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PREFACr, 


Thit the fourth volume of thc Catpiu BaiUuanim Chthlumatam Romti, appca(« al a ctimpar- 
ativcly shoit distance Irom the third volumr, and ihc authnn hope that the tuers irf tlie 
Cvrpui will bc aa happy ai they are «hemarlve» ihal it haa bcc-n pouiltle tn ahorten lite iiw 
tervaU bclween thc publications ol' thr individual vnluinca. Thi» U duc in largr pnrt to thc 
rinancial lupporl providcd by thc Jayne WrigUlaman Putfewunhip Fund at the Inatitutc of 
Fine Arts, New York Univeraity, and we «hntild likr to exprrui our hranfrll thankt to thc 
gencrout donort, 

Our Ihanlts go Ukcwiae to the many who ha ve bcen hclpful to ua in our work. Forentuat, 
to Craig Htigh Smylh, thc director of the Inatitute of Fine Atta, whoac coiulant encouiagcnienl, 
practical hclp and warm friendahip have suitoined our labort over tlie yean. We ace eqimlly 
gratcful to Professor Enrico Josi, the rector of the Ponlifical Institute for Chrittian Archeulogy 
in Roitie, and for ao many years an old friend and mentnr through thc labyrinlh of Chrittian 
archcology in Rome. Our thankt are duc, likewisr, u» a nunibcr of collcagueii in Rome; to 
Professor Carlo Cctchi who generoosly ha» offered advicc on a number of problem» coiicrrning 
Snnto Slefano Rolondo; to Professor Ciugliclmo Matthiae, who has providcd ut with iofoi inatiuit 
and phologiaphi regarding San Vitale; to ProfcMor G. Paeini, thc Soprinlcndentc ai Mo¬ 
numenti <iel Lazio, who in every respeet, and Ijeyond the calk of duty, hat facilitated our 
work; to Dr. Kinot Nash, who tlirough thc Fototcca Unione has providcd ut with a ntimbrr 
of photogiaphs; to Profcisor P. Testini of the Pontihcal Inslilutr for Chrltlian Archerdogy 
in Rome, who. in Ihc ptinting tUge, has again mainlained liaiton with thc Tipografia Poliglulta 
Vaticana and astitted u* in producing what we hope to be a prctcntable volume. 

(Jur thankt go, ncediest to tay, at alwayt to thc personnei of thc many librarie» wc have 
u&ecl: the Institute of Fine An». New York Univenity. tlie Amciwan Academy in Ritme, 
thc Gcrman Archcological InsUtule in Rome, thc Bibliotheca Hcrtriana and thc Biblinihrca 
Apustolica Vaticana arc foremosl on our mind. 

In cditing thi» volume wc have been ablc to count on thc hclp of a number of student 
assitunu al thc Institute of Fine Arte. In thc firtt place, Mist Patricia Waddy, Mist Lauia 
Kaufman and Mrt. Charlottc Lacaze have asiiated me in a thoutand way» in prcparing thc 
manuscripl. Mcssicun .John Herimann, Ronald Malmslroin and Fr. Tltoina» Mathcws, S. J., 
have bcen good cnough lo clarify on thc tpot a number of poin». A«i»Uiicc in eollccting 
the bibliograpliies has bcen given by these tamc and by other studcnit whotc namet appear 
under the rctpcctivc chapters. 

Thit fourth volume, as thc teader will pcrccivc, ia the last in the rcgular acric» of churche» 
carrying them from Q. tltrough V. A tupplcmenlary volume, aa announccd, will have to 
include thc three greal basilicas so far omitted; St. John’» in thc Latcran, Old St. Peier a, an 
S. Paolo fuori Ic mura. Deo volente, it should git to pre*» in thc iiot too uiiforcsceable luture. 


Institute of Fine Aris, 
New York Univertity, 
December itjbg 


Richahd RnAUTHlim» 
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rT»Ki>US BASU-rrAMI M CIIBiallAWAKfM RfIMAR 


B. wr.lliyr nFACRIPTIU Sfj A .\D ILLCsrRATlOiVS 

I. A»rjt.vr otsr.sirrjom. 

t oo«no, ScMtm. Bomc. VaUcan I.ibrafy, Jfcirt». Lm. «tfio, f. 19«» 


II. Avculvt ItLlWrR.lTTOM. 

•5«5- '.■!*« Axoioumi'», Drawieiff», onr oTa totumt now lo»t. riurribcd, • /« S.li v ". ont of a accond eor. 

nict mji ribcH " nfirr) fnrUm tccUiiae fttotar lantUttua iWiM«fi;anim,' ", pcn and waih; T./>iiiluii, 
Suaiu- CdU^ Cbifet Ctarr, fl‘. «o', 83 Aawav, af. nJ., p. 51, pl. i«h; p. 33, pl. 109). On Fra 
Giocmtlu'» draw-inff illis cornicr « markrrf " ufra tafiar/o lir Ia yiraiia s*» st nilra ulsnlrv " 
dis. aich. >.34a’: ^RTOli, .^taauminli, J, pl. 34. Iif,'. 61); scc alw 11 scctsnd diawinB by Fra 
Giocon<ii> iClFui, dis. arch. isss»; iW., I, pl. 30, flg. 57) and llic diawiiigs by B. Prruzri 
dis. arcb. 411; lisd., IJ. pl. 1*7, Cr. »31). and Saissuviuu (UOlai, dis. aith. 1961»). 
ra. 1330 AKtwviioiis, diatrin^nl a rorlwl iiurhbrd "/» S.li. QytUn", iiow visiblr on «hr oulrr nnrtli waJt 
as a supfKitC of n snsaU projccluK apac, pcn and waih; Cadrx Cum, f. 19'' 'Atiinv, vfi. cil., 

p. 71. pl. 147: nur l>8- <«*)- 

1577 D»:ri«AC-ll\FR^«v, BirdVryr sitw of die area brlwrrn SS. Qiialtro Coronati and tlie Latcran 
Hospilal sJiowins front of rhuruh, mfcravinj;; VIap nf Ronie (fd. Fhrle. /tama fifina rfi Siilo V, 
Rcimr. 1008; CoMwi, «I». (tl., fi^. ijo). 

1^80 Faa SAvri, Fa^adc and forccotirt ofchiirch iiuciJbrd *’ Ttmp. ,iS. Qtiatmr f.Vr.", wooricut; r.>sr 
aumriettuf, c. $$''• 

1616 CWVAXWOI.I, \'itH' of nunii side of cbiirrh and ronyrnt, rngraving: FriAi/s Vrfli Jit/ioii Vrsiixi di 
/tamt. Rome, 1616, pl. ii; Kaau aiuifa, II. Romc, 1619, t 23 fCisi.i»!, ep. rrl., fig. 251). 
tfiip- 'ifray fiRUiMBEROH, Drauijig of cliuieli icen fioin ibr nanti, bUrk pcn and wajJi 'Eocgr, 1, pl. 93). 
X\’ll centur)' Asiu.vyjiios.», V'icw of nortli siojir of Criio brtvrccn SS. Quailm Curnnati and Ihc Latcran, 
draiving, black pcn; [aiUSTC, Cab. des Drsiins, aojv? iCnUKi, ap. dt., fig. 244). 

WIIJ crntuiy AsiojiTVMOtis, \'«;iv finin wese of a/MC of SS. Quadro Coronaei and the l..iirran Palacc, in- 
«rribrd *• l'fduta di A'. Viatimn jMtnana di Hama " il.nndon, L. 3, p. 91). 

ca. 1800 Ciani, Viev/ uf ap»c and siirronndings ; ?), conaidcrably alirred, |>rn and wajli; Rome, Biiiliu- 
tcra Hcitzjan.i, Ciani SLctclilinnkii, vol. 111, f. 34. 

1808—1811 IstcRBj. \'itH-s ofthunJi and ronveni ifniin .Nortli; from West; cntrancc lowcr; fini conrtyard), 
prneii; Moniaubau, Miuec Ingrci {.Vaef, Samt tut par /ngrrr, Lauaannr, [1960], pis. 50-33. 
caial. 83-86,'. 

1823—18*9 Rimiyi, ITijiant vicw,- of apsr, rtthing; / jtUt <M', Rome, ii.d. [during pontificale of I.ro XII] 

1 Rome, Isiiliito d'.Archcologiu e Storia dclfartc, Kacc. Lanciani, old, no. 39.1.17, no. 39091). 


C. CHR O.NOLO GV 

354 TIic Dtpasititt Marlyrum. coiiuinrd in Ihc Calcndar of 35.J, lisis on November 9 F iV. i»r. ”) the 
fcsiival of “ Citmfalh, SrmpraBwm, Claudi, .VianUati ia famitalum " [LiRmMAN.N, Dif drri dlUilm 
Matl/nhatta (Klcinc Texte. 2J, JJonn, 1911, p. 4; Ll‘., 1, p. 12). 

IV ceaCury L ndcr ll^ date Nov. 8, ihc Passia SS. Qualium Caraitaterum wriiien by Porpliyiius, ‘‘cmmalis n 
xhia ", prcscub ilic four sainfct a» sculplors from Dalmatia maityred under Diotictian (AA. 
.«y. .Vai., in, p. 74« ff.; Dm.mmve. ap. cil., p. 66 ff.). 

e«rly V The Bcrnrnsis variant of tlie .VarljnltjiiwH Hi/raajmianum plat e.s ihc fcstival «f llic four martyn 
ceniury 1.») on Xovember 8 " Xama, ad Cariia moaie " {Marl^ralagium llinmyv,iaaura, cd. Dc Rtxisi and 
Duchcinr, p. 14«; AA. SS. Aap., II, p. 590). 

V-VI TIic Roman “ fiusia " prcicnu the four martyri as jiolicc oflicers tnarivred in Home f.Ll. 

erntury , .») SS. .Var., HI, p. 780 ff.J. 

4W Tlie piw^iet, lovinui, Dionysiui, and Eutychci, " tUuli .UmiJumaC’, aticnd ihc synod 01499 

I. 1.0.H,, Asut. Ani., p. 412 rr.i. PrcsuniaWy (hb titic, no longcr oamcd at ilir synod of 593, 

«vas rcnained ri/B/io rumvorjifli QttRWiuir CesoiMlunim (*ce below, dig, 595; Z./*. I p 326 ti 13- 

II, pp. 21 and 43, n. 77; KiRstai, TUtikitthn, p. 33 ff.). 

595 ■ Fm^ana^u^ prrjfym tituli xaattarum qualluar Caraautamai ” ligna at the synod of tl.U year, this bcing 

Ihc firsl official usc of thac dcsignalion Epislatar, I. p. 367; scc above. tlig, 499). 
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625-638 Hiinmiii. I dedicate, the chureh of SS. Quatln. Coronati and h«to«, upon i, many gin, (•• 

drm trmpart fnii afdtiiam kaalarntn nunljmim Qpellavr CiriiMimim, viirm el rlnjieaeil, n d,mum atiu- 
Ut"-, L.P., I. p. 324). 

The IUmrarium SalistuiRrrut {.ValilM ttdttiarum uri>6 Airaiae) meminns, nn the Via laibiranii near ihc 
" rrrirna hahaat... ia tpituncam " in the calaromh tif SS. MarceltinD c Pielro, “ 1/// Cataimfa, " 
iDe Rosu. Ruma Solirrraiwa, 1, p. 139; VALENTiMi-ttuuciiam, f.W. Tepi^ntlb», II, p. Bj). 

CR. 635-642 The Epitamr dt hdt uimtatum naH)Tam mrniinns " juata tiam ... laeuaiwm " in the caiarnmb uf 
SS. Marrrllinn e Pietfo. the " //// reraaali id ril Cfaaifiiu, .Viepilralut, >S'iai/lmntdmi, Caitiiriut, 
Simpluiau " (De Koisa, Kama Salirmma, I, p. 142). 

745 riteophaniut, “ prtiiyUr lilu/i lamtmum iptalopr cmanalorum ", sigiu at Ihr tccond Kotnan cnuncil 
(Mansi. Cencihomm, XII. 177G, coi. 384',. 

772 795 Hadrian I compirtely restures “ satia lerld liluli UKlamm Qjiallaar (.'Draivildniiii " which was in 

danger of calla|ning (" //uar in niiiwk rsitlrhunl") and icptuccs numerous roof bc,ims (" Irabir 
li/idfm p/uru impanenj ") (L.P., 1 , p. 512). 

79.5—816 I.C0 lll dnnni» vestmcnls “ lilitla Samivnm Qfialktvr Ciiraiulantai " lf..P., U, p. 11) and a ailver 
crotvn " in liltda Armilianat/reil ramnam dt argrala prnt. Ii(i. riir irmii” (X..P,, 11, pp. 21 and 43, 
n. 77 . For the idcniification ol' ihc IHuIht .trmilianaf with Qpattro Curuiuti, tce aliovc, dig. 


499)- 

827—844 (Ircgory IV gives textilct “ liluli Emilianat" it..P., II, p. 77). Hc .nlao dnnntcs n silvci rcllquary 
inscribtd " /IO OECOHK.M C.iPmS H. .V#f/I.4.VT/A.57 CHEC. Illi. EPS. f)P. K" dmigned 
tn liold the head of Sainl Scbaslian (uc Lucatelli, up. til., p. jg). 

847 855 Leo IV, fonncrly prctbytrr " .Samiarunt Qwtiluar rorenelamm”, is clcclcd pope in Ihat cImiTh. 

Later he diinntes “ isi basilua lamlarum liti Catonalarum" mimcroiis gifo*, including tilver 
caniscers, aquamaniks, a silvcr ciborium (" dturium ax argnla..,, funs. Iit. CCC.XIII"} and .a 
silvcr Crown to hc susprndrd from a pcigola slaiuling hrfore ihc altar pttjfula..., quat tilanlr 
allart maum'’). He also givca cenwrs, caiidlesliclia and a numlter nf lexdlra, inrluiling onc. 
rrprcarnlitig Chrisl, llic marivrs and himsclf, twclvc vcili " in errat Ptifeniur (andrtt ", thitly- 
foiir vcila, also to hang in ihc church, and rirh vrslmenu for ihc altar. For ihc area of the 
higli altar alonc ["ad hanarrm il glariam utrri altarii"), he dnn,alcs clolht of viirying types: 

“ fwm rulii 17... //// Ciwi gammadias dt rrisatlaPn rl grmmii ac 6uUv uuttii XXXlll ", onc wilh 
ihc image. of a man " itdmiii luptr pamnrm ", ihrre wilh the n.ilivity of Chrisl anil “ A7ff... ctla 
alia fundata ". Apparcntly Ibr ihc ciborium ilself hc gives four hungings wilh ihc " Hnur- 
rntianii damini mutti Jttu Cftriifi ", and severa! altcrnativc hangings in grtiupi of four. He 
also recovers the liotiies of the raartyrs " Claudia, Mieatltala, Simplinniana, ... foulnti», fl .Sim. 
pUcia ", along svith othrr mariyrs, and ciuhrincs the relies under the ciborium. His pnivi- 
sion Ibr the martyT’8 crypl, rrncwed by Paschal 11, is rccurdcd in a XII century Inscrip- 
lion, foimcrly an inlcgral part of the high altar and nuw situated on the IcR wati by llic 
door of the sacrisly (fur the donations of la^o IV, see t..P., II, pp. iq8 f, 115 f, iig f, 
127 fl’.; for the inscription, ser FokCEi.i..\, Iscrigiani, VIII, p. 291, no. 717). 

855 85B Benedici HI sjicalis U> a gathering of the clergy and pcuplc in " Emilianar tuula" II..P., 11, 

p. 142 f.). 

885 891 Pope Slcplien V, former presbyter of SS. Qiialltti Coronati, give* to ihc church a jrwclctl and 
cnamclcd gold cross to hang from a crown above ihr altat, Ivfo candiesiicks, silvcr canislcrs 
and numerous Itouti (/..P.. II, pp. 191, 195). 

1046 1047 Bcnctlict, anlipopc of Clcmcnt 11, rclains the puntificate for a fcw monllw following tite feasl 

of SS. Qiiattro Coronati (/..P., II, p. 273)- 

1084 The basilica is Imrned during the Norman invasion ol Roisrit tluiscard (scc IkIow, dig. lixjg- 


1099 1118 Piischal II icslorcs the church of SS. Quatiro Cortmati which had Iteen dcslroycd by the Nor¬ 

man» and consccratcs ihc ncw structure on January ao, 1116; “ ... railtiiam laiulamm Qjialuar 
Coranaterum fuae Itmpart Rahrtli 0ui\eardi SaUntitani ptiutipii di.ilrutta trat, a Jundtitntniu rt/ttil 
alqia cametravil ama poalifitatui mi X», I7f-> mnisf i«i. dit XX<^ " i f..P.. 11. p. 305). In n bull 
issucd May 24, 1116, Paschal II indicate» ihat hi» remodeUng of ihc church reduced iu «iac; 

" Xoslrii lant trmperiius lamlorum Qpatuor Cmaiutorum ucIrsUim tituli itomiiu iiuigan» igna «n- 
mmptam naiimus ... itllorum diutumilaU... Stl cum tiuligaum eiiWr ddtrtlut ut M laaclonim larpera, 
quf fodtm fiurant nclrsia lumul/Ua, ptr tanla Umpenis inltntitia fagsrub cartrmt ogiciu ... tuituam 
iputm iictl minotihut ipaiiii reparatt rl sanctarum ... cutpora cangruentff caprrirt rararirNiu .... and 
hc cBtablishet a monastic congregation :MuSoz, ap. nl., 1914, p. 4 f-i Kkhii, Paiistuikun- 
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noilj-ll B.lSlUrAHUM CHI»«riANARI'M ROUAi: __ 

d™ i„ I nibrifll ", .V-A.kiv* NI */ r.n,tl. rfrr Cltlivm. PiUf 

UiutA^iUmr*, KUut i 8 k)S, |i. 34» <T., «p. »;.) f.; .rr aIm Jato, U>wii(.tjiij> rl » 1 ., 
PttHfntm Ihmamnm. 1 . Hrrii.i, and rd. i 8 «i-«K. p. 7« t). Rriioialionn in > 111 arr ircordtd 
n^ih, I wth llwir «I IV OD a pJaq..r, nnw oa <Ii<r It» »«» il.r .uctuty door il.P.. II. 

rcMKUi I ». AtrijMai, VIII, jk »91 «o- 7 « 7 ; »tr »Im' ahovc, dig. «47 « 55 )- l’ixniinablv 
ni Uiia timr ilir apat WM detoralnl willi frcai-w’!. doiiAird by Tiittabuona and rxrcuicri hy 
«r<«i>riiu «nJ Pfirolinui (foi iiurripiion, mw loat, a« Foriuli.». /smjiwti, VIII. p. .10, 
DO. 7*5; 1 ,'noNto, «p. (it,, SeMtn», f. io#‘, I“t»i, Sutimi, c. »19 f,; MA.trixi, dl' 

/Imm. td Srliodt, Lfipiig. < 9 « 3 , p. 6<l 1 .; antl Anurom. (/. nl.. p. jjo, /rft it inu 1.1 AiirpIo 
.M ai, SftrJtgin, IX, p. 43/. 

I 74 S Sitphaniu. tiifc- Cardinal of S. Maria in TmKtirrr, buildi ihc Capdla di S. aiul ««l- 

jouiing liviBcquarttJi. a» irro.dtd in :in irnciipiion in tJit 6ni courlyaid, now luat IfoKcaLLA, 
Iseriiitm. VIII, p. »90. no. 7 >t»i «« « 1 » AwNOl Pt, ciA, p. 330, qiiuling InstripHann Eatf 
runm Jfimm- frtu'Ctllttiv • t'mh dt Sma, .lidMu Basia tt JoAuurc .fnvrana, Koint, Biblio- 
Icta VaDictlliana, G. sB. p. 43; Ibr an imcribtd plaqut indicaring (hr ilicnrniioiH of rlit 
ihaprj and daiing iht dedicaliuci " .V.Gr..W.I 7 ", 1« KuKijei.LA, /leriovm. VMI. p. 190, 
00. 7 * 9 >- 

1249 A poinicd . fiirifix for dic «lim in an .aiilt ii donaltd by Divilia iiiid dnicd in an inscnption (Anr- 
if. rit,, p. 331). 

1417 1431 Cardinal .AUbnio Carillo iCariglio) raiorcs ihc cardinari quaKcn undoi Popc Mariin V, 
\ II 1 . p!*'i!yo, no. 740 )*- 

15 « Cndcr Pim I\', iht thurcb ii givcn Io thr cuniirni of ihc .Augutliiiian mins iPAMctiiOM, Triari 
mauaiti, ibay, p. 182). 

1547 15 « Cardinal Urnry of PoitugaJ iJaltr Kjng of Puiiugal.l doaatci ihc nave ccUing and, prtaucnably, 

dw vaulu ol‘dtr aidci lUoowo. Stalimi, c, 219; Id£«. afi. rit., Stiniaria, f. 198', rtfcia 10 hi» 
cmi of aruu whirh .ipprarrd therr; '' .Kf/dia auUns tuaii ias/ata/f lifatuMt aariif i'n<ag/iir amatum 
atyat rlataratroa tst fumf apai /frnrirnr Card. lis /jinlaais fai dtimfr rtaaarft Jieri .<ua iaifie/ua euranl 
ai uuipaia ar/ewdaal"; ter Mi Aux, aj. at., " La cripta r Ia tribuna 1913, p. 197 IT.). 

1570 Work in thr hni courtyard un the cloui franu' uf Uic Capella di S. Silveitni, aa rrrnrded in n 
dalrd inicnptiou uti an aicJulravc iFoMCaLLA, /jrrtgiam, VIII, p. 291, un. 721). 

1588 Freteoo arr cacculcd in ihc puriicu of fuat couilyatd; inacription (Mu.^ua, afi. at., 1914, p. 76). 
1621 1632 RaUnaliun uf iJic choich ii bcguu by Caidiual Gaicia Milliui it 1629} and complrtcd by Car¬ 

dinal \'iilutu'. It includo: rxcavaliun uf ibe rclic charnbri, irdiicuvcry of rrlir.i and cun- 
jtniclioio ofvaullcd cbamber (Mumucu, ap. cit., p. 29 IT.; ict alio bcluw, die. ih-iq for inirrip- 
tion td’ l'rban \'III|; drruraiion of ih* apte with pilatirrs and witb frrfcoci by Giovanni di 
-San Ginvanni, ihut rrplacine thr oldrr drrpralioni IMemuolo, afi. eit., p. 44; BACUO.te, 
/a riP de fittari.., Komr, 1642. p. 313 f.: Deiooi.’, af. rit., p. 113 IF.; iiucriptiont of 1623, 
MfOoz, af. rit., 1914. p. 80;: couilrucliun uf llic altar of &t. Srhattian in thr Irft aidr by 
Cardinal Viduni in 1632 iLccATtu-i, «p. rd., p. 42 f.); pitanirr drroration in ihc sccond court- 
yard 'Tortigio, in marginal noto to hii topy of Uoojno. Slatiani, Vatican Library, Stampalr 
Karhrrini V.X\’.8. at quotrd by MuAuz, af. cit., 1914, p. y and .Apomon; OiiiTrt, ap. rit., 
p. 79); rcmodciiug of the crypt; and ilir imiallation of Ihc pretent aliae ;uid baliuirade of 
llir chancrl. 

1624 'fbr rotoretiofu of Leo IV', Patcbal II and Cardinal Millini are rccoidcd in au iiiicripiiou of 
l.'rban V III in “ XUHiX.XH' " oji ihc baic uf ilic righl pilaitcr rif ihr great ap«c areh |h'iiK- 
iacu.a, /seritiaai, VIJI, p. 292, nn. 725). 

late XVII Piciru Saoti Banoli notiro a unall baih; .ViUa ttradane dei Vatirt» per aadare a S. Cttraniti, alia 
leaiory aaam driHa i» aa arta dt satia raali (Jpaltra ...fra It allrr neitte anltrhe ma rtufa di di- 

•pariciemt, faste ti eesauns etutt degti aatirhi eriitisai ridalta ia /arma di china, per alcwte immagini 
tie ti eram dipuiie ... ; e iieiis patie di utile la fuait /mira pet a^Ua dtl/uarii era ridalta m 
eiaottro ...; aei guale Imga agra riparlmeals area, alite le arta det cadsrert, ti aiai lartvnatari, een attri 
'it" crietiam, au de' tempt anlttki-madent " iU.ARTOU, " Memurie...", in Fba, .MueeltAnea 
/Istagita critiea e aatu/aseu. Rome, 1790, p. 224 f.; quolcd in Cou.-ft, ap. eit., p. 302; and in 
Ahiiuiwj Oketti, ap. at., p. jgJ. 

1768 CJcmrnl XI/I ij rroorded ai "farwiti faaria gaafue com arae kuir maximae argenteum calieem 41111- 
terrfnr emat... " in an iiucriptior dalrd ' . 4 «» MDCCl.XVlil ", on the tidc of Ihe Icft pi- 
latter of llie jrraf arch al ilie navr rroMing iForcclla, /sctigimt, VIII, p. 293, no. 733). 


W. (iVIArililO COHOIIATI 


1872 Roinan trmaini including rapiiaU, an infciivi.nn and a mche are rooiid hrl.liul dir apir of die 
prrkmt church IRoia, .Tal/r mperle arrkeataguhi Mia eilU r /immuia di «.inui iirjli «nm iSyi- 
72, Rome. 1873. p- 1.3 fl.; quolcd by Couio. ap, «it., p. 300 f.l tee rinaiiA. £pi4ra»i.tula 
/Xtmariaiid, p. 205, no. 52, for Uiimaiian fragment» in Capiiolinr Miurum. Pala*.»« dri l>in- 

1912 1914 CndeVoITlitular Cardinal Plrrro Roplghi, A. Mc*«r diini» innior rowmvoM of the rbiiTch. 

during wliic-h the nave colonnadct rrf ihc oldcr batilicH aiv rapraed and ihc old crypt and lelvc 
rhamhcT arr raravaicd ap. nJ., " La cripta r la irihvma...1913, p. iqy ff-i. 

A ncw teriet of rctluradont arc carnned uiulrr Prol'. Cario Crtch. and Giovanni dl Gewi, in the 
vrtalcfn ol’ ihc church in urtlrr to prrvcni ilw apie fron» fjiMinn. Thr wotk uncoven 

the roundalion wall. of ihc fourth ccnlury hall. and of dic Caiubng.an righi «Wc, and the 
aicacles of Ihc finl Romanctqnc church <.\roi.Loitj CHum, ap. eil.. p. rt,. 
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OOKPli:! BAULinARirw I:HIUST1AWARIIM B OMAfe. 


D. GENKK.AL nr.SCRIPTJON 

The t:fiun.h o» Ih« SS. Coron.iti statui» at Ihr tnp t>f a siccp «rarpmrnt iti llic tionhern 

fJnpraTlhr Cndiau Nili- II» apsc )« nrirntcd lowarrf ihi- «rOst, and Ihr chuicli iiMts above Ihr an- 
dcnt \'i. Tu.cuJana at itic point «bcc thc mad a»ceti<ls to . re»« llic Coclian platea., aft*. ira- 
vwin» iltc low groimd near thr CdUcuitt. T«> tl.c .vest and norlb, churfh and adjnin!r.j{ buiUlings 



Fig. I. SS. Quattin Conoiati. Chutrh and ronvrni lirnm northuvat, ra. iRq» 


oserhaot; thc cmt of (hc cMrarpment and are aupportcd ori an artificia) platforni which i» rnclc»«il 
and butirrjMol by matsive bricJt walls; at its nortliwMt corner this platrurrn is more l)ian ten rnrter* 
high ffig. I,'. 1'fir cbiirch complrx i» eiiteivtl froin llie east i,pl». 1,1); (ig, 2,t. An afcliivay bettcatli 
a talJ recianguLar gate towrr Icadi into an ouirr roiirtyard oratriuni, iii orte cximer of wJiicli staitd.i 
tJic ritlily frescocd thirteench ccniury Cliapcl nf Sai tu Sylvfsier, ■l'he wnt and north sides of tJir 
coun havT late sixtrcnth century arcades. A gatcway iindrr thc we^itcrn aicadc Icads to ati inner 
oounyard, terminatrd at its wcst end by a portico from whieli a singie doorvt ay opens inio thc nave 
of thc prcsciii etiuixh. Thi.i courtyard wa.i not pari of the origittal arrangement; it was created in 
thc iv.-eJfth Of iliirtrciJth century from thc casicrii bays of a chureh much longcr and largcr tlian 
thc prcscni one. indeed, fttur an-hes of its northern arcade are preserved in thc righl wall of thc 
inner counyaid 3;. A narrow opening at thc north end of thc rerminating portict» gives acccsi 
to a long nioni which wai nriginaUy part of thc north ai.dc of ihis laiger chureh. The present churcli 


l. tiUAlTBC 



riiiisiiiu uf a nave fitinkcd by aUles with gnlle- 
rif», a iraiuept nrni an up»c. The apse ii diipixj- 
[Mirliunatcly liirge lieeausc it, loo, lUTviv» ffoiii 
thc eiirlici and lat-ger chureh. The deroraliun 
of the apic—pilasler» tairyiiig an entablatmc 
along the walU, and a frewtwd half-domr l>y 
r.iuvanni di .San Giuvanni- as well a» iw win- 
dow tiaie from the levruicciuh century. Bclow 
U an anntilar ctypl which wa.» also remotlrlcd 
in the. scvcntccnth ceuiury. The traiiscpt, nave, 
atilcs and gallciics of the prcscni chutch are 
all incluilcd withiii the wcsiem half of thc ear- 
lier nave (fig. 4). Ihts is also manifext iin tlie 
exteiior, wheiv thc high transci>i waW visible 
fwim thc cliiisccr is uUviouily a vestige uf au 
carUcr clei cstorcy waU thal wa» dcmnlished in 
ili upper pare all ahmg whi.t is now thc south 
wall of thc aislcs and Rallerics (fig. 5). Ihc 
fnimcr iinvc coloniiadci, buricd in the «uitcr 
ivnlU of the prcscni aislcs, wrre exposed in a 
program of resioration direeicd by A. Muho/. in 
thc ycars 1912 10 1914. The 
areti of thc wesi half of thc 
former south aisle is now 
occupictl by tbe thirtccnlh 
century cloislc, while thc 
east hiilf of ihat aisic is lakcn 
up by part of thc eonvent of 
Augtiiiinian nuji.«, in whose 
care thc chureh li.ts been since 
1560. Uniil reccnily the West¬ 
ern half of the north aisle 
of thc earlier chureh was the 
nuus’ rcfcctory ; it has, how- 
ever, latcly been rcsiorcd, but 
withoul thc removal of thc 
thirtccnlh ceiuiiry walls which 
block thc formet arrades. The 
CAStcrn half of the earlier 
nortll aisle (tm thc righl side j-jg ^ Quitu.. Coioiu.ii. Imu r mortyar.l. arche» «d i..irlh ariadc of 
of thc inner court) is sliU part haul.c» 

of the convent. , , ^ 

Roma,, reinain. have coma .o [igh, in tUe „righU„h.K.d of .ho ... .«»on. 

bmaron i8ja and 1935'. Theac includo ihc pavcmcnl of d.c Via IWulana nurd, of ll,. .Wl, 



•lul pi. <rR 
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E. A.NALYSIS ~ 

The fnmplitawd buUdin^ huiwr)- 
nf SS. Quatiro f^roiiali inakci. it 
ailvUablr lo anticipate our ronrlu- 
sion* al illi» poini in order to itlcn- 
tify tlic foar major IniildltiK phaK* j 
thai have IO hr (listiiiKuisticd. in ad- , 
tliliuii to Ihc rctlccoralion* ol' tiic l 
Mxtccnih and «vctiiccnth rriilutics I 
ifin. 6). Tli«*c are (ij a tmirlli ren- | 
tury apsed hnll, [•!) a large hasilica | 
of Caroliiigian date, (3) a rebiiildiiiR 
oii the old plan of this carly basilica 
io ihe Rnniancsqur |H-riod and (4) 
it* rcplaccmenl Ln a later Roman- 
esque phase by the prcwnt basilica 
wilb iu fnrecourts and rloislcr. Otir 
dcscription of ilie large buiWing 
complex i* aitangcd in the Ibllow- 
iiig scqiiriicc: (1) exterior of the 
apse, (a) northweai subsitnetures 
and exterior of the north ai»le, (3) 
gate towcr antl outcr couri, (4) 
inner court, (5) noi lh aisle niiil con- 
vent biiildiiiRS, (6) interior of the 
present ihureh and crypt, (7) rhii- 
sters and eonvent (pl. I'. 


1. The Apse 

i hc apse .Tig- 7) nses liigh ahove 
the Via Tusculana, a tali half cylin- 
der picrced near the top by ilirec 

rcctangulur Windows antl at crypt Icvel by a low window, ali late sixtwnth renlury opeiiinRi. in 
the cxleriial face ofihc wall, seven distinet phases of constiuction are rlcarly matked Ipl*. I; U. b. cj. 



.. SS. «..lal 


a. ANTECitDtsrr n-Ruinuitr-' 

The original buildets of the apse incorporated in Ihei. fout.dation. the retnattts of a Roman 
Street paveinent and of scvcral Roman buildings which skiried thal Street - the ihtrt of the strecU 
listed in the preerding seciion. The South half of the apse (to the righi when viewcd fro.n ot.tt.de) 
was contiguou* to. and pat-.ly rests against, a Roma., bt.ildi.tg wh.ch stood oblique 10 the axj» o 
the church. Originally the Roman walU rose some .0 m. alx.ve gronnd ternnnaung a. a lod 
which was a.5 m. above the present church lloor; but whilc the apse was bemg bu.lt another story 
was added. thus incrcttting the hcight of the Roman building by four me,en and 
,0 the level of the seventeenlh ccnlury window siUs. Subs«it.cntly the oblique bu.ld.ng vsa» demol- 























noHI-fS B.«ri ICARUM CMRHT»A»f ARl'U «OMAR 

uh«l, Aiirf a «rtbatk which ocriirrcrf ai Ihc IcvrJ of ihe addtil »lory i» now «tcn in i'cvi:ne iu an 
ovtrlwrwirR MSC >n <»•«• portioii nflhc apai- «(lirh fo.mcrly louchcri «lic biiiJding. Ii la visible in 
fip. I and 7 near ihe poinl where ihc rylindiical wall dirappcaia brhind a lourteenili «.tiiluiy wing of 
llir fonvrnl, and llic phntograpfi fig. > abu slioM» Ihe remaint of ihe oblique Roniuii biiililjng 
pjulnidin* frorn ihc imiriunr uf ihc apae al iJic ha«e. Fruni iia baw np Io ihe overJianging Icdge, 
Ihc Wflii of Ihe apic w«i biiill againiil the pre- 


S' 1 ' 

m rxisiing brirk fare of tlie Roiiian building, and ihc 
conrrctr coic of the npse striiriure was ihcrcfoic Icfl 
pH unfaccd by brickwoik. The coiireing lines of ihc 
^ '! oblique building can stili be scen iinpicsscd on the 

concrcle- Abuve llie ledgc, ihc corc of ihe ajsse 


wrM and ihat of Ihc added upper siory werc buill 
J simuhancously; hesauw of the lalcr dcmoliliuii of 
—ihr upper story, tliis puil of dic a|MC svali has a 


.» raagal, riil faic. 

^ ' i 

1 J *. Koixiiro» «ir m»: ap«e 



K To the lefl (iiorlb; of ibe oblique Koiiiaii buiUI- 

iiig thr apse wall resis 9 ni. Isrlinv the prcsciil 
■K nave (loor level—on a conrrrte fnoting, 0.411 m. 
ihiek, beiicatb svhich wc scc the remains of ibree 
earlirr hiiildings /pJ. II, c); («), a biick wall run- 
ning easl-wcsl, i» briefly seen as it emcigrs from 
the apse foiindalioiis and is llicrc cut olf vciiically 


(che pavement and a mosaic pnvctncni aasocialcd 
^ J Jjj ivilh i( lic I m. brlow ihc upprr luifacr of (hc ajwr 
M..... ciciii fooling ciiiii rclc); (his wall oirrlaps (i), a fragnicnt 


fsi:. 7. SS. Qusnro C^ofiiili. A|»»r, esini 

ur of reticulate inasonry having the same oricntaiion 

as die oblique Roman building; like wall («), it 


is ilkcd off in (hc s-crikal pJan of (hc apse foundatioru; and finaJiy (c) is a heavy pJank-faccd 
concrete fouodaiion wail which fornis a rc-entrant tingle brneath thr junc(ion of the apse and 
ihr w«i H-all oif (hc nor(h aisic. This laj( fcaiurc was probably a preJiminary stage in the coii- 
Kruction of thr apse, designed to contain the carlicr reticulate and brieJe ivaJJs and to provide 
a icrrace <ui whirh was srt out the 0.40 m. concrete bed of the cylindrical superstructure. 

e TtU LOWEK ZONE OP TH» CVI.IWUEH 

Tliis «onc is 9 m. high, rising froin ihe concrete footings and termiiiating at a narroiv Icdgc (pl. 
II, e; fig. 7./ approximaleJy al the les'el of the church floor The brii-kivurk sccins to beloiig 10 the 
lair third or carly fourth century. The counes ai'c smoolh-faced, horizontal and ncatJy pointed; 
tcn courses avrrage o.fe m. in hcight—a modulus slightly over five roursca per Kiimaii fnoi; and 
in jome pl«es the mortar is pointed wilh a convex, dnuble-faceted trovvcl stroke, such as that tioted 


in fourth century brickwork al ihe Laieran», S, Maria in Coanirdin», and S. 
Tlie Imvesi hrick course, immrdialely above il.c cncrrie f.Kuing, consisi. of u 
other courec of biprdais otturs 3.70 m. «bove. Biprd,il luursc* bceome innra: 
CoiiilaiiUnian age. The facion nolcd Icave lililr doubi ilial ihe luwer aone of 
■han ihe fourlh rrnuiry, 


PieiTti inVincoH». 

> luite hipednls; «n- 
singly rare aftet ihr 
ihr upse is luii laser 


f/. llaicKwoHx ABovr. nnt irtbaix iiv iiir. loimi iiai.p or the acsh 

Above Ihe srtback ihc apse wall is divided inio iwn luilves by a rough. iicarly vcitleal fusure np. 
proxiuialcl) on ihc axis of llie church (fig. 7). To Uie righl, ihc foursh century masnnry niileil ii, 
Ihe pi cccding paragr.i|>h continues upward for a fui ihci six meiers to ihe level of ihc preseni wln- 
dow sUl; iis ideniily wllh the /onc bclovs is shosvn by dic cinir rcsemblanre of ibe isiasonry, by simi, 
larly si/cd and spaced scallbld holes and, abnui linlf way up, by anoOicr coune of bipedali. A sinull 
oblong paiicl, framed in brickwmk at ihr siimmit of ihU «iiie, appcaix iis heloiig In thr samc pc 
lioil of building; il may liavc eiiti«»cd a marble pUuiuc, bijt ihc pnsiliiui ii tou Isigh loi an inM ilt>. 
lion and wr are at a loM to explain (his fcaiure. To ihc riglil nf ihe lissuie, the /nne uf ihe fiiunh 
ceniury brickwoik adjnins ihe .areas of unfaceil tonerrte rore which «ere li-ft wlicn llie milweilrnl 
oblique Komaii building, discussed above, ssas dcmniishrd. 


r. CAROt.lNOIAK IIHK.KWORK IN THK SOUTH PART IIP THE APSE 


Above Ihc iiisfaced concrete, and exlcnding acroai ibe fimrih crntiiiy brickwoik desi ribeil aUivp, 
tlic right ;or South; pari of the apse wall displisys ihc uiidutaiil coursing, fnigmenury brli Vs, sniall 
circular scallold liolcs and iicrasinnal use of a rnarblc fragniciii in place of a brii k, whirh are fa- 
miliari haracteristies of Carolingiaii building in Rmne. Tliii pari of ibr apse Wall, almut :i,!i m. 
lilgh, rises almost to the Icvel of the eavei nflhc adjacent coiivent wing. 

/. The nohtk haep or tiik apsis 

The entire lefl (or north) half of the apw, from the letback at floor level up to whal is lel\ of ihc 
cornice, coiiiixls of nccuratcly laiil and uniform brickwoik, barcly distmguUhable Ifom the fourlh 
century limer /onc cxccpt liir its Jarger and slightly inore frctiuciil stalfolil Indes. \Vc know tliat 
ihis carinot beloiig to ilie fourth century phase of consiruction bocause at the lop, above ilic ceiucr 
window of the apse, the same brirkwork extends lo the right and ovcnails the Carolingiaii /une 
(pl. II, c; fig. 7). Morcover, the two-ringcd hrick arch aliovc the sixtccnili century iiiiddlc win¬ 
dow is certainly carlicr ihan the window iiself and prctumably is cunirmporary wiih ihc nonh 
half of the a|Kie, Its right abiilment resu on Ihc Candiiigian brickwork, sliowing ihai the iioitli 
half of the apse is later ihan the Carnlingian part lo the soulh; the accurate qualily of the bric.k- 
work Icaves no doubt thal it is Romaiicique. Ai the lop, llie Roinaiicsque brickwoik cxteiuU ilirough 
bolh halves of the apse and includes llie remains of a roniicc which is forined of rcuscil ancirnt 
marhJe bracketa. 


g. LatEK WORK 

In the la.sl categury wc graup ali subsequciit work on tlic apse: the low drum which was added 
(probably in ihc sixtcriith ceniury) whcii the upper pari of the Roinaiicsque cornice was dcstruycd 






















„d nif ixxjf «Irvj.i.-d; Ihr .crtangular ,i*Kmih ccn«ury «indow.; finaJIy. tJ,c rr. iangijUir 
winA.«, «ti. i» rru«:J Roman truuc.ia. Thr Jacicr np^ning mighl iK-lonj; «o an earbcr 
aiagc. Jwr thrrc ran hc no proofol thi» linco fli) «iirrounding hrirJcwork ha» brrn renrwed and dl»- 
play» no dntabtc cbnraclcri»ti«. 


2. >IorlIiwr!<t Sub»«ruc»uro<i »nd Enterior of the Nor«li Aialc 

■nif Wall whicli farrnd. «lorih Irnni Oie Mi ihouidcr of thr afHc, comutilting thr w^mI end wall 
of thr north aidr, ha. ihrrr vrttical dh-Hion. (pb. I; II, c; fig. l). To thr right, aUjoining thr aptr, 
two of thr t)p« of rnaaourv- noiod abovc in ihr cyliiulrr >onr« c and f) conlinnr withom a brrak— 
thr fourth rrnfur> brirJtifork in thr lulnlructurr and ihc Romanraqnr britlwork abovc lloor Icvrl 
(fig. 7, Irft edge.. The adjoiniiig naiTow pla.trr-fiiccd vrrtiral ronc coj.tains thrcr rrctangular 
window» ,fig. I) which illuitiinalr rraprciivrly a basrinrnt rrxjtn bcncath thc north aisJr of tlic caily 
chutrh, thr aiilc iMrJf, and a rhambrt ivhich ua. biiill abovc ihc former aidr ronf al comparativrly 
latr date. lo the lefi ofthr aidc window is thr norlhwest corticr of thr aidr and, below il, thr mas- 
livc bulirrjBrd «ubstnirtiire Mi which the aidr itaW; in both, thr brickssork ia homogciieous—Ihr 
bricks atr la.gr and liitie wom thotigh rvidrntly spoils from Roman biiilrling», whilc thc undula- 
rmp rour*« and the «naII round sralTold htJa aic typical of thr Carolingian prrind. TIic propor- 
rion ot niortar to brick givrs a modulus of rxactly five counn prr Roman foot. Near the baw; of 
the nibacnirlurr butlnaa a a blockrd Hnorway, j.85 11». widc, spajmcd by a shallow arrh of ncarly 
vctficaJ biprdals. Sinte thc lubtinirtnrr brlosv thr alaJc flonr was fdicd in with carth over most 
of itj area wr prrsome ihai itiis doorway Icd lo a small chamber or peihaps lo a siaircaac briow 
the snstrni extrrmity of thr aidr. 

T>ir. curner butireu meajurr» 5.30 m. by 3.50 m. in plan al iis base; it projeci» wcst 2.30 m. 
and Donh 1.85 tn. fn.iii thc grncral svaJI facc of thr tcrracr. It» north farr, and ibat of the adjacent 
IO in. liigb subEtnjcrurr svalh, arr visiblc fnim a iiaiiow yard whicJi lies bctvvccn thc church and 
an adjanrni biiildinx. At thc bottom. the Carolingian brickwork rest» on a blork of loncrelr 
(pl. II, b: fig. 8), and at thr rxtrriur nnilhsvrxi mrner ■( iiirurporaic» a fcw couise» of a biick wall, 
0.44 m. thirJc. Boih brlung 10 an anlcccdriit consirticlion, probably of thr third or fourth century. 
Ckuiiiiiuing easlward flom thr comrr bultrrss, thr Carolingian lerracr wall is trrn ovrr a span of 
16 m. (pJ. II. b) standing almnst in thr samr planr as thr aislr wall ahovr it; indred, thr laller is 
»rl bark only 0.35 m. from ihc icij. of llir icmu c wall. .Aflrr a distant e of 16 m., thc trrr.irr wall 
lums nrndi Iu ctwilaiii an addiuonal plalfnrin, cxcirscent from (lic side uf Ihc basilica, wliieb will 
bc dcscribcd brtow. The ib' m. lenglh of tcrracr wall betwcrii thr ciirncr biitirrss anii thc cxcrc- 
»cmt pladbrm it founded partiy on Scivian bloi-k.i, rcuscil in Camlingian litnrs *, and parily on 
thc rcinains of antecedent Ronvan buildiiigs (fig. 8). Alxnit 5 m, west of the excrescent plalfnrin 
we find the rcinains of a Roman batli tank with a miciaic pavement next to it, embedded in the 
foundarioiu and sliced ofl in thc vcrticai plane of thc wall facc (pl. II, b;. To hclp spread thc wcight 
of thc walli acroM thc anlcredeni materia], thc Carolingian bricklaycix inscrlcd fbiir shallow bipe¬ 
da! rclieving an'hes, apparcnily lo conccntratc thc wcighl of thc brickwurk on poiiiM of known 
tnrriigih ;Iig. g). The Icrracc wall ii further rrinforied by a strong intermediate butcress, 1.27 m. 
thirk and prpjccling 2.30 m. from ilir wall facc at a disuncc of g.8o m. liom the corner btitlrcst; it 
reti» on a mastive lump uf roncrctc retained from thc antecedent buildiiigs. The buttress riset verli- 


cally for thc fiill licighl uf ikr tcrracr in brickwurk vehich it rvidrntly Carolingian and abuve tlu- 
Icvcl uf thc chuich IVunr il ciinlinuex upward in a uprring funii to ttrrngtiirn ihr wall ci( llir aitlr. 
Hnwrvrr, llir laprring p.vrt .ihovr lloor Irvrl Is a later addilion, and llir buiirnu mwu uiiginafty have 
tcrmiiiaicd al Ihr Icvrl uf llic cliurili lloor. linlcnl, wiiilr primarily drsignrd tu sticngihm ilir 



Fig. 8. SS. Quattro Coninsli. B««r of nonhwnt 


Fig. ly S.S. Q>uni<> Oxofiali. I 


rif inwlli 


tcrracc, ibe lower [mi lioii nf ibr butircss had thr srcnitdary rolc of supporting thc wall of a small 
ap«c that priilnidrd fixim the aUle wall. Stone brai kcts buiii into ihc corners bctwcen thc bullrciit 
and thc tcrracc wall carried ihc latrral shouldcrs of this small apte; iltr hrarkei on thr casi side has 
hroken off, bul thc wcst onc is iniaci' (fig. 9, upper Icft; loa, hi. Rntigh slabs of marblr span thr 
inirrvaU hetwrcn tcrracc wall, brackct, and buttrrsa; ahove thc right hand slab, fmir ciiumcs nf thr 
aislc brickwork follow thc curvrd line indicated by thc slal» and brackris. 

AIkivc a horizontal sctback which correspond» approximalcly with the thnuh llonr, the (^aro- 
lingian brickwork of the ai»le wall stiivivcs almoat to the level whrrc thc rrxif musl have rrsted 
before Ihc present upper story was added. Howcvrr, thc poaitinn of original iipeniiigs, if any ca- 
istcd, can no [onger br deteriniiicd tlue lo thc faci that niodcm and medieval Windows interrupi 
thc continuity of ihc hrirkwork ,pl. 11, b). About 7 m. abovc ihc sclbaik of ihr tcrracc, thc pres- 
ciil heighl ofihc Carolingian masonry is shown by a srcond Icdgc in the wall facc; abovc il rites 
the upper chamber, added much later. 

Al a distancc of 16 m. fixjin llie iiorihwcsi comer buttress, thr tcrracc sulxitruciurcs of the north 
aisle inrn .at right angles lo include a norihrm extension of the church icrrace, This supplcmeniary 
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30 m. lotiK rrom tait to wrsi and m m. wklc fmm 
.. ...jrtuic can bc wrri loday brcausc The trrra. c and ImU- 
,n..ch «tcn.k-d and en)a,>:cd; indecd, Thr K.e«tcr pari nf the pi. lurcsque. f.n- 
xvhich eJdsts tndav dal« from Ihe twrlfih to rourtrenUi ccnliines. Hmv- 
c«nicr and ihc ea«« wall of the original irrrace aic 


pJatform apparenti)’ nas orixmalty 
to «outh. but liidc of ihc Carolingiai. smictuic 
dingi ha' 

ircw-lilic *upc«tru« 

c\rr. inside the convent rrlJars ihc northi .... . 1 1 ,1« 

dl^cdy scen (Oicy appear in red on pl. I); tJicir Caroling.an date .« dcmonsfra.rd by tlic 
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the svall. Lowcr dowi», approximatrly at liic Icvcl of the cimrrii lloor, lwt> laixc lump» of white 
marlilc which protrude from tlic wall face are pritbiibly the rcmatns of an overhanging latrine. 

Following ihc Icrracc snbslruclxires first la the nortlt .and tliet» to the ca.st, wc pas» variiius cx- 
crcscence» which werc added in later periodi; ftnally, luiniiiR south wc come once move to a Caro- 
lingian wall, which standa ncarly parallcl with ihr 
north wall of the north aUlc, but aome distante to the 
caat (pl. 1). The si* enurses of Servian biocks at the 
base, nnled by Giovaimoli, are iho rctaining wail 
of the tet race on which the casi pari of the thttteh 
standa. .■\hov'c, Caiolingian brickwork contimies 
upward for sevrn or cigltt meters, tlie summit beitig 
hidilrit by plasier revetmeni. Thia, as we shall see, 
ia cvidenlly the imi ili side of an atrium at the caat 
eiid of the carly basilica. In the liiRhcr pari of the 
wall, about one meter altovc a barrerl sixtccnth 
teniiiry windnw, an aich ofbipedals, c\’ideiitly fla- 
rolingian, apans what was once an opeiiing a.25 m, 
widc (D on fig. 6) with iis apex about 4 m. above 
Ihc gcneral Icvcl of the plalform. At a lowcr kvcl 
two openinu* cui througli the Servian blorks of the 
terrace wall Icad inio vauUcd chainbcra thai have 
becn hollowed out of the aubslrutlnrc. At the back 
of one of ihcsc chambers, 9.5 m. south of the tcr- 
racc fatjadc, the north face of the foundaltons of 
ihc gate lowcr is exposed; pari of it resu on a 
Kontan buildiiig of neaily laid brickwork, perhapa 
dating from the aeconil century, whilc the resi 
is Rninded upon the usual Carolitigian Servian j-,g. n. ss. Quaiuo fA>r»«iau. Bullding t» dic north 

of north «de; nest w*ll showitiK CuroUngian corbcli 



3. Gate Towcr and outcr (or first) Court 

The gate lowcr (figs. 2,ia; A on lig. 6) standa on the ccnler line of llie complex. The distaiicc 
from its casi wall to ihc extremiiy of the apse is tjo ni. but the loial Icngih of the complex inust 
originally have been somewli.at greater, sinre the Carolingiaii north wall, as noicd m the prccctling 
paragraph, projects cast to cmbtacc the iwo-storied building which now maska tlic lowcr pari of 
the towcr on the cast side. The front of this building appears to date fron the tcvcniecnlh rriitury; 
but. sincc iw north end wall is Carolingian, the presenl faqade must replacc, or perhapa mcrely 
hides, a Carolingian west front, A gateway 2.45 m. widc opens into a covered paaaage wluch pa^c* 
linit thraugh the castem building and then thiough the base ol tlie lower to cmeigc in l te irs 
court (fig. 12}. In plan the towet mcasttres 7.60 m. square. a.td it i, 21 m. Itigh fro.n the ground 
to the eaves. At the baac the walls are ncarly two meter, ihit k, but they laper sl.ghtly as they 
rise Wc have alrcady noicd its foundalions on the north side, eoiisisting partJy of rcu oman 
wall and parllv of Servian biocks; the footi.tgs of the olhcr sides are not acceasiblc. In the upper 
pan of the building the brirkwork of the north. cast and west walls is undulant and the courses 
icnd to die out in the Carolingian manner. Only in the south wall of the towcr, near the top, 
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»l«-p anplc, rrinforccd by MyitifJital ou<cr arclies ol jliortcr briiki. The lop oi' ihc lowei H deco- 
rated «ilh a limplt rtimiic of whitr ma.blc bracUtW suppuriing three oveihangiiiR touises of piam 
briclu, above vb l.irh rises a liled roof. Apart fn.m a few rrpairs. die bi i. kwork of «hr lowcr i» uni- 
form ami iniegraJ ihrouuliout iis hcigbl and tlie wIioIp struelure, including ihc arcadinv?, mi- 
qijcslionabJy dale« finm ihc Carolingian period 

The pasiage emerging from «lie Ifiwer intu ihc o.itcr couri is spamieil by a low poinlrd arih. 
presuiiubly rd ihc fifleenih «iilury ;fig. 12); a nearby maiblc plaque recordi rcsloralions under 
CardinaJ Alfomo CariJIo in ihr pontifiialc of -Vlanin i ii 7 -' 43 ' .' ’• Neverthclcss, tlie arch musi 
be a mudificalioii ofan carlicr opcniiig, for (lirrc cau be iii» doubl dial ihc towcr always siirmouiil* 
cd a galcw'ay. 'Ilir spare beuvccn dic iioi di side of the galc towcr and die iiorth walJ of ihr churell 
complex is dchncd by parallcl wall* which continue inntli dir cast and west sides of the towci. 
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Hoih walU are rencwcd bul their iminenxe tbirkiie», 1.211 m. and 1..J0 m. lexpettively, «bows ihai 
fliey aie ancirni. A cuneipoudiiig structure is likely ro exist 10 the soutli of lite lowei- hui unlnr- 
tunately this jtiirt of llir complex 1 atiiioi be examined ai pieseniThe wad whirb divides ibr 
fint fiom the seeond roiiii . ihat is, ihe tacisdr nf the larger, Cuioliiigian iiasiliea) stiinds sliKblly over 
25 m. West of the lowei’* wcil wall. Sincc ihe distanre from ihe eenter Une of the lowrr u» the 
norlh wall is about 12.5 m., the norlh wall, tbe wcsl side cif ibc towcr and ibe fai,.ide of the eatly 
basilica definr three side* of a tiearly squate area which is now the «uier ciiun; ihcre t .111 be liitle 
doubi ihai it wasoriginally an airiiiin. The qiiadri|Mir4icus wliiih presuinabl) xtood iiiiidr the pcrim> 
eter wall has almosi cntirely disappeared, bul iltc arcaded porticoes daiing fixiiii ifi^jj which 
riiclosc the north and wcst side» «if ihc court diR. fji probably «tand 011 the IVmndationt of llic 
nriginal colonnadc». One fiaKinem of the original cpiadriporiiciis an adiiig may be reixignuablc. 
■fhc Western arch of tbe piescnt north arcadr is blind, merely eoitiinuiiiK the niw of sevemcriith 
century arche* .vniss tlie placc where ihe late medieval Cliapcl of Saiut Sylvcxtei now em niarhet 
inio tbe area »f tbe eouri. l’ari of Ihe Barocpir platirr rcveimenl bas bcen removed 10 reveal ihr 
brickwork of the. rliapcl wall ifig. rj). Tbe hritkwoik it cleaily dividrd imo two partt'. tbe righi 
part ia medieval anii prcsumably dates from the constmelion of ibr cbapri; Ihc left |uil ia radiet 
and may denote Ihe soutli face of the Carolingiitii atrium eorticr pici iK in fig. (it. Tbe brick 
face ba.a hccn adred and it» cbaraclcr it loti, bul ihc irrcgular srtting nf the brtcks it in kreping 
with Camlingian tcchnic|uc. The venit al joini beiwecn llie two walls wuuid thus indicate the edge 
of the cast tongue of ilic iiortliwcsl comer pier of the ('«iiolingian ipiadriporlicus. On ihu batU 
we cati noi only rcconstiucl Ihr eorner pier bul perliaps also tuKKCst, triilalively, ihal the quadri- 
IKirlicus probably had five arcades in eatli side. 

Beneatli the pavemeni of the tmier court, a large vaulled eitiern, apparenlly «if seeond icnlnry 
Komaii ronstruclion, iraveises ihc area fioni iioiili to tinilh at a tleplh of 7 m. Apparenlly Ihc 
builders of the fl.irolingian atrium included i( in their Icrraced substrui ture. It does iiol inlluenrr 
the laytiul of the rhurch and is oinitted from our iurvey. 




4 . The Inner Court (East Part of ihc Former Nave) 

Tlie cast wall tif ilic Carolingian nave survives, for aboui Iwo-iliirdi iif iis oiiginal heighi, .1» dic 
wall now separaling the inner and ouicr courlyaids. Its cxicriot easi i faie is platlrrrd over and 
cannot be studiwl, bul part of the brickwork of iis wcsl face is visiblc ' lig. 3,1. A widc ground-levcl 

opening wiili a Baioqin- liante al the iciucr of the wall, probably ttitcrtrd in 1(132 like ihc |Hirliio |.- 

in fronl of it, apparenlly icplaccs the Carolingt.iii main dimrway. To rigltt iintl left, naiTowcr ■ ]■ 

doorways wcre cui through the origiiiai wall and wcre subscqitenily bUii ked iip. riii* cUiiure 

can be no later than 158O, the date al wbiih a frcsco was painted trvci tlie east side of onc ol tbe 

setonditry upening.s. lit thosc parts of the wall which are frer of plailrr the ihaiiulriistic undu- 

lating Carulingiaii brickwork is sccn. 

In ihr noriheast corner of lite iniiei court, ihe Carulingiaii brickwork forms a brick piri al the 
caslern exliernity of ilie former arcaded iiorll» nave coloniiadr ipl. II, a; ligs. 3, t.3a,.. Opposite, .1 
reetangular rxiTcsccnce in the southeast corner of the «turiyard represenbi the «oin-siamding end 

pier of llic CUtrolingian snuih colonnadc (ligs. i.|b, 15, iC). A fragmcnl ol niaiblc arcluiravc projecu ^ 
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, ,o m. ffcm .hi- ««I facr of lhi« pirr. cmbrddrd in 
fhc South side nr tfic rourtvatxf iii pJare of a soiith i 
« tofti abovr /loor lescl, neatf>- cnrnsponds wllh ihe iinpotis ol 
Hd.icli arr -- " '''''' ‘‘ 


».dl oftindclcrmineil date svhirli nem fiiims 
c cotonnadr. Tlic plaeitiK «f tliit arrhitrave, 
e .irrade cui thr noi lh «ide of the 

ri, neaci» .....wj.... r . , j . , ■ i 

1 jljnve i?oor leird. The fragment i» of Pmnniicsian marlile and li« triple 

fasriae svl.h on-t— “PP" 

sevrrrly damaged hv hre. The frafimeiit shoi« Uiat tl.r nave of the atmlingian thureh s 
flanked by «rabeated rtilonnadc,. A sl.nilar arcltitrave presumably CMStcd or.g.nally tn thr corrr- 
sno„dineija«- on tl.e i.orih side of ihc tiavr iTlgs, 3. ■4-0: thr R«,i...,ie,c,Me arelnvoll at th.s pomi 
has clcarJv been inscrtr.l inio Ihe nittth rentuty hritktvork of tl.e end pirr. prrsumabiy at.rr the 
re-moval of thr idd arcltitrave. l, • * 

At a lieight of 1.30 m. abovr llic souih aichilr.ive fiaginenl, a lieavy marblr c iimiie composrci 
of .< ulplured picee* rull.-d from elasairal building. i. ctnbceidcd in the Carolingian maionry of 
Ihc md piem and casi nall i 4 b. < 5 . '6, i?!. f>"«' «“t** 

malrhr» two oihrj* Idimils by -Munoa in thr chuah flonr and ii.m displ.iyrd .m llic clontrr «ali; 
tlto atrdrcoratrd «ilh squarc cofTrird panci* alicmaling svilh R-.maii Dorie mutulm. The adj.irrnt 
slab in the sumiving fragmeni of the fitroliiigian north «all IkU a largcr, foliate panei .mil icsison 
projccfing coiiio/c» srulpiurcel witli acanthus fidiage ((ig*. 3, > 4=- Tliis comice prnjreis about 0.65 cn. 
fmm dic «all fat e. In oiir rtronslrtictioii [fig. 17) wc prnumc ihat the sislei of tlic navr svere dcco- 
rated wiih a bniail loraice resiing on brat Itet* «hile the narrower Dorie alabs, «ithniil separate etm- 
sedes, «ere mtej-s ed for the cast rnd «ali. The itump of a braekct and part of anoiher i .iriiiee 
iJab are scen on thr south «ide of Uie nave, above the remains of the arcltitrave bloek Tigs. 146, 
16I; all thrse marble elrments have been «rriously calcined hy fne. Wc dedure fmm ihcsc rlala 
that thr nave «alis «f tlic Carolingian nlirirc «cre embellishrd «ilii niarble arrbiliavca and «ilh 
inarblc tomires sviuch «ere nepaialed from the arrhilraie* by higb frirars. The Jatter may have 
been drsoraled «ith paiiitings, but ihis is quite eonjeciiiral. 

On Ihc other hand, ibc ateade* which now- exisi 011 the notih *idc of die courtyard t eilainly 
do iiol bclong to the iiiiitli century ph.ise of cotistniciion. The .iri lic» rtssi on misccllaiiroiis shafti 
«ith lonir capitais, l«o of them obviously of Rnmancique «orkinanship lllg. 3), Thr lirirk- 
«oxk of the arratles i* too rcgular and the vouswir lirirks arc sct too radially for Ciarolingian work. 
Moreover. inside ihr couvent and church, «here «all surfacc* are prolei icil, «c fiiid that «hc re¬ 
verse face of thew archts is finishctl «ith the /aha cartiaa jiointing «hith, in Ri:ine, tisually dcnoles 
masomy of the tiveJflli, lliiilcenth or fourteenth cenltiiie*. Htncc it appear* that, aJlcr being 
scriously damaged by fire, llic fiamlingian church «as reconstrni lcil in the high Miiltllr Aga on 
the ojd pian, but with arcades in place of ihe former niarble arrhilrave*. J Ite r.olumni ainl ar- 
cades 011 die north side of the inner court, togeihei «ilh ihc ticrestorey vvalls wliirli Ihcy support, 
are ilirrcfiirc Kontaiiesque. On the south side of the court, on llic other hand, no trace ol a Ro- 


manesque arcade is foiiiid; iniiieovrr, the i>rojci'iing fragment of architrave left in o/a suggests that 
no arcade «as etxr buill in piacc of the trabealcd coJoniiade. The rcason for this i» not clcar; 
but il seeins iltal ihc easi ji.tri of Ihe south colunnade may have rem.ainesl ineonipletc in the first 
Romanesque rcbuilding. A* «ith the arcaded loloniiatie 011 Ihe north side of the inner court, Ihc 
Wall of the tonvciii vvJiich liscs abot e it also appears 10 be Romanesque; nearly 5 m. above the 
apex of Ihe arcades and only a fcw ccntimctcrs below dic eaves of lite coiivent roof, ihere are ti a- 
ccs of former cleresiorey «imlow.s ipl. Iln). Thr biick «alb which scal the coloiinadc .tre Ro¬ 
manesque work of later date. A Itrminus aait quem for the scaJing of the easleiimiosi arch and 
prcsumably alio of the otJier arches is provided by the frescoes of ihc Cliapcl of Saint Sylvester, 
«hicli are applicd to the merse fare of lliis walj and are daied 

l eJIar i j>ei'lia[w originaJJy a cislcmi bencalh the Western pari of the inner court coniains .lome 
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iitijwiwni fcatuiCT. Il i» a vflutrrrt rhambfr 6,^5 m. widc and 11 m. Ioiir lixrni iioilh lo sniilh, 
«miad by a cnidclv c-i.i ronuclc harrrl vault. thf nf« x o( wliiLl. lif» oniy t..6o m. Utieath ihr 
r.>uri>ardpavrnirn..' f» north nnl «aU :pl. 1; B<m Uf. 6! rnmdiu.o llic Mylobarr ofihr coJun.iM 
ivhirh arr n.,» cmbrrfrfoJ in «Jtf norlh «ali of ihr innrr coui I, The briirJi««rk in llie upper part nf 
«hia sfvlobate iliif. tU) i» irimeic-.il «illi (hr linr fiiurth rentiiry biick«ofk iioird in lh« Icmcr pari 
nfihr apK- ifig. 7'. Ibe moduJii! i« lh« «amc; (hc horiaonlal moriar Im-iIs arc smoolhly poinlrd, 
diglillj rccrmrrf. and aomelime. «triick off wtb doublrfnrnrd rnnvcX trowrl «tmke.; and, lu in 
Ihr npw, a rourai: of biprdal» f.inns ihr haae cif ihc brirk.wrk, 1.25 m. hrlow th« roiirtyaixl pnve 
nnni. Brln.v ihr roumc of bipedab fhr brifk Wall nat» oji a «rll-liu nl rouiidation Wall cnndtlinR 



«f largr liim|M nf jirjirririii iei in liard concrctc and ihc britkwork im wrll iu thi» mawinry rr- 
«rrnlilr ihr Cnnutaiiiiiiian «alis and rouiidaijon \valls of ihr Latrran basilica Towaril llir rast 
pari uf ihr crllar iliis siylobair is inUTriipIrid bv a later openinj; isubsrqurndy fillrd in \vith much 
ponrrr brirkwiirk.i; la-hivv ihrs ojicniiiK (lic peperino foundation rvaJJ cncounters the remains of an 
cartiri slrui-lun- nf »fm.i liiMvm. 

In the wal tvall of ihr crlJar, brnrath tlir spriiiging of ihr iviiirele vaull, wr fimi two siraU 
of aiilrirdcni huildings ihai are cut back to ihe plane of llie cellar uall and iherefore apprar in 
rr»)w seclion fig. 19.1. The loHcr stratum comprises two parallcl walU of li^italum (A-A) run- 
ning diagonaity acroia ihc plan ofihc church; ihcir ivinrrrle fouiidaliuns, 1.50 in. ilerp, wcne cast 
beiwcen boaidcd shulirring. Thr upprr sinitom is a brick waJl ;B), paraJIel wilh the church 
plan and buili wilJi vrry red bricks in a modulus of five coimrs per Roman fnol iTig. 18, Icli cdgc:. 
Ii is o.Cn in, thick and lias at its bair a singlr Ibuliiig uourse of large bricks whicli projeci 0.13 m. 
OH rachsidc; bcncalh iJial is a rough concrctc foundation «ali (C; consisting ofliimps of liila sct in 
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murlur. Thesr walU wrrr supcrccdcd Uy ibc fuurlh rrntiiry «all (D-Ei nt thr north eiid nf the 
cclkr. NcvcrlhclcM, wall B it imponant 10 ut brtause its structure U esacily the lamr at, and it 
prctumably conlcnipuiaiy wiih, thr wall cnnitituling thr louiU end «I thr rrllar, Thls «all it 
parallrt with H, it buill wilh tlic tatiic brickwork, and luu the tamr typr of ruuiidaliont at the inmr 
Irv-rl. Wr do not know iu (hickncw. It ttands almoil in the line nf thr (VaroUncuit sniith nave tu- 
Innnade (as shown by the marblc lintei fragmenti and il muit have bren rithrr incoiporated into, 
cir reiised as, thr rolnnnade tlylobatr. The currrtpondmtr bclwrcii «all B and the Iburth iriilury 
nnnh stylobate suggesti ihal the wall wbicb dotet the toulh end <if the tellar it nldrr thaii tlir north 
«all. 


S. The North Aiele and Convent Buildings 

A siiiall doorway in the northwctt comer of the inner couri, below ihc liaicrnth rrniury piif. 
tico, givrs access to a large clianibcr «liich wat uriginally tlic weit half of thr north aitle and 
more reccntly served at the ronvent rtfcciory >,pl. I; fig. 6). Iu touth wall Ifig. 90) riwhites 
columnt of tlir former Romanctque nave colonnade which are aligned wilh thr coliiiniii on ihc 
norlli side of the inner couri. As in ihe ruiirt, lliry arc a mixrd eolleclion nf bases, liutUt and limlc 
capitali, tome tiirdieval, otliert clatiical. ImmcdUlcly to the tcfl of thr doorway riiix a brick pier, 
cmcifiirni and mcasuring 1.87 m. in widili and 1.30 m. in ihicknett ifig. 90, Irft rdgei. Elaiiked on 
raeli side by tix columni and seven arrhrs, the pier tlandt in ihc iniddlr of thr nrigitial lotoiinadr, 
halfway bctwecn the former fa<;adr and the apte. The brickwork <if Uic pier U puinivd wilh Riiman- 
ctque /alsa rarSina; the same lype of liiiUli is tcen in tome of thr blocking walU which ical iip ilie 
arcades to create the north wall of ihc present church, cipccially in the iraiuepl. lictu c ii it evi* 
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dent that ilii- ariaried coJonnade oii iJic north ride of Ihc fontier, lojiijci tia W i* itwlf a Raniancujue 
.irutinrr, alllunipli modifieri later in Ihc Romanciquc pcrind lo create ihc preicnl, «maller 

rhureli. , . . i,. e i 

'J7if cIcJXiirnrrv tviiidow'* of cJir fir<t Rnmiincstino ba*ifica cx«t lUUici in thc wr*t hali of Ihc 
ehureh, viriWc on ihc interior (pl. 11. ai. btir eonrealed on Ihc evterinr by tlie late supcrjiriicturr 
abotf Ihc north airic. .At a disituicc ol 4.«o iii. abotr the luitimil of cach nreh ofthe raily Ro- 
mnnr*,ue nave airadr, a lound-headcd window, J.io m. vvidc and a.an m. Trotn sili lo apex, opcti» 
in the cicrcatorey wall. The crutiform pier at dic cctllcr of the nav-e tiilomiadc riic* throiigh the 
clcrcttorry and inmt be an original Iraturc of ihe enrly Rnmantatiuc design. The cave* ol the firal 
Rnmanetiiue nave lay aboiit 17 m. above the «nor, and llic sutnniil of the clrrettorry wall was 
derorated wiih a comice of marblc iiiodillion» and saw-ioodi brickuork. These wall* stili eaiat 
lo ilicir full height in the pari of ilic rhurch whirh is now the iianicpt; btit to the easi, wlicrc llic 
aislc* and gallerics of the secottd Romane«qiir rhurch siand, llic walls have bren ciit dnwii to a 
lowcr levrl :fig. 51. 

The stylobate on svhirh the eail)' Romanetqtic tiavc rolonn.-ide siands is a continuation of thr 
fourth renturj wall icen in tlir celJai bclow ihc inner court, with a cerlain amuuiit of later masonry 
iu iu bighrr parU. The nibbJr which formcrlv fillcd the artificia! icrrace of thr norlli aisie ’ wat 
removed in i9(>J lo reduce Jateral pressure on thr siilMirurlurc. Thus Ihe norih llank of thr nave 
mliiiuiadc slyinhatr lias bcen expoted: it has the samc characleristics a* thr wall in Ihc cellar [fig. 
18). Brluw (brchurch flonr levrl the wall is i.jo iii. tliick. At Ihc wcst end ofthe nisle, the fourth 
ccDtury masonry luiJii uorth for 1.58 m. (C on fig. 6), before bcing rut off in a vcriical plane. 
Tlu- cutling of the lirii-kwork sliows ihal it originally continucd further nolth. Thr west fare of 
thrs spur of fourdi eentury masonry has afready becn noteti in deteribing thr mterinr * and was secn 
IO bc homogeneous wiih thr aptie (pl. II, c). AVe are ihtus confrxinieil with a contlnuous structure 
of fourth rerilury inasuniy cxicuding froin Ihe cellar of tliC inilcr court at the east end Iti the apse 
at its wcsicrn cxtrcmily, whilc a short spur of the lamc structure projects mirihwarti from the 
shoufdcr of the .apse. As this btiuk-shapcd wall lies diagonally ucrou the coniouia of tlic Coelian 
escarpniml /ig. 1), thr ctuirrelr foundaiiiins sren in llic inner court cellar aie at a highrr level 
ihaii UuMc ofthe norih spur. Iti ihc straighi pari of tlic structure ihc summit of tlic surviving fourth 
century masonry comaponds with the church Uoor IcvcJ. In the apac, on Ihe other hand, ihe 
rrmains of the fourth century structure rise afmosl to Ihc level of the preseni apse windowrs. 

The norih waJJ of thr north aislc is Carolingion, as alrcady nolcd in discussing the exterior. 
The substructure can bc secn inicrnally bclow lloor level in the cellar which was created in 1962 
by the removal of pari of the terracc lilliiig. The wall is 1.50 m. thick and is composed of large- 
rizn) hrirks supplemmtcd with fragmcnii of marblc. 'l'hcsc marblc fragmenis include a picce 
of a transenna post which is dalablc 011 the basis of the sfyle of carving to the sixtb or sevenih cen- 
lury, thus providing a umiiau poil ipum for the building of the wall. At this level ihc coursing 
modulus is a littic Icss than wat iiieasiircd at the basc of the terracc ”, the hcight of fivc couises here 
bcing 0,39 m. As is usually the case in Caroiingtan ina.tonry, the cniiiscs undulate and ihc wall 
facc W'avcrs in plan and in vcriical scctJon. Paris of an early lettseUaled pavemeni came to light 
in the West half of the north aislc whilc the substructures were bcing cxcavatcd, and yvere Consoli¬ 
dated and preserved. ■l'tie isavemeni ia composed of a number of Kjuure panels of Icsscllation 
outiincd by baiids of small marblc siabs Ifig. 21), The tesserae, very large and coarsc, form crude 
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roscties, squares with looped sidet, basket paitcms and inaisr spiu sn-nlr bniirynimha; ihey are 
exrculed in grren and red porphyry with oihrr icrnp* of colored marblr'. Sinrr ihit pas ement 
lim on a plallbrm whose walls arr almotl cenainiy Clamlingian, it can hardiy be rarlirr ihaii lite 
Catulingian |i«riod iiself, allluiugli llic lainc type of pavemeni lias itern iilrnliriril srveral liines 
in sixih century huildiiigs 

Above fiour level llic 1101 ih aitlc wall it 1.10 m. ihick. Much <if its uriKiiial ■uuriiirr was te- 
inovcd to provide Windows, prraumably at the lime ol' conversinn inir> a refcrioiy afler siqiara- 
liuu fruiii llic church, bul ihc main ouclinc of the CaroUngian fahric siirvivrt. A vcriical perprnd 



Fig. aI. SS. Quauro Coronali. Pavemeni in wetlern ITg. aa. SS. Qpatuo Cnrrmau. Si.uibeaM fomer uf 
liairiifnntlh aiilr rhamlicr i-veMr* ") olT north aith 


in the brickwork, 9.20 m. fniin ihr norihwcst comer of the aialc wall, denotes the riglil eslge «d 
ihc small apsed exedra which was iiotcd on Ihc outside at the suinmii «rf the iniernu-diair bultrc*»*. 
The exedra thus had walls about 1 m. thick and an inlemal diameter of a.Bti m. (pl. I). Al 
a disl.snce of 19.90 tn. friun llic northwest comer, the aUle wall is pierccd by a iloorway i.ftt m, 
vvidc and 2.90 m. high and s|}anned by a hoiizonial brick ait:h, which give» accew in lite wing 
of the fonvctit on the north side of ilie basilica. Tlie outside Cace of the wesl wall ol this wing has 
alrcady becn discussed •; at the level of ilir church lloor thr wall U i.io m. thick. l lie two small 
round Windows and Ihc corbch for an overhanging lairinc, secn on the exierios fig. itj, lannoi 
Iw iraccd on the inner wall face. Anolhrr Carolingian wall stand* i-jo m. lurihri east, parallcl 
with the first and Iherelorc nnl quilc al righl aiigles l» the aUle wall; il loniains the semalns cd 
a small niche 1.50 m. widc (fig. 22). These features suggest ihal ihc chamber was originally 
intended as some sort of vestry linking the basilica lo the nortlierii building, which prtibably lioused, 
as it docs now, ilie rcligiinis communily vvlvich K-rved the church. But the arrangement wa* 
soon ntodifird when a barrei vault, built in characierisiif. Carolingian brickwork, wa* interled at 
llic south end of the chamber, blocking tip onc of ihc round Windows. Above ilie vault rise* a 
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, ... tunjiruticil w«h brirk* »cl on cnil. anil «uppoi tpH at ihc iwo lori.cr» 

onhc rrrtilinfar cliambrr on murblr squiuchr» ii.adf <»l' «cusfrf fnviillfnW of tornirr. Tlic c.ir%xd 
nJan suggesto .»u.. in i« trrond form ihi» chambrr wa» domed. and .1». mnrr fonnal rhan.cwr 
Iiinrftoi ihal thf rliambrr had pojsibly bt-comr a chnp<’l. 

The «ari« to Ihc ra.t of the domrd thapri now fonn part of ihc convml; ihcy air m clnu».ira 
AodTc hav^^cn unabfc lu C*a.ni«r ihr inaaonry. Ncvcrthclc*. i. ia poadblr to d»..nKn.«h 
•hr .nain ouUinr of fhr orisinal plan in the genenJ diapoaJtion of the tvall. (pl. I.. Ihc north 
«aJJ of Ihc C..«di.glian baaiJira case more or Ic ia line «ith its uc« pari um.l it rrarhe. 

d.c plane of Ihc original fa^ade, 48 n,. from the «orthwcat comer. At ihu. joml the norlhei«l 
comer Ihc former badlka juu ou. from the »uih side of iho med.cvai conveirt Ulchcn. The 
wcst Walt of Ihr kitcheii u probably Romancjquc. lu upprr parf as it rmerges above ihc conveni 
roofi. ia cvidcn.lv Romanerque. and the far. ihat the «amc vvall oo.uinun «>u.h. at flnnr Icvcl, to 
io,errer, ihc former noch aisic and cons.i.u.e the wrs, wall of.hr Cbapc -1 of S. Silvea.ro, .tuggr.,» 
.Ita. Ihc whoJc medicval kitrbci dater f.om the ve.vmd Romat.raquc pharc. 

Bc>ond the nor.hear. comer „f .hc original basilica, .hr north wall .J- the atrium connnues 
in hoivcvcr, aboui 0.90 m. »outh of the aislc wall, and turned about 4® 10 ihc South ,pl. 1 ;. Ihc 
rc^ fo. tllc irrcgtilarily is uncer.ain, but is lilcly .0 be the prccipitons lerrain and the proximily 
of thr Via Tusculana. Near the northeari comer of the atrium iJir modern Via dei SS. Qiiallro 
Coronati risci siceply in its ascenl oj the CocJiau cscarpmcnt. Probably the ancietu ruari look 
the sainc rouic and, bcing mrk-lrewn at the .tunimit, was suffiticnlly immovablc tt, octasion the 
irrcffulariiy in ihc Carolin^an pian. 

Piirt of ific iate Roriiaiicsquc rcmodflinff which rcdinrd ihc chuixh lomplcx lf> lU present form 
was thr creation uf the CJiapel of .Saint Sylvestcr. ll tn eupies the norihvvcst cumer of the formrr 
aUium and exieiids into what wa.« oiiginaUy the easl end of the north aisie (!• on fig, 6,1. Iu 
building the cliapci, the end wall of the aislc was reinoved but itj fuimcr cxislenre is dcmonsiralrtl 
by the plan oftJic adjoining walls pl. I); a marked obliquity in the north side uf ihc chapel sl.ow* 
where the ihiriccnih century builtlers conrcalcd the enrncr between ihe north wall of the atriuin 
and ihal of the basilica by hJJiiig oiil llic Ibrmcr ami sliaving back Ihr lacter. A thick wall par- 
alJeJ to bt*lh the wcst wall of the convent kitehen and the cast wall of Ihc Caroltngian “ vestry 
and standing J.to m. cast of the latter may also hc Carolixigian; its masonry has nnl been exnm- 
ined but it is at right angics li> the north side of the icrracc, whivh is ecrtainly Carolingiaii'. 


6. Interior of the Prescnt Church (Wcst Pnrt of the Former Nnve) and Crypt 

'Ilie prrseni church of SS. Quattro Coronati oocupies ilic wcst half of ilie enrlitr and lai^cr Ro- 
nianesque basilica (pls. I; II, a). Il it divided from the cast half (the iiiiicr rourt) by a wall 0.60 ni. 
tliick, preceded by a vaulled porch, apparrntly of sixteetilli century date. The nave of the pretent 
hatiliia is flankcd by four columns and live arrlies, with side aisles and gallerics above {fig. 4). The 
gaticry arcades are arranged in two groiips of three openings separnted by a pier ivhich rises over the 
apex of the niiddlc arch in the lower order (pl. II, a). Fonnerly, the arcading of the gallcrics conlin- 
ued acioM ihceasi end oflhc present nave aiidopcned inio agallcryovcr tlic porch in the inner courl. 
To the wcic, the nave terminales »l a ull lriumph.^l arch beyond which the transept utxupics llie 
whole breadth of the carlirr nave. Tlic apte, unchanged from the earlicr plan, occupies altnosC 
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thr full widih of thr transept. The arrudn and coluiiiiada uf thr wcst pati of thr rarlter aiitl Ur* 
ger churcli havr survivetl, inrorporatrd into the side walh td thr. prrteiil aiilcs and end wallt of 
ihc ir.vnscpi (fig. aj). Near thr norlhciul ronier ol the ntiilh aislr is prrservcd the inner luce of 
the rriwifurm pier whirh marked the Central poini nf ihc cailier <'olnnnade‘. Ciorrespuiidiiig 
fralures nf the South aitie remain, including the loutii crutiform pier and some of the vnliimiu fiom 
the wesiem h.vlf of the carly Romanesque south colonnadr. Houever, os notrd wlten drsriibing 
the innet couxi, no irace is fouiid of ilir easlcnt half uf ibis rnUinnade. 

Alibuugh thr r.rypi was remodeird in the rrsloratioi, nf Ihr i6ao’t, ilir rxcaviiliims of 19111 



cnabicd Munu/ 10 reconstruet the Carolingiaii plan and to leavr lomr (d* the Cainilingiaii walls 
exposed *. At preseni, two srvenlceiilh century iuirw,yys descend into tlic crypt (pl. l). Tliey Uc 
cltwc to the north and south transept walls, and at the chord of tlic ap«e ihcy curve to right .iiid Irft, 
avoiding the apse shoulders. Here ihcy enter the semicircular crypt passage which, as is uiiial, 
follows the interior of the apse wall. The floor of the passage is a.5 m. below nave llour Icvcl but, 
bccau.se of the stceply dcscending icrrain and the great hciglit of the a|MC lubsiruciurr, tl is, of 
ronrsr, liigli above the Icvcl of the grnund outsidc. The crypt winckrw (lig. 1), uii the apse cen- 
ter line, upens about nine meters above gnxund. Just in froni of this window, at tlie ceiilrr of lite 
curved passage, a straight corritlor Icads cast to the confessio. Sinrc llie leveniccnih century al- 
teraliuiis, four urns conl.iining the relies of the Four Coronati have stood in a vaulted i hamber only 
3 m. cast of the juncion of the passages, and ihus wiihin the semicircular area i>f the apic. Biil 
in the original ,-irrangrmenl the ceiiirai passage was longcr, leading 10 a ctxmpartmcnt, about 3 in. 
sqii.yrc, casi of (lie apse chord. This chamber was discovercd in 1913 and is iliU aceesaiblc ihrougb 
a gniting in the transept floor. The brit.k walls are cvideiilly Carolingian, and the chamber has an 
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unusiiiti pavitriM-nt made of horizonta! co- 
lumn «hahii'. To »hc north and south of 
thls compartnieiii, .\fui'io/ also discovcrcd 
thc walls of the Caroliiigiaii slairwayi. Ap- 
pairnlly ilic stairs bc|;an on a norlh-ioudi 
a.xis and lurinxl ai right anf^les to cntcr thc 
rurved passagc; thc stairway wafb, as usiiaJ, 
coritatn nirhes for lampi» (hg. 124). 


7. Cloisters and Convcnt 
(South Aislc of thc former Church) 


•A dixnsvay in llic wnih wall of thr pres* 
eni rJiuffh leads to thc arca in thc cloisters 
whkh originali)' was part of thc souUi aisle 
of thc carly basilica (pl. 1). The ihick wall 
bctwecn ihc northwcst corner of thc cloisters 
and thc present sacristy is presumubly the wcsl 
ciid Wall of the former aisle. The side wall of 
thc aisle has been removed to mtike wny for 
the cloisters and garden, hut \tunoz luca- 


‘ MeSux. at, 1914, pl. VI; pcriKtf» Uiia wj» duoc Iu dmi»uu(ju kAIkt. ut», in It» rxK. 7ni|)hl hBVe founJ it <»!>' “ »•<«!* 
ibe «udnu Imni faebw, liotu <l lio hiuli •buue (lojiid. 
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ted thc rouiulalioni and huill a ledgc of mndrrn brirkworli iu tJie cnsi wnlk nf thr i toistcr» In dc- 
motulralc ihcir iKwilitm. Rast of Uic ilolsters. thc south aisle wall Ihg. 95) it uiH i, 

Irngth of thc nave; it ii ovcf 1 in. Ihirk and iiow (lanUt a 
thc south litir of thc inne 


t for thc fuH 

'«mbrr of thc ronveiu wlikh lies alimg 
'»tkkwork is typUally Clanilingian. with icused Ruman 
hi u ks, undulatmg cn.intc, and thiti .....rlar heds, The l.ri. ks aic sharp cd»,'.! and srry likcly werc 
takcn frtiin «.mc ncarby Roman conslruciion. pissibly the aqucduit «f Nero. A pcri>endkiihir 
joint in thc brickworlt defines tltc «luihr.ist corner of the nriginal aisle. hut th» is sern oiily .st a 
hcighl of 5 m. above gcoinul hecause the Uiwer coiirscs are liut in a modrrn o|irninR. A w»)) «f 
thc samc lliickii™ whkh contimics rasi in the same dim linn is .natimed to br thc south side uf thc 
Carolingian atrium, hut unforiunalel) ssc liave had no op,«»rtuniiy to study ihis pa,, „l'ihc umiplex' 

A small cross-saiilictl chapcl with ihiec aptes projecis fisun the souili sicle «f the thuich near 
the mitidie of ihc aislc wall. tt too is sccurcly date.l lo thc Carolingian pciind by its t haracleristk 
btiekwork (fig. 26). The plan is approximalcly uptare. each wall mcasuring abom ly.s m. inter- 
nally. The ihree excrescent walls are o.tjo m. thick, while the foiirth side is intrgral with thc wall 
of the aisle. The concrete ctoas vaiill resis on four sculplured inarblc cntahlaturc bUuk» Ifig. ayj, 
and it is probablc thai comet l ulumns werc oiigiitally placcd liencaU» ihem; retemblancc to thr 
chapel of S. Zeno at S. Hrassecle is obvious *. The origiiial einrancc 10 the t hapcl li nm thc smiih 
aislc is a rcclangular cloorsvay. formerly tmly 1.25 m. wide hut subseqtienlly enlaiijcd. The ori- 
ginal widlh of the opening can bc dedueed from tJte ipan of iu liat brirk aii h; ihit alsu slinws th.tt 
the original doorway was not 011 the axis of thr rha|N;l but somrwhat to thc wrsi of thr cenier line. 
Each of thc oiher ihrcc walls has a Central semicircular nkhe; ihc nkhr opposite thc diMirway is 
1.90 m. widc, thosc in thc rast and wcil walls nicasure 1.50 ns. and 1.30 ni. respeciivcly, A 
modern doorway has been cui through thc bat k of the wcjtem niche. Thr thapcl was illiiminatcd 
by rcctaiigular Windows with pierccd inarblc iraiweitnae alwvc cach iiichc. I hc walls and vatilis 
arc dccoraiwl with thc rcmaiiis of frcscocs, mostly of the ihirtrenih ecntuiy; hut traecs of niiiih 
century paintings show undcmcath. Tltc chajiel lies exncily opposite thc domeri iliapei which 
opens olf thc norih aisle “ (pl. I}. 


F. RKCONSTRUCTIO.N 


1. The Fourth Century Building 

Tltc layout of thc buihiings succccding cach othci' 011 the site of the cliurch and conveni nf SS. 
Qiiailro Coronati was liltie innucnccd, if at all, by lite classical rrmains founii near and lielow 
thc present buildings. Tltc Roman strccls, thc hintses, the hatlu near the apse and ut thc Ihoi of 
thc norih wall, .titd fitiuily, thc remains of titialum walls in thc rcllar below the inner court, arc all 
oblique lo the axis of thr present church and its predrresson ,pl. I). 

I hc sitc’s first important building within thc scope of our study was thc structure itlenlifirtl 
in thc south quatlniiil of the apse and in llic ibuiidaiion wall wliirh coiitinucs ihroiiglunit thc Icngtli 
of thc Carolingian north colonnade and lunis into the nonli wall of the inner couityard ccllar. 
This struriiirc consisled of a singie nave, abotii 48 R. fi. widc intcrnally, tcmiinated by a laigc 


‘ Scc iioso 1. i>. 17. 

* S<r abow, Vol. II), p. ayj ff. 

• See xbuve, p, as. 
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__1 apac (fi?. 28). The mullicrn quniirant 

I of thii ap«r louchrd the cortter of an 
I obliqurl)' orirrit«l rM langiilar buildil^- 
I Thr Icngili of llie nave is uticcrwin. 
_ Siiicc llic exlaiit foundatioiis of the 

“ norlh xx-all air over 120 R. ft. long. thc 

I hall — ■•>>'l‘OU(jh rccalling the Basilha 
□««o i of.Iuniu* Ikissii» (S. Andrca in Giia- 

_ liarbara) — was very different in pi-o- 

- - - 11 ' ponion; ior, wliilc the lattcr iiad nearly 

I t).c Mine widtli a.s the lialj at Quattio 

I Coronati, its inner length w:w littie 
1 more than about fio or, with the nar- 

' thex, 80 R. fi *. Even if the buildiiig 

at Quattro Coronati was provideri with 
a siniilar narthex in iw eastem pait, 
tlie hall itself miist have had piopor- 
lions considenihiy longer than the Bas- 
su* basUira. The floo. level of the hall is presumably represented by the division, t.25 ^ 
below the preseni nave floor, betrveen the fot.ncJatioi. and the rising walJs. As the ong.nal sutnmtt 
of r apse is lost. wc atr unable .0 estimate the height of the haU. The absente of intermed ate 
straea. b^ween the remains of the Roman bath on the north side of the nave and the 
Te walls uhieh rise above thcm, prove, tha. the fin» bnilding had no s.de atsles. The stump of 
an intrgral «ali pioj.x-dng i.orth from the shoulder of the apse must therefore bc tnterpreted as a 
.rrLL feiure in a building «hich stood so do«: to the edge of the escarpmcnt. 
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2. A Sixth or Seventh Century Construction 

The pavement which suiA-ives in the north aisle of the ftrsl Ron.aiiesqne thurch appears by 
iis style to date from the sixth century or a litUe later (f.g. 2.',. It scems to bc one of a grottp of 
paveinents of a make and design so sitnilar as to suggest the activity of a single vvorLshop. Exam- 
plcs of ihU group arc the floor of the prcsbyicrv' of S. Maria Antiqua, dated aAcr 565; ihc pave- 
mmts in Uic lowcr thurch of S. Cleiuenlc, 523 “> 5 a 6 ; a Iloor secn by Vespignani in the east basi¬ 
lica of S. Lorenzo f. 1 . m., 579 to 590; and finally, the flo..! in the room to the right ol ihc apse 
of S. Crisogono, afier 500*. Houevcr, the cxample ai SS. Quattro Coronali is almost fhc otily 
evidente ol btiilding atUvity there in the sixth century or possibly slightiy later. The pavement 
is flankrd to the soulh by ihc foundation wall of the fourth century apsed hall «hich later camed 
the coloiiuadc of the niiiUi ccntur)' thurch; to the north stands the Carolingian aisle «ali. If the 
pavement ii nol Carolingian, the only pos-sible cxplanalion for it wouid bc ro suppose that a con- 
temporaueous foundation «ali is hidden bctwecu the inner and oulcr fares ol ihc Carolingian 


' ice sUnc. Vol. I. p. 6a; uid I.tun siid Aiwnv. -'L» BuUia di Oiuniii K»», «ulfEKiuilinu ", 9 tigs»), p. »»• ff- tliifor. 

tuMKlT ibr piati publafcati In iliai [ujir/ taa no <ule and Ifac iDcaiun-inmu muii tx uben fium Uic rrniiuiiualino drainnga ut npir and lidc 
ntUI. Sa*. ^mcwr, iIk fcvued pton in Caciiamv t» A«avjj«, •' La lUlaiiune itilk Uisir drlla HjalU» di Giun» Ba«o'/Imdi-. fti»». dirnt, 
40 1)967-68., pi iji ff , and BaCATii, Sian 4 t OiOa, VI. Roma. 1560. p. 181 It. 

* 8« aliuvr Vol. 1 , pfL igo, 199; II. pp. t., 969 ft. 
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substructure. The faces are 
undoublediy Carolingian, but 
it is possible that they are 
only refaeings of an oldcr 
wall «■litrb, logeibrr with the 
Wall of the apsed hall, might 
have bounded the room in 
wluch the pavemeiii was laid. 

Whether this room was a 
closed side room or an aisle, 
opening into the apsed hall, 
remains an open question. 

3. The Carolingian Church 

VVhcn the apsed hall was rc- 
placecl by the firsi Carolingian 
basilica, Ihc original apse was 
retained and possibly hcighl- 
cned, whilc the side walls of 
the hall were raaed lo the Icvcl 
where they rould be used as 
stylobates for nave coloiinadcs 
(fig. 29). The rapid fali of the 
terrain north of the right hand 
colonnadc ncccssiiaied tlic 
eonstruccion of an immense 
lerraccd substructure for the 
north aisle. A simple basi¬ 
lica of three aisles, iGo R. ff. 
long and 100 R. ft. wide, was 
created. It was enicred from 
the east through a single door- 
way on ihe cenler line; subsid- 
iary doors may have opencd 
intu the aisles, but no tracc of 
thcm is Icft. Nave and aisles 
werc separated by colonnadcs 
and, wbite tlie iiumber ofcol- 

Uinn.S is unknown, ihc dona- Qualtio Curunali. Suggrstcd rrconnructiun, CaidUnKun aate 

tion by Leo IV of thiiiy-four and porch fumi mifibout 

veiIs ‘ indicates that the nave 

colonnade had sevenieen intercoluimiations and thus sixteen columi». Wc know that the 
colonnadcs terminated at the ca.st end with hrick end piers and supported marblc architraves. 




’ S«r abave, dtg. 

























OflRrlU BAM UnAR r» I.HKWTtA.VARt M ROMAI 

AIk«x lh«r « h«.vy m«blc ctxrnicr ,ur«>unH,.l thr n.vc .Sinrc .he C.mJinglan bric kwork 
,l,r au»c’.fi« riJl aboxT «hf Irvcl of «hc srvrntien.h «niur>' w,ndo«., «hr r^,»l«g;.an 

icd .0 .h. fclic chambc.. a «quaic mom a. thr w«t end of Ac navr. ^hctc Uo \ pUrrd 
,hr .lophap of thr four ma. .>r, U, »hom .l.c chor. h « drH.ra.cd, Abnvo thc iugh al.rn ro.c a 
curtaiocd-oir ciborium of rilver *, In fronr of 0.c altar thc chancc «a, rl.««l oH by a pergo Ia. a 
coloni.ade r*Hth paraprU cloring thr intcrcolunmiatinm •, preruinably a pft Leo I \ . ^ i 
thran«r///ba...unix.din thr clobtrr ». To thr eaat thr baailica p.ccodcd 

«uarr atrium ,u..oun<l«J by a quadripnrticu*. rach portteo hating fu-r arcad« wluch rea.rd on 
conter pin, and. prcsumably. colurnus. The atrium was en.rrrd on thr . hurch ax.« •'•^ugh an 
.^ajiem eatewav Above thi« lose a higli, squate lower whtrh interrupied thc cail itoruco and culmi- 
natrd in an at^aded l<«gia. The continualion of the north side wall of thc u.rium hejond thr 
cast flank oflhr ttmer. and thc arrhway in thU picce of evali, suggest ihe poasibihly oi an areaded 
porch (fig. 30;. 

Nortli of thr ItasUicB and atrium, thc artificia/ terracc projn;tcd as an cxcrcKcnrr, tio k. 11. 
Jotig from ras. Io nesl and 35 «o 4« «• *" «»>'■ 

of a vesiry; in a second priiod this wa» transformrd inio a domrd ehapel whii h coinninnicated 
widi thc north a/dc. In thc west pari ol' thc north aisJe. a butlr».s which strrtigthcned thc sub¬ 
structure wa» adapted to support a sma// apse pmjccling from the side ofthr aisic; this tvaa prob- 
ably another chaprl. A thiid cltapcl stili prujert. from thc «mth aisle. They arc probably thr 
cbajtrk ofSt. Barlwra, Nichola.s and Sixtiis, mriitioncd under Leo IV 


4. The First Romanesqur Church 

The ralttned remains of the (iirolingian nave t omices show thai this first basilit a was dcstroyed 
by fire (figs. 15, 16). ApparcntJy the colonnadcs and thc clcrestorey tvalis prrishcd compiricly, tt>- 
gether tt-ith tlie north quadrant of the apw ivall. Howevcr. thc ouuidc w-alls of thr ai-tlcs and the cast 
waJJ sun-ived, as did the vaulted building to the south and peiliaps thc residentiid northem biiil- 
diiig. 'I he perimeter walls of the aiiium and thc gate tower remained uniouched. \Vc do not 
knotv if Ilie atrium porticoes wcre alTected. In due coursc the mined church was reslorcd using 
thc remains of the earlier «alJs and thus conserving thc nulline of the plan (fig. 31). The north 
quadrant of the apse was rebuill. Sulssidiary doorvvays wcre cui in thc fai^adc wall of thc nave, 
flankirig the iienlrai ojicning. A nete 1« of ancirtit columns was collectcd for the nave colonnades 
and provided with Ionie capitals, some clawical, some Romanesque iriiiiaiions. The Icvel ol thc 
bases and hence tlie flooi' leve/ was slightiy lower than in the preseiil smaltcr church. Inslcad of 
JintrJs, archrs spannrd thc intcrcolumniations, bul for some reason thc old linteis survived in thc cast 
bays of thc south colonnadc At the tciiler of cach colonnadc, thc rhythm of the arcades was 


■ K e, ji, p, 116 . 

• OM, pt iwi fnr l»'i doiuiUiiu, m abon, dit. tlis-ii. 

• iHr Mta», 1^. rit.. igi«, ligi. s8 ff 
< /. e., II. p. itc. 

• 'ITU muSrr wl) ponive Chat xc daacrer wiih tbc ihoit pcnpoundrd by .\rui.ioaj Cnmi, 01., p. git S., uha Hippoas thr 
acuulnd huilitx Ia bc aa aarly Chrwian «nunirr. 


as. qfArtao cokunati 

interrupied by a rrucifonn pirr clividing tlic nave intu iwo lialvcs iif aevrn arrhn rarh. (.'.Iere- 
storey walls rosr above ilie arrades to a lieigbi of 16,50 m, «bove ilir Hoor and a clrrniinrry winctow 
opeiicd abovr rarh of dir fourtccu arc lies, Seven of Ihrsr Windows «rc stili prcarrvrcl in llir 
wcsi part of thr stnirturr, wliile thc exiraordinarily liigh w«ll wliicli rose above ihrm tiirvives 
oniy in thc arca of ihr prrsrni iraiiacpt (fig. 5). 

The frcwoca of Gregorius and Priroliiiiii liavc been ailtibulrcl to this 1 raloialiim but thc 
fcw remnanls prrsrivetl on the face of titr ajjsc «rcli may c(|UBtly wcll hr iif tiie iliiilmuh 
ceiilury*. The rclic chamhrr iif Leo IV was rr-earavaied, the rrliri found, and thc rhamtirr 
rcinforceil. netv high altar 



ing church, cotnprising nave, 

iransept, aislcs and, apparemly, galleries. The latier, bowovcr, may have becn sluim gallrrir» 
whose onIy function wa» lo reduce tlic span of thc roofbcams. S. Aleisio c Koiiifat io and S, C.rtHC 
in Gcrusalcmiiie, as they wcre before thc eighlccnllt eeniury, oller closc paiallrls*. hilher at 
thc lime of the coiistruction of thc second Romaneique thurvh or subscquenily, thc rrclundarii 
parts of the former church wcre uttlized: thc cast part of ibe vnuth aisle was used foi lest- 
dcnlial chatnhcnt, whilc the wc*t porlion was dcmolishcd lo make way for a eloistet. Ihe 
cast hair of the former nave bccame an oprn couriyanl iiucrtcd belwecn ihr oUI «IriiiiTi aml 
thc ncw nave. Thr former north aisle was walled olf anti most of tl was adtletl 10 the norlh- 
cm resideiitial building. Howevcr, thc easicnimost bay of thc north aisle was )oined lo thr 
norihwcst comer of thc former atrium by dcmolishing ihe aisle end wall, and the (.haprl of 
St. Sylvcster was thus cieatcd. North and cast of this ihapei and «btive iu vault, thc north 
wiiig of thc rcsidcncc was cniuigcd by ihe construciioii of thc mtwastery kiu lien and a gteat 
towei -likc structure over it. Otlier aitnrjies wcre addeti north and west of this north wing. 


■ Soc iibm«. ilis. ii«j<j-tiiB. 

• MiBni. If. iif.. Aflrtsehi iltl sii •nolo... 191 J. p. »?« t. 

• S« «borf, dit. lujil-ma. 
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6. Later Work» 

1 fo ihe chunh ran Ix- «munarired briefly. The former atrium, that 

The subtequen. f ^“Xt.er., probably in rhe .ixteen.b ccmury. Intirtc .hc 

'h the aptr wa. rrdecorated and a new hi.i,h altar «a. erccted by 

(^iJal Milh^ bettveen .6*+ and .630. Finally, the rea.orafinn. diret ted by A. Muiicz ,n .9.* 

ihf arrada of tl.e cJe^enth ccnOiry chiireh. 


c. j:;HRqNOLoov 

The htVorv of SS. Otratin, Coronati it comparatively wcll dorumented fn.m the pnn.ificatc 
of Leo I\' '«.»7-853) ooH^rd, but it« prior hittory i> hard to unravel. The {jomta in qucstion con- 
kumariof in Rome of a cui. cen.er of the Ciuattro Cuurnari and in. lorat.on; .he foun- 
datinn of a ti.ulu. of ilur. na.ne: thr 1 hronoJogical and ..,[x)|jraphi. al rclation» of that t.tului .0 
the '• ftVa/ai AtmUJMt and the eilablirhnirut of cithcr of there tituli ut the buildmgs orcupying 

the rite of the pretent rhurch and convent. „ 

Tfie cnf. of the marlyrs » a« esiablisherl in Rome by dic midtllr of the fourili ccntury. But noth- 
inff i> certain lega.dinff thr idcntity of the four Coronari or the origin and locarion of thcir euH 
center in or near the dty. CJnc /»«na, po^tibly as eaily as the fourth centiiry, prese.ita them a* 
sculptor» who suffered martyrdom in Pannonia under Diocictian; a secoiid Passu» rnakes them 
soldier» who died for the faiih in Rome >. I hc Df/suss/io Martjmm in 354 1'»'* November 9 the 
festival and the namci of the four ■ i» oimitatun ’ », a toiKinym which refent either to a region in 
Pannonia * or - a» u the case ivith the majnrity of listings in that documen. - to »omc phiec tn 
the Rornan Campagna. Indecl, the guides of the seventh ceniuo’ nulf ihe burial placc of the four 
mart)Ts in the cataromb of SS. MaiccUino e Pielio on the Via Ijbicana •. I hc indication of thetr 
festiva! in the MartynUgbtm //iertHjmwmm on November 8 “ ad Catlia monU " tTOiiipounds the con- 
fuiion, for thi« itas becn taken to mcan that, from the outset, the cult center was on or near the sitc 
of the present chun h, inside the city However, ihi* citatiori occ.ur» only m thr Bcmetnw cdittoii 
of the martyroJoRy, which — uniike most of that collection — doe» not date from 422 or earlicr 
but is coraparaiivcJy late, albeil not later than the end of the tixth ccntury, Tliua the citation in 
the Mailynietmm Himssymaiium u more or Icts contemporary with the firsl documentary referente 
in 595 to the '■ tstulus samhntm Qualtutr Caniuslerum " *- 

On the other hand, a " iMus Atmiliamu " appeam in the signatures of 499 and disappciun from 
the rynod lisi of 595, to be replaced by a *• ti/ufus Q^Umt Curonalorum On this b;ui» it ha» a1- 
way» bern astumed that tJie two are idcntical, and lliat SS. Quatiro Coionati replaced the lihsists 
.'ImiJiaiue. But thi» i» not enrircly certoiu. To bc sure, the tille " titulus Atmihanaf” can bc iraced 
hatk 10 499 and the idcntity of t!ie two tities scciiu lo be proved by the abscnce of the Ibr- 
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mula “ Qjsalluof Ctnnalarum " from ihe carlier list, and of the formula " .IrmtliuMr ” fmm thr. lalrr 
But ll rnust bc puinicd out ilial a» late as thr ninth erntury, thr /akrr Paulijuntis cites a irpnrale 
“ Situlus Armiliamas " alungsidc " SS. Qjtauto (sintMli ‘‘ *. In any rvent, the fonndatlon of the tiiu- 
tus Afmtliaiusf may go back Umg befure 499. 

As long as die fourth rentury ball which the present structure incorporntes was unknnwn, ll 
was natural tu look for ilic early cult center of dic taints at the fooi of ihc hili whrre ChriMian fmdt 
— epitaphs and freMors in a balh which had bren iransfurmed liitn a cliapel bad come to liglit 
in the scvcntccnth ccntury It was ali the more natural siner the evistesicr of thr cult center of 
the four saint» “ ad (iatlio menit ” wai assignrd to dic faurtli or ihe early rtflh centuries. But ihc 
argiimrnu carry littlc weighl. The frescoci in questions were apparrnily of bigh mrdieval date, 

••dt’ tempt aaltrAi-monfrmi ” *; the epitaphs, inrluding the Dainasian fiagment, may wrll bc lejerls 
from ihc mas» of similar ptaques brniighi from the catacombs for uk as paving iionrs in the Ronian- 
esque, or perhaps even in the CaruUngian basilica; and, as disrussrd abuve, the cult center “ ad 
Caelio monte " necd not have exisled much before the cnil of dtc sialh ccntury. 

The discovery of the aislcless apsed hall bclow dtc Carolingian and the finit Romaiiesquc b.i- 
silii a.s scem» at first glancc to eliminate ali doubl about Ihe localion of the titulus Aimiliaitoe. The 
struciural tcchnique of that building is cerlaiiily not later than the fourth ccntury. The propor- 
tion of mortar to brick, ihc doublcfaccd moriar |>ointiitg, and ihc carcfully fored lubblr fniiiulalion 
walls are all closely jiarallclcd in the Constanliiiian Miuclure of the Lalcran Basilica. Tite use of 
bipedni rourses for strengtiirning the attachment of the brick wall face to the concrete rore, com- 
mon in the second ccntury, is rare, if ever known in Rome afler ihe fourth ccntury. 

Howcvcr, the problrm is complex and ihcre remain a number of possibilides. The ” titulus 
Aemilittrutt" may bc identical with the later “ titulus ta/ulontm (i/ialtuor Coronatorum ", both Icgally 
and physically, in which case two alieniativc» present ihcnuelvc». It is possible tlic aixtecl nave 
was buill fiom the outset as the mccting hali of iliai titulus, about the middic of the fourth ccn¬ 
tury or not much Inter. Noihing in the piati or structure of ihe liall would discuunt tbis «late; in- 
dccd, the apse is appropriaicly laid out pointing wesl. It ihU holds, it would bc a rcmnrkalily 
early and important examplc of church building in Rome. But ihere U no indicaiton that ihc Itali 
wa* laid out for Ihe piirposcs of a Cliristian communiiy. Thus it is cqually puMihlc that it urigiiially 
was a reccptioii hall in onc of the great domus which siood on the Cfoelian Hili, becoming a church 
only later when the domus was acquircd by the Chriiiiaii communiiy a» onc of thcir tituli. Thi* 
obviously would have ukcii placc hefore 499. when ihc titulur Aeniiliatme ii first meniioned. The 
cult of ihc four martyrs would then have becn iransfcrrcd to llic titulus in the couiic of ilic fixth 
ccntury, rcplacing it» older namc, ccrtainly bdorc 595 when it appear» in an olTicial documrnl, 
But there is stili anolher posstbility. The Idier Ponti/kalu stalci in ihe biogra[>hy of Honoiius I 
(€25-638) that this pope made, dcdicalcd and endowcd the church of the Quatiro Coronali*. Nolit- 
ing iti Ihc structure can be atiributed to the seventh ccntury excepi prrhajM the pavemeiii found 
in the area of the old norlh aisle (fig. 21) and some rhanccl posls. Nevcrthcles», lite wording oftlie 
Lifrrr Poafijieatii, ihough brief, is precisc and can be inierpretcd to lupport the liypolhesi» that Hiw 
norius iransfeired the cult of the four saintt to an exiiting sccular building, the apsed nave. In 
Honorius' biography the wwds " fecit a solo " are oniitted with rcgatd to ihc churches hc esub- 
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n Srlci»'. and SS. Quaim/ C*,t 
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ncJ prohabfy ihr » 


s weW. Thi» ti 


iujiK«t Ih*» 


a 4<?cuJ«r «liurmrc «vhirli Honiirim tonk « 


I- anri furiiUhMi a 


churiti 
which illi- 


luhrd ai Adrinno, S. J.u 
»vai a «rrijjar f/aMiL»! rdifici 
SS. Qualiro Curonati wa» a»' 

"'‘Tw/ind Jiard U. .rlc. amonp d.csc th..r po«sibUili«. H ci.hrr uf.hr ..r.l .ko i, ac.cp.«l. 
,br panace in .iu- bio^rapl,. oi Hnnn.in, I ma>. fn: K.ir..cr,..,.cd, p.rhap. .n .ncan tha. bc ofl.- 
riailv drdira.cd ihc hati .» .hc Ibnr ,am.», »W namc it had prcvinady bomr 

n,».iblv orn mnonc il. rlcfR^’. but nol li..«Kicallv- H’. nn thc contraiy. .h« ll.ird hypnlhi-ais >f 
Lcptcd. i. wxmld havr ,n bc «►>«• /"«A*' " diAcrrnt part oi .hr clomu. 

... «bifh rhr ar«cd hal) brlotlgcd. or in a bilildioff bv, and thal ibc hall 1« 

onJ> Hhrn H.moriui tranrfr.tcd Io ii »«.0. thr ol.l tifuln» and thr cult of tiic lour 
lindu-s had ahsoriK-d. Surh a hypothn» mi^hl f.nd iuppnr. in thr iontjnur.1 usc .n n.ni). icnlury 
wunr, of thr nomcmla.urc "Mu. AmUinm." alooRsidr " Mu< u>«<tamm Illi Co,^uuU.n.n> , 
and ,hU miKi.l indiratr ihai thc litolu» conllnurd ili Irgal cxiitrn. c ... iomc form; hu. .1 .i aJ«. 
noisibJc tha. .lir ninth ccnlury rt>r.nula " /i/ufiL< Afm/junae " mrvci " iamMf Afmtiianuf .1 n mi-rr > 
par. of thc CaroJioRian rcna». cnrr oJ' tarly r.hriilian traditioniThe offi. lal dciipnal.oo iluc- 
lua.es for a loOR time, ho.h •' Muf " anti “ Muf Q^iJuor .umto,um " apprarmR i.dr 

l>y nide in thc «rnood haif of thr riiii.h tcnlur)'' 

I hc aidril basilica with it* tiabeated cohimiadc. airiiitn, and (jatr lowcr is clrarly a Camlm- 
jHari buildinyr; Ihc irii.iril Servian bl(K 1« io ibe founil.ilioiu and ihe nndularil conniing of thc liiick- 
v»ori Ic.tvr no nanii for doubi A joct isc date in thc jKjntificatc of Leo l\' f8-|7-B5S; is providcd 
by thc itauagc in thc Aiirr Fuuti/icalis tvhich atirib.ilcs lo him thc rcbuilding ofilic chiircli a» wcll 
as tbc iraiulcr of thc rc/ir< of ihc fout martyrs and in.mcious othrr sainis 

While iubscqiiriit rlr«-lopmcnis al SS. Qua.lrn Coronati arr oulsidc thc strojtr of thii wnik, 
thc daici ol lhc tvvt> Kninancsquc rcmodeltngs require lome di« i.s*ion. Lro’s Utsilo a was biiriird 
by the .Vormans orRolirri Cuiicard in 10U4 and was rcbuilt by Pasi liai 11, who astendrd ilic papal 
throne in logt)". Parts of thc Carolingian structure iiotably the cast waJl of thc nave, ihc outer 
walli of thc aislci. thr suti.h < hapri and i)ic south quadrant of thc itpse sverr prcscrs-cd wcll 
cnougli to bc incorporated inio thc tirw' builcling, although tlicir dccorations had beet, damaged 
b> ihr lirr of io8.|. I bus thc first Romanesque dtun h had mucli lite »aii.c lorm as Lco’s, c.vccpt 
tha. ihr nave colotmadrs «ere an ailcti instcad of trabcalcil, and ihc great corriite, which must 
have bcen a noiablc fcatunc of thc earlicr nave, wa* omiitcd. It is tloiiblful if this first Rniiian- 
esquf ciiurch was romp/cled. Al Icasi tbc easi ponion of (l.r snutb rolonnadc rcmaiiied li'abcatcd, 
and il is pocsibje thal thc projcct of rcbuilding was prcmaturcly suspmded. In any event, tbc 
h.it Romanesque ( bnicb wit rrplaccd by a scrnnd of grcally rediiccti 'i/c. Tbis ii thc chnich 
whicli Itandi loday, with iu transept, aislci, galicries, and nave alJ filicd into thc wcstcni Jialf of 






tbc lirn Romanesque nave l.s dalr rrmaiiw in lomr ibml.i hull imurd 011 M,iy ..J, it.fi, by 
Pascbal II tlalns iincquivorally ibat tbc ibuii b br bu.b was laid 001 " MOo«rifcMi i/ui.in “ loin- 
jiarcd 10 its prrdcsesMir*. Sime tbc first RoinaiicMno' ihurili wai a» large ai thr f.iiobnKi.tii basi¬ 
lica, Ibc patsagr must icfer lo thr pirstnl chnnb. Ibis means llial ihr scemui ibiirib lollowi-ti 
thc first aimnat im.nrdialcly, that is. ibat ibe prt.jc. 1 of liic fust tburth was ahaiidonrd tn tbr rnuisr 
of construilion, prrbaps bceauie of ibr laik of limlwi foi tbc rta.l tsc.ims riir masonry wliub 
blockl thr an ades ol thr fosi thurch and ibus forms tbc side walls of ibr scrond chtircb U 
not very diflcrrnl fiom the origiual Rom.iiirsf|uc brickworW. Moimvce, the lyiic of liir lecuoil 
churcli will» gallerirs ior possibly sham ganciieii s.irimmiiling ihr aitlrs .orrcspt.ntls with an rarly 
iwriftb ccntiiry Romaii prartiec, otico «dopted t.i dimiiiisb ihc span of tbc mol In anis PaiaWcU 
aic fbund al S. Alessio e Boiiifacio. probably dated about 1 iim»; al S. Cioic in («iituilcminr, 11 n 
to 1145; in tbc spa.i waUs cros.ing thc . roiial ipacc of S. Sirfano R..101,do. 11 v' 1“ > Hi; aiid in 
Ibc ir.snicpt of S. Paolo f. I. m.». Hriiic ihcrc is inoic tiutn a potaibiliiy ibal Pascbal ll, afler 
starling ant! abandoriing tbc projet . of thc first i burrb. buib tbr scttoid Romanesque cbi.r. h when 
hc issued thc bnll of May .. .6- In ibis case, thc rcdistovrry of li.r rclits and tbc bnibliiig tbc i.cw 
higli lUtar M rccordcd by the Lib^r Pi,uUJuulii and thr inu .iplion on tbc altar » would \.c Unkt-d lo 
thc ronitnirtion of Pasi liaPs sccond clnirch. 

Oii ihc otlict band, llicrc is also a possibiliiy llial Past iial actually coinpicicd tbc liist Rom.in- 
esque thurch, and thal tbc smallcr cbi.rib tollowcd only a icnlury Uter, in tbc bit. bali <it ibc 
thiricciiih cenlury. The cloistcn, dal.iblr Ity their style to tbc yrars laiMj-nao*, picsupiaisc ibr 
cxistcnic of thc present church and may indccd bc i tinicmporaiinois wilh il. Similaily. tbr < .ba- 
pil of St, Sylvcster, wbiib occupies pari of thc atrium jMirtiro and tbc castcninioil bay ol tbc 
norlh aisic of tbc liisl Roniancitiuc chun b, t annol bc earlicr iban thr present cburt h; .is p.iini- 
iiigs cxcciilcd in t i+fi. provide a Urmiuus anlt Pinally, ibnc was fornirrly a painling «m 

thc right Wall of Ibc present thurch whi.l. Im.ic tbc dalr .i4H«. AII ibcsc works tuigl.l bave 
bccii includcti in thc progr.nn wbcrcby thc rhurcb was rcduied lo its |.rciri.l si/c. U..I tbis sctoi.d 
allcrnaiivc is not very likcly. 


H. inSTORKIAL POSI I ION 

The question of thc iinpnrianrc of SS. Quatiro Otroi.aii ai an F.arly Cl.iisiiai. biiililiiiK must 
of nccessity remain unsoKcd. If tbc apsed hall. daiing t citaiiily fmn. thr mi.l-b.nrib tcntury, 
wai iniendcd as a Chriitian structure IVotn the otiisci, tlicn it w.o.bl br a very i.nix.rtant rxanq.lc 
of carly church building in Rome. As it is, thc situalion U ai.aU.gmn b. thal ol S. Ilalbina ’ 
ihat is, there is no decisive cvidcnrc, either archeological or liteiaty, to show iliat thc h.ill was oti- 
ginally a rcligious as opposed to a sccular strmiure, II il was originally a se. nlar biiiltliiiK, ihm 
SS. Qi.attro Coronali may bc comparcd tu sutb iliuivlics as S. Ai.drca i.i Catabarbaia and 

S. Lucia in Scitis», wlierc sccular or pagaii buildings wcre transforinctl imo Cdiustian cliuiclic» ^ 

in ihr scvciitli century-. ^ 

* fr 

‘ Ste «1»«-, ilis- nwiiiBi •« •lo) Kiii., . '*Hi*'- P J»* 'L ''P '• P ' , % 

• So: .U«». VV.I I. W' 4'>- «*•; P- '■ P- ^ t 

• See abovr, il<|. lum)-i'i»- » B 

‘ fonoiil.t. /<oiiJi. VIII, f. Ja<K o® ?'». •" «Ii» 'M»-- t 

• Mi Soa, 0^. fil., 1914. p, « If. l ■ 

■ Sce abovr, Vol. I, p, 91 <' V I 

• Ser . 1 =«:, \bl. I. p. 6 j r.; II. p. .H.> C. 11 
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I-h« tiimlinri»" rrnovaiio». of SS. Quatlro Comnati fxj.andcd thr prc%'iom mto A 

„„u^v CharaCcriMlc of .hr rc^•.•va] of Ear.y ChnM.AU .rad.uon .. «hr u,c of 

I. «.n^ine %o eniablaiurt rathr. ehan a^adr». Ihc formalion ofa.. atrium «Uh a nnadri- 
annuw «yp.. Xhc .«.cr ov^r O. c„.rancc «atc. naniui^nt 
indwmou. fo northcm a^chi.«.•u.x^. mav refl.rt thc .mpact ofa tm.isalpme .tylc on 

*‘T,l .wo Riunanaaqur ..modeliuR*. bolh po»ihly datahir ,o th. «ign of Pa« hal 11 .hr lu,t 
ch,mb a«hi.rni^ «ith a« aRadrd colonnadc. in aixordancc iv.th .«clf.h 

i..ur> XtW. and iiiooduccd thr cR«..baprd p«r to ac.cn. thc lougi.ud.nal prngrcai.on of 
thc caJ^c Thr sccond rcconamicicm of .he rhurch in ihc Romancsquc pcr.n<l grcatly rc 
duccd iu lizc and iotniduccd gallcric» .posribly «ham; wnparablr to thosc .n analogou. R..- 
mannquc renio.lcling* *. 


S S . Q i: I R I C O E G 1 U H T T A 


<.V. furfritl 


A. l ilBI.lOGRAPHV 

Fra Santi, Cair jnanrighiiie, isfltt, C. 59. 

UnoNio, .Vtotwfli, 1388, c. a83'''277' (rtcj niuprinl Iu paginatiun aftrr c. «84!. 

PAtfiKROLl, Ttitti .WauvHU iCoo, p. 725 ff.; i6a5|, P- if- 
luRaioio, l.f j«rw gnilr Vnlifanf, Romr, 1629, p. 302 IT. 

MARTiNrn.i. R«ma tc «t^iia meta, 1653, p. 293 f. 

FoRi.-m.LA, Jicritiuid, V'IIl, 1876, p. »97 ff. 

Nardoni, ■' D) alcuni joticrrancc cotdcuioiii ", Siusti t Wumnitt ii Siatia t Dirilt» 1 p, 163 ff.,r.p. 

ibft rr. 

L.ancui. 1, "II Foro di Auhusio ”, Bull. Com. 17 (1889), pp, 26 ff., 73 ff. 

Uacci, “ f)i aleone pit.ure medievali ... (a) ... SS. Q,uuico r Giiiliiu ", vV.fl..l.r. 16 (iqto), p. 83 ff. 
Chccheu.I, “ SS. Quirico r Ctulilla ", hama 1 (1923), p. 450. 

Huuen, Chitsf, 1927, p. 428. 

R.ava, ■" Santi Qiiirico c Giulitta", Bull. Cvm. 41 I1933), p. 217 ff. 

Mairi Ai.TU, " Indagini e ipotrsi sulla chicaa dei SS. C^uirico r Giiililia ”, UaUtHis» 4tl Rtalt lililuie ii atthta- 
Ingia t jlittia iflVatit 6 (1933-36), p, 127 ff. 

GtoVANNO.-.i, " I.a r.hina dei Santi Qiiirico e Giulitta... ”, Alii <Ul II Cvmtgm \agiamila H Siaria ielTAnHi- 
lilluttt (t937), Romr, 1939, p. 249 ff. 

ZtxcHl, Hama Dammiraaa, II, Flnirncr, 1940, p. 174 ff. 

AR.Uhi.iit<i-Cnnr.HKi.i.i, CAwrr, 19.12, p. 218 ff. 

CoRur.rr, “ The ClniTcii of SS. Qiiirico e Giulitta in Rome ", Fafifti Bril. ScAaut 28 (>960), p. 33 ff. 

Biisi, .W. Q.inrini r Giuiilla l l,c Chiese di Roma llluslratc, 60) Rume, ii.U. [1.761 ?]. 


B. A.\CILNT DFSCRIPTI OXS AND Il.I.USTRATIONS 

I, Anoikwt nmt.HirnoNsK 

UooNto, SeAtdam, Romr, Vatican Libmry, Barb. lat. 1994, f. 116 (ato); 2160, c, 169 (117); 2t6i, c. yj*. 
Rr>s.si, Dttrriftlia atiqw)! t<xtt.»arum, Rome, Vatican Library, Vat. laL 11.)04, f. 43. 

UauKto, Sialiom, («c. eil. 

ToRnioio, /ee. ri/. 

Mri.i.ini, Dr/fan/teAt/d ii /tama, Rome, Vatican Library, Vat. lat. ..905, c. 298 ff. (383 ff.:-. 

Brczio, TAfalram f.-VAii Ramai, X\TI, Rome, Vatican Libraiy, Vat. lat, 11886, f. 190 IT. 143« ff.), 

Rome, Archivio di Stato, Carptraziani reiigwie, SS. Q^urka t Gu/i«ii, pacco 5, fasc. 1, cc. 83', 104*, 167, 308, 
570 (R.\va, 6p. eil., p. 230 r.). 

Romr, Archivio Lateranense. Vieanalo, SS. Quiriea t CMlIa, CanUnziasa giuru/Ut, no. 8, 1733 {itii., p. 231). 
Rome, Archivio Lateranense, fGcarialo, Fanda S, (Jpmrg, Dvtumrnli de/la ehitta ... 17^!, vuU. A, R, C iNAaonui, 
eip. til., p. 3 f.; Mokialto, op. eil., p. 17G f.; eited by Moktalto also as Hira ii rieatit), 

Rome, Archivio di Stato, Carporaaoai religiese, SS. Qpiiuo » G‘ui(iff«, pacco 3, lettera (Rava, lac, cd.), 
CAKuet.LiER], Aditrtaria it ecelf.\iu Vehit Rvmae, Rome, Vatican Library, Vat. lat. 9166, c. 6 ff. 

II . AnCUSNT ILLUSIRAnOtfS. 

1382 Si:amozzi, Vicw of cliurch from soutb (iVom jatvta traiuiluriam), engraving; llittaen utpta It on- 
Ikhilh di Raaia, Venicc, 1582, pl. 6 (our fi.i;. 33). 


• Tbt foufc 


rifyikini of SS. Quific 


fiiuUlt 








CORPtn» 11A«LICARI'J 


I.IIRlSTLVNARru 


1588 FVa S*«II, Vicw ol' »«1 »'«1' «P*^» inMri*«^ " Ttmfji. S. Qiti/iri ", wixkIcu 

rys/mrt. c. yi (our %. ,1(1. „ 

IV#.1 TtMrtrt-A. VW of chiiirh from joutliwrtit, woodoil; I rhi Kc 

holin, 1915*; rppublijlird m^p ol' 1606 icd. F.iisi.i:, Homa •/ trmp» . 

j6i8 CfovA^uLi. Virw ol churili jnrf Cimpiinilr from »oii(li, <-n|[rAi'inK; /t» 

(. 31 ,our 3*). 

i6ai Maooi. Mw o/ chiirrh Irom *oulJi»<r*i. woodcut; M,ij5g»-MAiipin-I. 

F.iiRLt, Ktmt »t ttmp» rfi f 17//, Riitnr. 1315). 

1676 Tai-oa. Plfin of chureli, cngrAving; -Map of Rvmf (« 1 . Kiitti.r, Hini<t a! trmp» it Clmnlt X. Ruin< 


ntitt, I, Rnmr, i6in, 
Map at Komr IrtI. 


iriiil. 


i, Plaii of churth, pcn uiid v*ath; Arrhivio \'»(i 
o» ftuiM-e. Inr. til. (Rava, of. (it., liff. tfj. 


tui. \'icarialo. .V.V. Qjiirvo / f/ulix 


C UATRS 

538—M5 Pbpc conurratr» thr aluir >ltll lurviviiijj (H-e bdow, dig. I5n.( and p. 45I; ehr dalr of 

\'i.ipliiu' airrff, in 54.5, and luhsrqurnt cxUc untii hU dtadi pruvidci thr forminvi oittf, 

End VIII Thf KinHcdrln ItinciHiy Iwicv oiakf‘ rrlcrrnro to " .Vei (.yrian " : I.anciaki, /lio. £i(oi>rf/fji»r, 
cenniry coU. 439, 4411. 

1473 SiaUM IV findi thr rhiirth in niiiu and rrstnm ic 

UrK iw) PltFR-XNT lOROA lllRITA TERPL.\ fwl «11! 

Illi: REn-itrr pontri (uihia timpia via». 


Ttiii initripliiin, novi' un llir main dnor ‘ iloRo i.i a, /un^iani, VIII, p, ;{iiij, wa» formrriy wiOi- 
in tlif ctiurcli iM.arti.vf.lu. flvm« to tllntUa «170, p. 294; Mo.vtalto, of. eit., p. iGo). Othcr 
iniiriptionA of limilar c:nntrnl wrrc lormcrly r«ad on thc main door, in ihc pavcmcnl of *hr 
cliurcli and un ooc of Ujl- btam» iTorhicio, of. til., p. .i<>i: " ... te argumfi fasoU...dit me cofiale 
«/ • /mu imfnvtiiueSioli/VP»nt. Mat. Gneijuti ili Rutir £ira/rndriijn 1'iiL Ciinilur iadnirRcif 

aaini /aiitri. /n Itrra ia aa marmo » fi ligft Vutu/ tV «ivut JaMei 14J$ scc also Gatlcui, quot- 
ed in 1 'orczlla. /«. n/.; Mii.\tal jo, /st. nf.;. Alhmini, alno, rrrord*: " tlt mlena QinWrt <t 
Ja/ulae ea. 14J0 fwi» ealtsia iamti Vilalu ... jaae omae.t coilafiae a/aiuiamealis .Vu/no /I’ aano 
JuHlari reililuil‘‘ lAi HrKri.vi, Opuieulum ie .UitaUliias ... Rumae, iiiiij, c. 78>;.. 

CR. 1570 Piiu \' laisc» llic adjuitiing gronnd 3.25 m. to crcatc \'ia Tor de' Conti in wlul liad prrviiiuaty 
bcen a marsii on llic site of chr Fora of Augustus and .Ncna (LAvaAKi, of. eil., 1889, p. .30: 
Im-M, Rutas aai £ir«rafuuii, p. 307;, wntli thr rniiilt that thc church siands conudi-iably bctow 
lUrrt Icvvl. 

1584 Cardinal .Alntundrn .Medici rcstoici ihc cliuivli: ‘‘ iwa r*iff« mi Jwiti nme iettire retIaUa ia miglior 
forata e coa iuttu fUture ar/atnala ” lUcCMJio, Slalioai, c. bi»;. Whilc rcniodrling thc liigli 
altar, fic diseuxeis an ancient altar bcluw, aixignrd liy an iiucripiion, now lout, 10 tJie ponti* 
ficate of \'igUjui, 538-555 Cardinal Alrasandro'» insrription. Ibmtctly 011 ihc frontal of 

thr high altar .:MovTAi.ro, of. dl., p. lOO, (|iju(ing Mrllini and ilnuioj, is iiiiw un thc wall 
near thc ap»c: " srjisierr dreuorio xjii summo i-oiei . alexander mediou Htnes tit. prisb. 
i.ABIl. .ARCHIEP. rLORF.K. ALTARE HOC ,\ SE TRaVU ATUM IfT Iff MZLIORFM EORMaM 'VllV; RFIIACI UM 
.Ul IIEI IIU.VOREM r.T KI At-r. HARTT. QUtRiri Kr lUt.tTAE OO.ViECRAnT RKCJONnillS lAI.RU 
RM ItJUlB ex BRALHII» UORIMOEM MARTT. TtIM ALIIS RELt^LTIS (^tlAS lOX’ l.VVKNIT IV ANTlqt lS», 
AI.SARI A \TUUIO PAPA LONUCRATO qilRMAUMOIlUM TABULA MARUIIKEA lUIUEM IVVIVTA UE- 
LLARABAT ... AVNO 1>0M MULXXXIII Olr XIX FEBRUARII " .; FoRUn.I.A, /smvoai, VIII, p. 3021. 





_ “■ t «lUI.n-TA .3., 

1606 The chureli Iloor i» rahed mi vaiili» to iiiing It inio cuTirtpondcnrr wiih ilie gmund icvcl; 

'• l•Al(I.US V roRT. MAX. UAXRUAW MARO TrIVtjO VArAtrTR »X PEPREMUlUI LOlXI Ut AtP ARtlR 
INlNOArUlRIRO» EXPIIMIO lACl U HIRRU llll» IVRAISJ PAVIMERtO IN AI ITOHEH HEI.IIinSMUtlR 

tlic church i tM.\. 

I60B 'riu' high altar is Iramfcirrd 10 thc rasi end id ihe nase, ami a diHirway ii («rtced IbmMgti die 
old apic: " ... fame 160S ... I|/| Rtllore I). /f/riMriAi Suffatitti ... Ia roAiyna Ia ioei frittta li 01- 
Irata in theta fer mif» faiiaffia e iaWaltta jiee U fatrtaUt ..." iFarcjroli, loe. dl,, 16-15; 
cf. MoRiAt.ro. of. fil.. pp. 1G8 IT., 178. qiinling MelUnt Aiid iitheni. 

1630—1631 Cnnsiriircinn ol diaphragni arches acniRi llu' nate and iif ihe preteiii preiltytery terminate thr 
remnHrling of Ihe rhurch; " ... lfn<i rilratu itUa theta ... i«i{« f« luppilfa nioggie» et eaa l'arih 
tlut basti a metsca theta ... Poaito thji ta thlkt tkieia l ilata /iniis ifi nileisrr tua Ia raffella nm/oiinr/ ... 
et atrht aUali al lellv ..." Idoriiment of 1633, .Srchivio di Statu, Carpsruciiini rihftittt, V.V. Qjii- 
ries e fiiulina, paccu 5, fasc. 1, CC. 508, 510, qiiotrd hy Rava, of, tll., p. 2(0 l'.|; and " E/elo’ 
iism ... s .Vuf» IV faear nltalualem itutauialam ieatui ruinam miaunlrm in rlrfnnruirrw bam ftntttam 
reilituit Ctkaaut VIII... MHVXXX..." 'insciipliun fuimrily in thr vauU, irad " aitla mlla... 
a lellere tfon " by ToRRioio. of. eil., p. 302 If. and olhers; »ec MtxRiAl.Y», of. ril., pp. iliq, 
173 IT.). Comparison of Maioti'» map of 1O25 wilh Falda'» uf 167G tiiRgetia that thc olil 
apte was rrmuvcd al Ihis time. 

1728 1737 New crsluraliunt include t aulu lielow thc fluor and ahove tlir nave, rrdrroratinn of walU and 

painting of thc high altar lArchivio Valieano, 1'icsri'ato, Faaio 5. Qjnrira, OwuRiinh ilrlla 
cAiVis ... /7.76, fainm, quotcd hy MoR-ratTO, of. eit., p. 176 IT; tee also Archivtu Vallcunn, 
Ficsrioid, ,V.y. Quitieo e CiuUtta, ('.oaUntiata gtaoiJia. n, B, ipinird by Rava, of. al., p. 231; 
and rpiupli, dated 1739, I‘ori.».li.a. /trritiaai, VIII, p. 3031. 

1750 A dufinitory is huill ahove thc rhurch lArchivio di Stato, f.'orfrratiiiai rrliguiie, .M. Qjiirim e (Im- 
lilia, pacco 3, lelcera A. quotcd l>y Rava, af. eil,, p. a-ji), 

1806 The church Ls rrdccuialcd lee insi ripiion quotcd in Mortalto, s^. ni., p. 181; nut in For- 

■:eli.a, /terieioai). 

1930—1936 The lowrr chureli is cxcav.iird ICiovannomi. Im. ril.). 

and 1954 
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nASU.IC.\BI'W CIIRI»11ANARl-M KOMAh 


D. GENF.R.\L ^ESCRIPTIO.N 


inds to iKi- cast of ihr Forum of Aiiguatu», nnly a fcw 
«■s l>chind thr Tcmplr uf Mars Ultor (fi^s. 32, 33 ). 
Ii, oricntama. i. aimmt prc-iscly wilh thr cntranrr at thc w«t rn.l. The chun h OWM 

i,i prrsrni form ,ab.ran.iaJJy to ihr rcstorati.m, oi' >72«-. 737* Tl.r ,in«Ic entranr.- « cmbel- 
»ith a door framc abmt: which thr iiiK:ription» of Sixui, I\ and Paul \' are displayetl - 


The ihurrh of S«S. Quirico e- Chilitta st 
yards fmni ihe grr.it stone serem which r 




3a. SS. Quirico e Gtiilittn. 
mannali, V'ic» iJ' chuirh from 
jlh ncflin>nim /«KiimrtM». t6l8 


Fis- 33- SS. Quirite. . 
Scamoizi, Vicw of rh 
M>ulh aero»/«nuu t/Miih 



■TEMPL QYIRICI 


f w- 'M- Quincu <■ (iiolilu. Kra 
Santi, Fa^adr of church v*iih Utrmrr 

apir. ,388 


Inside, a reetiinj^larprr.sbyter>'continues llie simple nave east- 
ward and shclieis the high altar. Projeeliiig piers and arches 
divide the nave into four bays; it is Iit by Windows sct high 
abovr the aiehesi (pl. III;. .\bove the vaulicc) cciling, a spa- 
cious atiic buiJt in 1750 serves as refeciory .iiul dorniitory 
for the tiergy ^ A Romanesque campanile siands at thc 
southeast comer of thc nave. At present boih Ilanks of thc 
rhnrrh are hiddeii by private hoaves and other sccular build- 
ings which press against its vvalls, and thc original situation 
is better iinderstood through sixtcenili tenlury illustrations 
p|i||p(, 33, 34), Howevcr, thc souch wall was accessiblc in 
19160 whilc thc adjacent Jiotcl was being rebuiJt. At that 
lime ofher important parts of thc origitiid church, rlating from 
the shtlh centnry, wcre disco\'crcd. Itidccd, other elements 
of the early building had previously becn found in ccllan 
bcncaih thc nave. By adding these data to infbrmalion from 


‘ Sbr akovr. 4« Iri8-I7i7 

• S«* «tww. d.«». 1475. IIM>. 

* Scr 1% iT^ At iliM Irvrl tbe buJdinie u ipoODcd b>- poiated bnck archa t4jitrh Gpiv.xmruni, Ue- ol., nnincuuily Uiuu^t 

wrrr mnlirvRl; tWy «pfitar <i> iLur itum %tr liUne, dij|. lCrjD>l(i3i. 


vurrA 
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illuslraliun, and dewriptions ol thc «irucluir prior lo i6'3o, it is poMibW lo reoonslnict thc out- 
lincs of tlic 01 iKinal liiiirch. In panUiilar Fra Saiui’8 woikIcui iTtu;. 34) and Ukoiuo', couicnqin- 
rancous dcscriptinn of 1 r,H8 givr uv an idea of the « hurcli at ihctr lime. It ton was a simple nave 
with chapeis disposed along cat h side wall, but it tlinVi eil fmm the present church in niiincrnus 
respects; (a) the orieniation was reversed, with thc enti ance at the rast and thr altar at thr 
West end; a low, polygonal apse opening in a huge center winduw projcclcd friim whai is 
novv the wcal faende; ic) on cither side .above thc apse, iwo tound-Uradnl Windows openrd into 
the nave wall; they werc covered by marble siabs with numerous rouiul holes; (d) lliMir and 
roof levels werc about four meters lower than at present; (e) thc original vvalis of thr nave 
wcre visiblc; ihc present w'alls are buiU inside these, masking ihcm from thc interior (pl. Illi. 

The axis was revr.rscil in i(>n8 when llic altar was cransfrncd (0 the localion of ihc nriginal 
entrance'. Perhaps at this time the center window of thc apse was transformed into thc [soital 
which apprars in Maggi’s \'icw of the churcli Howevcr, the rebuilding was ap[iatenily lomplc- 
led oniy in 1630-1631, when a ncw squarc chanccl was added at thc casi end of Ihe nave, and the 
diaphragm arches whiih eitissed ihc nave werc ali raised to the vame hcighl^. In ali likelihoiid, 
ai thc samc time, thc old polv^ronal apse was removed and the present doorway t icated'. Never- 
thclcss, the church coukl bc enlercd from the wcsi long befuie the seveiiieenth cemury. .-Vi 
carly as 15HR, l'ra Santi's woodeut (fig. 34) shows doorways sct in wirig walls on cither side of the 
old apse. Ugonio makcs it clcar that thc original castem cntnince had bccomc dilhcult of arce». 
Inside hc stili saw in ihe old <ipse reinains of a mosnir shuwiiig Kaiiils Stephen and Lawrcncc'; 
outside, iii his time, the nave wall above thc apse showcd a painting and, flanking it, two riiund- 
headed Windows, as in Fra SaniFs woodeut. Mcllini dcscribcd thc church as hc saw it alxiui i(i6o". 
Hc noted four puinted figures in thc upper part of thc fa^ade just as Fra Sami shows ihem, and also 
thc arms and inscription of Pani V ". The arms of Cardinal dc’ Medici wliich hc noticed inside 
thc entrance “ werc probably painicd on thc wall of thc old apse. 



E. ANAl.YSIS 

1 . Foundatiuns 

In 1960, when thc houses adjoining thc south w.vll of thc church wcre hciiig icnuMlclcd, a sound- , ' 

ing was made tu examine the luundaiions (pl. Illj. The brick facirig of thc nave side wall was lound 
to continue to a depth of 4.40 m. bclow thc level of thc present nave pavemem. Below ihat, thc brick 

wall facing ccascd, bul lieiich-casi concrete foundations extended down 3.10 ni. lurther. The ■ 

section (fig. 35) indicates that the builders of the church diig llieir Ibundation trcnchcs to a depth 
of 1.30 m. bclow thc clussical Street Icvcl and that thc latier was alrcady buricil i.Bo m. when thc 


' Rava. tf. nl., p. jis. 84. 4 


u. ftr.S*' ,1 uJi, A 


■ Wlulrsull.iairri an nvip in iCsv, Uv .4.1 uiur liail ilunppcsicd by ili7li. whnt FsIJa dr 

• UnoSKi. SUliiv, c. »77’! " f*'» u. Ai frint U /aMci, H Jud aiita pm/t/UiM A iwiU «A. ^ 

m ,.>rlHa .VoWi. ...tuufaala .Uu:. ^liy. cht uw .uviAft liMn i u» iwdufrf p»dwll. -an altwu 

/. 117; anxi XUluri. Val lai. ngoi, <• qumed by MirtiM-io, o^. <d., p I7<*- 

■ Mfi ihvi, cit.y t. 

■ 4. 3flj: *' AWJb /«rridM Atf w JitM 9u«iJM in S 

• See above. dif. iCub. 

• NUlu,,.. AI,, r. i«j«: 


.. .V. .si,y». .V, KmiA-., .V 
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rhurrii waa builcIt jccim ihat only 0.40 ni. 
accuntulatrd during ihr n«t*l lliounaiitl ycai«, 
puisibly brraii^ir the tnanhy chaiactcr of' Ihr 
land inhihiird tlic iialural accumuJaijon ot' 
drtriliM- FinaJIy, in 1570 ihc gfound Irvrl was 
anificially raucd by 3.25 m. dcplh of impof- 
led earth. 

2. Superufructurr 

AH chr major walb aurviving r>iini ihc nri- 
ginal cliuirh buiiding are faccd with brick (Hgt. 
36, 37). The brirks arr laiigr aiiil fairly uui- 
fnrrn in ihirknrat, but lliey arc cercainiy jpoUs 
from more ancient buildin^. Brick courtrt arr 
horizontal and moriar beds arc smoothly slniik 
ofT with a Irowrl hcld at a slight angle, 50 that 
ihc face of each mortar bnl toincidcJi with ihc 
under edgc of the brick courM* abovr it, but ia 



ih ihe cf thr Fonir 



ilightly rcccsicd behind ihc uppci cdgc of the coune brtow. Canine* arc uoi tpiiic iinifnnn in 
thicknm, varying bclwren 33 and 03 mm. for onc rnur*r of hriik and unr of nmttar li. r., 3 
Io 4^cnur*ri prr Rninan fcMit). Opui lutatum occurt in the ocigiiial «truriiirr imly in anmr minor 
Wall* Banking ihr main allar, pmiimably thr fnotliig* of cUancel icrrciu. 


3. Thr interior of lite church 

Thr originat plan of ihc rhurch it ciear aboiii ftmr mctcn bclow thr pmeni nave pavrinmt, in 
a batemeni forrnctl when thr righirrnih ccniury lomb» werr rlrarrd away in 1954, Hrir ihr imuih 
wall «urvivr*, at do two «mali «ide aptet, onc in thr north wall of the church urar the wcii fai;adr, 
thr other eo the toulh, mrrrtpond- 
ing IO the third bay ipl. Itl; figt. 

36, A, B; 37 i. Thr touthem apw 
(B) it aifo vitiblc abovr thr nave 
Boor, whrrr it lormt a clotel at 
thr back nf thr third bay on thr 
«outh aidr. Thr rlotet it temirir* 
culat' in plan, niofril with a half 
dome, aiul obviou»Jy coiitiilulesihc 
upper half of ihc apte. Thr ver- 
liral apte wall rite» o.Bo m. above 
the nave floor and tcritiiiiaici in 
a hori/.ontal tctback on which the 
vauli retts; ihr tctback rnay indi¬ 
cate that the half domr wat for- 
incrly cntrutteil with motairt. In 
the batemriil bclow, the «truclurc 
of the apte can br cxamininl in 
detail. It is buill of brick, in 
rourtet 5.5 em. liigh with the cha¬ 
rae icrislics detrriheti above, cxcept 
that thesr brick* arc tmall; presum- 
ably tmall brirki werc used 10 
allow the curve of the wall to be 
made a* smoothly a* pteuible, .At 
the basc of the curved wall a few Hagstunes of a plaln niarble pavrmcni mark thr original Boor 
Ir-vcl, 4.40 m. bclow thr floor of thr prtseni nave. Thit Icvrl lorretponds ntaclly with the linr 
on Ihc exterior face of the wall whrrc the brick-fared suprrsiructtirr rrtu on ilic trrnch-cati con¬ 
crete of the foundationi. 

The nurthei n lidc apte ifig. 36, .Ki cotictpondt with llic wcitcrnmott bay of the prrtcnl church. 
Noihing exists above ihr present nave Iloor levrl, but the lowrr part ol the apte apprart in the 
baseineiii; il rc.<mmhlcs apte B in many retpcclt (ftg. 39). The maionry it of tmall bm b laul in 
5.5 em. rourtet with the tame style of mortar poiiuing at noled abirve. A (cw siabt im it(u altetl 
to a Iloor Icvcl which it 4.00 m. bclow the modern Iloor and thcrelbre 0.40 m. highcr thari the 
pavement of apse B. The plasler dccoraliont of aptet A and B wcre liiiiilar: a wWie backgroiuid 
with a dado of convcniionaJi*ed hanging t uriains. Above ihc hangingt a few fiagmenit of ilie 
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upper paincing.') sunive: apparnitly ^itanding fig¬ 
ures wcre dcpictcd, but only the fcct and ihe 
skins of «he robes remaiii. Apse B is flankcd oii 
cither sidr, in corrcspoiidcncc wilh ilit second and 
fourth bays, by iwo odicr exedrae whiili differ 
Irom the first in ihai iheir plan is rectangular 
instead of semicircular (pl. 111; fig. 36). The exe¬ 
dra which lies behind the secoiid bay of the nave 
(C) exists today only below floor Wcl; inosl of the 
upper part was dcslnoyed in the cightcenth cen- 
tury whrn iJie adjacent houses uere buiit, but u 
small pari of the originaj vault waa seen when 
ihcse houses wcre pulled down in t()6o. It svas 
a barrri vault, set at right aiigles to the axis of 
ra.. r<. 41 church. The removiU of the cighieenth cen- 

Tig. 40. SS. C^iirico c Giuliiu. PLn uf rhuicb. tury houscs also disclosrd, at lloor lc\'cl, thc 

prior to 1728 eastetn side waJl and part of the rcar waJl of thc 

samc exedra; the rear wall was only 0.30 m. thick 
and was decorated with a simple trcllis paltcrii of fifleenth century character, perhaps from the 

time of Sixius IV. The thinness of thc waJl is duc to tlic eiicroachmcni of adjacent buildings. 

A iimilar rectangular exedra, corresponding with the fourth bav of thc presem nave, is better 
preserved. F.xternally it is eneJtxscd in the fabric of the Romanesque campanile; iiuemaJly it 
rofuisu of a hcavily plastcred barreJ vault standing at riglii angirs to tlie nave wall and eu tereti 
ihrough a doorway in thc fourth bay. A narrow passage hacked thmugh the vault gives access 
to apic B fig. 36;. 

/f of 1960 discloscd another apse 0« ihe south side of thc church (acing apse A 

UK- 3 > It u tn line with thc tliree southem rhapels described above, but the intcr\'al be- 
twceu it and exedra C is notably wider ihan ihc iutcrxals which scpai-ale thc nvo rectangular exe¬ 
drae from apse B. Titus the exedrae on the .south side of the nave wcre divided into a symmetrical 


«. qitmmo ^ow litta 


groiip of three, 011 «me liand, and a linglc ajisc sci apart from ihr group, oii ihc other. Toilay 
apse E is cut olf at grounct Icvcl, but thc lowcr courses wcir idenlificd duiitig the building opera¬ 
tioris of 1960. The internal curved wall srrinrd to bc a compariuively recciit structure but the 
brirkwork of the recitlinear cxlcmal wall face, at a lowcr Icvcl, was l omparahle wiih ibc early 
brickwork seen elsewhcre in thc church (ligs. 37, 39). The prrscncc of an unqursiionably early side 
apse facing it in the north wall of the church Icaves litilr dtitihl thal the late masonry of F. rcprnrnts 
the rebuilding of an earlier fcaturc of similar ftirm. Apse K wns stili iniaci and was usrti .is a bap- 
tistcry in the cighteenth century, and it appears on a plan of thc church diM-overed iii the church 
archivea by Rava (fig. 40) 

CJii the Central axis of the nave, midway bctwccn apici A and F and ahout 3.B0 m. below thc 
preseni nave floor, remattu have been found of what is almost certainly ihc original high altar 



Fig. 41. SS. Quiriro e Giulilu. Bxte of altar, original Fig. 42. SS. Quiricu r GiulilU. Driginal chiirt h. iha|iel 
rhurrh oo «tiiilh sidr nf Itrma; junrlinn Iwtween Wall b' and F-F 

vriih rcniaiiu of nfmt luliif |Mvnnrnl 


{fig. 41). It is a rectangular structure a.37 by a.a6 m. in plan, rnclusing a rectangular caviiy 
0.92 by 0.58 m. Both exterior and interior faces are buiit in unusually fine brickwork; thc 5.5 cm. 
courses are composed of caicfully chosen brtcks of large size, while thc incUned poiniing seetns 
cxccuted with spccial carc. The relies which wcre found inside thc cavity are prcsumably tliosc 
which Cardinal de’Medici transferret! to a ncw altar in 1.'V84' I hc surviviiig part of thc altar lay 
whoUy benealli the Icvcl of thc pavement which oncc surrounded il. The latter has tlisup|iearrd, 
but its substructure is identifiable ut a stratum of compacted rubble. 

Tlic lowcst courses of two longitudinaJ walls buiit in o/w lislalum (fig». 36, b, b'; 3K; 43) stand 
at short distances north and south from thc altar base. The Southern one fb') is construitcd 
ncatly on its south facc but the north side is left rnugh, suggesting that it formctl thc south cdge 
of the bema a-a (fig. 381. Some fragments of opus stetiU (figs. 36, c; 42) which touch thc south face 
of wall b' lic at thc samc Icvcl as thc flagstoncs d (fig. 38) in the north side apse A, indicating the 
Icvcl of thc floor to thc north and south of thc rcntral bcma. This floor, il will be rerncmbcrctl, 
is 0.40 m. higher than thc floor found in side apse B. 

To the wesl of thc altar base, an opus iulatum cross wall of poor quality fig- 36) is probably thc 
founclatiun of u slcp irading up to a higher part of thc bcma, prcsumably in thc former ap«c. .A 


• Rava. *p. iil„ Hg. g. 
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brirk waJJ abo\« il (Sccn «I thr rrar in Cig. tn»y l>p thc ajMC churcl. Tlic apir it>rJI'rrfnains uncx- 
ravalnJ, b«r It» c*i«tpnrc i» wrJl alintrd by Fra Sa»li'» ciixraviiig (fig. 34) and by wrillm arroiinis'. 

To thc cael of ihc afiar a strurig biick walj ;Tigs. 36, F-F’; 38) crosses thc nave froiii niiriti In eouth, 
corresponding uith thr wider iiiirrval whicli oicurs bciwccn exedrae V, and C. The bru kvcnrk 
ho» ihc Minr chararternlir» ae thc extrrnal wal]». \o lurviving part nf waU F lijcj abiive thc floor 
leve/, whirh i« indicated by ihc jtavrmcni in ajKi- A and thc rragmeni of «^1 .\felilf. Morcover, 
whUc thc lowrr rounes of thc liflabim wall b burt ,'ig.iiiul F, thc tuo highcat surviving coursc* ovet- 
sail it, iht» conlinning that wail F did not siand above thc nriginal pavetnent; hencc it can bc 
■iilcrpieled aa a aiylobalc ul' an underflonr apan wall. 


4. The South wall 

The fotir exedrae, two icmieiieular and iwo rrriangiihar (pl. III;, which open from thc south 
tidc of thc navY, aie boiindcd exlcmally by a Slraighl wall whirh, deepilc thc cnemachmenH of ad¬ 
jacent building», is siill n-pteu-nlixl near lU base by a fcvs' courses of thc original brirk facing, The 
iwtj nichcj in thc wcstem half of thc church are rtit down to thc prnent ground Icvel, bui thr cutem 
pab il niDPc or Icxt inwrt; thc easiemmnii is more than half buricd in thc ilniciiirr of thc 
Romanesque campanile. 

IVTierc thc Iwo ivcitem nichci liavr been cut down and thc concrete corc of Ihc nave wall i> 
cxptKcd in elrvation, thc outluie of thc former archctl oprning to each niche is dislingiiishablc; 
thc hatiril cotictelc of the wai/ fore is rrplaccd by thc brirk 01 rubble filling wall which closcii thc 
niche opcniiig. Thr apex of thr wcstciiimoit niche is ncarly half a meter Jiighcr than the other 
tbicc (pl. Illi. 

I hc concreir structure of the foui niches terminales at iti summit in a sloping lean-to roof which 
bridges thc gap bctwecn thc vcriical wall at the rear of the niches and ihc vcrtical wall of thc navx 
projsrr (pl. Ilf; fig. 37]. Tliis concrete roof « iniact in the castcrn half of the church and its 
scjir is cicarly secn in thc wesictn pari; the place where ilic loof of thc niches joini Ihc upper nave 
wall face is a horizonlal line cxteiidiiig from one riirf of thc nave to the other. Above thii line thc 
briciwork of tlie nave wall has thc same character as noted cisewherc. 

Tlic Early Christian briciwork rises some lix meters above thc summit of the lateral nicliM. 
It il pierccd by ihree large winduwi, one window standing above each of thc throc nichcj in thc 
casirrn pan of thc nave . pl. 111; fig. 37). The Windows are two .neten widc and foui meters from 
sili 10 apex; they are capped by neatly lurncd scmiriixular arches of radially-set sesquipcdalri, 
which ate s« baek a few eentimelcn from ihe vcrtical sides of the openings. Above them thc 
briciwork lerminatcs in a horizonta! line (figi. 37, 43). Stili highcr. and set consitlcrably behind 
the bricl wall face, thc upper ponion of thc eighieenth century nave wall appean; in faci, thc 
righieenth centuty itnicturc do« not rcil on thc carlier walU but is buih up inside lhciti,’aiid 
only ilR- butireasn of the attie „or>- (which wai added in .750) rest upon ihe ancient wall. The 
ancicnt wail formerly terminated in a late medteval comice of inarblc corbcl stones and law- 
toothed brickworl, proUibly added when the campatiiJc was built, but this ftature was icnioved 
10 male way for the cighteenth century Windows, li rernains it. only one place on thc south side 
of the nave, where 11 was cncloicd in the wall of an adjacent houie. 

While the Ihree large Windows in thc south wall of thc nave correspond with thc group of three 
lyminetncally arranged side niches bclow them, the wall above thr foui th niche (near thc snuth- 




wcit ronier of the church) i« pierred by a niuch i 
smallrr window, i.ao m. by a.40 m., set at 
it coiuiderably lower level (pl. 111; bg- 44 
Nevcrlhclcss, its btitk arch is idrniical wilb 
thc largcr one» and ibe brickwork of the w-yll 
face extends iniintcrruptetlly from tlie spandri-l 
of thc small window to the flank «f thc large 
one. Hcncr the smallrr window muti bc pari 
of the nriginal drsigti of the rhiirch. Above 
thc apex of the small arch the usual brickwork 
of the church walU is abscni anci a wall trf 
tufa blocks [Optra laraciittua) takes its place. 

The brickwork ceases in an irregular horixon- 
lal line over the window arch and is broken otT 
ragRcdly for a fcw coursc» to thc righi, as it 
risci to enclose the largcr window»; but at a 
point aboui 1.40 in. bclow tlie Icvcl of the for¬ 
mer medieval cornice, ihii ragged edge gives 
way IO a vcttical joini. In thr narrow fissuie 
which cjtists belwccn the vcrtical artis of brick¬ 
work antl thc adjacent iiuratinura maionry 
the edgc of a plaslcr rcvctmenl has survived. 
Thus the vcrtical fissure niarks whai wai for- 
mcrly an exterior angie belwccn thc south and 
wcst fa<;ades of thc church; il also appears 
that tlic West lai.arle was coalcd with plaslei 
Obviously this part of thc wesi fai;adc did not 
extciid bclow thc point where thc vcrtical fis¬ 
sure ceases, bccausc at thiit level the brickwork 
of the south fa^ade conliiuici furiher wol. 
Thus Ihc wcsl faqadc stood in iwo planes. For 
most of its hcight it presumably toincidcd with 
thc wwi wall of tlic present church, but near 
Ihc top thc fat;adc was set bark some six meters 
behind Ihc lower part. The upper plane cor- 
rcspoiids with thc ciosa wall F-F', noted closc 10 
the ancient altar, bciicalh llie Icvcl of thc origi- 
nal pavement (fig. 36). Hencc wall F-F' marki 
thc posilion of an au‘h or an arcade which 
spanned thc nave from norlh 10 south and sup- 
porlcd ihc upper pari of thc wcsl fat;adc. 

5, The north wall 

Likc thc south wall, ihe north wall ol thc 



Fig, 45- SS. Quiiico « G.uUtU, N<«ih«ui tutnci uf m 
church is tnainly hidden by adjacent build- R„mane»tiur conuce M north woM .nd tonam» 

ings, but thc upper part of thc northeast cor- ongiiutl wuufow m coit 
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ner cm«^« abovc fhc twnfi (fig. 45) and supplics somr valiiable data. Bclotv tlic RoinancMjiic 
romicc, uhiVh ii JcvcJ willi lliat of thc south ntUl, aix councs of Romaticstiue IwK kwoik appcar*. 
ftiicalh tbis, ibr. EarI) Christian bnckuork is distiiiguisliablc by its rathcr largrr lirirU» and Ijy 
thr abscncc ol thr moriai, which ha* fM-rishcd (hcnrr in fig. 45, the sunlight acccntuatcs ihc 
couning more strongiy/. Tlir vcrtkaJ arris of dic masonry jirovcs that thi.* i* tiic «riifinal 
northcast comer. TIic cait walJ rontaini iracn of livo oprnuigs; a iiarrow onc with a pointed 

airh whirh sccni» to lie intrii- 
sive and, Iu llic Icfi, pari of 
an archivolt which may or 
mny not bc originol. The ivalJ 
rvbich hide* tlic rest of the 
archivolt is the north side of 
the present presbytery. 


F. JtKClO.N.STRUCTFON 

Coinbining ihc data set iiiil 
in the furegoing analyiis with 
the historica! cvidciice, it is 
not dilTicuh to reconstruet the 
main ouiliiics of the church as 
it must have been at the end 
of the sixtcenth century (fig. 
4fi), Far front being fanciful, 
Fra Saiili's woudcut is an ac¬ 
curate recoid of the church 
as it vvas in his time (fig. 34). 
U'e «nly have to makc allow- 
aiice (br the fact that hc saw 
the church from an elevaled 
position ;thc gruund artifi- 
ially raised by Pius V) and 


fij. 4 fi. SS. Qiiiriro c CiulilU. Hypothriiral rccvnilruclion of rhurrh in ibe 
uxtKfith crtilury, basrd oii luvvH-n drtiiib of soudi wall and view of ivnt 
£*(,adc in iyB8 


Has thus inipeIJed 10 niake the uppei part of ihc favade slightly over-doininant. In other rcspccis 
the Hsx^rut can bc iiiierprctcd in perfect haimoiiy with the data from other sources. 

As Lgonio norcd, the main cnlrancc to ihe church had once been at ihc euAl end of the nave. 
At his time it had been suppletncntcd by doorways disposed on cither side of the apse (fjg. 34), 
Thcy musi have Jed intu small vcsiibulcs north and south of the altar, and thcnce into the main 
part of the nave ijirougli an arrh wliich spatincd thr whole church and supported the upper pari ol’ 
the West favade. Fra Santi's picture ihows small Windows in the spandrcls of the cross arch and a 
pamted pancl tKcup>ing ihc Central pan of the gablc». The panei may possibly have been 
onc of Ihe improvemeiits made by CareUnaJ Alr.ssandio de’Medici in 1584. The paintings wcre 



nol confincd lo Ihe Central pancl but cxlendrd over the whole gable Wall. We have nlrcady notc.1 
that Fra Santi shows a polygonal ai>*c svith tliire flat exterior walls. F.xccpi for tlic sixth letituTY 
example at S. Oiovantii a Porta Latina*, ihe three-.irted apse i» othcrwUe unVnown in Rome. 
atui II* appcarance at SS. Quitii-ii and Ciulilta i* an indicalion of date. The Utge ohlong window 
ICCII by Fra Santi probably dates cither from the rcbuilding of Sixtus IV or more likely from lliat 
undcrtaki-ri by Alcssandio Medici. It may well have reiilaccd a roimd-hcailed window ofrnuaUy 
large sizc and thus reminisi-rnt of the Windows in the apse of S, Giovanni a Porta Latina* The 
parapet wall in the foregrouttd of Fra Santi'* woodc.ut was pivwibly buili lo proteri the pii in wliich 
che church «loud aher ihc land around ii hjwl been rai&cd. 

J’he «riginal church inusi have been very much as Fia Santi drew it, excepi liir ihc ktimaneinne 
cainpaiiile and the entraticcs beside lUc apse. The origitial entrancc, m ihc east end of the nave, 

Icd into a rcctangiilar haii with three nichcs in cach sitlc wall and large Windows above ihem. Pm- 
sumably other Windows opened in the casi wall above the cntratice. The gablc wall at the wcsi 
end of t)ie riaw was supported on an arch or perhaps an arcade wliich «panned Ihc church from 
north to Bouth; bcliind it lay the berna, liigh altar and main apse, ali roofcd at a lowcr level ihaii 
the nave. I he gablc wall probably had a Central window llanked by roundheaded window* with 
picieed iraiirennac. Apsed side chapcls oiiened to right and Icfr of tlic higli altar, and wcre roofctl 
at the same level as the bema. Their apses fared north and south, like lho»c flankiiig the nave, 
but it is clcar from ilicir different spacing and floor level that they wcre organicaUy part of tlie 
chanccl or sanctuary. ’I'lic floor of the two side chapcls in the chanccl was 0.40 m. liighcr than ihal 
of the nave, as shown by the pavement of apse B (fig. 36), and iherc musi have been steps, presumably 
locatccl close to the cross arch. The floor of the bema was at Icasl onc step higlier, antl it wai sc- 
paraled from ihc side chapcls by chanccl raiis whit h slood on the foundation walls b and b' ifigs. 
:i6, 38, 4a)- 'Hic apse floor scem» lo liavc been higher stili. VVc know of the ap«e only that Fra 
Santi shows it as thice-sidcd and that it was decorated intcrnally with mosaic picturci of Sainu 
Lawrcncc and Stcplicn *, It will bc notcd thal the arrangcmcnl of the apses glves ihc chanccl a 
trcfoil plan. 

VVhilc the nave was Iit by the lix large Windows in iis side walls and «ithcr wintlows in the gablc 
walls, the chanccl scems to have been glonmy in contrait. \Vc do nol know what Windows ihcrc 
may have been in the apse and the west wall», but the illuniinaiiun entering ihrougli the small 
Windows above ihe side chapel apse heads could ncvrr Itave been bright. It seems probahie tluit 
the architecl'» intention was lo build a caU nave, spaciuus and brighily Iit, contrasting with a luw- 
roofed chanccl which was rclatively dark and withdrawn behind Ihc cross arch. 


G. CHR ONOI.OGY 

The very large Windows and accurate quality of the brickwork makc it iinpossible lo dalc the 
uriginal church later than the sixth century; indeed, lakeii aloiic, thesc featurei would suggest 
the filth. Howcvcr, the chapcls on each side of the altar, serving possibly as prolfuns and diatoni- 
ctn, the thrcc-sided apse wall and the trefoil plan of the chaiicei are all indications of Byzantine 
influcncc. Indccd, the masonry tcchniquc, the large Windows and the threesided apse plan hnd 


' 8«. alxrte, Vi4, I, pp. 3118, ji? I. 

■ rttf., p. 3ca. 

* Uvixno, Slunam, qiwtcd above, pu 41. imie j. 
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tbcir . «unrcrpart in .h^ ap« cf S. Ciovanni a Por.n U.ina. » «ru. .arc dating fcm. ihc carly paM 
or po«ib(> tbc mWdlc rf ihc »i*.h «IK«r>- The ,a.nc techniqur ul poiniing br.clwork w,.h an 
ahli^rfy hcW t«m«J apr*ai^ in Ro.nan buildinp of about Ibat prriod (for .n«tamc in .he «-ron,! 
cbu^h ofS Marro »nrf in ihe aheraiion* t« ihc .«>-. aJkd Tirtdu» Equmil*. AH dicsc leati.rr, 
I«kI «IPPUM W »br iradirinu contained in .hr last in.cripiion whirh reported rhat ibe aJtar «a. 
cnn«cra.«l b> Ifopr \ i(riliu« in «hc yran 538-54.V The original buitding «f SS. Qiuinrn e O.ulitta 
is thesYfore Miigned lo ihe brsi hatf of «hc iixth rmiur>'. 


»■ H 1 ST 0 RIC.\I. POSITIO.V 

SS. Qniriei* e Giubiia u one of ihc rare biiildings crecnnl rx mjv in Rome in ihc sLxth century. 
I(j pjan appears to fust a singlc nave pnivided wth la«eial niches, a type customary in R..mp, 
With a iriJobe sar« ruary . a fellurc foun«l in the Near Ea,i. Such a fusioii of Roman and Near 
Easirm element* wouJd be «pccted at ibe time the chiireb was apparenily fnunded, that is, dtiriiig 
the fipu decade of the By/antinc octupaiion of Rome. Iiulecd, while the trilobc type appears to 
be natisT Io Pidrsiine and EgypI (Mouni Nebo, mid-fourib century*; Deir-el-Abiad and Dcir-el- 
Akhmar ai Sodag, lifth century *; Bcthleheni, Church of the Nativily, which we date late sixth cen- 
turyj *, il doe* penetrate Creet e in the course of the sixth century [nidyma, Paramythiai “ and 
perhap* also CocutanliiiopJe. wherr the Church of tiie Blarhcrnae appears to iiavc hccn rcmodeled 
with a trilobe transept or sanctuary under Justinus II, as indicaied by two epigrani* formcrly in 
Ihe apaes (or arrhciy of the building 
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B. ANCIRNT DF.SCRIPTIOXS AND II.IATSTR.ATIONS « 


ca. 575 Tlit nintli wntury liiograplier of Pope Cregory the Grcat records a tradition, ollicrwise iinsiip» 
ported, that Silvia, Crcgory'a mother, lived in a herinitage near the Porta S. Paolu, on the 
site occu])icd at the time of Isis wriiing liy an oratory named afler lier and by the irionaslrry 
nf S. Saha: " laia ijui dieitur Ctlla iwue, quo fiaclenus vratorium namiai fiut dedicatum «it, rl fomoiain 
Marti .VoAar eou/inaris Clfriiti monaitfrium " iJoiiK the Deacon, Vita (iitgoni, 1 , 9 IMicx*, 
73, coi. 66 ; Fekkahi, :Vfc««iteri>i, p. .rBi). 


• K<wrNrch Minljiitt, MtutANNit fiPAiK. 

■ W.lh ilir i K.vsiiino «f ihr fioi mo iitrax Ihc biblioKr.phr i» limilcd 10 poMiiaiaiii» whxh po«d»ir ihr dmosers ol Ihc Eaib Chrauan 

• Siofc dic Eiily ChriKian oraoiiy and hall wcre noi kiun™ ui.iil 1900. ibe ilhiitrativc »n.l dracnviire maierial i»uii «1 ihia tcidury ia 
nai retcvani here. 
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CIIRMTIANAKIIM ROMAB 


r» ftiinti/uJat 
X’ olhrr prian of Ciwk mon; 


:r of 76», i» h«ld *' i» monartmo Ct/la «wiwr ", 
>, 575; 7^/’., I, p. 47> f '. A/ona- 

il tfUtt Saiat ", 


L..C VI or 4 ....mlxr of buriil inK:riplions «n.c in Girck, olhcr. .n Lat.n, .11 mrn<.om..K ^ ^ 

VII Crwk nan,«, v.rrr fonnd in tJie ^r.vrynrd brlow tl.c floor of thc ornlory h.inrd ondt, ihr h^- 

Jpv Ucn .lUcct. ap. fit: 1907. pp. '5 «. J»3 «f-)- Thr iMcrip.Hn.., p.rtly m «d p.in. and hu. 

^ no lon«<r kgiblc. ponly Kr.Jrhfd in fhr moi inr of thc grnw nl«, havc ^rn atlributcd on 
rpigiaphic smiindriu ihc Un- «nih or carly irvrn.h ccntury; bul ibc datm* inust awa.t 
fuithrr proof. . , 

M9 Joha..n« of S. Saba. «c«. Jrn.«lcn, 

dlfoarlonKKUlrdmRomc :".®-./»''-^*^^^^^ 1 nnn-Fra.A.. 

for admiMion tr> ilic .ynod hrld a( thc Latcran iMajiu. (.aitnhanm, X. I7<H, <;<»•• OOJ). FcnaA*!, 

«78 Tbc^^h^^^unicni^ltouncil in Conitantinoplc i« attcndcd by “ Canaae H Xtffiham rt 

aanwrtir ««nt/frm. yuarf ,agaami«ilaf Janms Ariifia pasM» imUUtf « icni.rc Rama .Ferrari. 
Maaatimu, p. 117, quoling MaMSJ. Conn/wram, XI, coi. 2ji). .... 

prior Lcniidu». abboi of S. Sal»a (t M»). "I»'“ »*»»' Orcgory of Agiigcnlo rnmr lo Romc .ind rri- 
tl 68B hdam rt*i>««n7 fiaacjWlam mmslmi ian(Ji Saiaa " * 1 Mi.i«E, P.G., 98. coi. 613: Ferrari, 
Afaaailmri, p. a8i;. 

768 'I hc »nri-popc Oomtanlinr, inipritonrd iii ihc Mimm 
pcilupi . rcfcirnrc to S. Saba (ice above. dig. r 
sima, p. 281). 

CR. Popc lladriaii I scnd» Pacdui. " aligiatmn (gamfmm 
772 774 dcriiu, king of llit fongobard. (/,./*.. 1. p. 49.31 Ferrari, .Vfonadffv., p. 2bu,. 

785-787 Popc Hailrian I wnd. Ptirui, - rtligiosam aibaUm vsatraiUi, «tfiwr/cm lamti Saiet 7*1 apprilalar 
Cdla mra ”, oi his Icgair to Cuiutantinr \ I and Ircnc (/..P., I, p. 511 i I’rRR*»l. AfaMilmai, 
p. a«i); in 787 Petrus alicndi the ircoud couorii of Nicaea iManxi, fj>iin/ior«')i. XII, pajiiili, 
and XIII. pRin»», c»p. coJ. la; Ferrari. Mamultnis, p. 2«a). 

795—816 Popc Leo III give* to thr “amifoHli nwRaifen» S'iM.ri Sabai " allar vrsids f?) “ »ohvnf«i 4»««- 
(«m canistra sua”, tcxrileA (/..P., II. p. 9) an<I, in 806. a itlvrr crown of conridrrablc 
wcight i/..P., II. p. 22i Ferrari. .W9»4.dm>v, p. 282). 

827—844 Popc Gregory IV’ give* a textile to " wpirm/oto saucii Saba " (/..P., II, p. 79 ; Ierrari, ManaiUrics, 

cm. 875 John**ihe Ocacon, in hi» Vila Grcfarii, link* Popc Gregory the G>rat’s nuother Silvia tu ihc oralory, 
which by then Iiore her name, in ilie monaitcry of S. Saba (icc abo\T, dig. ca. 575). 

955 Referenoe is made 10 a vincyard bcloiiging 10 " woiwi/eno S. Sabbi jur appellatur aila sura ” (Fer¬ 
rari, Manaslrtics, p. 282). 

XI IO XIV The church and monaslciy arc mcnlioncd in rcal «tate Hociimcnts, cacalogiics iiml ilinerarics 
cenlurtcE ;Ferr.ari. ,tf«»crIrrjV.>, p. 282 f.). 

late X Bcfiediccincs from Montrcaiomo take over ilie inonasicry (Ferrari, Masualctui, p. ago). 

cenniry , 

1145 Pope Lucius II charges Petrus, a Cluniae ablxit, wilh thc rcsponalbility of mainuining anil 
rrfnnning thc monaitcry iKehr, U. Paul., I, p. 119, no. 3). 

1900—1901 Ihc Aiiociaaionc Artistica fra i Cultori di Arehitettura tintlcrlakes excavation and rextoration 
of S. Saba. The oraior>' of S. Silvia it found bcncath thc pavement ol' thc prcicni Iwuilica 
(Canrizearo, {ac. eit, 1900; Cajcmeearo and Gavwi, lac. cil., igoi an«l 1902, and later 
bibliography). 


‘ lunxL if. cil., p ■> ff. bdiera dori» lo br ■ l^ni tjsmi Iw ih* glV oT Pbpr Grreory Itic lilrM, and linlu it lo llir Eiumlu- 

In oT <hr ooiioiy «riiliin ijic auRuiicry of S. Satu bv Cn»irr'> rioihc». tSc iilraiifiuiim. howow, rcmiine uiipnA«i. 

• If Ihis Oetrary um tli» " taiyrai " menuuoed io ibe IcHcn of Grc*iiry Ibc tboil, lln; csUlence of the S. S«Im moiLUieiy 

(boui ibc yor Soo would be eouUalRd; this anoruiion, hcmrtTr, nsiuiiio teey dautilfiil (Aimifuui, sp, til., p iiyj. 
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D. GF.NF.RAI. DESCRIPTION 




I hc chureli of S. Salsa tiands on a spur of thc Aventine hctwren thc Hat!» of Ciitacalla antl 
thc Oition Cate. It wat cmlcd nn a plalforni, pnsiibly an excrrscence in thc Sceviun Iriiiincu- 
tioni, and is surrounded by a stmng |irriiiicter wall, parts of which l.fiKs. 47; .411, .a-a) arc l>in)i with 
liirgc tufa blocks, prcsumably from thc foriiricalions. The cntmnec is ilirouKh a Inuneentlt irnlurY 
covered gateway on thc northwcst side of thc cnclcMure; an rarticr gate, now wailcel up, tiands 
at thc southwcit end of thc forccouri (fig. 48, c). 

The present church is a timplr basilica, compriiing a nave and iwo niilcs, wilh anolhcr alsic 
added to thc Icft (pL IV; figs. 47, 48). Thr building extendi tibliqucly from noribwcsl lo suuthcasi, 
but for thc salte of brevity we shall speak of thc 
altar as at thc cast end. The nave terminales 
in an unusually lall and narrow apse, Haiikcd 
by two smaller apses, onc fur eaeb original 
aiile. l'hc nave rolonnades are composed of 
miscellancous bases, shafls and rapilais, sup- 
porting eiglki brick archrs nn rach side. A l.irge 
clcrcsiorcy window opens above cach arch. At 
the West end of the nave a single doorway with 
a cosmatesque marble framc, daicd 1205 by 
inscription, Icads into the nave. Farihcr wesi 
lies thc narthex, originally supporled on six 
columns with composite capitali (pl. IV); in 
Ihc cightccnth ccntury thc columns wcre sold 
and brick piers wcre siibsiiiuted (fig. 48}. A 
row of Roinaitesque wintlowfs in thc upperstory 
of thc narthex was blockcd up tii ihe liOeenth 
ccntury and rrplaccd by openings with dilfcr- 
ent spacing. The ra(;adc of thc narthex is 
crowncd by a rifleciith ccntury toggia (fig. 47). 

Jiidging by iti brickwork, thc campanilc at 
the West end of ihr iiorth aiilc inust bc aimnsi 
coniemporary with thc main fabric of thc basi¬ 
lica. The towcr, in thc wcsl porlion of its soiith 
walJ, incorporales elements of an older building 
into its lowcr storirs (fig. 49, Irfi side); but the 
cncroachmcnt of the cast wall 011 thc firal 
archway of the nave arcade shows thal it was 

inserted after ihc nave arcading had been finished. On llic other hand, from the levcl ol thc nave 
arcades upwards, thc niaionry of thc campanilc bonds with ihat of the clcrcsiorcy and thc two 
thus appear lo be foniemporancous (fig. 49, riglii side). 

At thc beginning of thc prcseiil ccntury, a number of nixtcenih and sevciuccnih ccntury addi- 
lions tvere removed and thc cliurch was restorcd to its Romancique fortnIn thc course of the 
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S BASIIIC-^HCM OHRimAN 


r cJiscovcrcd bcJow the v 


hair of Ihr 


loraiions, iJif Kmiitn» of an earlicr oiaiory i 
«oii naix; ii was a »in.r>tc apsed chambci lo m. widc and t3.40 m. long (pl. IV; fip. .(y, 
frcxorn on ihc oratory walli date fn.ni tl«c scvcniJi In llic icnih centuries«. A ccmctcry 
of tuo cloiely placcd biick loculi 
extends bencath its ilnor (fig. 56), 
Tlie oratury was created vvichin the 
rvnlls of a late antiriiic hall which 
iiiav origiiialJy Kavr bceti sccular. 
■I’he tvesl wail of the hall, which 
stili stands to a considerablc hcight, 
is incorporaled in fhr vvesl wall of 
the basilica, and reiiiains of iis mo- 
numental Iriple-arrh eiilrance are 
stili Wsible, ihough reftwed wiih 
modem brickwork; above the tri¬ 
ple arch are fraces of three large 
sviiidnws (ligs. 50, 51, 39). Whrn 
the rxcavalion of the hall wns coiii- 
plcted, the pavement of the basi¬ 
lica was replaced upon a concrete 
bridge; the anclent structurca un- 
derneath are thus stili accessible*. 


E. ANALVSIS 

The walls of the basilica svere 
siripped of plaster during the res- 
torations and, although they are 
now replastered, photographs ta- 
ken whilc the inasonry was bare 
cnable us to scudy the structure in 
sotne dctail {figa. 49,50J. The lowcr 
IMits of the oratory and hall are stili visible in ihc cxcavatJons beneath the basilica paventent. 
At the iveit md of ihc church, the basilica lloor is 1.10 m. above ihat of the oratory, whilc the 
laller lies o.fto m. above the /loor Icvel of llie origitial hall. 



durinK (Unni 


1. The hall 

The West wall of the hall, siill standing iiearly Icn meters hifiJi, is incorporated inio the lower half 
of the West waJl of Ilie basilica (fig, 50;. Two coluinn bases, 1.90 m. below the pavement of the ba¬ 
silica, indicate ihc original fioor IcveJ of the hall (figs. 51; 33 a, b; ^ a, b). Its original northwcst 



i 



and Southwest corneni and the adjoiiiing strcichcs of its side walls survive lo the same liciglil of 
roughly ten meters above the lloor Icvel of the basilica, for a length of ncatly 3,3 m. they liirm 
fhc boiloni parts of tlic end piers of the nave and, for alrnost a m. of this distance, the uppei por- 
lions as wcll (ligs, 49, 50). Below the basilica llosir, the side walls of the hall continue Utr ihcir 
entire original length up to the Icvel of Ihc basilica floor and sup|)orl llic firsi thrrr coluinns of the 
basilica colonnades (pl. IV; ligs. 4B, 49). Tliesc side walls, liowcvcr, differ fiom oiie anolher in 
construction. Up lo the Icvel of the oi igiiial lloor, the nonh wall of the hall 1 pl. IV; fig. 49) i» Imilt 
ciuircly of brick; above ihai Icvel it consisLs of «pso licinium tliat begins wilh regulatly alleniating 
courses of brick and tufa bul soon lunis to Icxs consistent alternation (e. g., a band of ihrre courses 
of luftlli above six courses of brick). .Although the wall has not been cxcavaled lo its fouiulaiioii», 
il can be esiablishcd that the brickwork in ihc lowcr pari continues down for at Icast tme inctrr 
below the original lloor Icvel'. HoriMniially coursed, wiih thick moriar beds, the brickwotk of llic 
north wall scems to date from the fourth century. The souih wall, on the oiher hantl, is bascil on 
rubble foundations only 0.55 m. below ihc hall floor Icvel. Directly above the rubble, a singie 
brick footing coursc projccis a fcw ccntimeicrs from the gcncral wall face; above lliat, allcrnating 
brick and tufa courses rise to the original lUxir Icvcl (fig. 50, Icft cdgc), and thc.n the ofiui litlalam 
beconics irregular like that of ihe north wall. Fntm the dilierent chararters of the lowcr paru 


‘ Jl U ntn al Ihai itefith in «hr laieial («Masn xhirti *ivt urtm U> tbe tnoiU «1 ihe «nxsmy. 
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of thc nonh atid soath walU, il i» 
evidcnt that ori ihc north side the 
builders of thc hali made use of 
the brick wall of an antecedent 
building. 

1'he West wall thc main 
fat,-ade oJ' the liall, stili staiiding 
almost to its full origiiiai hcight — 
eontaiiicd six openings: three largc 
Windows in thc upper part and a 
triple aiehway below (figs. 50, 51)*. 
'riie triple arch rrsted oti short 
Jrngths of wall at cach end and on 
a pair of cohimns in ihc middic. The centra! arch was 3 m., thc flankiiig aiches 3 m. in dia¬ 
meter. Uhilc tlie culumn shafts and capitals have disappearcd, the bases have remained in »Ui. 
Likewisr, thc hall floor no longer exists, but its level is shown by tlie two siabs of marble on 
which the rolumn bases reit (figs. 53 a, b; 54 a, b). The arches of thc triple entrance werc 


il' 





(Note; WalU C and D mu«t have 
conccolrd thr rniumn haic untii 
il was mvralrd riitrinc ttanniz- 
taro's «•xravatiom). 

F, AfctM paiwigc for the Incoli at 
the southweit corner of the 
oralory. 

G. Etul wall of dte aouth row of 
/uniti which ovcupiecl thc fore- 
Cround unlil they we.rr rrmoveil 
diiring the exravatinns, 'rhe 
eiiiraiiccs to thoe /oniCi werc on 
tlie aouth aide of tlie Central pa>> 
sage (scc pl.itr IV;. The lower 
Intuli stil) cxial. 

11 . Filling Wall nf thr srrnnd pr,- 
riod. tupcrccding walt D. Ii is 
all of brick with tluck moriar 
joinls nnd it coated with red 
{xalnled plaatcr which licars tlir 
dccoration of (?) robed figures. 

J. Koundalioi» of thc west door- 
way to llic basilica (.A.D. 1305). 
At thc botconi they ate Icvcl 
with thc former oratory Roor. 

K. l>i)orway of A.O. iao5, 

L. Concrete roughly packcd into 
thr spaer wliirh svas Icfl whrn 
the t?oluron shafl was remnved. 
Il is cicarly later tlian cithri 
H Of J. Iu inegular facc sug¬ 
gesti tlul it wai put in whilc 
thc basilica pavcmcui was in 
cxistcncc. On thc wcsi side, L 
is neatly faced. 

.\I. DcKinvay rut ihnnigh H and 
subieciucnlly blixhed up. 



nic two dotleil tines near the u.p of the picture indicate Osc iisodcin coo- 
crete «nnr which now sustaitu thc Ixasilica pavnnent. Ttie dotted luse lower 
dossn indicates thc uraiory flmir Icvcl. 
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made uith 6o rm. brirJu, lei tiearly Iruc to radius (figs. 50, 51, 53). The greater pari ofthc middle 
arch hai becn cut out to makc way for Ihr cosrtiatoquc doorway of the basilica, but ita lotvesl 
vvussoin are aecji 011 «ach side of the door framc. Abuve the triple ciitrance, ihrw wiiulows 
opejied in the fiu^ade, each preciscly on the center line of an arch. The middle winrinw is 1.65 
m., the side ititidoMs 1.45 m. widc; the window siJls are 7.45 m. above the original floor levcl. 
The uindow hcaib have pcrished and could have becn cither segmenui or scmicircular. 
.Ai present, the iwo side Windows are blotked up, whilc the middle window, formcrly also 


ll. 

11 

I 



hlocked h« bee.. rrnpc.cd and pmvided whh an arched head „f la.e, UaieV The .nrvivina 
jamte of ihr «de wn.da«, show ihai this «eh i» below Ihr \cv.l nf ihe oHginal windnw bld 

ihe^rstTiV^^dP-"* “f 

me West riiil ol tl.c north wall, incorpoiatcd in ihc cainpanilr (0(1«. .«n. -la). The liU wa« .n .a 
ahnve floor leve.: the hei^ht of the jamb fiotn «iU arch sprin«in« ill'n 

biirk, are too few tor acerate calcuUitinn of the «i« of the window, b.it iheir .halU,w inclLiion 
suKK» . n widlh ol .about iwo meiers. Fnrihrr informatio,, on ihr «de window. ol ,he hali l, pm. 
vidcd hy a lar«c frapncnl of fallei. ma«.,.rv whith wa. found bcnrath ihe basilica pavemm, The 
f, aginent showcd a workcd fa. e. apparenily of a window jamb, ai each end, and tl.ercfnrc mu.i 
have siond loi merly bctwccii Iwo opciiiiigs* Hence iu lengih (ca. 3.15 m.. as mcosuird on Can- 
nii«aro'6 published recon.tructinn) should indicate the dislance betwren iwo of the .idc Windows 
Ginnirzaro ihoneht cach .ide waU had iwo pairs of iwin window, with cenier colu.nn., apparcnilv 
basing Ihu opinjon on the fact that ihe fragmcnl lay near ilie middle «d' ihe ruin \Vi,h snch an 
arratigemenl. however, the window arches could have becn 1,0 more than ,.80 m. in diameter an 
opening too SRiall In corres|>o,ia with the ijiclinalion of ihr esitting arcti bi icks of the firsi windnw 
An altcniaie reconstruction with ihroe single Windows may ihu, bc nu.re wlisracory (fig «.y' 
Canniaaaro dcduccd ihat at least one of the Iwo window. ,ula.«,„e„tly waUnl up. bet ause ihe 
painted dmiration adhcriiig Io the fallcti fragment exicndcd Iwyond it. limita. 

The interior ofthe hall was originally iinrd with a thin coat of whitr plu.ier on wltith no ir uc 
ord««,ration appears; since thi. pias,er extend. briow Ute nratory pavement. it no dnubl hrlon», 
to the cari,er hall («g. 57)- In one of Cannizzaio’. iiholographs », plaslcr alio apiwnn, 011 ihe .idc 
jambs ol the upper window, in the wc.l wall, concealed and proteclcd by the lecniidary lilling 
walls. 

It is noi ciear whether ihe apse bclonged to ihc original structure of the liall or wus additi later 
when the hall was translbrmed inio ihe oratory. The ouuide face «f ihc apse i. hiiUlcn miderncaih 
Ihc basUieji hoor and is ihus inacceasiblc. The inner face is caiuealctl by freatoes whkh nmke it 
imposaible to examine the structure in dctail; wc can oniy say that it is buili of nfiu, liiMvm. Phoh,- 
grapha lakin duriug the cxcavations (fig. 55) uiifortunalcly show a stage when the upper courte. 
had already becn consolidaiexl with ncw mawinry. However, at prcscnl lissures are stili visiblc 0,1 
each side ol the ap&e wherc aome plasicr has fallcn away (figs. 57, 58, 59); these u-cm at hr.i 
to indicate that the nuiionry of the ajMC was added to ihat of the casi wall, but closc rxamliiaiiim 
Show* that the fissiircs arc just iu likcly to be »lots cut in the niasonry to house melal cran,|« for Ihe 
futing of chaiiccl scrccns. The axis of the apse docs not lie in the exat i center of ihc casi wall. Ab 
though this mighi indicate that tlic apse was added later, oiher and pcrhaix, more important ele- 
mciits suggcsi that the apse was pari of the original structure. At the riglii haud spririgitig of ihc 
ajwe, the white jdaster of ilic east wall scems 1« curve aruuiid the arris of ihe apse shaulder before 
it disappears bcncaih the painted plastcr whicl, was laid on top ofit ifig, r,8). Anoiher bini Ites ii, 
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ilir pjoponion‘1 of tlic apac: ilic opeiiiiix occupics 
srvTnlcntfu of thr Itilitl widlh «f ihr liall; thi< Krrm.5 
too amall a ratio for a singJc-navcd church building 
anci ton large (iir a cliiiri li with aidra. Hrtirr it 
icems more likcly to us tiiat the apse wai a fcaluie 
of thr oHgiiial iiall and was probably sccular in 
iirigin. 


a; Sti»it.ti:iie 

VVhcn the hali was tramrarinrcl into the building 
rhat wc caii the oratory, itii Hoor levcl was raued 
o.6n to 0.70 tn. Below this new Icvel a eetneterj' 
was iaid out of a type unknown riseivherc in Rome. 
Over the entire arca of the hall the groutid was 
exeavaicd to a depth of 1,00 tii.; in this sunken 
spate loctiii wcre placed on cither side of an axial 
passage, i.io m. wide and 1,70 tn. high, which ran 
from east Io west the full Icngilt of the building 
ipl. IV’; figs. 56, 57, 58). The passtagr walls, built 
in rotigh brickwork, are ititeiruptcd at intrrvals of 
less ihan one meter by the openings of the toeali. 
The.»e litfpJi, urranged in two and uccttsiunally three lieis, lir at right angles to the passage, with 
their openings at the end, like eompanmfiils of a honeycoinb. Eaeh ioetitiv. is 2 m. long and 
aboui 75 cni. wide. The roofs of the iipper layer are made of large tilcs, pitehed againsi one 
aiiother a (ofifitiniitt; the horizonial lile floor of this laver forms tltc loof of the layer below. 
The end of carh lufulus is closed hy a verlical tile, sealed imo position with mortar. Some clos- 
ing tiles bear inscripiions paintrd in red in Greek and Latin, whilc on others inscription.t arc 
roughly scratehed on thr sraling mortar, c. g.. t HIC IWaN..C (?) and + HIC R<i 
OR,VT10n...A\0 (?)*. Six short passages reseinbling the long ccnlral passage lie at right an- 
g/es to thr sides of the oratory and serve similar loculi (pl. IV); in all, there are more than lao 
graves. Tite spaces betwccn the piiclied roofs of the upper loculi arc lillcd with rubble, and the 
marble siabs of the oratory flrsor were laid above them, thus scaliiig olf the cemetery. Portions of 
•hc pavement snrvive at the hvo castcrn eonirrs of the oratory (figs. 57, 58). and smallcr frag- 
ment, near the nonhwesi comer lig. 54 a, b, at G). The floor, 60 to 70 cin. highcr than ihal 
of the hall. sluprd up slightly from wcsi to east. 

Anoiher srructural mtKliheation made to the hall during eonvrntion into the oratory was ilic 
seal^c or pa.iial sealing of the openings in the west Wall. In the upper story, iwo of the Windows 
are lockcd wjth uput liiialum, very similar in appcarance to the masonry of the original hall (figs. 

5C- The blorking of the middie wiiidow has bcen removed, but iis former exislenee is proved 
by a later marble-fr.smed window which partly overlappcd the opening. The original ecntral 
oprmng mns. Itate still been bincked up wl.en thi., window wa, made. I„ ihr lowcr slory, walU 
ttere budt across the three openings of thr triple arrh, ai Irast lo a height wliich woi 


would contain 


>. dig. !>■« Vi m nrii 


'hc raUed sinicture ot thr oratory II,«.r and the 
graves bencadi it. Vettiges of Ihesc first lilliii); 
walls survive in the lowest paris, iii-ar the oratory 
floor, whilc higluT up tliey have been rcplacrd by 
later walls; the carly ftlHng wolU now stanU oniv 
a few ccnliinetcn alx.vc the oratory floor Icvel Mig*. 
53 a, b; 54 a, b), but ttai es of their painicd ilcrct- 
ration prove thai they were li.rmerly highcr. On 
the side walla and in ihc apse, similar desoratioti 
iiscs 0.90 m. above floor Icvel; we assume ilmi 
the carly filling walls of il,e triple .irch were at 
lca.st as high. 

For reasons unknown, tlie firsl lilling walU 
the loivcr slory were subscqucnily 
replared by other walU, sci slightly 
West of the former wall face . figs. 

53 a. b; 54 a, b, .it C, 1), H-H). 

The brick-s of the carly walls on 
both sides of the ccnlral arrhway 
are sci in a hard, fine-trxiured 
lime mortar ihal is inixcd with 
fmcly.ground /w^Wcin/r; the lime, 
when it is freshiy bioken, is pure 
white. The mortar used in the se- 
cond period h-as murh ilic samc 
texture, but the color of the lime, 
a pinkish grcy. is unmistakably 
dillcrent. The filling wall of the 
scfoiid period coniaincd a niehc, 

1.00 m. wide, in the nnrihem 
opening of ihc triple aich. The 
back of the niclic bulged oul from 
the wall face on the wcst side; the 
cxcrcsecncc, still visible in itpio 
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iiirnci ,.l oiabrry thowlng gallrry wllli 
coicnt, lUoivtiiy i» lidn ihupri D-l), and 

ifighl cdgr,i «jtriiiging uf «lau: 
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'lig. 60), has imw been cut away. 
On the east face the slightly pro- 
jceling basc of the niclie lay 0,34 
m. above the floor of ihe oratory, 
and the concrete pmlilc shows 
ihat the protuberanee was origi- 
nally ciicloscd in some sort of 
curb. Above ihc Icvel of the |)rcs- 
ent basilica lloor, the sccond- 
period filling wall of the northcrii 
arcli has been replaced by an 
cveii later wall (in lig. 50 it U 
supporied on a wooden post). In 



Fig' 5®- Saba. Snulhratl comer of oratory and rixlil hand ilvuui- 
der of apic 
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Ihe soiilhcrii arvh thr «tt^ud-ppriorf /i(lin«{ slill fii«« nlmosl lo thc <irtli sprineiiig. nuiing ihc 
)Tani wficn »hr «ratory wa» siid in i«c, a doorway was cui fliroiigh thp «King of thc soulhcm arch 
and subsnjiirnily waUcd up again. The masonry which (ilis thc hincilc o(' ihr souihcrn arch dil- 
fers from ihat bcin»' and ihus suggesu ihat thc arch was onec iiwd as a rcniirirriilnr viindou'. As 
such, ii u-DuId correspond in size and Icvci with other idndovts (arther soulh Below Ihc bjuilica 
(luor Icccl, (lic Central opcniiig of tlic uiple arch 
«a» oblilcrated by thc Ibundulions uf thr msma> 
irtqur doorway (fig. 6o). No «loubi thc main cn- 
trancc to ihr oratnry was locntcd Iherc. Il is 
^ ljr lihcly ihat this cntrancc was a dourtvay si ' ' ' 

S e blorking of thc (cnlcr npcning of thc triple arch; 

bul iliG character of this dnor as wcll as of thc 
m ■ ■ . '* blociting is iinknoivn 

' b;. Dicoration 

’J'hc oratnry walls stili sltow traces of rrnenn 
53®! 54®i 57! 58)- The lowcr zone bore rrp- 
resentations nl' haiigiiig dru- 
perica. Above ihesr, in rcc- 
tangular firld.s, wcre Biblical 
subjei is, snints, tvnd other fig- 
tircs, The frcscopA have been 
discQMcd ainjily by 5Vilpcrt 
and Styger vvho agrec in 
assigiiing ihe earlier pamtings 
Io thc beginning ol' thc eighlh 
crmtiry and thc lalcsl to thc 
enti of thc letilh. In thc nave 
thc " hangings ” are frescocd 
itntnedialcly on top of thc 
plaiii plastcr of thc origiiial 
liall; in thc apse (liey are 
painted over a coai of dark 
red painted plastcr which, at 
thc north shouldcr of thc apse, 
Rlling widl durini; ex- ’* overlap thc originat 

white plastcr covering of ihc 
hali (figs. 57, 59}. If we as- 
period, il Ibllows titai ihcrc was a time when thc 



fi*. 60. 8. SaU». Main puital uf prrirni iiavt, n 
fUntom Icfii revenp fare of niclic in icroiid-prrif 
cuvatiofift, ea. i^uu 


sume tlial thc drapery frcscocs are all of 

apse w'as frescocd dark red wliilc thr ntivc of thr oratory was slill coated with thc plain plastcr 
of thc Itali, liui thc frescocd draperies in thc apse and nave are not iieccssarily contcm,>ora- 
ncoiu, stncc ihosc of thc apse may have boeii copird from thc nave. Wliilc thrsc painted hang- 
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ingi are Inund on thc north, south and wcst walls nf thc nnve sind al«! in thc aiwc, no palnl' 
eil docoralion cxisls 011 thc ra.t walls of thr nave llankiiiK thc apse, npart Intm ibr narrow /ihic 
on Ihe Icft side wlirre thc rarly red frcico overUps thc voriier iligs. 57, rjB, jp), Wr ,1« not know 
why painted decoraiion was abseiil 00 ihe casi walls and r.tu only snggrsl ihni thrsc paitn wcie 
conccalcd by somr ditrcicni. [sriiiaps more pmiotis matrrial; thc abrupi vrnkal rdgr of thc 
firsi-period apse puiniing (fig, 601 suggests a rcvclntcin of inaihlr or |>rrhap. woodrn panrli. 

Some iraces ol painiings on thc sctond-pciio»! lillinK walU nf thc trtplr arch Itavc htihrrtn 
cirappil isltrnlion, or have been thought unwonhv of nulicc, Thry arr sijll faintly lUsrrrnihlc, 
allliougli nturh Icss so lliaii when firsl l■xcuvalcd, and scrm lo rrprcicui thr fert and Uiwcr skiiis 
ofu row of figures 'Jigs. 53 b; 34 h, at lii. 

As nolcd above, thc nave of thc oratory was pavrtl with siabs uf white marhic whitU roverrd 
Ihc icmcicry and sparincd thc torridors brlwcrn thr kcuti. In thc apse, ('..lUiiicAarii fototd trasn 



of ofius olfxaiulrinum '. They no longcr exist, but thc levcl «f this pavriiiciii ii slill showii by thc 
hasc of thc wall phwlcr. one step of o.i(» m. above thc main lloor (ftg, 6oi. The strp loiiicitlcd 
with a chaiiccl scrccn whosc base -a ritbblc corc laccd with vcriical marhir piales paiily sur- 
vives. The scrccn slood forward 0,95 m. from thc a|ise shoiildri. Nuincrtnis (ragnienti tif early 
mcdievnl carved niarblc transennae wcre rccovcicd from thc basilica iit lite loursc of thc rciiora- 
lions, bul not all of thrm brlongcd to thc oratory. Tbe chanccl wrrcii was only 7.5 ni, loitg and 
nuisi have had at Icasl (iite upcniiig; therefore, it coiild have nmsisictl at inoii of foiir niaiii tran¬ 
senna panels and iwo small panels iit tbe projcclion at eilhcr eiid. On thc other liaiid, thc frag- 
ments of early medieval sriilptiirr rrused in thc basilica pavemeni and cxiriu ted during thc cua- 
vaiton (fig. 6i) beluiig 10 at Icasl seven ditfcrcni panels* and thus may have coinc from other 
churches. Iiidccd, \vc may imagine twclflh leiilury Romr as thc secne of a brisk trade in paving 
siabs from thc early medieval chanccl srreens which wcre llicit bcing rcpLiccd by ncw screetis in 
thc cosmatcsqnc style *. Howcvcr, one important picee of early medieval sculpture now lyiiig tii 
thc churrii ]>nrtico (ligs. tti, righl edgc; 62) must have beluiigcd originally to thc oratory; its 
cumbersotiie shape renders il uscless as a paving slab, and its grcai weight siiggcsis ihat it was not 
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1 Itntel of white m^rblc, siiJl t,'jn n 


raovrd far frtin. iis oriRinaJ pt.uiion. Ii is a rraBmciJl of .1 ^ „ r 1, 

rhc upjwr .«vivcl piti uf thc rfrior opctis mi tl>c undenirfr, 0.80 m. riom thc 
havr bren i» ihc middlr, tlic doonvay 


Jon^. The JKirkei for 

prf»rrv<d end «f ihc fra«iiien»: a"*' , , . 

was pr«umablv ab«ut ..60 m. uidc. Ili drc.ration slunvi a debaird version of cgg a„.l dart 
moMinsf al Ihc basr, rollo««l by bcad and rcci and, al ihr lop, a rmv of slaniinx crocket.. Tf.c 
bcad and rcci lei tninalcs al a jwini wliich 
pniliably coincidcd witii a vcrticaJ mold- 
itij? on thc tnaiblc door post. A slight 
I ridgc on ihr soffii indicates thc Isrcailtli 
of ibe door post. Since thc linlcl u too 
wide foi' a doorivay Icading intn ihe side 
chapcl thc most plausiblc locaiion for 
it is thc niaiii doonvay of thc oraiory, llic 
iraccs of whirh havx been obJiterated by 
thc prcicnt cosinatesrjuc jiortal 

■Ariothcr objcct froni thc ruiiw of thc 
oratory is a iicavy pier of white marblc 
(fig- ^3)1 «-sS m. higti aiitl 0.53 by 0.25 
m. in piati, caivcd on its narrow' sides 
oniy with tbe traditional dcioralinn of a 
column; tonis, apophyge, shaft and astra- 
gal. .A singie leaf siirmountrd by abacus 
moldingi represents thc capital. The broad 
sides of thc pier are uiidecoraied and are 
finished with rouglicr tooling ihan Ihr colnmnar faces. Botii of the broad sides show a faiiit 
vertiVal ridgc and a hole, whilc die lop of the capital contains an obloiig Socket 0.07 iii. dccp 
and 0.85 ni. by 0.05 m. in piati. The pirr was discovered lying in or near ihe apse, and Caii- 
niuaro thoughr ihat it was part of a clianccl scrccn. From its large scaic and coane tooling, wc 
think it u^s more Jikcly thc mullion uf a two-ligiil window; anci wc infer from iis location in thc 
ruin that it was at the center of die apse. The sockct in the lop wuuld have lield a duwel to 
secure an iiiiposi block, whilr the holes and serrical ridges in thc side faces may indicate thc 
fixing of iraiucnnae (lig. (14); diis rccotistruciioii, howcvcr, is liypothclical in everything excepi 
rhe center pier. 



R(r. 63 . S. SaU». Pier. pnr,l 
ri Jnublr wiiulow 


3. The side chapcl 

A doorwa) near the noriheast torner of rhe orator)', roiighly cut lltrougli the oiiginal iioi ih 
Wall of ihe huU and subscqiirnily blocked up again, led into a small chapcl (pl. IV'). The chapei 
slill exilis bclow the basilica floor and ii acccssJble dirough a grating in thc north aisic pavetnent. 
Part of ihe chaprrs north wall (fig. 65, A) originali)' beloiiged to a brirk structure, probably of 
thc fburth centur)-, which itands parallel lo thc north waJJ of dic orator)' at a Hist.ancc of 2.40 m. 
The rest of thc north wall (fig. 65, B; con.sisis «f roughly buih tujtld; it also antedates die wall 
in its preseni forni and originally compoicd thc south ilank of a kiln. The floor of the chapei was 



rrmovrd tluriiig Cantiiz/aro‘a 
excavationi, in order to cx- 
posr Roinan slriita, bui ita 
Icvcl ia hidicatcd by thc liori- 
xoiilal basc of thc plaster with 
which the chapcl was decora- 
icd (C). As in thc oratory, 
this plaster is painted with 
hangiiig draperies. One of ihe 
two transennae which divi- 
ded the cha|wl inio nave and 
ehancci was an uiidccoratctl 
siab of polisked marblc; part 
of it (D) remaitu in situ, cm- 
bedded in thc side wall. Hi- 
rectly underneath thc tran¬ 
sennae, an ohlong sockct (E) 
scems U» have housed the end 
of a chancel step, wliile cast 
of it, a long hori/xintal sioi 
(G) probably held ihc end of 

a marblc shclf or bencli standing agaiiut thc back of the transenna. The eail and wesl walU of 
the chapcl have disappeared, bul thc ptnition of thc casi wall is ihown by the veriical cdgc of 
the plaster decoration on thc nordi wall (H). Prcsumably, this marks the sliouldrr of an apse; 
othcrwisc, the chancel would have been loo small. A emss wall of o/iui liilolum (J) helow dic 
chapei floor may bc an clcmeui surviving from the jieriod «if the early hall. 


Fig. 65. S. f 


4. Other buildings adjacent to the oratory 

An apse abnut three inelers wide is embedded in thc north end wall of thc present narthex ' pl. 

IV; fig. 48). ll is scalcd by a later cross wall, antl almoil cverytlung iK-liind this wall has been 
stripped away; indccd, thc archivult miglit bc taken for a simple archway wcre U nol for a short 
segment of thc cur\'cd rcar wall which survives in an opening bciidc thc modcrii stairs that Icad 
down to thc excavations. This piecc of curved brukwork forms part of a natrowcr modrrn ntehe, 
but the divergent curvature of thc ancient malcrial simws that it formcrly liad aboul ihe samc ra¬ 
dius as thc archivolt above. The apse fioor Icvcl caiiiiot bc idcntificti, bul ihe base of the curved 
rear wall is about 0.80 m. bclow thc oraiory fioor Icvcl; thus, cilher thc chamber to which thc apse 
beloiiged was lowcr than the oratory, or what wc scc today was only thc foundalion wall of the apse. 
The archivolt above is composed of bricks 40 em. long and set, though not true to radius, in sinoolh, 
slightly concave tnoriar betis. The apse shouiders are almost cnlirely missing, but such brkWwork 
as remains show.s a counsiiig modulus of five in 0.29 m., with moriar beds '28 lo 30 mm. thtck. 

SouUi of thc triple arch, whirh opened in thc fatjadc of thc oraiory (prcviously of thc hall), the 
east side of ihe present narthex is faccd with a lubblc wall (lig. 65, riglii edge). It is jiosi-mcdieval 
in date, as can bc scen at thc Southwest comer, where thc rubblc ovcilaps thc/abaoirfwwoffhcsliort 
end wall of the narthex (pl. IV). The rubblc masonry, only 0.16 m. ihick, coiiceals a shallow 
recess (fig. 66). Within it is an older wall set back 0.30 m. bchiiid thc plane of thc oratory-hall 
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fiUittlr. Io iJic prrirni Iwclfth rptiiui-y baulica. this olcicr wnl) ronutitiitcii thc pnd wall of the «outh 
aislc. Tbc wail is buiit oflnick wiih an ocpa-Monal t-nursc of la/e//} and rcvcitcd with painlrcl 
irr. The stnad poj iion that can 1 m- .«■rn includrs about onc ihird of a scmicirciilar winclow spanncd 
b>' an artiiivoJj of carrlpwls sci 40 cm. brirl», Thr wnodcii window sili slill cjcisis, and ihc wall 
bcJow it is dcraraird vviih a frcsrncd friczr iif inullicolorcd palnicitc:!. In ihc zoiic alsiivc llic win- 
dow, thc wall dccoration rcprcscnts ashlai nia- 
sonr)% outlincd in white on a ycllow grouiul. 
The wjntlow arch has thc samc diameter as ihe 
latcral anches of thc triple arch and it springs 
! at thc samc Icvcl; this suggests tliai thc aixlics 
of thc triple arch wcre at onc lime also trans- 
formed into Windows Another arch, similat' 
Io thc vvindoc»’ arch which is now visihlc «iiid 
in thc samc alignnient, was observed inside thr 
Isasiliea at a lime when thc aislc emi wall svas 
barc of plastcr •; thc pnigrcss report mcniions 
traces of a cohimn whirh foniierly supported 
thr two aichcs * If these traccji were reported 
corrcctJy, ihe Windows were creatrd by wall- 
ing up an arcarie. Howcvcr, no phniographs 
wcre Iciltcn and thc rjucstion must remain nn- 
rcsolvcd until thc aislc end wiJl can be exam- 
ined again. 

A ccmctcry exists beiicath thr floor of ihc 
souih aislc of thc basilica. It srcms 10 be an 
c.xtcnsion of thc biiriul place in.side thc oratory, 
althnugh therc was no dircet commiinication 
betwcen thc two. The souih cemetery is no 
longcr acrcjsiblc, but thc ptiblishcd notes and 
pians ' indicate thc existcncc of two rows of 
/ocu/i similar lo thosc in.side thc oratory, some 
rommunal graves, and cight rcuscd classical sarcophagi. Thc.se Jalter are now e.\liibilcd in a 
mu.tciuii north of thc campaailc. Near thc middlc of thc south aislc, Canniz7.aro's cxcava- 
lions rcvcaJecJ an irrcgular pavcmeni of heasy slabs of marblc, tula and travcrtinc, irrcgularly 
sliapcd aiidjoinicd;iu purposc is unknowii. 



Fig. 66. S. Saha. S&uih u|iminx of triple auJi n 
vre»l and 'lighl itlge' p.in of addiliunal arci 


5. The basilica 

The basihea later rcplaced thc oralory. It is outside ihr scope of this wotk, and wc discus, it 
oniy 10 the extent that it relate, to the oldcr struclurrs. The ncw floor Icvcl was set ,.40 m. high- 
cr ihan that of thr oratory, wliilc thc side walls of thc oralory , excepi thc wcst end of tlie north 
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oratory apse was rnl and it, remains .oncealctl bi-ncalh ihc basilica IW. The wcal wall «f ihc 
nave .m-orporat« thc g, caler p.xrt of ihe facade of the oratory. tha, Is. of ,hc original hall The 
«iraoidmanly long end pier. a. thc we.t end of thc basilU a colounadcs. meas,ni,.g m f,om 

thc rorners e thc nave 10 the yamb of ihe f.nt arch. mus. be thc resuU of ihe buihl" V 'Ih .IT 
clude m thc lahnc of thc basUica a» much as possiblc of thc former building 

The north aislc «f the basilica ovcrlaps the adjacent chapcl and thc Roman strue,ure. heyond 
it. 1 hc mslc 1, 5 m wide ami ihe soulh wall. of au adjacent Romunesque cloisicr has bren added 
to u by thc rrmoval of the dividing wall. thus ceating an addiiionul aisic The souih aisle, likc- 
*• ’* wcst by Ihe painicd wall will, scmi.ireiilar Windows noteti 


wisc 5 n. W..UC IS tmunaca to ,„c wcsi by thc pain.cd wall wi.h scmicireular Windows notcd 
above. and to thc south by a monastir building. originally Romam-sque. b«, extemivclv rebt.il. 
m rccciu ycars. 


F. RKCO.NSTRl.TMTON 

Wc do ,101 have cnough matrrial to a.tcmpi a reconstruet ion of the classical building. on ibr 
site of S, Saba nor is such an atic.npt wiihin ihc Kope of our work. Wc only note ibc prcvrncc 
of a long wall of rrhre/atani iraversing ihc basilica from side lo side, pa.sing hetwccn thc sixth 
and seventh columi,, of thc nave ». Biick wall, wluch ap,tcar ,0 have ilic cliaracu-r of fonrih cen- 
tury constrilction stand parallcl and at l iglit anglcs to thc reticulate wall in llic arca ofihc Icfk hami 
aidc; one of these brick walls ha, beet, inrorporaicd imo ihc noni, wall of ihc chapel which ad- 
joiiis Ihc oralory lo thc north Tig. 64). This chapel wall alstt ronlains the wall of an ancient kiln. 


I. The hall 

The hall which followrd these Roman building, was lofty and .pacious; it wiw entered at the 
Western end through a triple archway. Three Windows o%'er thc iriplc arch and a number of win- 
dows in thc side walls {fig. 50) Iit ihe interior. The room measured appixtxitnaiely 3^ hy .pj R, 
ft. intemally, and it, walls wcre 2 R, ft. ihick. The window arches of thc side wall, sprang at a 
Icvcl 30 R. ft. above thc floor; thosc of llic wcs, wall sprang IVom a slighily liighcr levcl, bu, ihc 
total lieight of thc building is uiiknown. T he apse mca.suied a litilc over 11 R. ft. in ratliii», 
and we suggc.st tcntativcly that it wa, pari of thc original coiistruclinn «,l the hall. Howcvcr, we 
do nol prrcludc ilie possibilily that it was added later. 


2. The oratory 

In the coursc of time thc hall wa.s mndificd lo create thc oralory. The triple arch was partly 
waJled up, Icaving a doorway in thr middie and pussibly lunclle Windows in thc side arch» (lig. 51), 
The three Western Windows wcre blockcd, as were Mime of the openings in the sitlr walU. The 
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floor JnvJ u'as raunJ aliouc o.6o ni., and a burial |;niuiid compruin^ about laii brick-buill Ivtuli 
was createii bmcalh thr pawmcnt nf mnrble $fabs (Jil. IV'; figs. 56, 57, 58). If thc «p«r ilid 
iiut alrvady t-xisi, it Has buill whcn llie oratory camn inio brin^; itt «ptu tftxaiuhvmm llour mic onc 
«qi hiirhfr thatj the main part of the pavcmcni, ai»d a charicel Ininwiina of unkuown hright 
projc-clrd inio tb« body of the oratory. A rwo-light window (fig. may havc ocrupird the cmter 
of tlic ap>c »ai]. 

In addition to the /tai/i bcncaiii llic urnlnry Oiuir, iiumcrou.i gra\n werr dug In llii: south. in 
the arrsi Mhcrp the «outh aisie of thc basilica waa subscquciilly buih Thi» part of llic ccmeiery 
«raa Iwunded on the norrh by The v>'all of thc oratoiy (llicic wa.i no communicaling dooiwayj 
and on ijie wr»! by a wall wilh «etnicircujar Hindows thal siood iicarly in line wilh ihc arcaded 
HCSI waW «>r Ihf oratory. Painied plaster adorned the weil face of tliU wall, but wc do not know 
whethrr tlii» wa* the oiiiiide or intide face —in oiher ivordj, whciher tlie souilirrn gn>u]i of graves 
H'a5 coverrd iir jyt Somr of thc graves wcre arranged, likr the /oru/j of the oratory, in row» 
on racli «ide of a passage; others wcre individua! burials in rriised rlataical sarcophagi. 

Two sm.iller biiiJdings ottached to thc norih side of the oratory wcre prcsuinably linkcd to ic 
in function and vverc possibly conleriiporary in construciion. The fiist waa a narrow rhapei, ap- 
proached Uuough a donrway in the north wall of die oratory. The chapcl, 2.60 m. widc and 
abttut 7.5 m. Inng, tcnnin.tted at thc cast rnil in what we assume wa.s an apse; a transenna .sepa- 
raird the body of thc chapcl fiunt the space in front of lite ap<e, which presumably coniaincd an 
altar or a taUle for offerings (fig. 64). Tite snatnti strurtnrc was an apsr, 5.30 m, wide, which 
fared aoiith and boiinded the arra oiitside thc Central enlrance at a dtstancc of 4 in. frtjtii the 
norihweii corrier of the oratory. Uc are not sure whether it is cotiteinpnrary with or later than 
the oratory, but thc basr of the apse conrcspontls approximatcly with thc oratory lltitir Jcvcl and ic 
seem» reasonablc to associate iJie two structures: prrjumiabJy the apse belongcd 10 a rhapei which 
sirtoil uii thc left side of thc oratory enirance. The pre.setn e of an apsed chamber in this piisitioti 
is noieworthy, since it brings thc Roinan ,S, Saba into a large grnujj of churches shaiing this feiiture; 
they occur alJ over the Grcck-spcakiiig cuastlands of the Kasicni hredilerrancan. 

In a sr« i,nd phasc of dcvclopmeiit, the walls which had sealnl up thc latcral openings of thc 
triple art h to form thc wcsl wall of thc oratory wcre cut down aJmost to the level of thc oratory 
pavcmcoi and rcbuilt a fcw reiitirneters west of this fuinier aJignmctit. A niche of 1.00 m. wide 
was made in thc blocking masonry of thc iinrlh arch. Since the leverse side of this niche bulged 
otil from thc west face of thc wall (fig. fio), it scems thai the south svall of the apsed chapcl to thc 
Icfl of Ihc oratory entrancc stood farther north; thr chapcl plan wnuld otherwisc havc bcen dis- 
figured by thc convexity. 


3. The Basilica 

^Ve do not know why the oratory was dismantlcd to give placc to the basilica, but sonte of iis 
survivmg walls appear to havc bceti devouilv prcierved, even at the cxpciue ol giving thc basilica 
au unusual plan; thc cxcepiionally long end piers of the nave colonnadcs imply ticlibcrate con- 
scrvaUon. The basilica stili exists and necds no further cliscussion. Apart from its end pient it 
wtis a straightforward ilirec-aidcd basilica, 95 R. Jt. long, 70 R. ft. in overall width, its nave 
35 K ft- wide and aboui 50 R. ft. high. At the easl are ihree apses, intcgral with the rest of the 
structure. A columned narthex with chamben in an upper siory shcliers the weslcm doonvay. 


ii. HI., lyuj, p> s6j It 


G. CHRONOI.OCY 


The only cvtdmcc for llic date nf the origiiial liull U thr nithrr poor qualily of the u/ltii Itita* 
tum, wliich suggetu a late period, probably the late fuuiili or lifth century, We have, howevct, 
no indicaiion whethci thc Itali uiLgiiially was thc secular l«■.e]lti»n h>dl of n wcahhy rfnmiu or u 
rcligious building, pouibiy llic private oratory of a Ghituian huusr. Indrrd, If U was iiriginnlly 
secular, ii inay havc icrved a Chrisiian ctmgregation for a time willunit hring altercd. Vlowcver, 
ihere is no way cither to prove or to disprove this hyiMilhesis. 

The Hrsi definite indicaiion of rcligious use is thr rcinndriing of the hall to cieute what we have 
rulled thc oratory. The coiistruclinii of Intuli bcncath the ncw lloor of thr oratory, Ihc furm nf 
theie U/tuli, and iheir inscriplions suggesi ihat this rcmodcliiig was iiiidrnakcn by a GTcek-tpeuking 
iisniiaslic congiegaiion which presumably camr from thr Hnly Land briore thc middic of thc se. 
venth century or prrhaps carlirr. The end-opening loiulut, as a rule unknowii in Rnmrwas a 
cumnion form ofburial in thc vicinity of JerusalemConcnmitianlly lite epiiaphs rui thrsn lunili, 
some vvrittcn in Grerk and thc majoriiy giving Grcek iiainet, and llic dmiimmt refrrring in (i4<) 
to an abbnt “ from tlie grcai Lavra of Saint Sabas near thc lioly City in the deseri ” ' juinlty sug- 
gest tliai by ihcn the hall had bcen takcn over and rcmodeled liir wonhip and liurial by inonks 
from thc Holy Land. They may Itave Isren drivett ihrnce cither by thr Islamlc ennqueal in fipi 
or perhaps by thc earlier Persian (H'cii|Hiliim in 614. Iiidrrd, if the insi ripliiiiis on thr loculi rotilil 
hc daicd sccurcly fixtm the lurn nf thc srvi-nlh century *, thc arrival of the fimi Saliailr moiiki wnuld 
autedaic even thc Persian iKctipalioii; biii in our opinion judgmeiit slwmUl t>r suspciidcd. In any 
eveiit, thc Sabaite congregation, presumably by thc miditie of the sevendi century, huih thr liuuli 
graveyard imo the liall, raised thc lloor Icvel 10 inakc room for these graves, blotkrd up uunr of 
the Windows of thc hall, closcd the side openings of thc triple aixh and irplaccd the t ential npening 
by a doorway. They also conslructcd a rcctangular chapcl to thc north and picsitinahiy hiiill llic 
apsed chapcl Io thc right of thc enirance. AU this work can rcasonably be aisigned to thc miti- 
icventh century. I.aiet cliaiiges to thc oratory, when thc neerojiolu was cxlemled south and thc 
Western iilling walls wcre reconstrucletl, scein to include biickwork of perhaps nhilh century date, 
but iiut enougli remains to allow certainty. 

The preumt basilica dates obvtotisly much later. The brick t ounes are laid hori/onially; the 
wall fiicet are vcrtical; and thc moriar beds are thUk, giving len coursc» n brigbi nf ti.Ob m., or 
a modulus of 4 j/g courses to the Roman fooi. Ai infrequent iiilrrvaU, coursct of lulclli are ituro- 
diiccd in place <if brick. This kiiid of masonry U conipaiablc wilh mucb thal was built iii Rtime 
thruughuui the twcllili tentury. Cllose analogirs are fnund at S. Giovaiiiii a Porta Latina, whlih 
was consccralctl in 1191, and in the church ofS. Prisca, abnui 1 looV 'riius thc transfer «il thc mon- 
aslery nfS. Saba to thc auniac congregalion in 1145 may well furnish the date lof thc construe- 
tion of thc church ". Morcover, ihc narthex and iis upper siory are datable to the tnlihlle of ihe 
twelfih century by the closc aiialogy at SS. Giovaiini c Paolo Half a century later tlic linishing 
touches wcre put to thc building by ihc insertion of ihe rcnmataque door Irame, dateil 1206. 
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II. HISTORICAL PO.SIIION 

Apsort ha/f.i sucli a» ihal iiiLOrpnratfH itilo iho oratory and, in pari, imo (hr baiiliia of S. Saba 
arr »»11 tnoMi in bmii ptiblir and domcsiif Roiiiaii arcliiirctnrp. .Siinieliinci frcculanding and 
«omMinici inrorporalcd imo iJit iivciali plan of a building rompirx, llit public oncs wrvfd a» ihe 
audicnrc halJ. iif inajri»irai« OJ of ihr rmpcior whilp thr privale tmes weic roccplion room» in 
«r.«iihv Roniaii Jornut. In Roiiir iMcll, rxamplci ofthc laller lypc aix; ihe Uasilka ofjunin» Ba«iu, 
rhe barilu a of dic «fomai Ciloaif, no» S. B.dbiiia. Ihr (laJl al S. Lucia in Selci, ihc hali »hich wa.< 
incorporalcd imo S.S. Qualiro tronmali, and prciwmably ilic baiilica ad <(ua> «fuiWBi at «hc rore of 
.S. .SiuamniKrom ihii diorl lUi ie i» cliai ihai. more ofirn llian not, aucli halls bccamc the mccling 
rooin» of CJiiiiiian rnnitrcualionj after ai t(ui»ition by thr niiiircii. Tiir chanKC in use. some (ime 
briwrcn ijic fourtb and ihc scvrnth rcnlurie., iiiiRhl or mifihi not rnlail e han){r.t io dcioralion, 
liirnubinip or jinirtur». In tbc Basilica of Jiiniu.< Baasus, a Chriscian apic mosaic »ns provideri 
when in 456 11 b«amc S. Anrirca in Caiabarbnra; in ilir lilalui Quallm/r Ctiomiium, a ici ufchanccl 
sercens and a moaatt' pavemem wrrp iiulallrd. poasibly <il rhe lime of Honorius I; similariy, al S. 
.Saba, die Boor Jpx»I was raiaed, Ihc iWi wcrr iaid «ul undciiieatJi, and two apsed chapeU wcre 
.addcil, luic on ihe nnrth flanl and acccssiblc Irom inside the oratory and tlic other nn ihc Icfl side 
ol' the cnlrant». 

r\pparentl)- hoih changct wcre syrou^ht by a monaslic contircgalion Ihai had been expelled 
frorn liir lonvcni of S. Saba ne.ir Jenualem and had scltlcd in Rome tome time hefore the middie 
of the scvenlh rrnlury. Thr rlianj(rt atr churly Ihikrd Iu llir funrral and Iilui);iral r utlnms of llic 
F.astrrn roaaiiaiid.s of cJie .Modicerranean. 'The arran^cmenc of (ombs in severa! laycrs uitli ihrir 
fnuc eudi opcntng frorn .1 centraJ paiaage is fairly common in the neijjhborhood ofjerutalcm, and 
variaiiiuit of thr sytirin air aJ«> fiinriil in .Sirily and Naptes, both of which wcre dependent on Near 
F.atiriii ri»toni.t. Tlir sidr rooms, iii.tiallrd hy the Pairsiinian monks »hen traniforminf' ihc hall 
imo their oratoiy, are oquaJIy characicritih tif and rloscly linkrd wilh Easicm liturfpcal ciutoms. 
Apsed chapcls beside tJic cnirancc to a clinri li and ai-te»iibic irom outsidc wcre frc<]uciit in thr 
Creek-speakinR Mediterrancan coasilanrK and the Hcllerii/cd trade centers inianil. Fxainplrs 
Irom the fifth and sLxth centuriet* air foiind in Epirus, Attica, Thcssaly, the (itrek islands, on ihe 
Western and soulhcrn coasis of .Asia .Vlinur, and also in .Jordan and Ciyrriniiia. They cither are 
placcd las al S. Saba.l to iinc tide of the cntrancc or Ihry llank the atrium or elsc ihcy face the 
atrium and siand parallcl to the axis of the chuich. The)- fi»quen(ly have apses hiil aic soitirlimc-s 
simpJy rccianipilar ur stpiare rooms. Tlirir iiliirgica) purposc is debaialilc; biit inscriptions ^ 
iraccs u( oilcrtng i.iblci ‘, the iconography of the pavemem mnsaies *, and the text of ilic. carly 
sixih iirmiir) TrilamtHtum Dtmim .ViDiri Jtju Christi*, alf Mii;gest that tlicy wcre diarotsita which 



tetved as vcilrics, itcatiiie iliamhrr», repnsitoiirs for ihr tiripinrcs and ronnu »lirir ihc rongic- 
Kation made ulIriiiiKS at llic Iwiiiitiiiiiii of Mast. Thr Sveipturn wri» snkrmiily bitiuKln into thr 
rliutcli fiom the diatuiiuu» duiitiK thr Mimu (Ultf/iumraunim I11 the diai-aniiym, m Irasi in thr lilih 
and iii pait of the sixili tenluiics, llic rlmiriils of ihe Eucharitl wrir krpi .spnn fmm thr olhrr 
oifrriiiipi and pirpared, in the rite of the ptathriis, fui ti,insrrf iii ihc .sllur; Imally, ihr rrm.diu n( 
thr ionirrraled Hcmi wcre rrtuiiird Io and kepl in the ifiaromcun'. Only in thr iiinrsr of thr sixih 
ccntnry »'rrr thr latn-r funriions, sianinu witli thr /mlktsit, translWrrd to a separate thainhrr nf 
prelhfsii beside the chanirl; and rveiilualiy thr diacoiufun u,is alto ir.tnsIsMiTrd to a lorrcspiindiiiK 
pcwitiun 011 the op|iusilc side nf llic vliaiu cl. 

Thr nrrangrmriil nf itir oratory .st S. balla «renis to iiiatk an inlrrinrdiatr sUigc of thia iraiisi- 
liuii. If the chapcl in Irom of Ihc rnti ancc can br irnt.iiivrly intrrprrlcd as a diacametn nf ihr t'aul- 
em Grrrk type, llir apM'd chapri brsidr thr nnt th nall of thr oratory niiiihl m-ciii Io li,ivr hrrn a 
p7»thesi.i i hamber. Iiidccd, similar rooms in similar |Hniiont, apsed, dividcd by chanicl H trrns, .ind 
prosddcd with tiiblcs rillirr for oOrrings or for the ptvlhtsit rilr, an- fonnd in thr cniinc <>f thr sixlh 
cenlnry, in thr very irrriuirirs whrrc dtatanua had formrrly bcrii plaird near thr l•lllranlr. l.H.iin- 
plcs are found allachrd to the irantepi ofltaititua B at Pliilippi and in ihc ihnrili on Monni Nrho*. 
Whcllicr they served as both di<i«»ir»n and ptothrsu, or only in thr latirr capacity, ilicy irriainiy 
anticipate the devrlopmcni of ilir separate pialhtsiy and diatamma. In any eveni, it seritis ihiii Ihr 
Sabiiite mnnks, rslalilisliing ihrinsrlvcs in Rninc belbie the mlddle of thr scvciilh reiiinry, iiilin- 
ducetl both diaomUan and pnthtsi'; placiiig the roiinei in fismt of thr fat^adr, ai rordiiig Io ttir Inng 
cstablislicd onenlal Grrrk ux,igr, ami the lallet lirsulr ibr saixln.iry, lolUiwing u nrwly inlin- 
duced cuslom. S. Saba ibii.s illuslraies (be |>rnriratioii into Rome of F.astrrn liiurgii al and archi¬ 
tectura) conccpis as pruclicrtl by an immigrant monaslic 1 iimmuiiiiv. 
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Rotat, D/.trfifiu aliiiual talfsianm, Rome, Vatican Library, Vat. lat. 11904, f. 16 ff. 

Rtlaliont itila Chitta a eantanlo di S. Sabimi... /647, ^Utc^ata. Bibi. Comunalc, M», 3.3.B.7 i wilh addi- 
tion, dated t7a9-3o; tranirribcd hy Roi>ucanai:hi, op. tit., p, t ff.). 

Rkirzio, Thtalmm Romanat tVftw, l. XVI, Rome, Vatican Library, Vat. lat. 11883, l. 83. 

.KtlKtt M tonrinio t itila (kuia di Santa Sahina in Hama, Roror, Bibi. Cajanatrnur, m». 3209. 

SUmorit il aailru fanitnb/ di .S. Sabina dal 14111 al »67*, Roror, .Ari liivium Crnrr-alc (S, Sabina), 

OP XllI, Gi 3 (in large part copird from ihe Rtlaliant, cited above; uanicribed liy Bertiuhi, 
op. ri/., 1910, p. 323 ff.). e, j ■ a 

.Votizif iloritht dtllt (hiat t conttn/o di Santa Sahiati mailin m Roma, 1775 (CanceluiRI, Sctutam, Rome, 
Vatic.an Library, V.at, lat. 9167, p. 254 ff; cxcriptcd by BRHrHir.R, op. eil„ 1910, p. 331 ff-)- 

SrxvxNioN, AAerfitri», Rome, V'atican Library, Vat lat. 10553, f- ^ *• 

PbCAKiNi, .SrA/darit, Romr, Vatican Library, V'41. lat. 13128, f. 407 f- 


r, ii/i, p. 155 f.. fut» 1 
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BAUtlllAKIAI rllRICTIA.VAk 




II. .\xvll!tT H. 


Mt. pl 


'.V4-«i«a 

>>■>0—1557 •''fov 


■uniMuc», riAn cnurcn win jni 
ii-A<h, vulumrt, I, Romr. X", 

>483 


K«1'Ta», Pit^lr iti /fumo, pia 
rajurcmmiA and propoMh ibr .il 
Ltbrjr>, \ai. 11357, | 


TA r.XXXIX, pl. ,39) 
riiUonA, inli and »rpia 
, . — .. ijn (our %. 70) •. 

.V,„p al Maniiu, piolial.iy rmm pnutolypr ol 
•a Ko«,. pl. 7.B; FstrfA*. di /faw., p,a,„a XCMl pl. ,67) 

r'*' '7",,“"'* '"a’ ‘l" WynBairdr. P.,„o- 

nima of Romr. Oxft.rd, Bodlnan I.ihrnry itonrR, fVAlnt. II, pl. ,„9'. 

< 35 > niT.yixvi. PUn r,f churcfi. rnn,r„( and otbrr l>,„ldin(p, hiiialcui; M.-p of R... 

Komt W 4 i CMic ///. Rome, ,91, |. . P »> Ku, 

1.5*8 Fra Sautti. \'im- u| righf flaiik of charrli, wyj 
'.T**—fjgo »»o*iuu,or or GtoVAj 


r i>d. Ehuli 


SiAdi, k cnihrmird in iJw apsi-, lirjco; \ 


idcui; r.g,> amrang/iifif, c. «6’'. 

.\'1»B1A, fiilcrior of S. Sabina lookinR c 
«fiian l.ibrary ,;l*.«r<i«. S'irla Rtmir, 




rilua.,, «yxidciK; ITrliig Romao Pninvcu, f,d. .Stat ua, 
ap uf i6uB, «1, taniB. Rma al Irmfio 4 i tWai, l /y/, 

MaitRi-Maupin-l.,»,;. Map of Rumr 

^ i /II, Xnmc. Jyf5). 

rhurtl, «ifl, inraAiirymrni,. penril; Vienna, .Vllirrtina, 


> 50.1 TtMfoiA, \'irw of i-biirrh frora 1 
Stutibolm, ipjj; n-puliliilinl, 

\ abian rity, 193/I. 

1635 .Ma<wi, \ ifw nf ciiuirh and cJouli 
inf. £umj-j:, ItitmQ uf ttmj>A 4x Vri 
1(40-1^50? «««Rowisi 0« u-oRjkSHor, Pfdn o 

'Tilr™';,"';!: '■■■ >»■*,. «„ 

‘‘rr'’*’;*"'. O" arch an 

>74* Xoi-U. pr.,n orrhiirel, and ccaivenT cn^^aving Nr.^orRom’ ’’ 

Vir, C«.«n>, 

2 rT ■■■ 

a.s. . , 

.«»3 Ho:,:: ^ai an^ 

Rn.. .«, 3 . ;r;;:\roir;9?;'r % 

r" "P^-. ens-Aving.; Trmpi Cnsluai, .843, |,l. 22 f.; ,846. 

'«55 Plan ofeburth. viru, uf nai, 

cngravineA; Outv ii Rama, I, pl. 38.30 Jooking notlJi and cIiuaUt, 

a. :»;■ p.™' •■'f'*"'" '"XTI! 5,"%.'6.'"J ^ Jl"'.;.’;','” «^iPWlo. «,.„J .p„, 

“ ;r 

'Ji., Ijttrnoi »1 cFilirch and ilrcaib la-foir ivu^ir,,- 1 

Alinari, nu. 83.5 .Darsv, .96., 



C. DATES 

79 _ IS5 Brick .lamp, d.A,i„K r,w„ ,h, „f j. 
A D- arch |Uai»«v, 1961, p. 3,1 

4*2 440 The pre.byiy, p..,ru, „| Illyria fauiirt, ,| 
aa Iioordcd iri nirwair in»cripii.m. o 


rFuu 


«■ ramtiftcair of Ck-tr«i|,M- !, , 


OAvrr PRLwvTaK vnan 

tV* Vin NOMrat TAWItp 

m Mviarrvt ih avi.a 
» 1 TAVn* ^^VI «IMA VIt.l 

viT irLaARii rvrvRAM 


... -440. i;frZ'‘"w\‘alW 

llirthurrh an<lalMp,i.,rry, ■•£, Aaiu, «rArAyni,, 

laoilat Savinat, aii tl fnum ivnimuil" 'f p | ,, ...,, A* 0'P<“ Faidi/am ui urfu R»i»o 

Vorearly Fpilapli nf Bajiliui. “ prc,»rtff/ipi/, Voii*, " Ui„ renuwl! .1. 

VI erni. h,f,ipiUai,. 1. no. na,- M.AK.-ir •• V. . 

SS. FHicc rd .Vdaimo", A>./»..l.r ,’,0 | ''»>>l<-'ialr ,|ri 

59.5 Pl“* >''•»•''pwkWerliftdi.Vonrtaa.yViAig/'• allend» llir «ra. j 

590 504 Relcrcnue i. ...adn a garden - 1 vl’ "v '• 

.. 

in tlin ren,er '/ l> II ’ J*’ ' ’ "">• Wllh tlw Rimlirmiion trl„r,..,Mr. 

.«-AU E„,™,.,. „,.'v 7'-, 

wnh patmingy; - nnail aatrm ^r.Ailrr.ta, «Wr.J» *^,a ?' 

ilutnbKl "w rw.« /,Hm fJCF.Vfly siryX/Jl', Pip/wno vis""'' 11 '“'''^'J*'""' 











OOim'? I1A1JUCARI'M CimUTIANABirv 


«icluckd, inrficAtmK il WM .1 sepciralr (niildinfr a.id «iM ir 
I. «d. BneMiMfJV Romr. I ;»<*v p. 15. no. »i)l Ktetsla 
18115. ■•<«4); fOWTO* fStttitm. c. 10) attributiil 1« 


n thc from p»rl 


■t [Bii/larium urAnu franUnttanuM, 
tfM* ///,«!. Prihiiti, II. Koinc. 
if pnntifiratc of Honorius llic biiiirling 
widlh nf liir cluireh !,*rf dig. 1*38). bu( willroiil ^vinR his rriuons. 
123« Crr««w>' IX »s»ist«I by thrrc cardinaJs and « hiihop dfdimlrt »n altar pJacrd againsi tl 
waU «hifh had Utu b.jili aero» uav'<- and aislo, as wHl as tour tidc allais 
oT thr chun,h: " fihr diimJi) «4 fierit mfH6 iinsa » dat fari, r«i «4 «wrg 4/M nrra /4 paim 
allMMnani bM* Ut h mri ftr U tarp ... [and) «/ ttmp» A Gtifant .Voiu. ...fuma Jalit ciajtir 
ei mUm ptrtt cmttrien... <h iutli U masgivn <Mt tttbmma appageUt* ai ndrit» mura atl 
'atgaria .Xima pttumalmnlr t gii aifri fuatua fm eoatacratt da gvaltm Catdinaii. Di 
m •* i rtaiptla U mtaatfia m «w Upala A mtrma ... gii /jtiivi appttua <^sis td heto 
.no. Staiiaai, r. m t; FtiRCaLLa. ItcriiMti, ^'II, p. ag.l, 

124« Thr Cardinal orOtia conscciatfS an a/tar. dcdicatrri «o the angils, in a chapcl attached to ihc 
easlcni part oT the souUi aiilf, thr CJapcIla drgli Ani{rli ;FfjJi<;£llA, /uritiani, VII. p. 294. 
nn. 591; Darsv. 1961. p. 35). 

I2<3 Urfain A' drdicatr» a iliapil to Saint IVlrr Mailyr. perhapr at thr rasi rnd of flir iiorlh aUlc 
ifoRCHlA, /imiwti. VII. p. 295, no. 59.2; D.\Jisv, 1961. p. 35). 

1441 Cardinal Ciuliann Crsarini trpaira the church, as rrcoidcd in an insrription on a rorner of the 
apae: " ia M aa/a Mia Triiuna... Maa9 D. ipfi nparala t>l rrt/fsia itUi ptt tneiradma damiiuim 
Juliaaaai dt Catupiaii catdtaairm iajua mitiiat' " (UooKio, Slalvmt, c. la; luau, .ichfdaria. Baris, 
lat. 19S3, f. 44). The artm of tirsarini wcir scen “ in pia luagAi ” ; Ucotno. Statum, c. la); 
one. (hough dama^trd, tnay surtw ovvr ihe snuth aitlr door i'Br.ni'HirK. vp. iit., 1910, p. lOl). 

]4t]—1484 Cardinal Valentine ,\tntia dr Fodio (di Puiigio dcl Monte), 1477-1483, donate» thc Ch.ipcl of 
the Madonua dei Rosario und is btirtrd in ojAi in a scpulchre to thr riulil of iis cnuaiicc. 
i'RoDCic.Ai«Ai:iii, ap. rit., p. 9; and FoRCEXhA, Ittriiiaiii, \'I1. p. 301, no. (104: sce al»o Daksy, 
'96', p- 37 )• 

1338_1360 The tille cardinat Otto Truchsetr repaits tlir upper puti of thc apse and conimistions Tacldco 

/occari to execuic the fresco in its vault iUuoNio, Staiiaai, c. 11; scr ahn Ri>mM:,\ivA(:iii, 
ap. eii., p. 24: " .Vi/« t/ raita aila capfila maggiate t... ia pitiuia ntl nitthi» ... and inscription, 
~ (tue Tneluti... prtah. tari... itiuitatt aitidnn i«//d.ps!in rtsfitkil at anutit MDLIX", lost but 
quoted in BiliTKllR, ap. (it, 1910, p. 357 f., n. 3)'. 

130«- -15«7 Satus V' appoiou Domenico Fontana to carry out an extensive restoration of the Ijasiliea, Twenty 
vt thc twent>'-six clerejtorcy veindowt are vvalled iip; the wooden rnlfrrrd ceiling is leplaceil 
by an oprn titniirr ruof; tlir ajMr svindowi are bloched and ciivrred bi' fmcoes; thr ifhala 
ioalanm and rlusncri serrrm of F.ugrniui II are rrmuved, as arr thr .serrrn vsaii, thr altar 
attarhrd bi that svali, and ihr tvkt> amIxM, ali of mrdieval date; thr higii altar is mnvrti tu the 
apar, taised on sieps, and a erypl is laid out Isriiraih; tlir [»:iv<'nirnt is renrsvrd i /.i4ni di tuita 
ia iptta ..., ut). tU., quuled in MtJ.4i)2, 1938, p. 43 IT.J. l.Va>xii>, .Sialiani, tnentiems thc removal 
oTlhc " dhr pulpiti di mama ... appaggiali ai anir» ... i/ fualt dwidtra la CiUlO " (C. 9); the demo- 
lilioo of ■■ iattailabai di cari» /irtrr ... di jual htaara knilnama litti rosina/i Itttigij Htlla Tntuaa ..." 
(€. St, 9); Ihc irandrr of ihr “ .litare aatiea putari latta 1'iittsia Trtbttaa " (c. g’); tlic removal 
of thc " iagaaiPtamtnUi ckt taatgfiaa ia (Aitsa ia dut parti " and of tlie alur attached to tltii .scrcen 
scaD 't. IO’; srr abu above, dig. 1238); thc crcccion of thc nrw high altar “ allimlanaadaiu 
dalla TriPraa pet faila spacia jsuixto d nnrsuirto acria il uimma Pantrfiet tui itsrw» td iabinvt i Car- 
dtaaii patriaa leden..." (c. II); tlir plaring, liritiw ibii altar, of a " CappitUtta sattrrraatii atta 
jua/a per aadict gradi... ri tetadr shelirring an altar of Saint Uominic (c. 11); and llic repair 
of Ihc pasemeni " tht i di taaalt grandi dt aurina tieuua " yiiid.; see ubo RononAiCACHi, ip. ri/., 
p. 33 f.). At llie cod of the same campaign, and ccrlaiiily prior to 1590, ihrcc round svindosvs 
a/e inacrlrd into thr fa^ade of llie nave; “ si /arato it inartriaU alit tn arht dilla cAieja ” (Rodo- 
ctNACHi, ap. rit., p. 37). An iiurripliun of Sixtui V sumining uji thc svork wiu formerly 
rrad on thc riglil wall nf thr apse; 


iButu 


.4* /d , 191«). 


S MAMIYUVW ALSXANnni 
R EVtmii lURonoti , 

riiiNAE Rtut^vin OB s-iA-noxA 
•iririASft, Mua.vs t.tlERRAMnAS 




(Fokuki.i.a, /ttriguui, p. jc6. no. tiai; Unosio, Slatiani, c. n’). As ihc jamr time 
is re-cslabliihcd at S, Sabina (Srr Panioauola, Dr SS. Sialiaaum trieri iiulilutuiu . Vi.o 
r/iwala .... Ramr, 1587). 
cboi, luft i. insrrttd bctwern tbr two «cncmtnnst tusve coK.mn, and. .a, an aftrrtbuuKh,. ,uppnt- 
icd by ivm small • rjfig ,5. /d i, ehara nttata ... .60, U due talaatu eft, .aStaica Zaa, 

/uram rampiatt ... t it kan. Alia tlutralare dei chara... teudi S" (Rouocakai; 


1625 

1643 1647 

1671 
1683 


1729 

1829 1830 

1855 1857 
1914 1919 


1936 1939 

1916 


1955 

19.59 


.... .'•«•'«•"■r «r' cnere...snMii o '.ItOUOCAKAiail, np. n/.. nn •le Iit 

I hr Cbaprl of S.aint IlyacinUi (nosv of Saint Imelda) i, built adjoining thc rialit aide'lttsvcc„ 
thc taiprlU dcgli iVnKcU and Ca.dinal Cesarini’» porcb rRoJorAXACHt. ap. ri.! p.’so "d 
iTdcngo Zutcari fmroes its vault (for insciiption in ficsio, »ec BeaniirR. ah. cit. loio n 
300, n. 1; scr alto Tm, ylmiiMesfnimr»!» di Pillura, p. 50). • a . p. 

Tlir paintings cxrcuicd imrier Eugenius II ;sc« above, dig. 824-8271 aic rcdiscovcrcd above thc 
arcades nf ihe nave: *' ... n ntroMM l, piiiun ,opta U calatuu dalia chiem t gH arrhi ..." iRuuo- 
OANACHI, ap. ctl., p. 49; CuMPim, quoted alxive, dig. 824-827). 

Rcplacing the old Capella drgli AngeU, ,be Cbapcl of Saint Duimnic U built againil ibe rigiu 
aislc and demrated iRoDOCA»iA.:iii. «p. ri/., p. 53 f; ,«r alm above, dig. 1248). 

The Chapcl of Samt Catherinc uf Sirna is built adjoining llie middle of thr Irft aislc in*n niu.B 
ap. rs/,, igio, p. 39B ff.). ' 

The tillr Cardinal Tliomas Howard of Norfolk opciu some of llw hlnckcd navr wuidows 
and tepairv thc mosaic uii thc vvest favade; in thc coursc of thc woik the l,xu reinnants uf thc 
mosaic in the nave, pteserved in the cotner. of the fac;adc, are dciliovrd (sec ahuve, digs. 
824-B27 and 1625; PIAZZA, Geranhia, p. 436): " CaUigiUu luper tatam EmIkwib >ijjr aaa talum 
piclurit lYrurt etiam irrmUuialit oprrihtu dtcaialam ut ex murorum carualeualmilmt 4445 i» auguiit 
prope mauttrm /‘artam reduto et arcuralr tum ptaemamarala Jaatwt Iruia ahtertaii', et ulrryue esiimiiui. 
tfiMus: hodie vero drttraelue ruat notat reitamaliouu tatuta rub axiiam ” i Ciampini. leleta .Wo- 
ximrata. I, p. 188). 

Rrpaii-s on thc chuieh include thc loof, thr arch of Ihc apse, thc inlarsia above thc arcades, and 
the inner fagadr wall; a laigc oculus is inserted into thr lalter Io rcplacc llic c,irlicr Ihicr 
small windijw» (RooouAKAcan, ap. rit,, p. 56 f.l. 

New rcpairs are nmde on thc loof and thc doura: thc .ipse wall U redecorated willi paintings 
iMirSoz, 1938, p. 21). 

F-xcavations in church, conveni, garden and ririghhoring arcas liiitig to liglit Rotii-m rrrnAiHB 
(RtscEJiET, ap. rit., paisim). 

The church is rcslorcd undrr the dircctionol Antonio Mtmiir . The winduwsof nave, apse. aiilr* 
and faf ade are i«o|irncd and their gi ills rrconstructcd on thc Ixasts of fragmrnts of uriginab 
found. The Chapcl of Saint Tliumas is removed and, ai thr easi end of thc luuth aistr, ttie 
.\uxia Chapcl U blucked olT. The ichala cdaleniM and chancci of Eugenius II atr iccon- 
structed, thc altar moved back to its nriginal sile, and thr hishup'» throne and clergy henches 
rccimstructed in thc apse. The roof is repaired ainl the walls strcngtheiicd iMi Soz, ap. 
(il., 1938, p, 21 f.). 

Excavalions .irc begun under thc right aislc; rrsuiratiiin continues wilh vrork on thc inaiblc 
pavemeni, rcconsiniction nf tlic rrhala carttorum and rcvelting thc apu- in marble (MuSoz. 
1938. p. 22; Dab.sy, ig6i, p. 47). 

Mattliiac and Darsv Rnd remains of fifth century moaaics under thc Tadilrn Ziiccaii frcsco in 
thc Icft pari of the apse vault and on thc nave walls above the colonnadc i;Daii»y, 1961; sce 
also lutsi, ap. ri/., ig-pj, p, 212). 

l'lic Iriurnphal arch threatens to cullap«c and is repaired I Darsy, 1961, p. 48). 

In thc course uflnying electrie wiring, remains aie found in the aislc» of (Kiinted dccoration dai- 
ing from thr fifth, icvcnth, ninlh, tenth and thiriceuth centuries iDarsv, 1961, pp. .48, 104). 
















COKPt'* rAill-KURUM CHRriTIANAltrM KOUAK 


D. Ul.SF.RAL DESCRnMlOX 

S. Sabina stands high i»n ilic ridgc oi thc A\Tnfiiir, uvcilookinff thc Tibcr. The church is oiicn- 
led fnim luulhucsi »0 northrait Oii llic iiRhl hnnd «idc, fti the snijlhraxl, thc hitl sinpca gctitly 
dowTi foward ihc Pnria Ruduscnlana; bnt on «lic uiher side it descendi precipitously lo thc river 
Jiaiil, and a Icwl spncc rmly fifly nirtcrs ivide icparates the w.ill of the basilica frtjrri liic liiji of the 
prccipirr ffijf». 67, 68;. It appeant that in anririil linica iJic Vicus Altus traversed ibis spare. 



rumiing more or lc« paiaUel with the side of ihe churrh * Aiiother ancietit Street, prcsiitnably 
the Victu Arniiliiitri, Jay to thc southeasi, perhaps in line »vith the modeni Via S. Sabina. 

The baiitira curtsists of navr, side aiiles and apse. Originally iltere must have been three door- 
w-ays in thc west wali hut oniy two remain: a Romancsqne campanilc occupies thc place of the 
northrrn door, fiJIing the ivestcm extrcniity of thc noriJi aiilc. The doors of the Central opening 
incorporate thr fanious set of fiftli.ceutur>- ran cd cypreas wood paneis \ Since thc Romtuiesquc 
period, and probably murh carlier, the three entranrcs have been sheltcrcd by a narthex inserted 
beiivecn the end wa)l of the basilica and a parallel uall set-cn ineicrs wesi of the basilica atid prob¬ 
ably carlier in date. Today the narthex is eiiicred only ut thc soulh end; but prcsumably anoiher 
ciUrance originally opcncti from thc norih, off the Virus Alitu. U c fiiid no evidcnce of an original 


Inrr the dugiiiial orMUsiuin mul ipoU at ilir nlnr 
as iinuhwinl froui Uic boiiUn un,l ,1 righi .uisJn 

C-b. Fo<. his.. no. a 8475 .””°" “ 

-• doon ser Ovnsv, iftvt; uid 

; nurnipsod in th<M poga. 


ihc ti»r of the Vieu. Allia. The re. 
leehchiw, p, 84;. 


Iiinw. - Lfs piirt» de Sauite-Snlhoe'', 1961, p. ^ fl; No fiuihri 




t' 


































rrrr 


> 


Bo 


CORPVS BA»I.ii:aiiL-M UIRimAKAMliM KOUCAF 






Hl 


a «mali ai»»c Icrminan.-» pach al«lp; only llie »|»r to thc «nuth, CanlinaJ Aii»ia’i f.aprJIa ilrl Raw 
n«, uai excculed (fig. 71). 

In ihp remodcling ol Sixiu» V. directr.1 l,y Domc,.u-„ Fontana in i^86 to >587 a nnmbrr «f 
vcry ihomngh changr» were cllW icd in thc original «trm tnrc: met ol ilu- nave winthtw. tvere 
blockcd, Icaving but Ihirr on either «ide and three round onc* in ihr fa^ade»; an ,i„,brr 
rtiof wa« plaicd over thc nave»; thc ap.c window. wcre blockcd whilc ihr revetment of thc anie 
Wall, “ h UUrr rfr ,/ (fu /arrraw /a mrrosUilur» MU Thh„,u, ", wa« reninvcd and in t.art 

rruicd in thc paventem of thc ap«- "/uUmmUiU, d. /tcr/a*. „ mami iaan^i «((, ,rntint drtfa i 

snha...". » Al«) demolished tvere the ninih century tliantcl cntleure composed of pla.nies, an \ 

inscribed bronzc door, colonnelie» and an architrave «; thc old altar «upporicd by fom t ohitnn. i 

in thc ap«e »; and a niimber ofclemmu of high medieval date: two ambo., a «creen tvali acrota nave L 

and aiilei, five altar» in thc from of the church (at lea»l onc orthe»e wa« attarhed to thc «creen wa!!! 1 

remnants of an intariia pavciiient and an nhl rathrdfa *. ’ I 

In the «amc campaigti the chanccl wa« modemiaed . the altar wa. iratt.fcrrcd Io the nave, in l 

line with thc penultimatc column»; a crypt wa» platcd bcnealh and made accctathic by a lliglit I 

of «tairs; and a cathtdra llanked by choirstaJl. wai «et up in the a|>«- Fig. 71 preaent» thc church 

largcly a» Sixttt» V reitored it. ] 

Kxcept for Taddeo Zaccari*. frc.co iti thc apic vault, tlic «ixteenth century decoraliotu nttd 
structural alierationi wcre removed bctwecn i.)i4 and «936 when the church wa. rc.toted by Mu- 
noz More rccently «ome of thc omamcntal paintingi which originally dccorated thc aUle» have 
becn uncovcrccl under thc dircciion of thc late Fr, Dany ». 
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<-lM^l^J^IUCA«ll»J CIIKIUTIA.VARHU ROMAt 


E. 


A\’.AL^-.S/.S 


I. Antrrcdcnt buildings * 


a) Eelom' th> Soi'Tif Aule 

Rfmai.» i>f unidcntifiod Romat. biii/dings in thrcc dislitu i .Mrata arr found iti thc caslrrn pai i of 
ihr South aisfr, («.th bclosvground I.-vrf and in. orporaicd in liit- risintf wall of the aislc’' (pl,. V VI) 
The «rlicsi. probably brlonping to iJ.,- first ccntiiiy B. C., is irprcscnird bv foui iravcrtinc column 
I«,« mth apopbygr. filJct and ton.s molding» abovc reclangular plitiibs, and .mflun-,| drun» ca 
o.6o m. in diann-tcr. The bases, at a dcptli t.f 5.0« n». helow the 1 bunrh floor, are set oul in a 
sirwffht Jine, paralJel with ojid 1.5 m. inside the aisic «nll. The row of four is arranged in tsvo 
poirs; ihe distanre betrvecn base, within eash pair is 3.30 m. fr„r„ center .0 center. while the two 
inner ba.ses are 6.30 m. ajxan pl, VJ ■. Hence it i, uncertain «hether a fifth eolumn „ood in the 
nnd<lle of the row or « hether from the outsci the centra) intercohminiatioi. was nearly tsvke thai of 
tJ.e flanJting coh.mns, A mutiiated Ionie capital, associatcsl with the bases in seconri use p.obablv 
belongs .0 the originaJ colonnade. I„ ,he seeond centu.y A. 1). the lower paris of the cojonnade 

floor oi he complex «ime 4 m. above Ihe original lesrl. The fonr colmnn bases weie embed 
ded i„ a walJ 01 rmxed ..Illotum and brirk constrnciion, and a serie* ofvauhed rhamber* with 
«aUs of uas construe,ed against the souU, face of this walJ. hviden.ly the new buiJding 

wa, also -Icmadcd, s.nce the original bases we. e Jeft m prc*umablv for use a, kun6.iioTof 

Zrfah •“ *“nic capital men- 

lioned above, .udely p.led onc above ihe othr. m.d dependeni for rigidity m, the fac-rthai thev 

;rd::,rsr.:r:r rrriiz;: r;:- ""t ^ ■*'- " 
—I’ r:;”' *" r ” 

bto.d„, 

of ''"“b.-. bo. mado orpopo,™ indoad 


* *Vt luw linuin, a»cinuu„ «( cojuirurijo 1 t k j. 

«1« 

.1- 1 ; ‘ ^L” ' K^eding ilww l-lw, Uir rKillhr«i rarar, rjoa,„ .', ”• *'* ofi. «/„ 

- lU k.c««T rfihr gnuur, f„ ^ ‘'■r «"t*"* “"J «uih -niR. (mne It, oT ihe eoa- 

“• '“t li*«», ,y6H. n, puLli.h«l n<«,hnL ^ '9^'. p. 53 «. 

e lontrnt || ff . incU^im *„ fi- ih«i* hetu iJ "* ***^^* tbr oorthoMi comrr 

III p. sti g , Ju r.nr;.,!ruf r -■* •*!- U.r „u.h «i,>, ol 

• D*h„ p- «= fufu inro,pu,«,d 

■ ««Pi. r a«, fi*. ||^ micijjneu (Jir drumy u irmain, yfati ^rthoi i p| ■ • 
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w.il'!,'!'! "" ... aUood. a„d .1, „„ 

waUs no longcr .«rresponil wnh tbe earjicr foiindaiiims. A brick wall wiib .rveml , a 

pambol.ho «toinal ... ... ,« ,k, «».,„111,:' IX o„ .'d,,'"'"""■j 

ponod vaabtod v,^ K,« to„.,_ „r„.dopo„d,„,*to"ri.;;';i':'„7i; 


I aiready in 


1» wlten lite tliird period 



Fik. 7*. S. SabiM. Ivatl |hiii ril iihIiI liand lUnk, .Irr«l., 
inciirpiinitinK srrotK) rrniurv «»»1 Ifniflh icniuiy ,> 


tlic vanits of Ihe preceding siniclurc. which apparcntly 
wali wits buill. The fine brickwork 
of ihc wall indicaies a date not I 
later tliaii the ciid of the seeond 
ccniury • (fig. 73). h was subsc- 
quentjy reused in Ihe chiirch, in- 
corjiorated in the east lialf of ihc 
South aisie waiJ. Threc openings 
surmounccd by segmcnial archi- 
vohs are \isiblr fr<im the oiiuide 
in ihc eastem porlion of this wall: 
to ihc righi onc sce* half of a wide 
opening; furlher wcst are ihe two 
jambs of a blockcd aperture aboul 
2 ni. widc; linally, a tali narrow 
aperture is at the extreme Icft. 

Above ihis narrow opening a bulge 
in the modem reveiment inclines 
Io the WC9I as it rises to the sum- 
mit of the aisic wall, suggesiing 
ihat Ihc seeond ccntur>' m.xwnry 
is eonliiiuuu* up to the lop. What 
is probably a concinuation of the 
samc structure is scen al the lop of 
the wall about a meter to tlie wcst, 
cxicnding two or threc meters to 
the Jeft and ccasing at a vertical 
perpend in the brickwork (fig. 72). 
y\n apparciilly later wall (probably 
of foiirth century date) continues 
in the same alignnirni weslward 
as far as the Cliapcl of Sainl Hya- 
cinth. liotli walls are capped by a 
commoti cornice of three curbelcd 
brick courses on marblc mudillions. 

The changing w idtli of the south 
aisic (pl. V) suggest* tliat other 
Roman vestiges surs-ive bcncalh it. Whilc the eastern part «f llic aisie ii cqual in breadth with 
the norili aisic, the wcstcrn half is 0.85 m. wider; thus the weslcni pari of the aisic, likc the eaji* 
ern half, must makc use of stimc carlier structure, likewisc Roman bui diiferent from ihat to the 



■ Daiuy, 1961, p. tW, luocnlk Ihe time of liir itreeron empefun. while iMm. ii>ia. pp », K.. dau» the «runim bi llar leuad tentuey, 
uicludin^ M rebuildins ci li>uHh CCTiiury dau. 
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COKITS BAJULICARirU CIIMISnANARL-M ROMAE 

ciM«As yfl, Ilic wcsicm biiilcJiiiR rcmains unitlriuifird, but thc clifTcrcncc in Ihe Ali^nmenc of 
«hc Wall shovi^ ihat it was a separate strurtuic. About midway in thc .«outh wal] of ihr chunh, 
a singie isolated Coriiitliian colunin» is etnberfdcd in the fabrir of iJie wall. Tlir shafl is j.oTi in. 
fiiifh, and the Ailir basc on wliirh ic stands lies more ibati » m. beJow thc churcii fioor Irvrl. 
Obxiously the tidunin plasT no pari in thc Hcsijjn of thc rhurtii. It scem» It» hclojiji» to «ne of 
thc pre-exislinf; buiidinps cither fhat bcjow thc cast jwirt of liir aisic, or tlic iirikrioun building 
whirh is belraycd by thc anoiiiaJous aliynmcnt of thc wcsl pari. \Vc rniinot say which. bccausc 
thc center of thc lolumn is not rjuilc in fine \tith cither ivail; indecd, it is even pnssiblc that ic 
represents a third anicredent buifding. 

i) BeI OW THE NoRTH AtSI.E 

A variatio» in thc ali^nicnl of thc iiortli walf of thc churrh is similarly caiised by tlie prescncc 
of antecedent biiitdings in its foundations. The aisic has a fau-fy consistent widih of 5 m. but, at 
a distanee of 7 m. frorn the eant ctid, a slight btit distinet ilistortion of the north wall redures the 
tsidth by o.ao in. j>I. This obfiquity coincides tvith thc junction at right angles of thc churrh 
and a ihick waJJ which now fornis thc wcst side of thc sacristy and adjacent library. Since it causes 
an irreguJarity in thc aisic wnU, it must havr been in existence when thc church was buiit; its rcla- 
doiuhip «ith llic piesiinted rourse of thc V'icus Altus has yet to bc clarihcd (fig. (i?). The part of 
thc church w-all staiiding casi of thc aiitccedenl wall is said to bc foundrcl on the reinains of a monti- 
mcntal construrtion of tufa qtso guarlfiitum *; litis matcHal is nmv rcburied and wc have not been 
ablc to examine it. Other paris of thc north aisic wall are said lo be buiit of reu.sed quadrate bloeks 
of tufa and marblc unforlunately none of this matrriai is visible today. 

e) I.V A.VD .VEAR HIE NaRTHEX 

Remairu of a buiJdirig antedating thc church, yet different frorn thosc identificd bclow thc two 
aisles, are pieiers cd bclow the wesl bay.s of thc nave, below thc nanhex, and in thc west walJ of the 
narthex. The pavemeiit of iliis building is exposed in two trenclics, in thc nave and narthex rcspcc- 
livcfy, 1.80 ni. bclow nave level and acrrsjible thfough gratings in (Jie churrh floor fpls. V, VI). 

In the nave trench two paraJlel silis Ibr canetUi run cast-west, drfining a dromos, or gangway *, 3.40 m, 
wide and paralleJ with the axis of thc church bur ncarly 2 m. somh of it®. The upper suriaces 
of thc two paraUel marblc silJs sfiow grooves to housc thc edges nf plutei plaques, and sockeu to rc- 
ceive the posu which held them erect (figs. 74, 75). The posts wcre spa.ed 3 m. apart. The 
floor to cither side of the gangway was paved witfi opm sectili, but only the bipedal backers on which 
the sectiU was oripnalJy asscmblcd have surs ived ’ (fig. 74). The gangway bctwcen the cancelli 
u on two leveis, with a step 0.20 m. high about halfway betwecn tlic pairs of chancel posts. The 
owcr leveJ, to tlie west, is pavrd wiili blark and white mosaies in a simple guillochc paltem (fig. 


- iSJ». pl. I 


1 luvc ihr wtnr widih oi ihc h«i pa/t m' ilw sauit 
fi*, a; D*fciv. |)|6(I. p. «2. 


duiir, „ MeSor. 11,38. p. 4». «cnu lu Uiirii. 

^luiaa. 44. rti., ,3,0, p. jTO. fig. jj. „ 

Damiv. is6i. pp. ,g, 57, 

UAaiT, igfii. p. ig. 

Ihui wr >«..11 C»ll Ih« |,udd„i|{ Uir "dtKmj buiMi^g •. 

Stu»!*, 1914. p 93» (T; MAaao.., ,u, p ,,fi ,r. 

I tbr p.,«neni lo che do»u, ot whirii thc Corioihm, .alumo 1 
«dic „o„d «Id oxiddm thc pi.rm.nt . tourth ccntucy .n«n. 

-«r in ,«>. Badlit. „r MAScnii,., i„ Ihc fi, 
Maivi n, Tnuicrre. icr .bm». V«l tl, p ,3, ff,. VoI. III. p 71. 


1961. pp 53 t. 87, fi**, la. 13; anil I 
uocd »bo.r Kinivei i,. thc wutl nt ihc « 


f. igM. p. 79 ff., wlio 
aiilc. Hc lUtcs itili Hi>- 



l ift. 74. S. Saliiiui. "Air na, liuiljin*-, 
fnnling ofdromnt wrcciuaiKi IU,nr tilr> 
nriBiiially carryini; ,«•£,/, vencer 

'sce fiK. 7fi; 


Fi*. y«». S. Saliin 


I liiiiklin*", ofiiii ICI 


75); «t i* level wiih the opu, udile of the flanking coinpart. 
menis. The upper siep has the saine prefahrit aird «/,«« wtiVe 
thal oecum «utside the cancelli. Two and nne-half meicrs soulh 
of tlie gangway, we find the 1 cmains of a lii ick pier 1 eveited 
with plaster painted hiark, whiic, and yellow. A.conling to 
thc plan published by Muho/. ai the time of disrovery a 
simUai pier was round ^ m. lo the east, but ii is no lonicr 
visible, since it it outsidc the arca tif tfic conucrved trench; ai 
ihrrc seeins to be no wrilleti dew ripiiun u{ it, ii cannot iie 
lakcn iiuo considcraiion. The trench in ilie narthex reveal» 
thc wesl part of the gangway and, in il, .inotlier siep. Here 
the opus sectile of thc pavcmciu is stili iniacl on its bipedal 
backers (fig. 76). It is liordcred by marblc siiips llush with 
thc floor, in place of the sili lilot ks ol thc castrrn tiench. To 
the wcst two chancel jimis stili stanti eret i; they are piece» 
ol a rolumn shafi 0.33 in. in diameter antl \.yo m. high, icf 
inio the pavemeni and incisetl 011 thc cati fat e with vertical 
mosait: pavcmrni giooves lo house ihr plutei which they forincriy sup|>otted, 

I hese posts are 6 m. distant frtim thc nearest post sockett 
in the nave tiench, and it is obvious thai ihcre must have been two more pswLs halfway lieiwccn, 
standing just at thc poim where thc cxcavated arca is cut ofT by a modern wall and wbcre ibc 
rcmaiiEs of anoihcr step, o.og m. high, are disccrniblc. 

I hc West wall ol thc present narthex incorporatos remain» of an arcadrd colonnadc which secms 
to be conternporary with ihe pavcmcnl and its dromos and, likc these, to antedate ihc construction 
of thc cinirch. T hc arrades, nunibering seven, wcre blockcd laicr with a masonry ofbrick and tufa; 
in a sccotid opciaticm a large room, thc chamber of Saini IXiminic, was buiit above thc narthex, 



Fig. 7.^. S. -Sabina, "rfwmoi IniildiiiK”, 


' Mi Siit, 19,4, 337. 
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Hfi COMPri nAni.lC^AHI kl CIIKirriAMAHfM KOMAB 

uiiJ thc w;»ll of «hr an-aile was i'a!ici( aiid providcd wifh Windows; rmally, fnrigrr Windows wrrr 
pirixrsi int» ih«- walls nfisotli narthex and uppei' chanibcr Uespite all (li«sr retmHlcIingi. ihc uri^n 
nai <lc*ign nf the waU wiiirh trrrniiiaics dic narilicx (o (hc wcst is casiJy disccrniblc i pls. V, VI; ri;[(s. 77, 
781. The arrhes. exprwni in ihr l■ham^«•r inimrdialcly abnvr «lir narthex, are sinule archivolts of 
acsquipedals, 3 m. in diameter and rising to an apex 8.15 m. above the church lloiir; thus thc ari-hcs 




arr almost (O m. above thc pavcmciil of thc " ^rntnn huilditiR Thny werc supporlcd on co- 
lunins; the lintflc one whirli survive* has a shaft n(giuUa amico, 4.20 in, hisli and surmounted by <1 
(iirimhian capital with simple bJocked-siut leaves. The basc of thc colnmn reses on a block of 
mncninc siandiitR on a wall whicb itsclf is over 4 nt. high isilh respect to thc ,lmmo< pavcmcnl. 
Unfortunatcly at jircsciit the place wliere i>avemcnl and wall meet is iiot visiblc, hut ihe center 
liiir of one arch correspond* exactJy with Ihal of the gangway, Prcvailing opiuion rcgaids the 
arcade as brloiiging to an atrium whicli suppasrdiy extended to the wcst and was loittcmporaneous 
wilh Ihe church*, biit sve must dtsagrce; thc bases of thc arcade staiid 2.35 m. .-sbove the chtuxli 
floor and thus at Jcasi iJiai much above the levcl of an atrium, if it indeed existed; tnorcover, tlie 
intercolumniaiions of ihr arcade are not rrfaied to thc axis of thc chureli, Hcnce, we propose rhai 
thc arcade and iu supponing wall antedate the church and that thc ibrmer eonsiiiuied a large 
patijoca window in thc wcst wall «f thc • dnnw.s building At a lower levcl, a doorway on thc axis 
of Ihe Jromos may be tonceaJcd by thc revcimctil of thc narthex wall; bttt as far as sve know, this 
has never been siripped off. 

In the eighleenth t «ttury a slteei patrmcnl was scen in the rouriyard. wcst of the arcaded 
wall and adjoining it doscly that the wall seems to encroaclt on it; bul iu levcl. fl potmi 
1.79 »»•;' bclow groujid, seems to correspond to that of the dtomos huildiiig ”, whirh is 1.76 m. 
below nave level *. Further we»l, a thermae builditig was reportedly fotind in the area of thc coiirl- 
y^rd ... ,^36; and other ancien. bt.ildi..g* rame to ligl.t at the sante lime during constructio., «f 
the eoi.vx:m w.ngs soutb and wesi of the courtyard *. Unfortunately ali this tnaicrial had to br 
desiroyed; bu. a drawing made at the lime by Prandi - depiets nt.menrus diseonnected feaittrcs 
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The ex' . ‘""no |ioou. 

area of thc courtyard wa, used fur buriais only during^die ^TiddirABir" "!" "'"P''"*'- 

thc excavat,ons have hrough, to ligh, a number of waUs, prc.umablv of (ir.l 
sugRc, thc customary plan «f an atrium- to tbe »u,h ^ datr, whicb 

pnrallel ,0 carh o.ber L 5.0 m. aparr incorporei ' T T'" 

wa, demoli,Ucd in ..33«; . ,cco„d Ta T"'™' whicb 

thc narthex wall; finally a thinl wall wiis f ’ ''“rth-unnl, in lixmt ol aiid pa«,nlle| m 

chex wall*. Tin.;, ‘‘"I'" dtc na^ 

regarding the maKinry tcclmiquc of lhc,p walTor I".y"’oth"'^''"' '» •‘«■•wn 

thc rommunicaiion .0 be expected be.w-ern the eost wing of thir''^1^’” “'T t’*''' 
ex.s.cd, and we remain in doubt .0 date and 


It cntiaiice 10 thc basilica I 


r»t end, M piecedrd by a tiatthex lying be- 
«t wlm-h wc believe antcdaleti ihe ebuicb and v 


tween Ihe basilica and the wall 7 m. to the v 

pari of thc “ dnuno.i buildincr ” Thi, w^ii . ■ ... "" wim 

terx-al belween them is 7 o m aV hc h ‘ 

y ' ® ’«“'*'we8t corner of thc 1 Imrcb hut ....Iu 1; m. ... ■ . 

of thc Central doonvay, The northern tliirtlof thc narthex is «ac unied bv boni 

wa 1 . .:orporat« the antecedent ateades noted above; hu. a. a higher levcl thc sametall i, Imi 

The doorway from the narthex into thc souih aiile (lig. 79). «.„4 wide and i. to m l.ial. 

IVldrrbloilrdT'^ *'*d'‘'-“h tonsist of up'.r..detl 

bl^rrm ' i . ytna.ion and ftliei. Inside, tl.e rever.e fate, of L «tme 

Tlte lintei of.h T" • P^«“'n“Wy thc obverse of the originat entablalure. 

The hntel of ,he cloonvay u compexted of ano.her architrave stone, now plated m. iu .idc «» that 

, consolc, fasca, and cym., ali carved in a singie block of ntarblc. Tite emblem, in thc lacu- 
c vveen tl.c consoles have bcen chisclcd aw.iy and, ai cach end of the bl.jck, ihc deioralioi, L 


■ Damv, 1961, Ak, m , IncM. li/S». p. 6j f. 

* ll«n, 1968, lU, 4, p. 66 f. 
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Fig. yy. S. Sabini. Nartb«. doonva)- Io r 4 ;ht hancl 


rrproilurcd in woilinian.tliifi inarc crude ihan the 
>riginul (o Form (he rcturns of the moldings. The 
()lr of ihr original ciii ving sugjfcsls that these blocks 
if marble date fronti thr Fonrih ceiitury A. D., and 
,T presiimc that ihey wcre converted inio a door 
■ame oniy when the chiirch was first hiiili. 

Tlie inaiii eiiirunce from the narthex ii» the nave 
3.13 m. wide and .5.^0 m. liigh: it is framrd wiiti 
chly decoraied jatnUs and Jintcl of white marble 
id a simiJarly decorated comitx abovr; 10 jutlge 
by the style of the carving, all these members date 
from the third centnry (fig. 80). The moldings of 
ihe lintei are mitrecl ai the comers and continue in 
the jamhs, shoudng ihar the widih of the doorway remained unchanged when it w as Iranslcrrcd 
to the chiirch. Originally a tliiixl doorvvay must have led to the noitb aislc; it no longer exisis, 
since thr vvaJJ ilirough ivlucli it passed was drmolished when the Romanesque canipanilc was built. 

Aiiother doorway opens in the soutli wall of the south aisle, some 8 m. from the west vvall. 
Ji has a plain marble arrhiirave 0.66 m. thirlc, decorated with a narrow eymation molding. The 
doorway is sheltered by a porch of three eross-s aulted bays which rrsi on a jjair of Corinthian col- 
iimm in travertinc, bctweeu end piers of stiicco. TJic travertine columns rcplace shafis of black 
granice wJuch wcre removed to tlic \'atican Museum in the niiirteenth century *. The style of the 
porch and the door framc bcspeaks a fdteenth ccnnir>- date; the half-oblitrraied arnu of a Cardinal 
on the door lintri have been interpreted as tliosc of Cardinal Ccsariiii, who held the tillc of S. Sa¬ 
bina from 1440 to 1453*. 

Inside, ihc church is divided into a nave lenninated by an apse and two aislcs (figs. G9, 81). 
TJie nave measures 46.80 m. from the door to ihc chord of tlie apse; it is 14.30 m. wide beiweeii 
coluinti centers. The apse is 7.W0 m. deep. The aislcs average 5.25 m. in width fn.in < tilumn 
center lo outcr waJJ. The lolal ciear width is thus 24.80 m., wliilc the total Irngth including 
nanhex and apse is 62.98 m. ;pl. \’,i 


The nave is flanked by arcades of tiiirtccn arches which rest on a sct of twenty-foui utitform 


1»V, Iij6l. p. 15, and ^MU^ p. 



Fig. 81. S. Subina. Rii{ht a 


Cxiriiiihian « olumiu and four u-ct.ut- 
gular end piers. The delails of the 
b.iscK, shafu, and capilais shuw much 
Icsi variutiim than is usuat in Karly 
Cluisiian buildings iii Kntiie. AU the 
bases are 0.93 10 0.93 m. squarc and 
0.31 tu 0.33 m. high and are deco¬ 
rated sviih uniform Attic moldings. Above ihcm rise the white Proeoiiiiesian marble stiuUs, 5.35 
to 5.42 m. (18 R. ft.) in hcight and 0.63 m. in diameter, imincdiately al>uve the apophyge. 
The twenty-four flutes on cach shafi are rcedcd up to a hcight of 1.75 m. from the apophyge. 
Four of the shafts are built with drums of varying Icngths, bui the othen ure monolithic. The 
capitaLs vary slightly in diinension bui have an average hcight of 0.73 m., or 'iVj h' 'fig. 8a). 
They are orthodox Corinthian eapitals cxccpt that the serralioiis of ihc araiilhiis foliage are 
cncloscd in a curved framc outiiniiig each leaf; ihis Icature may simply meau that the sculpture 
is incomplete. The columns are cerlainty a unitbrm tei, and judging by thrir style, they canuol 
be later lliati the third century; perliaps ihc sctond half of tlie seeoiid century is more likely'. 

The arcades which siirmount the columns are brick except at ihc )U)iiil of rontai:i with the Co- 
rinthiau eapitals, where c.onceaIcU triangular iitipusis of travertinc liavc bceii identilied The 
arches are slightly stiltcd, the centers bcing 0.45 m. above the abacus of the eapitals. The intra- 
dos are lincd with marble plates, and tlie spandrels faring ihc nave arc revetted with paiiels of 
opu.f rrc/i/e in greeti and porphyry, giallo antUo, and other marblcs* (figs. 69, 81}. The ihukness 
of the stetiU io.025 m.), applied only on ihe side of the arcade which faces the nave, gives the im- 
pression ihal ihc superstructure dnes not rise axially over the columns; bui the atiumaly is only in 
appcarance, and ihc 0.60 m. brick core of cach clcrcstorcy wall rests cxactly 011 the axis of ihe 
coloiinuclr bcncath it (pl. Vlj. At ihe lop of ihc tectile, above a setback 0.025 "idc, the brick 


‘ l)f. D. Sirvnig <if ihc BnUih Mianini ^ivc lU tbii indqxndcnl opituuii, u>iiBniiin« llic vicv* «I FnSdruthclu ISmcI, 

‘9»lk p. 77. On ibe olbcf band, Dabiv. 1961, p. »0. and iucM, igM, p. 95. aw«ni ibe cniuran. and (.apiub 10 ihc HUi ceitturv. 

' U/uuv, 1961, p. au r. 

• /SuT., p. 103. 
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dcrpsiorcy waUs arc ai prrsrni ttncrfcJ oiily wiili plasicr; (heir orijjinal dccmution, apparcnily 
niinaic, has disappcairdHighci' up, siarting 12.90 ni. rrorti fluor Icvcl, arc rxiws of Windows, 
ifiiiTcrn on cach side. TTicy arc cadi a.30 m. (Jcss than B R. ft.) widc aml 4.35 m. high and 
ai-c separatcd by brict' piers 1.25 rii. (more iheii 4 R. tt.) wide (figs. 68, 83, R.|). The distancc 
bctwccn ihc Windows, from cenirr 10 rentrr, i* ihiis 3.55 m. (la R. fc.). Tlie openinRS arc spaii. 

ned by semicircular arrhes of 
radiaily-sct biirlcs in which 
scsquipetlaLs and bijicdaJs are 
indiscriminaicly mixed. The 
arciies rise dirertiy (iom the 
ivindow Jariibs, withoiii a set- 
baclc ac ihc springing. 

The waiis of the cniire 
fhurch arc concrete faced 
wilh brick and of nortnal 
thirknc», 0.67 m. for ihc 
aisics and 0.55 m. for ihe clc- 
rcsiorey. The wall» of the fa- 
t,'adc and the ap*e are bnth 
0.85 m. thkk * Rxternally 
t)ie brickwork is typical of the 
fifth century, with small re- 
iiicd bricks .sct carefuUy in ho- 
rizontaj cuuises bctwccn Ihick mortar beds (fig. 
84); the proporlion of mortar lo brick gives a 
modulus of 4J4 courses per R. ft,, wiUi 4 coiirscs 
averaging 27.5 rm. and 5 counies, 34,5 cm. The 
mortar beds arc from 26 lo 40 mm, liigh, with 
an avrragc of 32 rnm.; the pointing is flush tvith 
a slight curve at the iippci lip. The prcseiil con¬ 
crete window Jattires, installed in 1918, are rc- 
pnidiictions of the ancieni gypsum transennae, 
some of wiiicii had been walled up in liic sixtccnth 
century and wcre discovered during the restora- 
lions A few of the original paneJs arc preser- 
ved in the narthex. Each window opening was 
divided inio three vertical parts by two wooden 
muUions, 0.16 m. svide and 0.105 't*- tliick, be- 
twccn which Ihe perforated gypsum transennae wcre sct. The perforations of the aiicient Win¬ 
dows, and also of the inodem one», arc fiJlecl with mica. \Ve sce no rcason to doubt that the 
timber and gypsum window closurcs found in 1914 date from ihc original building ■». 

At the east end of the nave, the ejerestorey walls project slightiy atid form what appear lo be 


rif[. 83. S. SabiiM. Vicw of tifjht Hank 



■siorcy, druil. 


‘ Cuumt, rnnt Mmimixtm, I, p. 188, ifuoted «bovr, di*. 1663. 

* Mutof, 19)8, f>. ay. 

• W^il •' ^*«iuiDaiu drl t.mio, Archivi» t-oiojp-.ilico, nu. «B-87. 

Wt diffrr rram MiiU», who dsen Uitm in Uir nintfa «Miniry. 




hiittrcwcs arc ititegiaj with the clcrs-siorcy wTiral^wcll "t>«ve the sct bark, the 

-.-.d» ...d ,|„ wind..»- .ili., .d,,, hT'T 

mous mosate inscripiion which record, ihc liuilding of ihe church bv f"* 

du. ing the rcign «f Pupe Ole,tine *. The seve , SntL ver^ a ' 

blue ground sorrou.ided by a inargiu of bine and gu.d spi.ak A “ 

pteted, bearing an opeu bouk, acr.t.HstA ax i the Z l 

right. Abuve the rnosaic pan- * *■* wkktihu, io lUc 

cl, five rnitnd-headed win¬ 
dow» now pierce ihe wcst wall, 

(orresponding in hcight with 
the clercatorey window», but 
only i.gom.inwidthtihey arc 
scparalcd by brick pier» 0,65 
m. widc (pl. Vli. Thesc open- 
ings are modern ivstoration»; 
they replacc an oval window 
inserted in 1729 in place of 
llirec round window», dating 
presutnably fnim the remod- 
elingofSixtus V* The mod- 
ciTi restoration is based on 
Cianipini'3 engravitig of ihc 
original mosaies (fig. 85), 
which depiets five window 
arches with the .symbols of 
the cvangelists in rnosaic on the spandrrl, and bearded figures on the end ],ier,. Cliampini oh- 
v^ouslv could see only the ouUines of the window arches below and between thesc rnosaic,; „ci- 
thertlic strong projcctton of the end piers nor the dUtances ofthe window» shown in thi» engrav- 
ing cati be taken 10 rcproducc faiihfully the original arrangement. Itulecsl. the five original 
Windows svere .separated by columi.» instead of the preset.t brick piers, murh a» ui SS. tilo- 
vanni c Paob *. 

I hc apse, at the casi end of the nave, is slightiy stiltcd in plan and ii 11 in. wide and 7 m, 
decp. Its marble revctmcni is modern but is based 011 nomenico l■'onlana‘» accouni of his de- 
«ruction of the original revetment^ The window», blm ked in the sixtccnth century, wcre reopened 
in 1938. Rcceiit invcstigaiion» have establishcd that the half dome of ihc apse wa» c.miiruct- 
cd with comx-alcd rib», a technique frequent in late Roman building». The paintiiig by Tatldeo 
Zueean which decorate» the apse vault may be a sixtccnth century reinterpretation of the subjcct 
of Ihc ongmal apse rnosaic. A fesv fragment» of ihc lattcr arc embedded in the present pia,ter 
and Muhoz noled large numbers of falicn tesserae when excavaling beneaih the apse pavement *. 



FiX. 85. .S. Sabina. Nave, inietiur laeativ, nunalc a> of 


’ Srr above, tlig. .111-44»' 

• Scc abow. di(i, 1386-138; «nd 1719. and ihr vii 

• Uaniv, igOi. p. 14: Mi Sor, 1918, p. irf. 

‘ Sm iitiove, dig. 1386-1387 and pv Ri, 

• tlouv, 1961, p. 1* r. 

• SaLMi, fi,., p. 5 ff.i M»iSii«, 1998, la 3; n 


f.; Imh. 1961, pp. »j, 47, K 
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The arch of the apsr, < orii. 
fHi«ril or liipedaU, appcari to 
liavc bccii wcit prr»c:rvpfl iintil 
1955, rxi rpc Ibi an ciRhiccnch 
pciitiiry rcpair in thc north 
icction; in 1955 -i more ihor- 
oujjii rcp.iir hpiaiiip tir<cs- 

Whilp ihr apnp u-all i» « on- 
ccatcd inside l>y rtiotlcm rc- 
vecment, iti structure may be 
secn on ihc oueside (pl. VI; 
(ig. flti). 'Mu- cotixlriictidil is 
uniforni throughout and is 
iniegrai tviih the clctesioiey 
walls. Likc the nave, ic is 
composed uf small reused 
hrirks set in horizontal coiirses, 
tvith mortar beds averaging 33 
mni., in a ratio of four or five 
courses per Roman Ibot. A 
rectiJiitear excresccnce at the 
base of the apse, bclots'' the 
centra! window, is integra! 
with the cy!indrica! wall 
and must be coniemporan- 
cous;apparent!ya rectangular 
bui!ding was originally ciiher 

artarhert or intended to be artached to the apse at this pnint. Above this, the apse wall is pierted by 
three large round-headed Windows, a.6o m. widc and 4.30 rn. high, tvhosc silis arc 6.5 m. above 
the nave floor. Povsibly rhr openings wcre originally intended either to be sel soinewhat lower in 
the wall or to be loiiger, since the jamhs continue dowiiwaid 1.40 m. bclow the present silis in the 
fomt of vertical fiuures; hiit the brickworit which raises the silh lo lite present levcl has the sarrte 
character as the rest of Uie wall, with a modulus of fivc courses averaging 34.5 cin. Thus the altera- 
tion may have hecn made dttring construction. On the other hand, the middle window has hecn 
narrowed in modern times. Originally tlic Central opening was 0.25 m. wider than the lateral ones, 
but for some reasun the three openings were made uniform in Muftoz* *» restorations, when the cusped 
fiAeenth century frames wcre removed and the present concrete latiices substitutrd. Some 12 m. 
above ground lesrl and 1 m. above the aprj: of ihe Windows, the cylinder of the apse wall is set 
back to form an unrvcn Icdge aboui 0.10 m. widc. 'I lie brickwork above this interruption has 
cxacily the same cltarartcr as bclow; color and couising arc the satne, and the somcwhat irreg- 
ular disposition of the squate scaflbld hoJes show^s no sigrtificant change. .\Iorcover, the setback, 
while clearly cisibie in the south half of the apsr, is not disccrniblc in its north half. Hcnce, it may 
represent sitnpiy a minor change in plan by which llic <mtcr face of the apse wall was sliglilly rc- 


• IVuur, lyUI, p. 114, iyp. 80 . 89. 
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duceil it. diameter (R. K.). On the cther hand. since the levcl nf the scil.arV corii-spond. rxactly 
with Ihr springing of ihe apsr vauli, it sceins poMiblc that the apse was Icf! incomplete on thr ex¬ 
terior whilr the vaiilt was fiiiUheci, and thai ihc .ijumt portinn of the apsr wall was not added un- 
til later ;S. C.) >. F.ven so, it is l.anl to sec why tl.e huildcrs did nol rontiniie ihrir wall face i., 
the same plane as below withoui the disfigurcmcnl of a setback •. 

In the rificrnih century a small apsed chapel was buill at the cast end of the south atale (fig. Ilft) 
replanng an entrance which previoiuly existed llicre». The remai.i» of this doorway were discov’ 
rred in 1931», when the apse was made 10 arronimodate the stairs going down 10 thr cxcavation» 
benenth this part of ilic building *. Tite we»l rnd of the north aisle was drmolishrd in thr Middir 
Ages to make way for the Romanesque campanile. Noihing of the original oislr wall can be sren 
in the campanile founrialiuiis. The doorway which originally must have opmed in ihr wrsi rntl 
of the north aislr has complclely disapprar cxcept, possibly, lor pari of a ihrcshold slonc‘. 

Bolh north and soulli aisles walls are picrccd at a heighl of 5.70 m. abnvr the flooi by a low 
of small round-headed Windows, 0.30 m. wide and 1.30 m. high, and with splayrd jambs; ihey 
are disposed so that cai h window corresponds with an arch of the nave arrade I figi, 69, 72). Nrver- 
ihcless, stzc and shape of the Windows and the falsa touina masonry of Utc jamlt* the «craichctl 
horizoiual lines arc clearly visiblc — leave no doubi that they arc «f twclfili or Ihiriccnth 
century date. No traces of carlicr openings appear in the aisle walls; ihiu ihc aiilrs «ecm 10 have 
originally been wilhout lighting of ihcir own. On the other hand, Danty has unmvercd traces 
of the original painted dccoraiion of the aisle* «. They are fnini, biil on the wall at the rast rnd 
of the saulh aisle onc stili ices paintings, apparenily of brucaded hangings and a iriidrtl fric/.c of 
classical design; above the arcades a pallem of small rectanglcs imilales in paint the nfi\ts tnliU 
oi the nave arcades, itself an imitation of opus quadratum. 

The campanile occupies the wcstcinmosl bay of ihc north aisle, as wcll as half ihc adioiiiing 
bay. At the ba-sc it mcasures 5.60 m. square, and the walls are 1,4.1 m. thick; higher up they 
arc about i m. thick. At clercslorcy Icvel the wc«l face of the lower is set back 0,44 m. heliind 
the nave faqadc. At this levcl the simple arcading of ihc Romanesque structure survives, with 
iwo plain arches to each story Ipl, V'). There arc traces of the usual cornices and archivolu, 
but ihesc wcre probably shavcd away when ihc Baroque bclfry was roiislrucied. rite Wrlfry 
prcsumably tukes the placc of Romaiicsc|iic upper stories. 


• IIA»., lyea, pp, loS, IIJ And Ii*. K.| wiih iiAoiwUr. MW, 1 
tui and icAiiiui|ur: «kr pan bclcnv chr MtbAck, itAinig Iram tho tuui 
buih in ibe firih ccntur>, wIkti luppmtdly the UieniiA* nper wm iiiu> 

’ A pboUixniph of ihe itioet epu wall iDauv, igOt, fi*. Bjl, abo 
foliliii* lu.li», TOund iratTolding holea nf ilw t>pr «utinnury in Roman 
tahen ai Itui uinr ’ 

• Daiuv, 1961, p. 37. 

• > 9 i 7 . P- 

> Itu!., p. 4U0. 

• liHua, 1961, p. 104, fi*. aj. 
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r. REcoN^Ri^crio.v 



1. Structure» antedating the church 
■) Buildlyo» is tii» Ar»a or niE Aisi m 

The buiWinp in .hc «.ra bclow both nitlct nte .00 li.tlr .0 ju^ufy an At.e.npt at r,.on. 

«ruction Tho^ belnw ihc nonh aidu- arr rniiicjy ..ncxplored. Htosc bel.nv ihe ea» rml ol tlic 
l,h aiJe «r tomrwha. be.ter knotvn. In.l their carlier pi.a^s had li.Uc impac. «n .hc layom «f 
Ihe baiiiiLa- an<l neicher the culonna.lrd Rcpi.hlican biiilding nor thc caily Imprrial vaulted cham- 

bc^ whifh aucceeded tba. ttrucure need hr di»cu»»«J here, 

On the other hand. .hc .hi..l building in thi. area waa ».ill «cU pre*erved when thr ba»d.ca waa 
b.ul. The facade inrorpora.ed in thr eaat end nf Ac .ou.h wall of thr aidc (fig». 7«. 73) »ccms tc. 
be par. of a hou»e ..f.hc type, «i.h grotnid floor teirr««r, .0 frrtiucu.ly fountl ... second and 

thinTcen.ury Rome. Thr plan of .hc buiiciing behin.l .hc fatadr te.nains unk.n.ui.; the or.ly 
certain tcu arc dut thc .eructure wa» buil. al thc tum «r i)>c «cond ren.ury antl rr.nodclcd later 
in the fourth century. A. ihat time, if not fr...n thc ou.srt, i. cxtende.l fiom the so.itl.cajt corne.- 
ofthe b«aka al Icast as far as the Cl.apcl ofSai.it llyacinlh; ies height cot.cspondcd 1« thc present 
bricht of ibe aislr; and it was Icrminaird by a inodillion corni, c. In line w.ih thc east wall of thc 
ChapeJ of Saint Hyacinth, an allcy sepa.aicd it from thc structure (or struclu.csj whose re.nains 
survtvc bchm the portico and thr west p.»rl* ..f the aisic and nave». 

b, The ” Dromos Bcldino " 

It has sometimos been suggested thai (hc remains found below ll.c wcst portio., of thc basilica 
ali beJong U> thc same late antique building, wltich thus wouid comprise the lYiIuenn stili incorpo- 
rated into the wall ofthe soull. aisic, as well as thc drornoj and thc paveineiH.s helow the nave and 
narthex*. If our analysis is correet, the ar.adcd west wall of the narthex also fonns part of that 
building. Howcver, we arc not sure Ihat thc coiunin in thc soulh wall formed pai-l of the same 
complex; it seems dilhcult to explain thc dilTerencc in level belwccn thc columii al -2.06 m. and 
Ihc paiemeiil of thc dromti hali at -1.76 m. Al.hough steps wouid obviously overcome thc dispar- 
ity in Icvels, the existing cvidcncc could equally w-cll indicate two buildings or successive building 
campaigiM of a lingle struclurc. As it is, then, ihc ovcrall layout rannot he salislactorily visuali/ed. 
Eveii thc hall whicli eucloncd thc drumoi is known only in part. Wc know for ccriain thc west wall 
wiiJi iis seven colonnaded arcades high above floor level, in ali likclihood a hepiapartitc huge ar* 
caded window; we know of a room extending caitward for a lea.st eleven meters from this wall, 
Usishly appointed wilh ai. »pus stetiU pavcinetil and containing in iis ccnccr thc dromos, a long 
passagcway paved with mosaic and flankcd by rwuelli running Icngthwise. It has been suggc-ttcd 
ihai this halJ was part of the tituliu SaSiiuif antecedent to the church, that il was thc mcctiiig room 
of Ihc congregation in that titulus, and that thc dromos was part of iis ccricsiastical arrangements 


> llwn, .yti, p. jG; lu«». lySR p. •> t. 

• D*Mn. lySi, Im. m.i liixM, itr». p a» R. 

* Mamoi-. y. tu., p. f 16 if. 


Vnowfi in Roman thurcUe» by tbr carly 


In any event, it is eomparable to thc solMf whicU arc 
fdtU century and prrl.aps at »n eailiei date». 

We arr inilincd tn suapend judgmcnl. Whilr il is obvioii» that thc litulm Sakiniu musl have 
been somcwhrre in the arra occupied by the basilica, wc cnnnot Iw i-e.tain that it was idcntirnl 
with thr dn>mo^ building ". Evc.i if this ...uld provru, il is hard .0 rxplain thc dromos as a solra; 
its closc proximity to thc west wall does not allow room f.»r Uiurgical movemeiil at Oiat point, even 
assuming that thc altar w.u. ,.ear the middlc of thc nave a« was common in fm.nh century R.nnr. 
Ra.hcr the layout «uggests that the dromns Icd 10 an enirance in thr wcM wall. below thc a.ra.lrd 
wmd.iw, an ar..u.gcment so far unpatallcled in any other Ch.istian building. In spilc ofoui igno- 
rar.ee of the liluigical layout of R.mxan til..li, wc stili Uunk it pcsuiblc that the " dromos building " 
was secular rather that. eccleslastical. Rui wc are also at a l.ws 10 explain it* purposc in a sctular 
building. 


2. The church 

Excepi for thr housc faejade incorporate.! in the east part of the snuth wall ai..l llw arcaded wall 
of thc dromos building ” incorporated into thc wc». wall of the ..ar.l.cx, the church of S. Sah.na 
i» au iniegral building; tl.crc is Ulllc to be added to thc reconstruet ion propccd and camed «ut 

ThcTlan of nave, aislcs, narlliex, and apse is simple, and appears to l.ave rcmair.ed unchangcl, 
except tLt the narthex wouid have originaUy extended along tl.e facade oftltc nonh aisic. where 
it ha-s now hccn supciscdcd by an cucrancc 10 thc monasuc buildingx. Tl.e only exiraordinary 
feature appears to bc tbc location of the enirance into thc narthex through it. -hnrl no.lh and 
soutl. sides The rca.tons are obvdously thc location of the two Roman Street, (fig. O7} * along the 
uorth and south flanks of ihc basilira and thc desi.c to re.ain in thc ..e.w structure the aresded west 
wall of thc “ dr.rr.or building -As stated above. we do not concur with the ^ ^ 

west ofthe narthex, an atrium cnvelopcd by a quadriportteus. the eas, t^ng .,1 whch wouid ^ 
reprcsenlcd bv the arcades of the narthex* No irace ha. been In.md of sia.rs lead.ng from the 
Sbcr r-l of thc supposed atrium, m. above church level, to the narthex •. Mnteover. 

and Ihc io,.,c<,lonmi,l.on. of ,hc are.de arc noi oo ihc axi. of ihc ba.ihca; „ii ih. oihci hand, ihc, 
are iixial wilh thc carlier “ dromos building 1 • • 1 

4 c clcvalion of nave and ahlc. ha. hccii «cU ioi»cre-,d b, Miiho, re.i.i.ii»., Jl» 

l„„c, „an of Ihc «CII facade and ihc oioi.ic hcncaih il. wWow.l ihc nave coluin..., areato 
and i.iL.i. dccoralioi. in ih. ipandrchl clcic.inrc, «indo... and . ^ 

reindow giilla. The maihlc re.cinreni «n ihc apre ic». a. rcco.niruCcd h, Miinoi, pinhahlV 
..... ...n^-iarihnr,. ..f thc *-- ^ 




_I .Ire^criaiinn A similar rcvclmcnt 


, „ _I. j, 1 /, iH lirdyjl. O, ?S 11. t’tf* 

• MAnisvsv “ An lUily Ro,n«n ChoKcl Arf»n*riiu:i.. and 1» Umtinnl „ liuirE A .nd » dn« fr«n. .Iwu. t 

&. Pfrtn. i.i Viacal.lb.nwrlrnw.sntdto»^'.-"'’' ^ ‘"“l «Jsiol 43!l-44^ "“>*'>«•" ,aU> triiu 

vot..... p. .un ... <... •f'-. » 

-v- « mntxaw ;ucn«E« AniUina^m. Bc,.. .«It. p. .«• • 

• IXsniT, iijUi, p. r6i 1 bb»i. («fi», p. 71 “i and uur «». li?- 
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mijufccii,- in ali liJstlihcwKl its fi\T ofirniiiK* * wcrc originally soparatcd nol by picrs biU by columns, 
ibiis fonning a miiltijWo colonnailrd wiiidow compnrablp lo ihal of SS. Giovanni e P.iole» >. The 
lijfiirrs of ihc Evangeliiis in ihr xpandrcls and of two male ligurri, pmiimably Sainu Peiei- and 
Pliiid, al Ihc end pieis have beeii rrrorded (fig. 85J. Tlie nave walls below the wiiidims and above 
ihc iniamia work al*o »ccm to haxe rarried mosaies originally: Ciampini retorti» Irate» of them 
al ihr torners of llir rves» fa^ade. Biic il remain» a mool rjuestion whether they showcd figural 
leprrfrntaliniis or onl> onianicnlal dciigiu. I-aier Ihtsc mosait» may have bren replatcti by paiiil- 
ing», bui ihcy 100 have di*apj>eared * On the oiher liaiul, iraces of fifth century painied dccora- 
lioii have been foiirid in (he aislcs, boih above ihc artades and on the side wall, overiaicl by later 
dccoralivc jraintings. oiic la\rr dating from the ninth century, othrrs from the high Middlc Age». 

Il lia» been «iiggesied ihal the overall pUii of ihr basilica is based on a complex sy^stem of moduli, 
and ihal ihe modulus is ihe hrighi of a rolumn intluding its base and capital, 6.2^85 m.’. The 
drawbatk to ihis iiigriiious proposal is that the modulus and its multiple» ali resuit in odd or briv 
ken numbers of Roman feet, such as 11 '4 R- ft. for the basic modulus, Ibr the Ictigih of 

navT and aisles including narthex and apse. On the ollter haud, direct measurement rcsulis in fig¬ 
ures surh as 46.80 m. 160 R, ft. for the length and 24.80 m. = 84 R. ft. for the tolal width of nave 
and aisles measured tilong the east widJ. Also, il should be rcmernbcrcd ihal Ihv measurements 
ihroughout the building var>' sitghlly, tiol the leasi in the heighl of the colurnus and the widlh of 
the aisles *. 


3. Later changeis 

.Mosi of the changrs made to Ihe original basilica concern the lilurgical furnishings. No essen¬ 
tia! altcrations have been made in its plan or structure, except (hc building of ihc campanile in 
the high Middie Ages and of llic side chapcls in the se\'cntcenth century. 

The fini iraceable major change was in the ninth century, when a ncw chunccl was laitl out, 
projccting from the apse inio ihc easiem bays of the nave. Il was enclosed by marblc ciuueili and 
arcrRtiblc through a presumably small bronzc door, dated by an inscriptioii of Pope Eugene II *. 
Prcsumably the placing of Ihc chunccl closc to the apse was linkcd to the rclocation of the original 
altar, wiiich may well have slood furiher west in the nave. Munoz rcconstructcd the chanccl in 
*93®> feusing ilic original canttlli, by and large corrcctly, we think; bul its exact original layout 
rcmaiiu in qucscion. In the idnth century also, thr wall painting» in ihc aislcs were gone over 
and supplemented by painted tWti, characteristir of the period; indccd, an inscriptioii of Eu¬ 
gene II referriiig lo the crcction of an altar canopy has bccii foiind on the atsic tvali *. Siip- 
posedly at ihc same time, the mosaies on the nave walls wcre rcplaccd, wholly or in parr, by wall 
paintings; redisrovered in 1625 and stili sccii by Ciampini, they have again been lost, and the 
passagr in Eugenc’s biography remains the oniy witness for their dating 

The nexi restoration campaign, in thr thirteenih century, was presumably linkcd to the installa- 
tion of the Dominirans at S. Sabina. To some degree il, loo, was designed to meet ncw liturgical 


' Scr .aUnr, Vol. I. p. »7|. 

■ Ciuirm, IV*r« StMmMO. I, p. iSS, m quuied «fauw. <lic. i6Bs. 
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requirement». A screcn wall, about 2.70 m. high and pirrrrd al ciiher end by a smnll door, was 
biiill across nave and aisles to separate the monaslic congregatum in the rear from the lay folk in 
front ; in Ihc front part, five allais and a pair of ambos were sel up and dedicalcd in 123B. One 
of Ihc allars was plai ed againsl the cenler *>r the eros» wall. while the positioni of the four other 
altilis and the original place of the amhos remain imknown. as tlocs the exact site of the screcn widl 
iisclf, " in the middlc of the chuich " ‘. A side cliapel, dedicalcd to the angels and the firil chai>el 
to mentioned, was added to the righi llank of the churcli*. To provide hetier Ughi. small Win¬ 
dows were picrccd inio ihc atsic walls. The narthex was rcinforvorl by inserting trun.verse arihc» 
supporicd by columns with spiral fiiiling» and probably extending aUmg the cnlire original ImglU 
of the narthex Finally, the campanile was buili, correipsmding lo liturgical demands and archi- 
loftural custom in Rome in the high Middlc Ages». Gontcmporaneously or shorily later, prrhap. 
in Ihc second half of the ihirteenth century. the aislc waUs received a ncw painted decoraiton ‘. 

Tite subsequent campaign» of repair and remiuleling have Inten discus,eil above. \it the Itl- 
teenth century. the «lulh porch was built, a. wa* the righi latcral apse, originally the Chapel of 
the Rosary; supposcdly a colTcred ceiliiig was placed over ihc nave ». rite changes of thr late slx- 
tcenth century comprisetl the “ modcmistic " removal of the carly and high medteval lunm ttngs 
fmm the nave and their replacemcnt by f.imishing. meeting contemporary demands; thesc tncluded 
a liigh altar on a new sile and ratsed on a plaiform, a subterrancan crypt, a mlWni and t hoirsta Is 
in Ihc apse and a choir loft *. In ihc seventeenth century. the lateral chapcls projccting from tlw 
aisles wcrcbuilt and drcoralcd; and apparently extensive repatrs were underlaWeu in the nave . 
Finally the reslorations of ihc iweniieth centu.7 include the «.mewhal punsl nj “Il iix- 

tcenlh century and lalcr elemcnls, except the side chapeU, and the re-creaiion ol the fiflb cenliity 
exterior and interior and of ihc ninth century chanccl ‘. 


G. CHRONOLOr.Y 

I. The originisl building 

backed with bipcdals. f.nds closc paralleb tn such ^ ^,„1 
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fnJwtuwteh-. «fcr maiono of ihr aruadcri wall «rf ihc " ^1-»»«.. buildiug " is nt 

rha iTK-irnt ■oe atxosibJc for rxaniination and ass«inRiit ol dale • 

for Iht b-sUica. tisr date of Ltautnirtiun is cirarly cstahjished. The in« ription on thr wr,i 
a.mbo«. io fouodation to the pon.ifoatc of CeJcstine I ( 4 .*a-«»). ‘he c.t bcmg t^mte by 
the n«»bs^r Pe.er fovn IJfyria *. The pasaage in thc -t.Arr whir». aanp» ihc bu.ld.MK 

to t^\ran of Sisttu. III ^«J»-440i, giving Oie tirie of Pcicr of Illyria as biihop milin (han presbyter, 
«rms ID suefCSl thai the t»bJdu.g wa. ^mpleted it. SUtus' |K>ntifi<:ate. or perhaps only that he 
perfonned thr ceretnnny of dedication *. 


2. Later changes* 

SubM(|uent aJtcrations of thc basilica arc ali dafctble without mnch diffitulty. The iiiiilh 
rtamrv chanccl and redecomtit»! are datable 834-817; thc thirternih ccmur>- furnUhings, 1238, 
pnsntinaUv SdJowcd iKghlly later by a redemration; thc fifleenth ccntury addilions, 1441 and 
141)3-1484^ thc sisteenih ceatury renwjdeling, 1.586-1587 antl thc following years; linally thc twrii- 
tieth ccntury rrsiitfstiions. 1914.1919, i93<>-*939 »•«< •955->959*- 


H. Hl-ST ORIC. \L PqSITIO N 

Should the “ Amsm building " indced provc to have Itrrn a titulus, thcn a faseinating «tariiplc 
of a Amu tctUiin wDuld be seen at S. Sabina. Ilowcv-cr, in the abscncc of atiy posiiive evidenic ol 
a fourth centurv ecclosasticai structure, we cati say onJy that tlie exUting church prcsenls an exam- 
p lr of churrh buildiog ai the beginning of thc fiflh ccntury and dcmonslialcs, in its lasHsh decora- 
tian. abundant use of marblc, and elegant proportions, thc incipient stages of tiic classical renais- 
taoce of SiatiM 111. 
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Fkrhoa, " l.avori a San Sebastiano". fl.,-l.r. 37 '!i96i), p. 203 ff. 

VoN- Oerkan-. "Petrus in Vaticano rl in Catacumbas", Jahtlmeh fdr .Udkt und Chrisimtum 5 11962), pp. 
‘/3 ff'i 3U ff- 

Kt AtisR», "Dic Ucutung ticr .Ausgralningsbclunde unter S. .Srbiutiano und am Valiltan", ibid., p. 33 ff. 
Februa, ‘‘ i lavori di Prorlinvis r«l 1'rsus a S. Sebastiano R.A.C. 40 (1964), p, 287 U. 

Uenis-Bocxei, " l.’insi riplum Damasienne ‘ .Ad C’ai.acutnbas”, A.,LC. 43 1,1967; Miscellanea,]osi 11,1, p. u 1 ff. 
Fikkua, s. Sebasdanu Juori le mura e la sua ealaevmba '.U tbitst di Rema illwlrad, 99), Rome, 19G8. 


B. ANCILXT DI.SCRIITIO.NS .AND I LLUS TRAliOX.S 

I. A.NClENr UlMtCKlFIIONS. 

■Vefifia redesiarum Urbis Romae (Ilin, .Salishurgmsf, rd. Dr Rossi, Roma SntUnaiua, 1 , p. > 39 )- 
EpUomt df Iodi saruleimm, ibid., p. 141. 


‘ loe wldiliuivsl tiihlingriphy. 


ki-Pmci. 










nicARfM niRtsriANAHru 


•• f).- a 


I., KjlO, p. IJ 9 ff.)' 


AvomvmO... UrrcH r.uol.rw. U. ^.ip.ion, ,:,7o-.3tto >K'v.. 

. 4 n*i(/n»f fi P' '' 

MiFFEI, »t < p- ifi ^■ 

vuet »*■«. IV£nfakrt red. Ds WaaL, ♦p. nt.. iflfl?)- 
Du»- Sm'© DI Riic. HIS IXnripdon of 1511 {id. Ram, «f>. t 
F«a MaRMW da F 1 B 1 -..V/E, //iwr.n.<"i. p. 1*9 A- 

^v. 3« r. 43 *r. ;.««cdhrd i,» piia. 

’ mi.1 , Vji. I»t. 131»-, f- 3*5 f- 49* hi-iraldr ±, PAwaiNi», ScAfJttm;. 

PaW\’WIO, Ot ffiurifuii :■ hi^tluii, pp. 33. 93 *^' • i .„,c n «iffl 

R»«i' 3 fiV Kfen.-UncT Pilgfrfakrl m JMinir. 1575 lid. V:niriitNt.oHEB, Muiiicli, +5 "')• 

l-nLio «■rWw PriTAi... HihI. CuiMunalr 161 p. 1.8. f. 11189 IT. [pAi tuilly «rai.Kribrd by PtiAW.vi. 
\ ai.'j 1 .i. >:V2-.. tr. 387 n-.: rxrrrpu i» Stv.;*». .9.8, p- 5: cirrd luiraflrr a» tJuoino. 

Fba S.xj«n. Cm •utmiglieif. r. 13. . . . 

Pjuo» o» S. .\fAiu.x dei. Popolo. Romi', Crnifimimm huMwrum ... />fipiiii 

by Stvii*». Martnergtllfl', p. -JJ ff.l. 

P.xfnjROU, nwt MJgffili, 1600. p. 75» IT.; 1625. p. 661 ff. 

«Aiixrji. ffi. ci/., p. 61 fT 
B<hii>. ^»»w ■' 


ac rfc /ln/Mi/o . 






rr. 

1632. pp. I/S ff., eup. 176 f.; 1650, pp. 217 (T. 




.560 

«.575 


1.588 

1600 

1625 

jC8B 


MENExnuiR. pl.iD ..fcatacomb nortii uf S. Schiwlbno and drawinK ol cham.l «rccn wiil. vo- 
li\i- iiucriptinn 0X401-417’, prn and ini; »»(. al., IT. l8j, a-l? lour fig». 121, 128)- 

t.AF«t«v. \ irw Troili northr.x»! *, mgroving; Sflh CAim . Hxbmani.'!. C^laloRo, p. 31; Fritai. 
Pmih/c * Kimti, II. pl. 236; our fjg. 90). 

Fra SAja-n, \'irw fiom northca.l iiopicil from [.afiilry). w..odcul; Cou maratixUoif, c. 13. 

.Maooi, \ icw from northcAst, «igiaving: Ma|. of Romc. m-niyiin iFHi rA/, PtMif d, /f«iiui. II, 
pl. 283). 

Maimii, \'icw from norUiwcit, cngr.iviiig; Selit Chtf.it. 

\'e»«k*.iJ. Vicw from luiitJi, engraving; .A'ii«w iptmihfr di Hema, MI, Romc, 1688, pl. 36 loiir 
tig. 87). 


C. U.\TF^ 

251—253 Thr iixlh ccotiiry coinpili r of ihc Lihtr Puxlififdis assigns io llir pontificatr of Popi' Comi-liu‘ a 
ininifpr of llic rclics of .Sainis Pi ler and P.uil from " dt Cuhictim/iai ” 10 llic Via Qilimsis and 
ihc \ alican rnpiclivtly f. p. 150); but ihc aullirnlicity of ihc accouiil ia qucationablc. 

258 Tlir flliionograph of 334, in tlu- UtbouUt marlyrtm, treordj for thr yt ar 2,38 .1 fcilival of Satnl 
Prler i» rA/aiuotiiu; " tU Kal. Jul. Pftii tn (alafumhai tt Fauli 0/11«;« Tatev tl Uasm nm 
':Ll£rZMAN.3. Dit drti aUnUH .Wa/f^i>/o,?i« [Kliiiir Tixlc, 2), Bonn, 1911, p. 3}. The text i( 
prwnmalily fraginrncary and fu*e« Ihr «iluation of 238 wilb lli.il of 3.>>4. Powibly the 
/WafiwB Ihtnnjmimum, in ibr raily lifth ccnlury, irammiu the original full version, rrlrrring 
to a /oinl folii al of llic Pi inco of the .^jioiillc» ia tetafumhai: ‘ fU Kal. Jul. Romat nalalt iaiiclo- 
mm a/Mulotaram Fttn tt Fauli. Prlri tia ,Iu/r//a m yalicana Pauii vero ia Pia Ojliraii u/ntiat/ot ia Cata- 
naitoj Rasta tt Tusca eans." tAASS. ..Voi., II. 2, p. 343 8.): «e al»o the v.iriaiiia, ihid., II, 1, 


■ Ijiwi dcHTiiKiiira aiT rulijdni bnAiuc ihry do not contnhuic lo Ihc hiMuty ol ihr bo 1 > Cbrulian ilmclyrT. 

• E.arjK 10« ihc vic»» of .Mawi. iCay. and VecBclJi. 16B8. ac lui oniy .Uu.ir.oioi.i aiiicdatin* dic ichuildin* ol 1609 10 i6n. 

• Scc bclow, diR yui-yiy. 

• lAltar,-. ‘HA. »a. »>ih n.ioo» voroiiooi. hy VAH Ariht, Adi. aitii, irfif, and lUo..; IKicii.r, AMK aicw. 1390 ; Villamma, 

SiOt CAhh. iOui, 1IM19. ifivj ilouiTTi. af. lU., 1953, I14. 59; and uihcn. Scc Hin .i», .Viiur» di' ... do'/» Pualr ..tt ftem, Flof- 

encc. 19J5. p 10 f.. o. 1. 


KRAHIIA.HII 


IIYI 


p. H4 and Kihm II, /Vi itaJtimudu lAiulfuAc FciUafnwf» .... Miiiulrr, 19».p. ju (f.; jdiu 
l.ll I2MANH. I9r27, p. Ito 

'2b0 A KialTllu on llic watl uf tbc Inrtsa bviuv» S. bcltauianu rrrurdi n n/nginiim parukrn in lliAl 

yc-.ii " ... lAEi VL[«n /fj ET uonatI* II <ai\ " (Marii m.m. o>. «il., rampoi-rciidbi p, i-,.j|, 

312—361 Tlic llifidiuld 011 ibe cdgr ol' tlir Via Appia in fronl of Itic cbuivb brarcA moiw^ifain hg, iio|, 
rcIVitiiig ciilirr 10 (ainalaiitinr i, 3U-337 iSrvorR. .Uaiiyrntrajit, p. »7!, lo CiinAi.iiu, 337-iv» 

Frrria. op. nl.. 1961. p. J27 ir.), lo Coiulaminc H. 137-140. or l» lUiniiamim ll, 3i7 itii. 

3.1.1 350 faiin of Conitaiu, fuiind in onr ol' ihr luinin m ibr nave in ftiml of Ilo- .Mbani 1 baiwl .iIhiw 

Ihr mrmiiria rnebnurr 'SivotR, 191H, p. 441. 

340—343 FrAgmrni» ol rpitaph» in minrum, fnund in iinapceifircl Imalion in ilinrrli IVurrha, «p. lil,, 

1961, p. 2131. 

345 F.pitaph uf a decratrd martird couplr, " mari.m i i»i n raoRi " 1341; and amaniIi cI «/ihini 

(341) rr»pmivrly; ihr «Ub, iriiwd in '>67*. mat ohgiiiaUy in riibri ibr lia.ilir.i nr «n iid- 

ioining inauiulruiii iFt.RRCA, np. ril.. ii)bi. p. 213 ff.|. 

.InonymiKi» rpitaph, " ■ .lman)Tio et airino Iraaiii... ”, fuiind brhiw llic prr»i'ul Anenuy 

in the caalriu pan of ibr nriginal «luth aialr and rpit.iph IVagnirnlA of >.imr diili- (lom iini)>ri'. 
ilird lor.ilion in cliuivh • ihd., p. Ei/i. 

347 F.pilapli of FiluminiM " bvicacio rveihii all Fluita Fuithu, ctaii) " (SrvuRR, .Ifnrlimgitf/Ic, 
pl. 4; Februa, op. ril., 1961, p. lia». 

349 Upilaph of ‘‘ ... rt.Ml..LOiE;i»i» «I Catu/liaa irmii.) ", (ound in <il« in thr tniind manuitriim 
iMaiuolro degli Uranii) adjoining llir Htiilltrail rornrr of llir lkudir,i iSrvtikR, VMrlyirr- 
gruflt, pl. I), 'l'br maiiBiIriim wai buill tumr tinir after ihr conAtiuiIHin of niaiiuilruin 43, 
which in Inm it conlrmpoianeuiu wrilh llw mniiriiiiion of tlu' chtmh 'Mari la tii, up. ril., 

1922, p. 114; Frrrua, up. fi/., 1961, p. aib lf.|. 

349 tpii.ipb of an iinVnown '• l/jiBENto et i.aiviuho iohi, ", roiimi in ihc tli.ufh pniiuu 

i.Si-vor.R, Xfaily<ifgr<i/lr. pl. 4: M abi i 1.mi, «p. ril.. 1923, p. lo/j. 

350 l.pUapb of '• i.iiiinnaiiiii ... .VrtgiA) e i HiiiRimA»'» <o»ii . ... ”, found l/riow ihr Ain ihiy in llir 

caal |>.irl of tlir uriginat Eoulh aiilr iFerrua, up. rif., i.yii, p. 211); rpilaph nl (aoHiiu l)r- 
ernu Jiilianii», fimnd in cluiiurl pail iSivuer, 1918, p, 17, Ferrua, uf. al., njhi, p. 2i2|. 

354 Tlir chionograph of 354 rreord» for Janiiary iii ihr rnnimniMJialiiHi ol' '' Fuhiani la f.ndiiU tt 
.SVpMjlidai ia CalMumhas " 'I.ieizmabb, op. <i( , /)u drti ilUtUn .Manyalagim, p. 3) .inil, for 
Jiine 2<b rririring lo ihc year /58, ihr fr»lival ol riilirr Saiiil 1’rict nr, nuiiv Ukrly, Frii r ,inil 
Paul, la rn/flfumia.i *. 

357 F.pilapli uf Panigyriiis, fininil i* alu juit loulh ofct nlci axiaiif naye, aUivc llir arr.i of liir mcinoria 
courlyarcl and nkhe and dalcd: " ... ooniTAN-rio avoviTd vi (oi rl il vliamii llian..^ " 
iStvuer, 1918, p. 27; Ium. \farl7nrentJU, pl. 5; Maniiki, «p. ril., 1923, p. m. Firrma, 
op. cit., 1961, p. 2121. 

359 Dalcd i pilapli of Riifina, found in.idr a /atma norlh of ihc n.TVc c nlcr axit. alnivr and Mimi 

of Ihc arca of Ihr innnuria courtyard; " ...(«}vnfl>)Mi rVAiio i.uxevi ibv» iHiviiir. uiitl, 
p. 28; Idem, .ifarlyic/jfiS/Jc. pl. 5). r.pilaph <>1 DrigoriiH, " tvErRiii ei ei'aitii mine»", 
foimd in fragmrnts in«itlr ihc liigli alut iM,m«uini. »p, <il., ••fi.i. p. 24!• I■.|>llapll ol ,111 iin- 
knoAATi, found in fiagmcnu iturtli uf ihc l/aiilka, iicai ihr nairophagiii nl H, P.iliii liu iFe.ruu a, 
op, ril.. 1951, p. ti;. •• 

360 Dalrd aarrophagu» of FI. Palriiiu» ‘‘ icimatamiio avu. x iir ivi.ianu CARElarn iii iaiii»... , > 

insidr a large m.iii.Aolcum alx*ul 12 m. noilli of ihr Ixuiliia iFerrua, op. itl., 19V, p. » H-i 
De Bbuvnb, ‘‘ Duc iiuovi «afrulagi p.ilrArtib>liani con dala ruiiMilair ', W..l.f.. '/7, 1951. 
p. 127 tf.:. 

361 Fiaginrnl of a n.imcIcRi rpiiapli, found iicarby Terrua, «p. nl.. 1951, P- "!• , 

366 Uatcd cpilapl. of Prinicnia, " ... nialtaao tl) iiAOALAiro iniitn) ... ", found m liagmeiii. tii 
a grave near the norlh w.-ill of the nave, caal uf the .Mbani < h.ip. l, above norlh end of ihe 
wcit fronl of Ihc Iticlia IStvoer, 1918. p. 29; Iuem. MaftrmtitfU, pl. 5I. 

366- 384 Pope DainaEUA dcdi. alr. a piatama ” i» Calacuatha, ahi lacmaal cospata taacMum a^tlaUtum 
PtUi fl Fauli" and adoiiu il wilh .in inniiplion in vcncE «. P- *ii: i‘- ‘Ixd: P- »4I- 



• Sce above. di*. ajB. 















lOBPl-S BAilllll ARlM <:|IRI»T1A.NAIIIM ROMAF 

Tbi- in«.ripti<>n, “ in lUii/ua sn ttUiluint “ w tw Afifia in Stiaiiinm i. known lirom 

c»ily t^i/tgar. wll as {rum » Ihirtwntli icnniry marlilr copy stili in llii' clunili (Stvopb, 
Mmtvfrrgrtifie. pl. iv. It claiins Ihc si«r as thc buiial pia. r .jf ihr Aposflrs Tctc. and Paul; 
• kaUlMMr fri»i.- " >Ot Rosm, /luniflianf, II. t, p. 3». no. 7J; Kkhsii A, ti'fng 7 nmm«ln 
/Ximantm. p- 139 Dmis-B.ii i.tT, »f>. eil., 1967) 

A srcond insciiption in trisM by Dama».» bonorinff llir tr.aityi E.ityTbius anci rrcordcil in 1^63 
un Ihc naic »all «as rormrriy wn ' uififmi, ianin nianu» yiiarf /il m/vr ahart stmii Stin- 
tlitniamim.. " ilJt WaaI, «/►. ti>., 189«. p. IJ6). 

MS Xnonyinou» fpiiaph. luunt! in ihr casi pail nf ihi- nasi- " ... 1 Vnl/n/iniam rt r^Ai psni avcmi. 
11 cosB... ’■ .Maritchi, 9 p. at., >9*3. p- lo»;. 

36 » . 373 tpilapl. of “ cVJUA.v,/i...»l- VAf/od«w« H if|.>VAlEKTI AVnc...", Ib..ncl brlow ihr sacristy 
,FtBiii'A, np. at., p. aio). 

371 Epilapb of Srxtiliu» \’alpntinus. ‘ORAT, m i.noBt foiind in fiagmcnls in thc nave 

iSfvr.a», Martvt/rjtrtiftt. pl. 6); and anonymous cpilapli, ” oratiaxo iii nr proho c:oxs. ", 
found in mausolciim 

374 FiaCTncnt of anonymous daled epiuph. " ... idraluino Jil t! r)(HTno colfs. found in » fmnm. 

South nf Ihr Albani rbaprJ above ihc arra of chr nciitli logRia csf thc mriiioria courtyaid 
iSryom. 1918. p. «9: Imcsi, .^tariyrttgtpfir, pl. 6). 

376 ^ 377 Dated cpil.iph ftiund in liln adioining thc pircidiiiK onc; " ...( ta/falt) v t r VAi.RxnxiAXii aaocs 
cCM” .STVr.FR, 191«, p. 30; IbEM, .VmljTrrgm/tr. pl. 7). 

366 3 M Thr (lansfci of (lic rclirs of S.aini Quiriiiu.! into his niautoirum is rreorded in n badiy 
or KligfatJy prcscrsrd insrriplion altnig iis comice ;Fckiiua. ttfi. cit., 1961, p. ^35 ff.. fui tJic iiisiiip- 
Utcr lion and di«cuitirin ol' daic). 

392 IJatcri saicopliagus of two Indii s. ' D..X. arcaDIo iTtR lt rvhko v.n. ” found 

inside a maiisolcmn iiortii uf tlic basilica, adjoiningthr sarcophagiu ofFI. l'alriciiis ' (Fcrhiia, 
tp. eit., 195J. p, 167; Db liRirvHr, np. fi/., p. 13.3 IT.). 

397 Fragmrnis ofan rpiiaph, found inside a/trmu near llial of PTiiiicni.i uf36G, inside the nave, east 
of the .AJIuiii cliapcl: " ...{iwjNSf i;[RfJiiA»TO tt [«//■»] '' i.Siviirn, i<|i8, p. 90 n; IntM, Matly- 
tirgriJU, p. 0 ), 

laic IV .\ hymn attribiiieei Io .Saint .Ainbrtwr rrconii llic veticraliun of SaiiiU Peler and Paul al sites 

ce-nt. altmg thrre ruads in Rouie; " trixii (fltirthir nitijtslun laaorum martimin" i.VIiiiAiR, P./.., 

i/. coi. liis.l. Iliw iiiiplying Iheir joint veneration on the Via .Appia 1 KikM:iinAi..M, op. eil., 
p. 197). 

400 Epitaph of Mairuna, " rt mrebi iisirti vi; i:on»... ", found in .lilu adpiining tlir/oroiR of Paiii.i[y- 
riui * iSryotm, igiH, p. att; Marcim, cp. ri/., 19*3, p. 10). 

402 Kragmrnis of epilaph im. ataiJiol er liiivoki avrc. v ", liiuiid in llir iiavc, iieui lIlc 

rpiiaph of Primrnia * •.'srvtiRR, 1918 p. 30 f.). 

401 417 Votive inicripiinn In .SainI Schastian nn a rhancri serrrn: " rvMeiiHiHVs sancit iNNOCEiert KPl- 

«i;oei PRocaiKvs s i vr.us l•aAr.knn srrvi.i bv/.anii sancitj martvki suhasitanii rx voto fe- 
r:RHVNi ”, now- at fhr Museo Cristiano cx-l.aleranen«c iDieiii, /mrii^/iWc, I. p. 3.^7, no. 
1776; Dx Ruui, Iturriptimn, II, pp. 3*2, 440, nos. 3, 145; Ferrua, " I lavori di Prorliniis ril 
frsiis a S. Sebastiano ", H.A.V, 40 [1964], p. 287 ff.). Ibrmcrly in the church IPanvi.vio, 
.VTiciArno, f 35»; and Idem. Ot ptattipuit ... ioiilitii, p. 93). It w.cs sceii by Hosio " ... «ifrr 
tali/ ‘i. e. fornierly) atl muta J/lla uala pet Ia i/aait ilaJlu Chuia.ri ^tteradeva al... AHatt ili S. AVicJ- 
iliaae... " iftama Solirmeua, i6{a, p. 176; p. 1630, p. 232) and drawn by Mrnxxikiku Imi. 
f. 171) "arf luir/non lalla Templi ... lapm Antiam ealacumbarum " ioui Cg. litt). 

427 FiagmrriLs of epitaph, !Hirtia <t Afdahivtit. cos.”, luuiid in llie ambiilalory iMa.ncini, ap. 
eil., 11323. p, 23), 

432 -440 .Snitus IIJ csubluhrs a cunvrnl "ia Calaeambai " • I, p. 214; Ferrari, .KUatitrriei, p. 

1C3 ir.i. 


• Iha u aa ufleu su>:]KoI ««daw. bul oUar u«litn ira .1 perbap» Ucllel, " Nu AaSitow...UlMU-DuLtxt. af. nl., I.1S7. iotbnes 10- 
•«d daiine ihe i.».rip.wo a. «ulv al 357 «ko. t>s..A»us «as the Altldciiui. ol P..|.r l.ila-iJac 

• Ste aW, gio. 

' ll.r dstr 307. ni.ci, by SrrvsR. tae. at.. U appan-n.lv a misprint 

• .3« sbovr. d,|. ji6.-,7. 

• Str «U»>e, di^. j/u,. 

• Btm:, O, irnimnm nlima. al. (aln, Tii Cmipho ll«(, aj iIk I neiMi Bati m l4c 0»ir«a/ Imm .... VI, Lojid.j.i, 1843, p. 314; Mi..hc. 


10«, 


«rib, ibr 




lanflunt. 


fl ptr (fadui Anendis iiAi 


V ceniury l b ^ AtUjsj Sa.m “* •" ‘Vepta, .u.ia «.(«,* ap,.t„fo,»„ 

499 Fpil.iph f..und in llu- renier td ibe nase: " ... If.f .Ffivcixi V (t. >1" .StAni.», i.nK, p. 3 
loKsi, .Uirlmrgraflt, pl. 9 ). 

108 F.piiapb of Clemrntinus, " lOMs. renanti mtioais", ftmnd « uiu in ilie Usp •ii.iium «( gi 
iii Ibe ainbiibiiorv 1 Manc ini, ap. etl, 1 . 323 , p. jh!. 

567 F.piiaph of " MlasiimlNvs i scrnu rrrvu sani.iorvsi rsmanni.a ei i'Avt.i ... ihsuno niwtro 
TINO ANim isfns)iio.., ", iruiing an epitaph of 343 
nn, 1123 ; Fsrrca, ap. eit., i<|bi, pp. ei) IT.i. 

621—638 'Flir lliaeiaiiam .Saliiiuigaui lists as thr pnot ipal rrlit of ihc 

" Fia .ippia ai um letuiiiaaum mai. ranii fccipwi uc/l i« ifl)eru»< 1 
pelli II paatl, i» ifuiiui XI. amnanim rsfvieuehaisl., »( la «fsicfrRW 
jfi ryniwij ... " 'Or Rosai, Nema .Vellreta*«a, p. 1391. 

63tt 642 l lic Lpilami it /mii ipmlanim is the fiist icfetencr itui no longn 

the .ipoillcs, bul as Ibe •'lyeleriN ... «n .S' 

1 » faUus X/. cKittii («ieefSRiiJ ... " liii., p. 141 ;. 

772—795 Hadrian 1 leslnres the ehuicli; " ... eole.wm apailatinm /em paiia .tppia ... in 

Calammhli aH earpat irati SrtaiUani oicm/jnu 'am cr/iis piiescil oi ninus praeianlnm luriJri rrilim. 

rain" '.I..P., 1. p. 5 i)H|. 

791—816 Leo III donaies textiles ".«/«» lepaleinm AmIi .Vehodumi matOni iia ai (.ihi.wmlcis ... ri 

iNihi luprt lamtai apailalatam l‘iln ae Pau/i ... " I I'., II, p. I 3 i. 

826 -827 Wiih the cemsent of Pope Lugmr II, Hilduin of St. Oenis liansiriA Io Si. Mrdaid al Ssnwniis 
844 relicsof Saint Srhastian RimhaRD, .(wu/es, ad ann. Rah, M.li H.. S-S.. l, p. 215 ; also /usliaich 
Falimin .ianaln, ihiJ., p. 359 and I .P., II, p. 83 O. 41 . Oib. r nlks aic irsnsirtird Ui .in 
oraliiiy at St. Petcr’i liy (sregory l\’; " f«fp«w« halnram auiljmm .Srluulinai, (iaiganii M Tiiailii " 

U..P.. II. p. 74*- 

8.1B 867 Nicholas I establislirs a monaslrry " Fus .ippia m ipmilenn laiuli ... VeM./tani m /.almamlca. a6i 

apaila/anim tarpait iatwnnt". He trilores tlir " rratrltnam, ^uni mallii ab unius iiieral" ; 

II. p. 161 ; Ferrari, .Muumleri/s, p. 163 H'.l. 

1130- 1143 Fhr irliis of St. <iuiriniis arc iratulmed tu 8 . Matia in rrREtrvn 


1 iippillalai 


,Vfu>i»reijjru/ie, 
,SI«U. II. PnnI. 


iliiii. b and 1) 


1 f., citing ,4,1. SS. Jfaa., IV. p. 375). 

1161 The rliurcli and monaslery ate given lo the 1 anoiis irgtilai «d S. Maiia Nisiivi 

'> P '*»>• 

1167 The church and monaslrry aic given ui ihv (listerriam 'iW.. p. iWi. 

1216 1227 A ehamlser wesl of llic ajiar .itid nurth of tlie Philonia, 00 a lesei tirlwerii I 
Plalonia, is ailorneil v»ith painliogs ■ St vcier. ap. rU., Hjai, p. 8 f.;. 

1218 Honorius 111 coniecralrs the altar of Saint Vhastian mi thr Insver Irsel. ‘ m/eiiili (usM u.liu». 

iryplat"’. inscriplion rrad l»y Oon Sisto di Rocclus iRatti, ap. nl.. iiyeo, p. m l.l and nan- 
scrilird hy PaRVINIO iS.kriaiia, f. 43; lom. /h pianipaii... haiiluii, p. <»;, vr .ilso Ps.eaIUNI. 
ms. eit., f. 383). Apparcnlly, Hoivorius also coiurcrairs llir high altai iii llse A)i»e, sinir a 
coin of his was fmind inside ihr altat Manuni, ap. eit., 1923, p. 24.'. ^ 

1254 1261 Thr chuKh and monaslery are given l.i the trgulai Uiriaii .aii.Mii Man.jni-Psui p 13,. 
1431 1417 In 1431 F.iigcniui IV rcsliurs thc church and monasiny to the Litlriuans i»id.| and tliiiing 

his poniifiealr irpairs the church; " ... at/euam lamli Vet.ilwai , . yarm prae^ilaram pratien 
liii/ue laemli tarariu praelatarum ruerr primiiiurt, tu hugrai ... n.tpei mlaiuaili ... 'Wiciniio. ««u 
laslaurata, 1527, c. 4'J’'I. 

1432 Nikidaus .MulfeI irfcrs lo thc church as " .a«f Vrhailicra uarf habiaa " <ap. til., p. jbl- 
1466 1469 i he Cisti iclan abliot «iiiliano de \ arU irnovalrt tlie paiemeriU in the nave and thr petuo 

Ihrce marhle slalis iiuorpoialrd inio presrtil nave IliN.r hi-ar las 1 ..al ofaims aiid ilie iiw np •> 
tVI.IANUB abras nfkl FFAIT MCA 12 IJtVI StVilEB, I 918 . p. 3 , llg. 11. i IUIHUI MW IU 
inscriptions ii. iIm- portico. one of thrm »Ik.vo thr d.-,r: " Fabutnu. IMa. * l-»' * U- 
Jieri/teil” iSehtiana Fnraia, traniirilN-d by Pesabini, nu. .i/„ I. 3*^7’j- s, . o 

1471 -1484 The poitko rcceives a hrick paveiticni, coniaiiiing armt ol Poi»r hiatus 1' K Arti. «p. n .. 9 

p. 147:- 

. _ . . . .. . .u. __ ««Ss«Uv u..;.- *•-- •lu-nori»'’"* •““‘t* 



















» rHHIsriANA 


ISIJ ri\r ncw rthh«t, Don 

(Ia Como and iu >wof rcf 
H fiiiiJiorf, iiiKf i« ioia/J< 
1 ,'VSS •l-hr Altar ol' ihr rclif* lor ai 
■■ /« Wm fim 


>, Panxit 


I «)9 1612 TIh- clitii 


ili Rixclii». l>Ai thr tl.nrch wliilrw.«hrtl atid .idomeU by li jtu wo 
Miird The Cliaprl of Saint Siephen rtl iho WMt nui ol' tho rhiiich 
rrfloifd or irnwdr p. t-li)- 

nnl Fabian i i» mnvril fiom thr middlc of thr aave tu llir «iiiilh Wall: 
ailarf rtlifaupam ^ Mlr o/ifuol an/Mi lor» illa molwa. Inna 
•iNto. Dr firaaifinii ... iajilicis, p. 99: «hen wiiling hi» prrliiniiiary 
ic altar at ili tiriginal placr; Stirdano, f. 45!. 
rding Io llii- drsijfni of Flaminio Pbnaio, w lin rxrrutu tbrm " m<in» 
VaMtiiio, who fomplrtr» thr Work .:B.\ot ION*, lilr, pp. t^|j, 

Cardinal Scipio BoiRhrtc linunica llir rrmndrlini{; itlKiiptiont 


BiiRnuEuxi II 


Ir llir rino 




I PANClROI.t, 'Jewli 
riAu.if, ugMUfliaoilala 
,f OH M lu^llo, amimfdn gti altari ... Thr 
moxrd fjom thr rrypi briovt' thr rati pati nf llir nave to thr apaed 
iaivaJo ... nihila ^rila eAina ia ana MUnima jorma, Ja oiwAito» 
la di r-trir 01 aaa lapprlta Ciiuli/uu il carpo dei laala .Marlire Srtailiaa» c«a Ia ilf-rra arta ... 
r «oa m»/avi< laoeo st aoa dal Pano aWalto ... " p. 664:1; " Cardinal Boigluif ... Aa 

..vir/iNt, Roma 


*7.5; «733- PP- 

nn thr cxlrrior of ihr «idr 

aANi:l‘J MARTVUIV StB.VirrjA.NI. 

and 011 thr lantcm); on tlir inlrrior ravi »all: »c:tHii> caro, bv 
riu) MAXH4I «rpox... naniutAM VTTvurATE coi.i.vbrniam rav/itv 
iioMiMi viniaiui; and nn Ihr fa^adr: Mjrio card. nvittiiixviva s. 

«IV» .».N. POM. MDfXn ■■ , FoatALL.». l.urUioai, XII, p. I51 H.; tr 
«utriuli, i6e5, p. 663: " ... t.' (Ainlinalr RorgAtir ... ad una Mk pr«pott\ 
at pmao dtHa ilrada ara/ani dappia faaina 
.Vllar ot Satnt Si-hii< 
cltaprl on Otc 
(r sl piama 

i< hio^n . . ^ 

/a/la Iraspartair ia ckirsa rallan ... di .V. .^tiasliana thr tra ml ciraitm di Calisla " 11 
aatrea r astdrtaa. komr, 1653. p. 28; scc aljo Savr.itANO, .Stllr CAitit, p. 4501- 
staim arr addrd lo ihc norih Hank of ihr Plaionia: ’ pavio v ... anno udoxv ... <t irin t. AR0. 
m ncHtaivs..." linsrription on linlrl oJ' door!. Thr rhnnh and monattrr)' are given to 
thr rrltirmrd Ciitrrcian oiilci iFranziki, ap. cit., p. -afl). 

1666 Thr high altar i.v dcdtiaicd lo Saint Srbailian and odirr Saitm :MANriNi, ap. ril., 1923. p. J4,b 
1672 TJir iliaprt of Saint Srhaitian rnrloiiing thr lran»fcrtrd allar U rrdrt tiialcd by Ciro Frrri willi 
Uit backing of Cardinal Fianrnno Baibrrlni iForiibi.i.a, licriiiaai, XII, p. 153; Tm, .loima- 
rilrararala di piltnra, ifiSG, p. 57; PANCiROl I-Pdirt i «i.a-Crocoki, Roma larra r modtraa, Romr, 
172-,, p. 460). 

1712 Thr wcit half of thr norih aislr of thr original church ii icmovrd to makr way for ihc tomb cha|i- 
rl of thr .Albani family; drdiratnl to Saint Fabian, it wa.t hnaticrd by Clcmcnt XI and 
drrigtirri and drtoralrd folluwing piant of Carlo Fontana ior Cario Mar-atlaP) by ,\lr»andio 
.Spcrchi and Filippo Ratigiorii iForceU-A, /ifrizioai, XII, p. tj^ f.; PANCjROU-PoxihRCA- 
C*i.i.i>.Ni, ap. ri/., p. 439; Tm, Dtocritiant dtUt pilUirr, p. 711). 

1826 I.ro XII pivnt llir t liiiri:h and tmJiiajilrry to tbc .Minoritr ordrr, wbirli taki-A poicision in iftiij 
IFti«i;ri.i.A, /irriiioai, XII, p. tGti; Manccuj-Peici. p. 15). 

1892 1894 F.xravatiom in thr Plaionia |foi bibliiigraphy from 1892 to 1R95. acc aIxTvr, p. 99). 

19«8 F.xravation of Ihr iDtimiiv IVtri: {for liihiiogiapliy of 1912, scc above, p. «J9). 

1915 1921 An rxlrntivr rxiavaiion i ampaign Irada Iu thr diw.uvriy of gravet in tbc basilica; of thr triclia, 

cartilf and mcoioria: of caiamiana, Koman maii.Milra and thr villa (Ibr bibliography fioin 
igiy to 1922, aer above, p. 99). 

1923—1931 Excavaiiuri ul tlir anibiilalory and aitlr». 

1935—1936 Exi-avaliiin of thr mrmona {Pra.ndi, ap. (it., tyjG;. 

1952 1961 F.xcavatiun of mauaolra adjoining thr basilica iTurrua, op. cil., p. 13 (F-; Idem, ap. ri/., 
<957" P- i.lt ff-; Jdem. ap. cil., 19C1, p. 203 ir.j. 


/I hmt. I. p i6s. aawca ihc 


i Ihc Mic 




D. GE.NER.Vl. DF.SCRIpriflN 


107 




T hr basilica of S. Srhaatiano standa 011 llir lighi sidr of ihr Appiuii Way, alvoul a milr suuth 
of Porta S. SrlKistiami. Op|>tMilr it, ihoiigh slighlly fiirthrr Hiulb, dir lonvh of Romiil.it and ihr 
Circus ol Maxentius lir in ihr samr vallryI hr counirytidr arountl il is «lirwn vvilh irnvains of 
ancirni tomlis and tmirlriir», aiiil «rvrral laian.inh galirrirs rximd hrnralh thr Iniililiug iitrlf, 
riiirrgiiig ul gioiintl Irvrl wiihin thr tircuil of iis walls. It vvas thrtiURh a galirry vvimh rnvrrgrs 
inside llic baiilica of S. Scbaslianu ihat piigrims rtitrird ihr portinn nf thr caiaiomb nf Cidixliit. 
fuilliri' norih, as far as it rrtnainrd arrrssiblr in thr middlr agrs. 

Sct at riglit anglcs 10 thr Via Appia, the basilica is oriniird Itom noitlirasi to snuihvvrst, bui 
for convcnicncc vvc vvill here- 
itrtrr sprak of Ihr high altar 
a.! at Ihr vvrst eiid aiul ihc 
entraner al llir i-asl riitl of 
the complex. 

TTie cast fa(,adc, of early 
scveniecnih ccnliiry design, 

HIancIs 32 m. back fioin the 
roacl; il it about 2 m. hehiw 
llir load and is prcccdcd by a 
(lovvnvvard-slopiiig forrcoiiit. 

The cnlraiicr i* shelierctl by 
an arcadrd narthex ;lig. 87) 
wilh a siiiglc large rhamber 
above, approaciictl hy a gni- l‘«- 83 

crful staircase of oval plan 
(pl. VII). A singie dmirway 
npens into the nave, a tpa- 
riom iiall, whosc walls are 
covered wilh seventeenth cen- 
tury sluceo vvork ifig. 88). 

The nave terniinalex at a 
chanccl arrh. Ilcynnd it ihc 
chanccl is squate in plan, wiili 
cliugonul fomers. It is sur- 
mnunted by a dutne uii peii- 
dentives, enca.scri in an orta- 
gonal dnim and erowned by 
a tali oftagiinal lanlern. The 
building uf the fa(,'adc and 
narthex, the rcmoilcling of the 
nave and chanccl and ihcir 
dccoraiioii wcre financcd by 


38. S. Srhattiano. N«vr of pieo 


' r«AZCR. Foo’ lau .iMifw AoiuWo»,- .tywl. ./ f-rrt {.«Iwy .lrda‘-‘‘’o! m *••«». 'uipublulinl FIi. I) itaMtuoaii. Xr» Vutk 
vetsity, I9(ti4. 













( , ir.lin.nl S. ipio HfrrKJir.c, lir^iLniciI 
l.> rjAmiiiio Fi.n/in sml (Jiovaniit 
\.«aii/ii> .iimI cxctuird lrrl»rcii 
■ riiK. and ifiia An par» nf llic 
n-niudrlmff Caiiliiial Bnrijlu-st h.nd 
ihc rrlir-n orSaini .Si-b.nlian mnvril 
fixjin tlirii rrsiiiiff plarr Iwlovi ih<- 
navr (•> an apnrd < hapcl adjoiniiiR 
rlir Miulh w.itl «if «lic iiavf inii fai 
fmm thr far;aiic’. A fcw iiirwrs 
HfsJ Jroni lh«- cmranrr l« Ihi- rlia- 
prl of Siiiiii .Scbastian (»o parallcl 
nidirsof di/lrrrin width «Irarrnd in- 
nido ibc navr lo a l.nrj;r icctan- 
tjiilar undei-gnmnd chainlH-r, thc 
rrypi nl -Sanit Seliiutiuii. whrrr hi» 
irlirj wrii' «hfitcrrd iinlil tfiiKr- 
ifii2. Pnssihly ciilaruril from a 
lat.nconrh gallery, il oflcr» iunrss 
l.r thc corridom of «lir l ataromli 
wtiirh rxicnd bcinv» thr rasi i»or- 
«iiin ol thr tunr and tu il* louth, 
rasi and norih. Olliri itairs «Ir- 
sr cnd lo thr calaronnh «n thr nouth 
ul thr navr, ranl nf thr rhaprl of 
Saint Srbasliaii, and «n ihc norih 
side nrar thr middk •>( thr nasc. 
Somr tfii mrtrni wr»t of tiiis Iasi 
rninini r. a frw inrirrs in fronl of 
thr clianrrl arch, an omate oprn- 
in« llankrd by roliiinns of cifivtfim 
Iratis inio thr chapri of Saint Ka- 
bian. tlir mausolrum of thr Albani 
faniiJy rin trd in 1712*. A pJaii tif 
thr churrh as it lookcd in 1915 ap- 
prars in Fasiolo’* survry 891. 

'I'lir prnrnLe of thr CrypI of 
.Saint SrbAstian and ihe other en- 
tranrcs lo the talacomb, if nolhing 
rise, Iravr no doubi ihal llir 
1 hnrch niust br miich oldcr ihan 
thr larly srvrnirrnlli trntury. In- 
derd, iw layoui prior to that timr 


I: 







is kiiowu froin drs, riplions onr» virux ftniii thr (..urlrmll. ihiourth thr MXtrrnih irntnrirs ilin 

torritiiirl cntlntrtl by wislls 1111 Ibrrr sirir. ptccedrd ihr rhiinU and was iraihr,» lir.ni ihr rrmil 
Ihniiigh a pi.rlal iliar svas proiri trd by » iM.n li and llanUrd \iy nihimiis witli lioii prnuimar 
projr.iiiiK abovr thr rapilaU'- Ihr rh.inh itsrlf rraMislril nf oi.lv ihr ma... navr ssith 4 rvarthr» 
siipiK.iicd by six itJnmris, ihc «niirr ivo. harikrd by thr n.lr vsalU of ihr nanhr* Thr pUn » 
typica) of Ihr mrdieval nartiirx in Rornr but wm apparrnlly rrntornl in 1 iIh,’. TUrcr tup* 
dcstrtiilrd from thr forecrturl In llw tianhcx and iiinr nnnr frtmt ihrrr inn» ihc rhurrh • 
llrnrr, ihc forr. r.i.rl vsn* prcs.im.rl.U on the Irsrl llrr Via Appi.*, r.n.Khly 1 Rn m alxivr navr 
leve). Above thr Icaii-ln roid nf thr uarthr., thr oUl virvm show liar r» ..r. rilhct si.lr of ihr 
fa<,ii«lr of a rniiti.l anhed window. blorkrd rxrrpi fni a small. .apparrutlv Ri.inanrujur win- 
rlr.sv; a large oculus appears in thr erntrr, fiHcd wilh nacerv. Inanlr, thr navr vsa* pavnl nrar 
thr rnl.ancc svith «/an urmioiUlwfi and lurthr, back wiUi brick nlrs. and it tanird a.i oi>rti tinilwr 
luof ‘. I hr aliar nf Saint Fabian rosr in ilu- middlr of thr navr; M.ll thr main altar nf tl.r . hur. l. 
in , :i,it had Icsn this p.»it.<m by l ybi and ssas thrr. knnvsn as ihr alta, i.f rcli. iwh.lr ihr ..Uar 
in thr apsr, dcdicatrd to .Saint Sirphrn, had thrn brc.mr thr high altar*. Ivo, mnir ill.iix n«r 
in IhrCrypI of Saint Srbasllan: onr rnniircralcd to him in ni8 and (armg wr»i, sheUrred by a ran- 
opy; Ihr other, of Saint Lui ii.a, joinrd to it butfarinii «sH and supixardlv coiuettalrd r«i Novem¬ 
ber .2 nfan unknown yrar by l’»pf CUrrnrlituT Cksrr^pond.i.Rly, in ibe rarly sixirrnih triuno 
thr rasi half nf tbc r Iniri h was dedit alrd to Sainu Fabian and Srbaitian, thr wrsi h.ilf to thr F.i|k- 
.Saint Sicplirn*. Thr IW of Ihr crypt was pavrd wilh «pm «r(dr; nf thr tiain IradinR inio il, onr 
served the destrui, the olhc thr astent *. Finally, at.erdin* n. Panvu.u., ihrre wcre srvrral shir al- 
tars placrd againsl the walls of thr navr On the oulsidr, the lixirmih . mttuy vi».l..rs saw numrr- 
ou. niauMdra crowding aRainst ihr side ol ibr diunh. Ihry also rralirrd Ihai lUr nase was bnt 
pari of a InrildinR originally pmsidrtl wiih aislrs and wilh «n ambuUtniy mvcloping tl«- apsr". 




utibe4 by n». i 

.. .Vi ngit tufr* mi J 
nn»i IM Kucriiii «inrrtbr* 










-u f VH' «Wnr.. -*-» *- 





















rin. 91. S, SrtKLilUti". Vio» nfiipir «lul «inhtil.iinfy friifn MMiihuol, 1913 


Jndrrif, Pniniiiii) wa» cnrrcct in rcrogni/ing ihr « hiirch iu a vrry' olij buildin^, “ Mfi/i/idum «n- 
li^uuni". VicuinR- it fiioiii thf uuUidr ifi^. fji), uiir tititriy ««•« Im-Iow iIic .wvcntccnlh crntury 
rjiiiiii it]‘tli«-1 haric-ft .1 tIcrcMoiry w.ill id m/>k( fiilulum wliii li riiin .iloti^ itir nave and curves aruiitid 
in an uiiliio)i<'ii svvcrp In fnrin a «vriilrrn apse, v%’iih<iul sctba< k or sliduNIrr. (ioiiceiurk' ivith lliis 
curve and pandiri viith (hr nave watli, an nuter periiiieier uall riulnsi-s maiiy oflhr chapels aiiil 
aiiiicxed cliambers vvhich surrnund ihe nave. Thus it ii evident ihai ilii.v tliurcli IkIoiiks Iu the 
jieciiiiar gfuup uf U-siiaped basdicus with ambulatorv', Tive nl tvhirh are now kiiuwn, all of ilirin nn 

ihe oulskiris ol' ... and at Icasl Ibur of ihrm u-uueiated witb plan-s nf biirial 

Cirarly, tlu* t)ri,i>in;il structure has bcen nbscured by later alleratiuiis. Above j^rnund, ihc ori- 
ginal nuter w all ul tlic iiortb aUlc has rJisappeared rx< e()l iii ibe easi eiid, but a madern wall ha.s 



i 


brt-ii bulU <ai ilir ij<l biuluUiHa», ihr rrsMirnl roM K«U <4 ihr raxlh aidr k> nim m a 

rium ftir rrotcniriitt id h ulpitirr oivd itiKn|MtnfM hnaiatM lu Imhi dutiua ihr rs>«»*itiiiw i4 ihr 
past lUiy yean. I hr Mr«l liotf id llw iMxtk aiblr wa» imvnrd al>'><rthrr in ihr eictiirmih i rninrv 
In makr mnin Inr ihr .\lltani • hoprl anii hs annrxn I Itr vtf-»t ambulaiuiv, «n ilir ixliri hxiitl, 
rruiain* aljn<»l uita»t, Ihiniifh rrvKtfnl I «vo rrrtanKuUi »hannlH-i« Mhuh vtevr ImlU imidr 11 
hg. H*>, vvrrr rrcimvr»! aflrr i‘My, and 'hr nixrn «rnui iii uUi «wrrp. ith.i.!i u> 11» uiiiiri |m(I», ho* 

|iut IO u»r a> aiuHiirs UpuUiiuni' Kximullv, (hr «i>uih«>r*i lyiuMliMii <4 ihr ^mlaiUKirv (Mrii* 
inrtrr Mali in {tarilv nhMurrd li> a •rmH Moilar liwisal «liamhrt ihr Vtaiiauinim <4 kiinMn 

os Ihe •• Klatonia ” • (J VII; llg» IVi, »|i [nad, Wl rdir 1 . *tilrtt «1 «xt railv .Ulr, 11 ««■ luuiMti 
in the uxireiiih «mlury and prrHunahlv rarlirt os ilw • »hi lU nmih »u 1 i iIm' Itaiiatui n 

Hankrd by a Ban>qur p(ir»h and Mairv, added b\ ( aidnud IhirghrM (1* #: • 

riie Me»t pari nf «lir mmiiIi aulr mo* rrtmned 1« «hr Mahllr kgr» in moke it«im fur a ihatirt 
hui Has rrhtiill ili l•|/<|; it Vivn IikU» as vel oBMlirf U|>«W«»Mn Ihr imoiens oulrr moII slond* 
im the iirigiiial fuundalMins HliHh, ui omluiniiiy lu ihr »trep gradiOM »4 ihr icrrain, arr drrpn 
<ui the WHilh side nf ihe < huirh iltaii ihr nuilh l<< ilr roii, itic «nMh atdr lapidaiiiim irimi* 
nates al ihr medievol iampoitilr. sshhh suolsda clair ni the isave ssall, abusil hall wav ahaig 11. 
South and rasi of the iani|M«iilr iniidi (4 thr ImsiUm u t udd ra ihr Mtvniuie >4 a Ulge itNivrni 
iMiilding lig. ()l >. l'anlv inedirval and prniv lUs lnMl»i«t>g iiMuiynNaln thr Malis »4 

several iiiaiiMjra nhuli ssrre atUrhrd U. thr suuili llaiik ul th* Iss ul ra «1 loufs ( Kriaian ilnir» 

Al the sotillirasl loiiiri <4 llir hasilita nn Irorr irmoxnt <4 ihr nrkgusal MiiMiuir, Imii ihr moIU oI 
the mialeni vcsiilnilr, ihniugh MhWh suilors tu ihr and niavaiHios hum eiucr, «tr 

piesumabiy tel imi aiu iriii loundatinris 

Mxravalinns urgaiii/rd in a irrirm ul (am|NiiKsw ilsr pooi *a-»«ni» vsais hasr maUldnd Ihr 
plan nf ihr hasili» a and ul iIm- ad|uinin« mautuien mM ha*r trvrahd inoav WuMsup anlnrdmi in 
llir prrxriil I hiirv h nie linl < ainpatgiH, iH«»s In iH>s4, nirtiiifsrd iIm ■' KUt>MUa " « dir nwmriMMI 
id lhr inarlyr l^uiiiniis. In l.piH a ma uiu i»— ssaaait.rMe«rd asiaaisr.1 1.. tWsinilh nmtlging «t tto 
anibiilulury, llir " l}umu> t‘tin " pl. VII. nu- 4ll kn imrtisor » aRsisM^ns hMMK M 

lyal, uniovried firsi ihr pave» ruseriiig ibr flnow ^ iteuoar and. hclssa, Imlii,«i*.saaaitsard 
and llie meinoiia; ihen ihr Konian mauuilra brli>» thr n»MsWs«rr*t holf »4 ihr nast-.. hBallv. Uihm 
fiiillirr doMii arcund llir alled pM :m»U. uadrt «hr ssrM «MflkJhr n»s» «i lfar -«sihJHlr. 
.111(1 llir V illa beloM the a|t»c and «he anitnilaltirs I iu«i urti i*» 193V thr «nhitkaWMs xnd thr aifM 
vsere exeaviilnl. whilr 4 nes» (ampalgn in i-m^ fd*» d n>rnt.-u I mally, 
belMeen ii)',} and l(jil»i. llw irwuanlea adyuuutUk bmtfl*HW- iiisaiigaiol 


The fiiid» of strui lures anirtesimi 10 ihe tmuh ■ hase la nnl . u ti i ist alilr h. tlwii 

ortginal fnrm and purpnin, biil four pniwipal ph ii r» «a»hr dtMtspisslai^ilenrlt {Mi ‘ 
villa under ihe «ouiheasi quadrant «jf ih* nptr and amlniUMMy. lirtMi 
helusv linor Irvel; b,. a thjuWe iom i4 Roman in a ci l r i al a.jir)s<h cd ah 
wrsi halfol Ihe nave and the tvwlli (inadranl iA thr an«bidal»»rs ^ 
side ihe pM^^aa/a, vshith Ise» under ilsr »»r»« |tarl nf ihr na 
inio ihc arra of ihc tsMiili asile; d' Uuly, sw thr mmr an 


. Ulldri llu: ls<srllS' 


hrhswrhuith Irvel and riimsta 
al 4 dejrth ‘A «oly 













cnitPt-ii ILUII ClIRiniANAHUM MOMAE 


2 Io 5-5 m. bclou floor Icxtl, thc mrmortj, thc tricNa and ilie conriyard, wJiich wcrc crcctcd 
nflrr ihc had t>rcn fillcd in. The memoria enciosiirc ia iKiiinded to thc cast by a waJJ 

wliifh croises the area of ihe nave from north to south, about haJfway l>etween the rhurch fa^ade 
and dic apse. Theac elements hiU bc discussed in thc following pagea only to the extern tliat they 
alieet the stnicturaJ history of the basilica. 'l'he cxeavatioiis liave abo disclnscd llir suUttniclurr.v 
of the ehurch itself, eevealing large Irael* of the foimdalion walJs and the remains of many mau- 
siilea uhieli ueie subseqnently aiiachcd to its flanks. But before anyihing eJsc could bc uneovcrcel, 
thc exfavators had to remove hundreds of graves which wcre crowded togetlicr over Ihe whole 
arca of the ehurch floor (fig. 117« and A). In ihe east part of tlie nave, east of thc transverte 
v»iifl which bounds the memoria eneJosure, thc graves were in a single layer. On llie olhei hanti, 
wcsl of thc transverse wall, and in the apse and north quadrant of thc ambulatory, burials were 
diseoi-eird in four or fix-e superimposed Jayers. riie nuiiierous dated cpilaplw, rcnching from 
to 567 and found in part t<i situ, hoth in the basilica and in the adjoining mausolca, provide Irrrnini 
dnU fuem and ad qarm for these structurts. 


R A.VALVSrS 

I. Antecedent biiildings^ 

The Jovver Jeveis of carlirr oeciipation beneath the basilica are outside thc scope of this work, 
and in describing them tve confine oursclvcs 10 outJining their posiuon in the arca later occupied 
b> thc basilica. The hiliside sJopes up from South to north and more steeply from wcsi to east. A 
Roman road, paved xvitli smaJl polygonal stla bloclts, ascends thc liiJl in its norllierly coursc and 
passfs closc to the apex of thc l.’-shaped outer xvali * (pi. VTI; fig. 92). At Ihe point where iiS sur- 
facc has been exposed, a Jittle south of thc axis of ihe basilica, thc roaci lies 10 m. below thc present 
nave floor. 


a) Thf \illa 

A building, gencraljy referred to as a villa, stands on thc cast side of the road. Its fabacie is 
par^el with the curb of thc road but is sel bac Jc 1.70 m. Ju style of ina.w)nry, reticulate with tufa 
qiioins, suggests a date in thc first rentury A.D. The complex is approximatcly squarc in pJaii, 
incasuring somr 20 111. in cach direction. Numcrons chambers in at least two stoiie» surround a 
Central courtyard (fig. joiJ. Becausc of the inrlination of thc terrain, thc coun, paved with 
large white tesserae, lies about 3 m. higher than thc road. bctxvcen G.flo m. and G.90 m. below 
the ehurch floor IcvcJ. Jn rclaiion lo thc subscqucntly built basilica, thc vilia corresponds in po- 
siuoti approximatcly with thc soudi halfof the “ D *’ whkh constitute* thc wcsl end of thc U-shaped 
plaii; IU north wail is parallcJ with and 1.5 m. rigJii of thc Central axis of thc basUica. Tornbs 
insertcd tn thc iteps which Jcad from the courtyard to thc priiicipal chamber of the villa .suggest 
that ihc building may have served as a placc of burial at an early date. 


wiAlimi. KC (b,- bibliograpliy iMcd abotv, br«iiiiiiiix igi8. and 
iQitJ; PkAiini, and 1948-43; SciiNftnca. 1931; Toixn-n, 

»hifb kadi Iroin Via drJIr Sciic Chi«r tn Cardinal Borghor'. 





. SKBASTIANO 


A) TdK AKeNARIliM 

A liifa quarry, an artiui- 
hum, lies casi of ihc villa, 
thoiigh al a miich lowcr 
level, 12.50 m. below ihe 
ehurch floor'. Pive corri- 
dors and stime chamber- 
like indcnialions extended 
from a roughly pentagonal 
pit, ihe one to thc east shcl- 
tcring a simple grave, The 
date of thc quarry cannot 
be delcrmincd, nor is it 
ciear whether it prcccdcd, 
foUowcd or was contempo- 
rancou.s with thc building 
of thc villa. 


e) Roman macsolea 
I. JVortfuMl uj' the i.illo, 

Adjoining thc villa lo 
the north, there e.xtcnds a 
group of Roman tomb 
cliattibcrx'* (pl. VII; fig. 92). 
Thcy were approached from 
thc road by a llight of sieps 
which ascetids cast from thc 
roadside to gain, af\cr sev- 
cral tunis, a small mosuic- 
paved courtyard, raised 
a.75 m. above thc Icvcl of 
the adjacent villa. The dif- 
frrcncc in level rcsults in 
part from the gradieiit of 
tlic hili but also becausc thc 
coun lies over a tomb 
chamber on a lowcr level. 
Thrcc mausolca linrd thc 



Kig. 9J. S. SeInsliAnii. VilU, imunuLca, and mciiuxia, plan 



and ihriiuKh t 


South side of thc court, and a wcU-likc opciiing in the middie illuminatcd lite burial cluiinber 
iindcrncath. A passage opening from thc soulhrasl comer of thc court scem* to have coinmu* 
nicated indircctiy witJi a sircet of tombs runuing easl-wcst, nearly paiallcl with tlte alignmcni 


3. pb tki IT. diuJ fif. 35; fRANUt. «p. al.« p. lo ir rimI p\. 6. 



















•■•f ihf huilhd. Rt>»i.5 <•( «niJJ wMPffiilar irutuwiicn O.ink r-acli «dc iif dir »irrrl; <p\rn iil' dii-tii 
-I » <10(0 on «urvor oii ihr suutJi iklc Aiiii llirri- iiov. i i u» 13) on thc iiorih «de*. 

•Sim-r ifcr hilJtiili- riw-i riurwarvi. tJir rajlri ti lomba arr itK»rc trutu<i(iNl iliaei (Imsf lo (lip wnd and, 
«ftrr n;' i«>, ali rrat r uf the lum i« Iimi in (lir loundaiionf ol' llir baviliia vvall<t. 

r. /» - / /*r 

'y'br «liwr <tf «mibv and rav» oT ibr villa, a (.'roiip of «hrer lavivli Rom.in mauvolca havc 
:i>d fluo Irad brrn oblitcraievl b> ibangr» in «lir {^nniiid levpl qiiiCr »«<inr tinir brlVirr ihc 
.. r -r i. (i.ni ta' ihr Unibra lijfv. «j j. q6, iKiiinin, Irfii The cntran« c tlurvbnldv of Ihcsc mnuw- 
Ir-a lav o 11». brinn chuirh Iknvr Icv d and lliujt iiiu« li lovvrr than thc «itrcrl uf lomlM to thc ntirtb, 
The ;;'v at drpfh of ihnc mauwlca is diir in tImV iN-injr convtnittcd in thc side nf ihc former quarry 
u-hirh H*» parth bUcd in lo rrralr a .oiiiill pbixa, thc pit^-wiU, in livinl uf Ihc tombs. I br luntiM 
«rrvMirrfd throu^fh vrn flMsical rav'idc< rcvxMtcd uiih hii< L., froiii ohii li Ioni? Ilixliis uf >icjm dc- 
vrnd II. thc »iKk-bi nn Uimlw Ivinibcrs 3.50 m. duon, ohich vvere in part insrnnl into thc cer¬ 
riti .r^ ao-f rn.drnrr.tiimv uf ihc arrairiuni. I hc o alh of thc stairs and ilicir initincd baircl vaiills 
arr rccciicd oitJi rich itucto drri>r,nkins. The masonry i>f ihc fat,adc and thc style of ihc «luccocs 
s.iei;r-f a .laic «a.i. afli t ilic middlc of ihr «eooiid i-rulury A.D. The llircc iiiaiisolca ucre probn- 
bt-, «raiuru. ted in vuivessinn. br]giniiin^ vvith that of Clodius Hrrmrt to the lighl la> onc face* 
ihc tatraner^ . cotiiiiiuiiiE oiili thc tomb uf ihc lanoccntJorrs and eiidinp vvith llir “ M.iusolco 
dcii Atria ', An cpiiaph in ihe niaiuoicuin ol thc InnoccDliorcs, datrii e |<|, Icaves no doubi ihat 
ih.- mairadea verre stili io use ai iliai time, an imponant hui when t.akcii logciher vviih Christiari 
IpaAri V. hii li ait <• rauhcd on thc irueeo vvalls. Subscquriiily ilic armarium wa.s lillcd in cnmpirtely 
and the threr layadcv nere buricd to nialcr a Jcvcl arra for the vourivard of thc mrnioria. 


i r»iai«fiv\ KU.viF\'rv 
I. Tir 

A calJerv ufihc itr< '?juirr>( ojrciiinj; in thr casi quartrr uf ibc bccaine ihc stari uf a cala- 

cumh v»lneh dcvclnprtl to thc nonh and casi, prcsnniably iti thc roume of thc third ccnlury. Ar 
kiiT tv*>. tiairtvavs linked thc galleries of ihis l at.icotnb vvith thc Street of tonibs which .stuod abovr 
M hif <>-• . Wcsi rdoiauso/cuin no. r i, a passage branrlics norlh from thc .strrri .md iinmrdiafcly 
dtmcndv Ullo ibe hifhidc by a si. rp Uiglil nf vtc|i8 ivhieh givet access tn thc catacomb. A simiJar 
•tainvay ncarly parallrl to ilic lini dru eiids inio thc caucomb opposite maiisoleum no. rn. A 
ilDfd ciiiramc mav havc rxisird frotn thr dait in thc arca iiuvv oerttpied by thc joutlicast rorticr 
of thr nave; it apparcntly Ird into a gallcrv kIiIi h was suhscqucnUy rnlargctl to form thc cry pt 
of hamt ScttaMian. ' 

■i 'Hu marmnm aad ikt huiui. 

^ niort important fbristian tnotiumriu 01, thc site brforc thc basilica was biiiit is thc memoria 
"h nirmoria proper to thr wot. thc rourlyard and, Ui thc cast, thc /rieJia 

P . , *urv '|J, <t<, The rniirr cuiiipicx lies cast ijI thr villa and sontli of ihc Street of 


UiiiiIm, biii ii is itiiii li highrr, bcing a 
vvas lillcd in. oblitrr.il ing thc rnlmni 
plex ronsisit uf .1 trapc/oid-vbaprd rneluv 
o «iiiib (pl. 5 V'l I; VIII. iraim 


I 3.>i m. ImIuw llir cbiitili Uno». To rreate it, ihc 


r three lavivli Ruoiaii niausolca. Tli 
Illinit 'J'.1 ‘n fiont rasi n. vvcvi 
The lioi tl» Hule ol this cncliiiiiiii 


and iR in. Irunv 
ii IV toinveil by ihc 
iiiiidrd hv a Wall, 
v.iU .stanil» iicarly 


ri-ar uall», in rcliruhile, uf llir sircrt of lombs Tig». <jvl, ityi. Tbr vyesi lidr ii 
o.tio in. ibiek and fmilt uf n/wv inrotum convivling uf vinali liasall i' 
at righl angi» 10 llie viiccl uf luinlxv .ind is in- 
eorpsiralrd in Ibe e.i«t vvali of ihc villa; il evi- 
dciilly cxistril belore ihc villa vvas bnill and mav 
date from thc first century R. C. The cast side 
ulThc cnrlosurc is ncarly parailcl 10 ihc wcsl vvali 
and is biiill nf chr sanie hasall upai incertum, llir 
South bouiidary, also of ihc sanie mulriial, itieei* 

Ihe West uall in an obtuse anglr 16 m. soutii of 
thc row of niausulca. Tlir Juneiiuc helvvcen thr 
soiilli and cast vvalls has not yci been discovered, 
bijl if thc vvalls vvere slraiglu ihcy vviudd eimvcrgc 
about ■2'2 m. .wuth uf ilir slvrri of tomhs and .xbonl 
3 tn. oulside ilic south vvali of thr prcscni ba- 
lilii a 

Tlii-v lrapeaoid.il rnelnsurc on ihc hiUsidc eon- 
laiiicd whal iiiight at first scem lo br elemenu of 
a ruslic Irulloria i.ligs. q.y, <35,1. The cenirul fratnrr 
was a brick-paved couryard- In its erntrr a slrrp 
ttight of sirps drsccndcd inio ihc eai th, Irading 
to a small rock-cul ehamhcr, .xbout 6 m. belovv 
thc villa courtyard, wiil» a spring of vvalcr ffig. 93; 
pl. To the iiurih and casi, thc courtyard 

was bounded by loggias. Their lcan-it> lUcd nMifs rcsicd on niasoiiry pillars in fiuni .md oii 
thc prrimeter vvalls at llie baek iligs. 94, 9,-,; fig. 96, upprr light, shovvs thr piers ol ihr norlh 
loggia). The rising terrain rairscd ihr casicrn loggia illic Oirimi lo br lairntl .ibuiii i.a^ in. 
above thc. rcsl of ihc courtyard. The cast wall of ihi» loggia cirMwcd thc arca uf llie prcscni «hun h 
about halfuay bciwecn thc rai;.adc and llie apsr; ii is ihr casicrn iMiundary <d' the ciieluMirc and 
risci lo vvithin 0.15 m. of thr prcscni thurch lloor ipl. V111, transverse seetiim;'. Tlu- ihrcr vvalls <d 
ihe trulia horc frrstocs rcprcsciuing biids, auimal.s and flovvcrs. Biil hundreds of gi.ilfiti Hraii hed 
imo thc frestord piasler iiivoke ihc namc» of Saint Prlri and Saiui Paul and tefer 10 ujrigena par- 
lakcn in their lucinory Hencc, instc-vd of .m ordiiuin Patlvna, ilw esi.ililishmi-nl imisi havc Itecii 
a mrmorta aptutolunun whci e Christians gathrred 10 cclebialc mcmorial baiupicis 'rryri.i;rria; in hunur of 
thc IVinccs of llie Apostics. The wcll i pl. \T11, lungiludinal scrtini»; lig. 971, ratliei ihan liciiig ihe 
rore froni vvhieli thc emite eul» renter dcvcloped ", was a iiaiiiral accessory to lh»c irjiturnu, a.' 
imlieatrd by the Chriilian gratbii foiind in a iiithe h.aJfvvay down ihe slairs lo ihc rixk-vut hcII 



> Vijs tIf.uAN, ,<1. <U.. id: LirntHAUv. iqrj, i». Jt» XtiixB.i.si.. ^ 
Tou/ixi. .yv u».. I9ij, p. iHy H.. n*.. 41. 41, .|.| Thr r^rlici phun rS ih» mrn* 
lo UI <li»vuli li. luvivr. 
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COKPI.^ BASILIIiABIiM 



Fik. 96. S. ScUulunn. «roM mciiKwia rourlyaid (middir «njundj, 

Ibov.»* nonh log^ia irjghi ed|tr;, mciuuria nirhc (ccnirr haciground; w 
***> fi*- 98) and the Roman iiuiuulra (Ijutium Jeft IdrfKnmnd; 


chambcr. Sinrr one of ihr 
gniffili in the /rir/ia supplivs n 
consular liatr rorrcspoiiJing 
witii A.D. ufin, thc entirc nwmv- 
tia afHKinIurum mu»l rrriainiy 
havr bccn in use at ihat time*. 

The coiircyaul in froiii of 
thr trirlia suppties furlhcr evi- 
dcnce of tlie area's rcliginus 
ihaiactcr (%. 93, Adja¬ 
cent tothe villa, thc xvrxt flank 
of thc cnurt had origitially 
hecM ocrupirii by a hing 
ItaiTcl-vaultciI chambcr, 4 ni. 
widc^. It abiiitrd on thc wr»! 
against thr villa wall, whilr 
to thc cast it was bouiulrd 
by a ncatly built briclt wall 
(fiRS. t>6, mithllr ground, 
right; g8, IrH); but in thc 
final stage before thr con- 
struction of thc basilica, thc 
grotiiid IcveJ of thc coiiri had 
bccn raisctl to within 1.5 m. 
of thc apex of thr Viiull, and 
thc vatdl and thc greater pari 
of thc long chambcr wcre dc- 
molishcd. The only thing Icft 
above grotiiid was thc north- 
ernmost a.5 m. of lite con¬ 
crete vault, xvhich protruded 
above the briclt pavement of 
thc couri to create a platform 
1.5 m. liigh in thc northeast 
corner of thc memoria eiiclo- 
sure. The casi side of the 
platform is formrd by the tvall 
of the rhamber; its south side 
was mercly thc brokcn or 
rudcly haeked end of the e 


crete vault. A niche-thaped structure facing south wa.sercctcd against thc south side ofthis protubcr- 
anre and to some exietil was insertrtl bencath the intrados of thc antecedent vault (figs. 96, mid- 
e ground, center; 98). The uppci pari of the monument has perished and we have no idea how 




>«T Iu Xfaiuiitir» diKKikvrv. 


bul dumi bol2i the t/itiu lUiil tkr piimn 300. 





high it w.-u; ait thai rcmaiiis U 
a low rrt tangului blnck of o/mj 
Ihlalum masonry inr^uiiring 0.75 m. 
by 1.90 m. in pl.111 and it.vndinR 
i.ao m. hinh. Within ihi» blotk 
thc lowrr part of thr niche »ur- 
vives; its basc ■> 0.55 in. above 
thc brii-k pavement of thc court. 

The opening ii 1.04 m. widr, and 
tltr ifipvx was icvrtird with inar- 
blc piales. Sincc thc inonnment is 
only i.go m. wide whilc the ante- 
rrilrnt barrcl vaiiil .spanned nrarly 
.|. m., a small scginrntal spacc was 
IiTt on either side. Thesc passagrs 
wrre blockcd up with inugh walls 
iif iiptti lutatum, rrsiing on thc earlh 
which fillcd up thr former cham¬ 
bcr. ^\ssociat«€l with thc nichrd 
monument (but thc cxact position 
«if llic discovery is not rccordcdj, 
thc rxcaviitors found part of a brick 
l olumm shafl revetnd with plasicr 
and |>aintcd to rcprcscnl murblc; 
ist ovcrall iliameier is 44.5 em. It 
tiXJ l>ore a ronghly scrnlchcd in- 
srription iiivoking‘*...ptTRi itTPAVxi in hrnti'. 

Anolhcr important fcaiure of thc memoria 
cnclosuic projcelcd from its snuth side. Known as 
cella 1) it is a reciaiigular exedra apsetl (pls. VII; 

VI11, transverse .scclton; figs. ga, rj4, 99)*. The 
cnlrance to tlic cella is 3.80 m. wide and located 
4.80 m. from thr Southwest corner of the cnclosurr. 

Two cohimns bctwccn the anlar divided it inio a 
wide Central opening flankcd by narrower aperln- 
res. Figure 99 shows, 011 lite right, thc biisc of tlic 
wcsl column of cella d. Lcft of the ftn wall pmjee- 
ting from thr listatum foundaiion of thc basilica 
(srcond Ifom right 011 fig. 99) an aperture coin- 
cides with the casi anta; tlic easl column base is 
cnrloscd in ihe ftn wall. Intcriially, cella fi is 4.70 in. wide and 3.80 m. tlecp; thc apse was 3..|o in, 
tn diameter. The walls, 0,58 m. thick, are brick-faccd with accurately worked hori/.oiiial coutv 
ing and ralhcr thick inoriar heds, one course of brick and one of moriar having an average 
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CORPHK llA)OIJf:ARUM CIIRIlfriANARliM ROMAE 


thicliiirai of 6.5 cni.—a brirkJayfin’ Wchniqiic rhamclciUJic of ihc late third or early fourth 
ccafiirv-- The stlct prrinictcr wbII of ihe memoria paste^ hrlim Uic dimylc favade aiiil «crvei a» 
siyjobate for ihc pair of c liJumiis (fig. gg^. Two siiiail scmicircu/ar nichei intrrrup«xl thc curse 
of llic apje wall; there msy aiso Ijave bcen a third iiichf on llir cciiter liiic, uberr lln- «inic- 
ture nf die apsr fi dRitmycd. A reriaiijjiilar leccis opened in each JaternI waU of thr r«Jla. Many 
gravri srrrr fiiund in (hr rrlla, alung wilh 
taeuH hackcd in thc svallj; fnur .sarcophagi 
werc olio found, one of them inscried in 
ihr ra«f svall, \V’c do not know if cella 1) 
waA origiiially buill as a mausolcum or for 
iome rilhct purpoie, but it cvidently be- 
eaiiu- a maacolriim before it svas ftnally 
abandiiiicd. 

The enlmncc to thc memoria endo- 
sure was on thc cast side and runsisted of 
a flight of sieps r.75 m. widc, bordered 
by parallel brick sviilk ncarly at rigbl 
aiiglw to thc cast pcrimclcr svall. U dc- 
scended from thc liigher ground to thc 
ca.sl and led to thc southcait quarter of thc 
Fig. qg. .S. Srtusiiana. .Amhuhicuy prriinetcr, «ulnuuriurc COUrtyard ^pl. VII; fig*. 92, 94, qg). Kour 
ihoxlng 6n »-iilb aiul tom/i shejsei and (right) righi haud .steps up from thc bottom, ihc llight of 
romrr picf nitd ivluuin basc of tcUa 8 i i i i i> . 

' stairs uat l>ri>k<'n by a Janding aiuI a 

doonvay opening tiorth into thc ca.stern 
loggia, thc Irufie, which lici somctvhat highcr than thc olJicr pitrts of thc encinsiiic. Comidering 
that thc terrain ateends from ncil to cast, thc steps Icading tlown from thc cast into thc memoria 
courtyard suggcsi that thc te/ee vcaJJ on thc cast flank of thc cncloiure was thc rctainitig wall of a 
tcrrarc. I hcreforc thc ground cast of thc memoria apoitolomm Jay at Iciut at thc Icwl of thc pre- 
«mt churrh floor or perhaps even highrr. Subsequent dcvcloprncms, such as thc Icveling of thc 
land for thc constniriion ol' thc ba.dlira. tiie cacavation of thc Grypt of S. Sebastian bclow thc 
southcait quarter of thc nave, and thc building of stairs dcsccndiiig to thc crypt, have destroycd 
cvcrychiiig that formcrly stood in thc cast part of thc site. On thc other hanci, thc stccp dcscciit 
of thc hillsidc toward tlic wcit and south iias rcsultcd in thc preservation of the buildings, inclu- 
ding thc memoria apostolorum, which existcd bcJow thc wcst part of thc basilica. 



2. The basilica 

The l^ica W4i crcctcd above thc buildings dcscribcd in the preceding section, cngulfing 
ihcni in IU foundations and, in coursc of time, obliterating them compictcly, Iu U-shaped plan 
svai cornposcd of thc foUowing eJemenu: thc nave, corresponding (o thc pr«cnt church nave; 
the jouth aide, on thc site now occupicd by thc kiglulUria and souvcnir shop at thc entrattee to thc 
catacomhs. cont.numg also into thc /one of «he present sacristy and bcyond it; ati ambnlatory, 
used at presenr as a museum; thc north aisle, corresponding to tlie rVJbani chapei and the northeasi 
api anum, inalJy, an cast aiiJe, part of thc arca now occupicd by thc narthex (pis. \TI, VTII- 
figj. loo a, i; 127). 

The aislrs are separated from thc nave by 


vs of masonry piers whicli swccp around at the 
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West end in xn iminiemipted 
curve, approximatcly riiiicen- 
tric with thc perimeter wall. 
To bc prreise, thr curve 
inarked by ihc ainbubilory 
piers is apprnximaiely rllip- 
tical, while the curs-ature of 
the perimeter walt is thc are 
of a circle sUglitly grcaler in 
diameter than thc brcadtli of 
llie svliolc building (pl. V'll), 

The ovcrall widlh of thc 
basilica is ^o.g m., wliilc iu 
lotal Icnglh cxcceds 65 m. 
Aisle.s and ambnlatory vary 
in breadth frorn g.g to 7.5 m. 
Their narrowcst poiiit U in thc 
ambula tory, alung tlic cenier 
line of tiie building. 

The floor Icvcl of thc 
church is a littic bclow thc 
natural surfacc of thc ground 
at thc easi rcid, but the indi- 
iiatioii of the hilLside catues 
it to Ik' io m. above ground 
levcl at the wcst end (pl. 
VIIIJ. Gun$et|uenily thc wcst 
part of Ihc building is raised 
on high foundation walls 
which enclosc and conserve 
Ihc remains of thc antece¬ 



dent buildings lyirig wiihin their circuit. The breadth of thc basilica extende froiri thr wulh 
end of ihc memoria rnclnsurc to a liltle bcyond thc north liordcr of the stiect of lomlw, In iU 
Icngth, thr apex of the westcni curve almusi coiiicidn with thc wcst walt of thc villa, while tlic 
cast end of thc basilica lies far to thc cast of thc memoria riirloturc wilh thc cast bouiidary of ilir 
cnclosurc Crossing lite nave about balf way along iu Irngth. The foundatiotu of thc nave piers 
on thc north side of the basilica coincidc with thc lanc bctwren thc parallrl rows of antccrdeiit 
mausolca. The rouiidaliuiu of Uie liTt nave piers pass aeros* the iniddle of thc memoria encki- 
surc. They partly intcrscci thc stairs to thc spring cliamber, but not to thc cxtcnl titat the stairs 
couid not bt used. In fact, a special pasaage was buill so that thc stairs U» llic spring coniinucd 
to bc acccssibtc from outsidr thc basilicaThr curved routidaiton wall of thr westem are of 
piers intcrsccts and compictcly disrupu thc plan of thc villa, but agaiii, provision wa* made 
so that ihe wcll couid also stili be rcachcd from thc levcl of llic villa courtyard 'pl. VII; 
fig- 97)- 
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«• Tllt PtRJMET»l« WAI.IJ; JUBSTRCCITKJ!» 

Thr tali suhstnif lurcs of ihc pcrimctcr ualls in llir «iiiilluvtst jwri of lln- basilka are «ei ii ituiilr 
brlnu thr wc»i lialf of llic ioiieh aislr nn<l tlmru^fhout tlic curvcd ambulatoiy. 'Hicy arc viaible 
today b«t-aii.«- ihc carlh tilJ, «ptm rvhicli aisic and atnbulnlory floort fnrmcrly rested, was rcmovcd 
in ific cari-avations of 1515 m ig.3t, rcvcalmR ihe wntli i>ail of ilie mrmona enclo»urc and the rc- 
niaini of thc adfati-nl villa i 97. 99. I" ifconstruclinff ihr lloin-, thr fxi avalnr* «iippni tfd 

it oii beams, iO (lial du-area briiiw 
rcmains n}M'ii for study. The east 
hali of tlic sotilli jierimi-ter wnll i« 
noi yet cxi avaled; it is buriotl bc- 
ncaili (he adjacent nionaitcry build- 
but thc carly fabric emerge» 
into vicw below finor Icvcl, imme- 
diairly wcsl of thc campaniir, 
about 40 m. from ihe east favade 
and ao rn. from thc beginning nf 
thc Western curve (fig, loa!. At 
this point thc pcrinictcr foutida- 
tioiis rest on natural tufa at a 
depth of 5.30 m, below thc nave 
floor. In thc ambulalitry iis «cIl 
as in thc south perimetrr w;iU, for 
a hcight of i.ju m., that is up to 
Kig. 101, S. Sehawiann AmbulHto») »all niUiiruciurr »rich fin uaIN 3.70111. below floor Icvcl, thcslriic- 
and (l«rrgnr.und: remaim «f villa ,„rc i* biiilt of squarcd tufa blocks 

of medium size, with occasional 
btick counes. Here thc wall has a ihickness of about 0.90 m.; but above, its thickncss dimiiushes 
100.60 in.. and it is built in ihtatum with a rcgular alteniation of brirk and /u/elli courses (figs. 
loi. 1031. The modulus of one eoursc of carli m.alerial plus two mortar beds averages 0.155 n’- 
inicn als varying from 1.80 m. to 3.30 m., thc interior face of thc fotiiidatiou wall is strcngthcncd l>y 
projcciing fins of niasonry about 0.85 m. long and 0.44 m. thick. Thcy are idcntiral in coiistruc- 
tion with. and gcnrraUy, bonded 10, tlic perimeter w.tll. Thus the intcmal fare of the foundntinn 
wall is formed into a series of embt.tsures intended for burial; indeed, ihcy arc subditidcd horizoii- 
ulJy into shcivcs or kculi, dcfined bysitghtiy prqjecling brick counses (pls. VII, \7II; figs. lOJ, 102, 
1031. Hbci» excavated, miuiy of thewerc foiind intact, induding their light front clnsiirc 
walls of robblc and mortar (fig. 103, right cdgc, background;i; thcy luive bcen preserved. supporied 
on wood beams figs, 9;, right cdgc; 99). I| ij, imporunt to note that these loculi in thc jM-rimclcr 
vsall exist at a considorable depth below thc Icvcl of thc present nave pavcmcni, thc dccpcsl bcing 
2.6 o m. below floor Icvcl. 

Five meters west of thc place where thc south perimeter fouiiclalioii wall emerges from thc later 
fouiidatioas which conceal it in thc casi pari of thc churcli, it ovcriaps llie oblitiuc sottth boumlary 
wall of thc memona cnclosurc. The Junction of tlic two walls is ma.skcd by one of tlic loculus fin 
walls, It i, thc third from thc Icft in fig. 99; ,cc also pl. VIII1. The summit of thc boilom zonc of 
Ihe loundaiion walj, 3.70 m. below thc present Iloor Irvrl, eoincides with the thrcshold ofcclla dK 







To thc wcsl, in thc arca of 
thc former villa, thc fooiings 
of the curvcd west perimeter 
wall arc sren at thr levcl of 
thc villa courtyaril (fig. loi). 

For a hcight of a.ao m. almve 
thc Roman mosiiir pavcmcni 
ihc perimeter wall founda- 
tiotu arc of rough unfaccd 
conciete. Ahove this footing 
thc foundalion wall, o.(k) m. 
thick, is built in thc samc o/iua 
listatum uolcd above. llow- 
ever, thc fin wall cmbii«urcs 
in this sector wcre not part of 
tlic original design of thc ba¬ 
silica, but wcre added as an 
aftcrtliuugbt when thc foun- 
dalioiis had alrcady reaclicd a 
cercain hcight. The wrought 
litUtIum of the fm hcgins only 
a.fio m. below tlic present nave 
floor (fig. loi, near top;; thc 
pari of thc fin which rises bc- 
Iween tlic ircnch-casl footing 
and ihc ba.se of thc listatum is 
rudely. but strongly built with 
large pieces of rubblc. The 
lowcst ticr of /oculi corrcspoiuls 
with thc top of thc rubblc, 
and it is obvious from this 
tlial (here musi bave been a 
slagc in the dcvelopmcnt of 
this part of thc basilica wbeii 
thc floor lay only a foot or 
two .above thc top of thc rub- 
hlc zonc of the fuis, that U 
about 3 m. bclosv present Iloor 
levcl; otherwisc thc lowcr /o- 
culi cotilcl not have been usccl. 

Along thc inner face of thc 

West pcrlinclcr foundaiions, fuUowing thc curve of thc ambulatory, thc series of vcrlical fins with 
shctf-Iikc loculi continues as dcscribcd uniil the original stiucliirc disappear» from view, enguUed 
in ihc cighlccnlh century foundations of thc sacristy betunging to thc Albani cliapel. 

East of thc concrete foundations of the west wall of (his sacristy, thc original foundalion of thc 
pcrinictcr wall is masked by thc remains of a smaU obliqucly-scl i cctangular tomb chamber ipl. 
VII). To judgc by its brickwork, it is of F.arly Clirislian datu. .Vs clscwlicrc, thc original floor 


Fir. ioj. S. Schailiaiu». Aica below «rnth ante cofrcspiiuliiiR to pier» la, 11 
. ilcfl handi. with «oulh aiile wall (righi hand) and linkldie «luuiulj 
vaullcd pasMge to well stair», lookinR east 
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Jori of Ihii pjirt «f ihc amhiilalort' is 2.3» m. Im-Iow the prcscni onc, ai dcmonstialc.l by thc 
o( rhe lowrse in »hc ndjiuprii ) «N-.Mram///.w On ihc oilirr han<l, sincc iu wall» air 

bricli-raccd <>n ihc inside onJy, <hr r«-iaji^{ular tomb miisl have liccn liiiilc l>elow floor Icvcl. Il 
•ficrcfbrr indicalrs ilic JeveJ of Ihr basilica pawmenl al a sc rninl siagp of rvnltilion, when thc IcvcJ 
corrcqKitidcd apprtotimafcly witl» thc present onc. Ka.ft of thc rrclaiignlar tomb. a stairway 
dearends north into thc caiaromb; probably il cxblcd before thc basilica wn* buiit Bcyoml 
thi*, thc u-cit hatf of thc north perimeter w<i)l ha.s bivii complctcly obliirraicd by thc Albani chapcl. 

*) Tiik rnuuirtR wai.is: sirrt.K.s‘iRiic:rtmR 

I. TAc tmiu/tiloiy meli 

Above fltc IcxcI of thc miKh rn ambniatory floor inow supportet! over thc cxcavatcd arca on 
itx rcinforccd conerrte bridRC;, thc cuiTctl wcst perimeter waJI stands ncarly 5 m. at its ItigbesI 
point, w hii-h .secmi to be iioi far .short of thc original elevatio». The ftns cnntiniicd above floor 

leveJ; their cxistcnce is attrsied by scars on 
the waJI face, which shous roughly huckcd 
concrete wheie the fin masnnry, origintilly 
bonded to tJic perimeter wall, has beeri 
cut avvay (fig. loj). At a level of 1.65 m. 
above the motlem floor, the scars shoiv 
that the sides of thc fins curvrd over to 
forni arches which spaniicd the einbnuurc, 
likc arcvjolui. The apex of the arcades was 
2.50 m. above tltc present floor, and there- 
forc about fivc meters above thc lowest 
«oiie of loculi. Tite masonry miist bave 
been about 1.5 m. thick in thc spandrels 
above thc arcimiia, sincc it combtned the 
thickness of the peiimelcr wall and thc 
85 cni. fitis; but, 0.60 m, above thc apex 
of the auMo/ia, the wall is sct back lo its 
norntal thirknc», thus creating a contin- 
uous horizonta! sheif, 0.85 m. widc, above 
Ftg. 104. S. Selxutumo. Ambulatory, '^o^yrnT «»7 ^f«aiher than by 
iridi cun-rri topi thc preseni Windows, lite perimeter ival! 

above ikis shclf w.ts piereed by smali rcc- 
tangulai window siits, 0.J5 m. u-idc and 0.70 m. high, wilii internally splayed cmbrasiircs; 
oniy two such openings survive, t.90 m. apart (figs. 91, lefl) Howrvcr we presume that there 
was originally a row of sucii openings, spaced at six foot inlcrval.s and pioviding thc principaJ 
iliumination of the ainbulatory. 

Less than a meter from ihc point wherc it must originally have nierged into thc rectiliucar north 
walJ ol the .aisic, the rurved perimeter wall is enguired, both above and bclow floor level, in thc 
cighiceiilh ccniury masonry of thc .Albani sacristy. 
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2 . TAe norl/t wall 

The easi half of thc north 
wall ivas cxcavatcd in 1932 
and its remuins arc riow incor- 
poralcd into thc structuri- of 
a modem lapidarium, whiili 
stands to the right of the nave 
in place of thc original north 
aisic. Thi- base of thc prri- 
meter waJl rrsts on rock a fcw 
ccntimctcrs bclow lloor level, 
while thc foundations ai thc 
Miiithivest cornerof thc basilica 
arc more than 10 m. deeper, 
on accouiit of the sloping ter- 
rain mriitioned above. As in 
the soulli aisie and Western 
atnbulalory, ihc interior face 
of thc north wall is dividcd by 
fins into a series of embrasurrs 
for loculi. In its east half, paris 
of three survive above floor 
Icvcl, and traces of matiy otlicrs 
wcre noted in thc footings of 
the we-si halfal the lime ofex- 
cavalioii *. At thc notiheusi 
corner of the basilica thc ori¬ 
ginal n/m.1 li-ttcilum, althoiigh 
repaired and rcbuilt, siands 
to a hcight of ncarly 2.20 m. 

(fig. t05). The rc-enlrant 
angle of thc building forins a 
square corner pier, which cor- 
1 esponds with thc fnis and ter¬ 
minales thc series of loculus 
embrasures. The turve of thc 
intrados of this lust arcoiolium 
was found in 1915 to stari at a hcight of 1.70 m. above thc present floor. Ka,Hi of ihc pier, the 
tislalum face of thc casi perimeter wall rose verticaJIy with no sign of an anosolium. Thus it a|>- 
pears that the casi wall of thc basilica was not providcd with loculi. A iloorway in thi» cait wall leads 
to a rectilincar, brick mausoleuin, accomodating five sarcoplutgi 'pl. VII, no. 53; ligs. 105, 106), an 
addition to the east end of the north aisie. On thc other haud, a smali ajtscd mausoleuin, its 
axis diverging slightly from that of the basilica, projects north at thc northcasi comer of thc ba- 
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mIkj «nrf u olifcr than thr huulicn itscJf fpJ. V If, no. 53). rtnlr«l, tin: ol>Iic(uc fouiidaliotu of 
ih<- «ouUi Wall of «Ili» niausolcum lir lirnratli ihr masoniy of thc basilica wall; its south ivaJl 
HAS pmlwW) piiUird down whrii llic construction of the basiliia wall rciulcrril it sujwrnuous. 
Sincc ilir west wtiII «f tlic mausoJeum continiim .vnitli far cnou^h to Join llic basilica wall, it 
sccms th.K rhrn- iiiusi orifpnallv fiaxr bcvn somr kiiid of cmbrasurc in (he Southwest comer, 
probably ilir ciitrancc cioonvay. 

3. 7V Ms/ 

The aJif^meni of «hr »-ast perimeter waJl of the btisilic» is indicaled by «he doorway of thc rec«t- 
linear mausoleiim of thc fivc saicopha>;i, whosc threshold is ia .ri/u, and by a fragment of tiilatuvi 
masonry, buiit into the itRuleni waJI of the iiorth lapidarium, wliich protrudes iiito thc nurthwcst 
comer of thc forccouri (pl. VII; fig. lofil. This projcctiiig vvalJ inakrji an angie of 86“ with the 
iiorih perimeter wall. The exterior northeast comer of the biisilica can be secn from the iiorth 
aisie ,fig. I3J': as well as from tlie rcctiJincar mausoleum, where thc later masonry is broken away. 
2.05 m. South of thi.s rorner, the u/uo /iitatam of the east wtll ceases in a vertical jamh. The brick 
doorpoatof the mausoJeum was subsequcntJv buiJc against thi.s jamb, and it is thus ciear tlial thc 
entranre to the maiuolrum was sct into a wider upening of earlier date (fig. 105). Tlie other janib 
of this original opening in the basilica wall is represented by tliree or four courses of (iUatum masonry 
buih inio the iiuHiern biickworlt at (he southcast corner of thc norlJi lapidarium. Thesc siiow chat 
the tvidth of thc original opening wa» 3.55 m. further south. a secoiul opeiiing in the ea.si walJ of 
the basilica is indicaled by the workecJ soiitii face at thc other end ol’ ilic same fragment of ti\taium 
masi>iiry, ihiw li.dble iu thc forccourt (fig. 106J. Oti thc basis of these two ktiown opening.s, otic of 
which 153.55 m. wide. of the intcrtcniiig pier measuring 1.65 m. from iiorth lo south, and the 
known total brradiJi of thc basilica, it is fairiy safe lo deduce that the oast wah of thc basilica wa.s 
picrccd by a row of fivc openings, prestimably spanned by arehes. Tlie foundations of thc mitldlc 
part of this arrade must cross the forecourt about 3 m. in IVotil of thc Baroque narthex, bul 
they havT not yei becn uncovered. How-ever, near the toutlieast comer of tlic basilica, a rccord of 
foundations ut an appropriarc position appears on Foinaris pian' (scc our pl. VII;. Al Ihis poiiit 
the rast perimeter wall conslituted thc fagade of another eontiguous mausoleum; part of its 
apsed east wall is stili disceraiblr above ground Icvcl, cinbedded in thc south wall of thc forecourt. 
Apparenti) Fornari cxcavatrd tlie south half of thc apse and thc south wall of the mausoleum in 
the garden south of the forecourt, biit ihese fcature* are 110 Jonger visiblc. The sontheiiimost of 
thc fivc east fa^ade anhes must have been walled up before tliis mausoleum was biiiit, as its 
pttsirion does not corropond wiih the piesumcd soutli opening. Foniaii also shows a short traci 
of masonry sUnding in the line of the south peiimctcr svall just where the eomer of tlie original 
basilica must have becn; it is probably relafcd to cci lain rcinforcemcnts inserted at an unspeci/ird 
peiiod in tlie rock-hetvii caiaeonib galleries which lie benrath. 

4. Tif ivulh uvi/ 

Ihr alignineni of thc south perimeter wall is esiabJished along its ciitirc length by ite foundaiioii 
wa , igs. loa, 103:. Bui above ground only iwo elements survive: the .small (ract of masonry 
at Its east end. identified by Fornari but no longei visiblc, and a streteh of wall, jusi east of Ihr 
riaimcrse center Imc of the chutch, beJovv which the triple arcadr of ihc large apsed mausoleum 
43/ later inicrted (fig, i2aj. 
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r ) Nave aroaoss and clerkstorcv wAi.ta 


The south side «if the navr clcarly shows the arcading an,l the elere.to.ey window, In ihe 
east part ..rthe chuuh the arcade» have not been rxposed, but the outline, oflnur clrrralorey 

has heen fully ex|H>sed in thc svall <if the south lapidarium (pl. VIII; fig. myj. „ 

later rcmodeliiigs of thc nave interior, certainly before the seventeenth century, the original 
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arcadcs wcrc blockcd ' and ncw ctnbra- 
siirra and ajjrniiiga wcrc made with com¬ 
plete disi'r;{ard of tlie rorcnci- jilan, so Chat 
sc\'cral of the piers iiave been parlly cut 
away. In spite of this it is (rossible lo dc- 
icrminr that the orijpnal arcading nf the 
sinsighl pari of chr south nave wall rested 
on rectanffuJar piers of ufitit Urtatum witii 
the samc charaelerislies as notcd in ihe 
casi waf/. (Jf ilic piers, the first five, rount- 
ing frorn the case, are entirely hidden 
and their Jocarion ha* lo l>c inferred from 
the spaeing of the clercstorcy Windows 
(pls. VII and VIII; %. 1*7). The sixth 
pier is identifiablc hcluw floor level, where 
it is seen beside the modern cntrancc to 
the triclia loggia of the memoria. The sev- 
enlh, cui in half by a Baroqiin nave em- 
brasure, is represenfed by iis soiitheast eonier, which appears in the north walJ of the cainpanilc 
slatrcjiic. Piers 8, 9 and 10 are seen in ihe wall of the south lapidarium (figs. 102, right cdRc; 
103. Icfi edgc; 107;. U'est of the tenth pier the chararter of the areading changes, a.s wilJ be 
dcscribcd below. 

The piers meastii^e 1.53 m. by 0.89 in, in pJan, and are spaced at inicrvaJs which seem to 
vary bctween 3.30 m, and 3.60 m. The spaeing of the piers and arcades which remain visible 
from the plane of the inner east fa^ade of the nave to the sevcniccntli cenlury chaticei pier, an over- 
all distancc of 47.70 m., suggests liie streteh originaJly had ninc arthes and leii piers, including 
the southeasi coriier pier. The arches which spring from tJie piers have fuJIy semicircular archi- 
volts of radially sct bipedaJs which rLsc to an intr.-idos apex 5.70 m. above the present nave floor 
Icvfl (pl. \TII; figs. 108, logi. The lowcst vonssoir briclts lic 4 m. above floor Icvel. Bui the spring- 
ing seems lower iJ.an it reaUy is bccattsc, 3.30 m. above the floor, three projccting courses of 
bntk«-ork have been inscrted, forming cornices 0.70 m. below thr true springiiig of the aiclies, 
which tftus appear siiltcd. 

It is important 10 note ihat the bases of piers 6 through to do iiol t orrespond with the present 
floor Jc^cl Below Ihe surface of the floor, in the excavated arca bcneaili the south lapidarium, the 
verticaf sides of earh pier continue down 2.02 m. mo«: before Corning to the top of the stylobate tvalf 
on which thry rest tpl. VUl.-ftg,. ,02, right edge; ,03, lefr cdge}. This level corresponds approx- 
imateJy wtth the pavemrnt of the tridia of the antecedent memoria cnclosure. In its upper part 
thej/ju /n/a/xm stylobate has the same thiekness as the nave piers, ca. 0.90 m. Its surface U de- 
r,ncd by a course of bipedals which passes through the basr of each pier. Below the present floor 
are blocked «p with later construction; the lower 
rble sLrTh"'"" • them i, a rcctangular white 

0.85 rn. beneath tlte b.pedal surfare of thr stylobate, dte foundation wall bccomes thicker It, 


r» tbc bJuling to ItadriMi t. bul Paci 


north face is conc calcd by later fouiid,*iu.n,. buUt to uiidcrpin ihc R«riir,ijr lining of ihc nave. Rut 
the south fare sh.iw, a «m back of 0.15 m.; and a liltle l.rlow thU Icvel, the {hlutftm mnscury 
disappears behincl the «truclurc of a coiicn-lc lunnci, biiili to give contintietl act cM to the stairway 
in the memoria complex which Icd to llir spring below and «nithwest of the memoria enrlosnre». 

Indecd, in oieler lo mnkc ihc floor of the Ixuilica Icvel, the low-lying groiind enclose»! by the 
south and wct jterimeter wall fouiidalioiis had to he fdlcsl in with carlli, bnrying the temains of 
the villa and memoria cnclosure. Rut Iw-fore this was done, the wcllliead in the villa courtyard 
wns protecled by a vaulted construction from which a curved passngc vpl. \'1I; |ig. ^7) i,.,i 
horizontally 10 an opening in the perimeter rouiidaiions. Thus the well remained accessible frum 
the oiilside through ihc passage, alihough il was buried scveral mcler* below the basilica floor. 
Bccausc of subsetineiil terracing of the land south of the church, the doorway lo the passage is far 
below the present surface of the ground, but wc presume tlial originally the fall of the land Icli the 
pauage tlcKirway bul litllc, if at ali, below ground level. The well was nol «mly aecesstbic from 
outside the basilica throiigli tliis lalenil lunnci; the well shafl was cxiendrd vertically up lo the level 
of ihc church lloor, so that ihc spring could be leached from inside ihc chunh aa well. h U not 
ciear if the veriital extension is contcmpoianconi with ihc horixontal lunnci, or if il is later. The 
rork-hewii siaii way Icading fiom ihc memoria courtyard down lo the spring was similarly providcd 
with .-i passage through which it could be approachrd from uuiside the basilica wall afler the me¬ 
moria had been buried below ihc lloor. The siimmit of the (liglit nfstrps, parily resitit Icd by the 
encroaclimcnl of ihc nave arcade fnundaiion w.all, was encloicd in a barrclvaultcd t liambcr ilig. 
103) from wliich a vaulted patage 1.05 m. wide and 2.20 m. high Icd diagoii.dly below the /one 
of the aisic and dcbonchcd thrnugh a doorway in ihc perimeter fuundaiion wall a fcw meter, 10 
the West nf cella S. At its liigliesi puiiii tlic extradns of the vault lin abniit u.e,i> m. below clw level 
uf tlie nave arcade stylobate. 


2. TJtf ambuialory 

The tenth pier, althougli oiic entirc bay casi of tlic ambulaltiry curve, ncvcribclcsii marks the 
eiid of the uidinary arc ade of the nave and the brginning of tlie tallcr and narniwcr art ade pecu- 
liar lo ihc ambulatury and lo ihc last of the nave. Whilc ihc ordinary nave piers arc spaced at 
Icasc 3.30 m. apart, lite rcclilincar interval betwecn piers 10 and 11, and tlie curved iiitcrvals 
bctwceii ihc ambiilatory piers, I2 through iG, are cousidcrahly narrowcr, only 2,Go ui 2.70 m. 
Moreover, ihc ordinary nave arches rise 10 an apex 5.70 m. above the present floor, while ilic a(M‘x 
of the ambulalory arches and of arch 10*11 is 0.33 iti. higlier. Howrvcr, ihc contices of ihc pien 
remain at the sainc level as before, and the extra licight of the archivoUs is achirvcd b> highcr 
stilting beisvecn the cornices and the true springing Ipis. \TI; VTII, lungitudiiial seclioiii. 

The foundation wall on wliich the ambulatury piere siand is exposed in the villa excavatiuns 
(fig. loi). At the Icvel of ihc courtyard pavcinciil, where iht: inosaies probably r«l 011 roik, llic 
ba.sr of thr U-shapcd wall is formed with Iwo or (lirce coursct of hig luinps of tufa sct in concrete. 
This part of ihc fouiidatiun wall is 1.30 m. thick and rises 0.33 m. above the vilia paveinent. Above, 
ihc wall is rcduced in thiekness to 0.90 m. and is consinicted in slightiy smallcr picces uf luiii 
unlil it attains a hcight of 3.33 m. above the villa level. From this level to the pavement of tlie 
ba.silica, 3.50 ni. up, it is built in opiu tutatum. The i5cm. ollset in the stylobate wall notcd below 
piers 9 and 10 fades away in ihc region of pier 11, ant) wrst itf this the wall face is more or les. 
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and Ihr liitatum masonry in lltr iippcr pari. 

.V. «iih Ihc intrrxaJj bctwccn pirn. 6 ihroiigli i ..... 

of pier» 10. II and la lic a.oa m. briow presrni Hoor Uvrl. The whur oiarblc «anophapis, 
n ihc tenih and cletrnih pien, whilr thc next intrrvaJ, bctwecn 
ilic elcvTiiili .ind «wr.HU> piers, coniaina a britk-buiit 
ifra\T (figs. 103, irfi cdgc; 110), Hnwcvcr, wc»« and 
north of pier la, tJirouRhouI thr ambulacory. Ihr lii|> 
of dic curved «lylobatc wall lorrcjponcU with Ihr Irvrl 
of thc presrni church floor. Hriuc thr origiiial fluor 
Irvcl serim 10 hasc bren nuu h the samc as it is tod.ny 
in ihr weslrrn pai't of thc ambidaiory; but, for some 
ren.s()n as ycl uncxjdaincd, thc floor lay two inetcrs 
lower in thc arca adjuiniiig piers 6 (hrough 11, cx- 
tending as far as thc cast side of pier la. The kvcl of 
diis sunkrn arca of thr original basilica layutii thus 
corresponds with thc brick pavrmcnt of thc iHclia. 
Thus, thc IruUu inay have remained oprn and acres- 
sibic for a certain prriod of time aflrr tlir ronsiruction 
of ihc basilica. 

The pirrs of ihi: .imbulatory arcades are scen in 
thc wall of ihc lapidarium ifigs. 107, )o8, 109). Of 
piem la and 13 only thc exireine southrast and iiorth 
West romers sun-ive; thc remainder was dcmniishcd 
when a rcctangulur cliambcr was iiucrtrd :fig. 89: it 
was in tum removed after 1915). Pier 14 stands on 
thc center line of tlic basilica; thc removal of some 
later masonr>' which formcrly blockcd thc inirrval bctwecn piers i.| atitl 15 has rcvcalctl frag- 
mrnu of carly rcvcimcnt in which marblr paiicis and dises are imitaccd in fresto ^fig. 111;. East 
of pier j 6 thc original masunry on both sides of thc ambulalnry and aislc disappears in thc 
Iktroquc arrhiirrture of thc Albani chapcl and sacrisiy. Cotisequcntly, wc have no knowlcdgc «f 
piers t7 and 18, but prcsumably thry rorrespond on thc north side of thc basilica with piers 10 
and II 011 ihe souihside; piesumably also, iheir airhc-s rose 10 thc samc Icvcl as thosc in thc rest 
of ihr ambuiuiory, 6.05 m. above thc present lloor levcl, 0.35 in. Iiiglier thati ihc arcadas of 
thc na\-c. 

The ambulatory zonc was thus disiingxiUlicd frotn thc rcciilincar pari of thc L’-shapcd basilica 
by iu laller and natrowcr arcading. It also secms lo have becn dcfmed by some kirid of Iratuverse 
fcaiiirc wliich crussed thc nave at piers 10 and 18, approximatcly where the Baroque chancri arch 
now stantis. ThLs fcaturc Itas disappeared and is represented only by two bnlks of trcnch-casc 
foundation concrete, coinpused mainly of lumps of seite, which pass dowii besiclc thc structure of 
thc anccrcdciil villa. They are rougJily squarc in plan, tnea.suiing abnut 1.80 m., and sym- 
metrically disposed aboui 3,5 m. apart, on ciiher side of the Central axis of ilie church. About 
I m. briow flooi’ levcl thr cast concrete is replaccd by brirkwork which secms more likcly lo bc 
Baroque Ihan antique. The balks look as though they may bc foundatinns for two large columns, 
such as mighl liavc suitaincd a triple ar< hed srrccn. Ncveilhcless, it is ciear ihat this transverse 
clemcni was not an original fraturc of ihe basilica. Thr foundation walls of Ihe perinieter and of 
the ambulatory arcading were buiit up from rotk levcl by ma.sons working frcely iti the opeii or 
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only slighlly liainpcrcd by thc necd «o incorjtor.ilr or evadr ibr wall» of the villa anil .-idjaccnt 
ntaiisoira; but thc foundation balk» were forincd by castini; roncrclr into two ilecp hnln, exiavated 
in the carth fill liriieatb wbicli the villa and inauMiIra bad loiitt hrrn liiniitl. Hrner thc irautvrrte 
fcaturc must be legardcd as an additinn lo ilic original plan of ihe U-shapcd b.ttilieai. 

3, TAc mifUi anadA 

Litilc is now visiblc of thc mw of pien which dividcd ihc nave IVnni ilie luulb iiisle. Wct» ii| 
and 30 were removed when thc Baroque cnlrancr lo the Alb.uti cbaiM*! was buill, but lUeir lower 
courses of u/tar Unalum are vi»iblr fiom the soulh, in ilie nariow road wbicb divideil the two low» 
of Roman toinb», in front nf mausolca not. 5, fi 
and 7 (pl. VTl; fig. 92). As in thr «inlh arcadr, 
thesc jjiers continue down lo a deplh of 3 in. be- 
low the piTsrnt floor levcl beforc rcaching the 
supiMirdng stylobate wall, buill of large unworkrd 
blocks of riibhlc and tctiriinaiing in a course of 
bipedals. Again likc thc souih arcade, the inler- 
vals bclween thc piers are fillcd with graves placetl 
on lop of thc stylobate. M iis basc, thc sty- 
lolsatc wall probably resls on roi k, or |)o»sibly on 
ilic Stic/ pavemeni of the Street of lombt’. Pier 

21 is nowhcic vasiblc, bnl thc north faces rrf piers 

22 and 33 are idcnlifiablc in the wall flanking ilie 
slains at thc wcst ciid of ihc north lapidarium, 

These Icatl down lo join thc ancieni flighi of 
rock-hewt» steps whcreby the catacoinb gallery 
appean lo have becn cnlcred even in thc tlays 
when thc Street of mausolca siood sub dico*. Piers 
24 and 35 have disappeared in Uic icvcnteeiiih 
century coimruclion of an ajisetl side chapel. Srhssibiw.. N-iih able. (a.inu w«i, »!».«*■ 

Finally, piers 26 and 27 (thc nnrtheasl comer (left «d^rl nuriha»u .onwr pier of nave and aruulc» 

pier), buill in thc usual opns lulohim, are pre- 

served in thc waU ol thc north lapidarium (fig. iia). Lbiforlunalely Uic surlaccof thc stylobate 
hetwccn piers 22 and 27 has not becn seen, and iu levcl is not kmiwn. 

These 27 masoniy piers surrounding thc nave in a i:.slui|>ed plan tup|HHie.l ar.liivolu of ra- 
dially-sei bipedals. The inlrados of ilie aiche* llaiikiiig ilie nave loie lo an aiMX 3.70 m. above 
the present lloor, iliose of thc atnbulatoi> ut 6.03 m., thosc in thc rasi wall lo aboiit 7.20 ni.*. Ihe 
spandrcls of llic nave archivolu, exjioscd in thr soulh lapidarium lig. 107), are huilt *>( «pus /iite- 
lum. They are in thc samc vcrtical plane as thc arrhisolt tor alatni threc-quaricrs of thc hciglii 
of Ihc cxlrados; above this levcl, in a /.onc 0.70 m. ii. hriglii, ihc lutolsms wall face is hac ked away. 
Icaving thc concrete rore cxpiwcd. Above iliis /onc thc lisMum wall face is resumrd m a diircrcut 
plane, sci back about 0.25 m. hehind thc fate of ihc archivolts. Prcsutnably the archivolu and 
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iponfliTl» Jtavc Ihr «amr ihickiiMS as rhr ptt-w wJiich support thcm (0.89 m.) and ilic i-oiip i>r 
exposfd rnni retc marks thr ft-sr! at wliich ihc wall ihitlsnrs* wa* irdiirisl in tirilrr lo lighten the 
Htrighl ofrhc rlriramrcy uall; driginnlly (here inust ha\c becn a horizontaJ Icdgc 0.05 m. vvide 
at the t4ip uTlhis *one- TJie leducUon in the thicknc.« of the wail pnilnihJy oicnrs only on the aislc 
»idc tjf iJic arcade, sitice a ael bu<-kwr>iiltl bc 
unsightJy in tlic nave. Hcncc we may c-on- 
eJude that the dercstorcy walJs are about 0.65 
m., or «i/a R. D., thick. The thickness caiintti 
br nieasured directly because tiie wholc ituerinr 
of the clcrestore>' is maskcd by the Barntpie 
dccorations of the nave (pl. 11, transverse 
scction). 


4, Tht rlttts/nny tiyiitdaws 


Tlie exterior of the upper part of the 
's^injfinR dcrestorcy wall rait l>e closely examined by 
standiiig on the aiste roof. The masonry is the 
sanie npui iiuatam as noted in 
the lower parts of the basilica, 
with altenialing courses of fti- 
ftUi and brick; two courses of 
cach material plus four courses 
of mortar have a hrigJii of 
0.305 m. Pink, ycllow and 
red bricks are indisrriminalcly 
mixed and the tuJtUi are both 
ycllosv and biown; hcncc it is 
likely ali the material used 
ivas second hand ;fig. 113]. 
The walLs of this masonr)' rise 
12.60 m. above floor Icvel and 
tbey may even bc slightly 
highrr, sincc ar this heighl the 
anclet) l tiiasonry disapprars 
bchind a Raroque contice. In 
any case, the original liitalum 

rlercsiorey walls jurvive almost to tlic eaves of the present roof {figs. 91, 114). 

.AJihoiigh they arc blocked up, many of the original dercstorcy Windows are identifiablc. In 
thr straighiwallcd part of thr basilica onc window corresponded with carh arch of the nave arcad- 
ing fig. 1)4). On fhc other hand, in the ambulatnry, whcie ihe arcades are tallcr and narrow- 
er, Ihe windovss arc ditpoied above alternate arches, except for the txvo arches llanking the Cen¬ 
tral pici 011 thr long axis of the churth; cach of thesc was surmounted by a clcrestorcy window 
9'/'- Titus thr West end of the basilica had a pair of dercstorcy Windows closc together; thesc 
>»crc liankrd by windowless spares in the diagonal sectors of the ambiilatory curve; then there 
werc windovss above arches ji-iaand 16-17, no opciiings over arches lo-n and 17-18 and, finally, 
a window over cveiy arrh from pirrs 10 and 18 to the easl fa^ade. 
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AU thr drrrsiorry windowx npen at about tbc samr levcl, exrept lor ll«»e of the east fa^allr. 
which itart somcwliat liighcr. riic licighi of thr Windows in ihc loiig «idc WiUU .viul cuivrri end 
wall is .->1 least 2.50 m.; it iiuinot bc accutalely mcasurcd bceauw the window sitU arc hiddeu by 
tbe aislc niof*. The openings of Uic side walls vnry in widili from 1.63 to 1.77 m„ whilc ibose 
of the svesiern cuivc are slightly narrower, 1.48 m. and 1.55 111. The windttw arches are made 
with radially set bricks that are 0.52 m. long i.lig. 113). The arcltivolu are not fully semuircular 
but arc slightly drpressed U) give an rlliptical outiine; tliis ts furlher emphasi/cd at ilw springing, 
wherc Ihc lowrsl arch brick is tilled up and supported by a weilgc-sUapcd unit of the hr.ri/oula'l 
counse, a peculiarity which wc sliall likcwise note in Ihe three window» of the rast fatiade'. I he 
vcrtical side» of the window ojM-iiiug» rnnlinue directly inio the rutve of tlic tnlrado» wlihoul ihc 
ustial sciback (tig. 114). 

5. Tht Mvt faftdi! 

VVhcrcas the outcr east wall with iis five presumed arches has almost disappeared, the corre- 
spontling inner nave wall stili rxisls, sandwichecl betwcen the HarrM|uc narthex and the nave. Stand- 
ing at right angles to the north and soulh side walU, it i* not parallel with the east perimeter wall. 

It was seeii in 1956, when the plasier was stripped from the wcsl side of ihc large chamlRr ovw 
the Bisroque narthex (fig. 115). Duili of opus lislolum ttf the type noted ihroughout the hasiltca. tlic 
wall was picrccd at dercstorcy levcl by three large window» *. The middie window was 1.98 m. 
widc and 3.32 m. high; those on ihc sides wcre slightly smaller, 1,90 m. by 3.25 m. The spring- 
ing of the window arches lies about 11.50 m. above the Iloor of the nave and is inarkcd by a doiibln 
coursc uf brick in Ihe listaium masoiiry. .\x Ihioughoui the church, llic vcrtical line of the window 
jamb merges into the arch without ilie sciback usually found in fourth and ftlih (eniiiry window» 
in Rotne. Again as in the nave, the arcliivolls are slightly depiesscd lo give an elUpiical ouilinc in 
placc of the usual semicircle. This is a deliberate featurc and not a mislake or a consequence of 
settling, bccause at the point wherc the lowcsl arch brick rest» on tlic vcrtical jamb il is lillcd up 
by means of a wedgc-shaped unit in the horir.ontal cuursing (fig. 115), The characterislic, which 
is rcciit rcnt in the dercstorcy, is important for the dating of the church *. The three openings 
werc obvtously clcrestorcy wiitdows opeitiiig iitio the nave above the east aisle, which wa» kiordered 
by tbc outcr and inner east walls. Ckinsequently a roof must have leaned agaiiisl thr inner wall, 
bdow ihc silis of the three windows, but in 1956 thr plaster wa» not stripped lar riiough lo identiry 
the bcam holes. At some point, ihc Windows were blocked: ihe .wiuth and middlc windows with 
irregular masonry of hrick and small tufa stones, leaving a narrow rec lurigiiLar opeiiing which was 
in lurn blocked later, the one lo ihc north with a rcgular maionry in which band» of ilircc or four 
brick courses alternate with singie tufa courses. Also, in liti» window a brick frame outiiiics whai 
appears to have becn a small oculus (figs. 115, 116; see also fig. 90). 

Renratli the window 2onc and iis Ican-to roof, the lower siory of the inner wall oiM-ncd in an 
arcade flaiiked by angie piers at the norlhcasi and southeast corners of the nave. T he exterior 
arris of the north pier stirvivcs incorporaicd inio ihc south wall of the north lapidarium; its soulh 
arris wtis rcvcalcd in 1956 by an upening cui iulo the rcar wall of tbc Baro<itic narthex^. Thus 
il was found that the pier, built in opus lisUslum of the usual type, was a.70 m. long. At a diiiancc 


* See be3ow. 

* KlArrHiMs. dt., y. iia IT. 

> 5w bcliw. |K 143. 

* MAmiu». figi. 13. 13. 
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116. ». Stloniino. Arurrior uf narthex jhnwn)? 
»pringm« of iumlirrnrnoM arrade of riavr fatade 


of g.Sa m. rmtii lliia norlh pier the 
northenst corner of tlic correspond- 
ing South anjjJc pier was sren in 
J95^. •t* "'<15 the springing of llie 
aifiiivoli iibove [fig. 116). Its in- 
tratlns hrgiii» ta tuirve iil a heighl 
of 5,fio 171. above the nas-e floor 
and suggesta a apan of about 3.80 
m. for the arch. The upprr por- 
tions of this arrh and of Iwu other 
archts, orir in ihe center, the other 
to the north, wcre scen in 1950 bul 
could not Wr .survryed exactly 
Howcvcr, the publtshrd plioliv 
graphs anil tiie curve of the .south 
arch, sdll visible at iJie springing, 
stiggesi that its apr.x woiild liave 
rcached a iieight of 7.20 m. atid 
that tiie arende would have resembicd the 
Jiigh and iiarrtm arcades of the ambufatory. 
A similar arch can safeJy be asstimed to have 
spiung froni the nortlieasi angle pier, Icaving 
a distancc of 4.90 tn. bctwccn the Iwo arches, 
liidecd, the apex of the voussoir of the third 
arcJi stili protrudes above the Jloor of the 
upper narthex chambrr cxacUy in the center 
axis of the nave (fig. 115). The right and 
Icft arches wcre blockcd at att carly time in 
an o^iu .somewliat poorer iti quality 

but othcnrisc resembling the masonry used 
(hroughoiit the original structure; remnants 
of Ihc blockiug are stili visible to the north, 
whLIr the blocking to the south was observed 
in 1956* 

'I hc esndeiice then suggesis a rcconstnir- 
tion of the nave fa?adc with ihrec arches, 
siipporled bctwcen the angle piem by col¬ 
urnus or piers only 0.70 m. iluck. Howrvcr, 
the arclies wcre not all alikc. Tliose to tite 
jiorth and south wcre semicirrular with a span 
ol a.flo m,, Icaving a distancc of 4.20 m, bc- 
twecn the two. The center arch does not scem 
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to have had Ihc samc diameter of 2.80 m.; indccd, the inclination of its voussoir bricks suggests 
an exirados about 5 m. wide and thus t.30 m. wider ihan the extratios of the latcral arches 
(3.70 m.; that is, a.flo m. plus iwice the vvidth of the voussoini, 45 cm.). Hcncc ihc center 
arch tnay have been cUiptical, as are many of the archivolts in the nave (South 6; pl. VTII, 
lungitudinal section). On the other hand, the apparenUy wide span of the central arch remains 
dilhcult to rcconciie witii the reconstruction of a triple aperture, and only a broad pier, sur- 
mountccl by a relieviug arch, tnay originally have separated the two latcral arches*. 


* Mattiiujl, r4l,, ]K 113 Aiid p. iii, fiR. iv HJjutrsi» a rciXJiutnKlioii vT ihr vrictnAl fa^Mlc wii)i liui iwu Utend uched upcnafifs 
lepATated by a pier, ni. nitlci hr virw» ihc ihird arch m a Ulcr ioicrl wJiicb rrplacH ihr ccrwcr piet nfirt ihr UUfal upciiMi|i »*tfe ckacd 


^1^ 





















•> 


CORPCS a\SlU«;ARllM CHHi yriARABI u 


4 ) Thk floor nr the ba«M(ia 

Jn fh« cxeavation rampalgn of 1915 and (91G it wai foiind diat Ihc «-nlirt- floor of llic nave from 
the cntranre t«> ihr apex nf ilic nat e wan li/fhtly pac:lc(d wiih graves. mostJy /ormM. occasionaliy 
intenprixed tvith «nrojdiagi • ;%*. 117 ' '«)• sub*equcnl ramjMign» iintil 193« estahlished 

a jimliar carpet ofgiavci in rhe ambufatory, in ihc ndjoining tve»r hay» «f ihc «niili aisJc, in thc 
rast Jialf of ilie noi th aislc and in thc arca nf llic Barotiur nai iJicx • More rerenUy, an cxeavation 
bdorv the jirescnt sacristy fias rcN caled a siinUar p.iviijg with graves in thc arca of thc south aislc 
correspoinJing to the fifih pier •. AII iJirsc Hnds stiggcsi that thc entirc basilica lackcd a pavement 
in the proper sense of ihc term; raihcr, thc floor sva» foimcd by thc slaba with which thc graves 
wcrr coscred. At the samc rime, the larpeting of gravra gives a clue to thc finiction of thc structure, 
hfatiy oi the epilaph.s of thc tomi» aic tfatcd and some wcrr foinul stili m si/u; thus ihcy supjdy 
ifrmiia anu and ik/ yww Ibr thc conslnjcliiin of thc building These clue» an* supplemenied by 
dated epitaphs found iti the niausolca which werc built at an carly time againsl thc perimeter walls 
of the basilica. .Also, il tnust bc recallcd ihal Ilie lop laycr of graves in the wcst half of the nave 
and in ihc ambulatory was preceded by icvcral laycrs of buriais placed bctwccn thc spurs of the 
ambulalory and atop thc stylobate wall from which rise thc piers in that pari of the nave. 

Numeious olher graves and mausolea wcre found north nf thc basilica and in the arca which 
externis fioni its fa^ade casi to the Via Ajipia, that is, in thc former forecoiirl or prccirict court *. 

f) The Ckvpt of Saint .Sp, basti an 

Near thc southcast corner of thc nave a doubic flight of siairs brukeii by two landingx descentls 
into thc Crypt of Saint Sebastian ". The crypt is a roughly reciangttlar room, 10.40 m. long and 
Ifoin 4.30 m. to 3 meiers widc, with its a.\is running cast and wc.tt [pl. VII), and its floor level 
ivugidy 4 m. hclow the nave. .A decp rectangular niche projccts fiom its south wall. At thc 
crypt’s far wcst and two Ilighls of steps, onc broad, thc other nariow, descend from thc nave; they 
end ahoiit i m. above the floor of thc chamber, prcsumably at Ihc level of its original floor (fig, 
j 19). Sincc thc preseni southcast stairs wcrr aircady in use in thc sixtccnth ccnliu-y (and thc 
oidrr double flight consequcntly abandoncd), tlie floor wiis prcsumably lowcrcd in thc Middic 
Ages Oii liie other hand, when thc steps of thc doubic stairs werc uncovered in 1915, they werc 
composed of lornb siabs in sccond iise *■; hcncc they wcre certainiy repaired at an carly ume, per- 
haps iu the carly Middic Ages. Also, of thc two flights only onc is likcly lo bc original, but we do 
uot kiiow which. The walls of the chamber. built of irrcgular 9 //m /ir/aimn and only pardy hidden 
beJiind a scvcntcciiih century sptem of wall piers and vaulis, may antedate thc building of Ihc ba- 
sflica, or they may bc contemporancous witJi it or even somewhat later. In atiy event, thc cham- 
bcr, whilc apparenti) retnodclcd in the Middic Ages, appears origiiially to have beeii a t)-pical 
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martyr » ciyp‘ '• fuimcd hy nidcning a ralacomb gallrry in cirelcr lo iiolair a vcneratrtl «rave 
and prm-ide Sf»acc for a «riiaJI crowrf nrar lliat marl>Tium. Indccd. ihc iiichc to thr miilh a|iprars 
to hav-p «heJicrcd thr jarcophagii* brJirvcd lo br Saiiu Scbastiaii’». raiVd (o its prnirtil locacion 
in i 6 ag IO 1612 *, ThriJUShoui thr MidJIc Age» a «JoubJc allar ro»e in the chambir aml iwo cn- 
irancf», »uU «riblc. Ini inio fiirthrr gallcric» of ihr raiacomb • (fig, I 2 i). 


3. The forccotirt or prreinet court 

An imponant flrmmt of thr biiiliiiiig compirx ha» conic lo lijrhi in the coui-se oi ihc recent 
campaign». -As carly a» ipsi, ihc thnmhnld of a iarge dnor wa» fininci, ai>pan iiil) ia li/u, on llic 
edgc of the \'ia Appia and ihu» aboui 30 m. ra»t of Ihc narthex. It extends in pari bclow the 
modrm ivali which run» along the wr»i biudcr of the roatl, and iu piwilioii corre 4 i>oiiil» cxaclly 
to the axi* nf the north ai.dr of the church. The thrniiold, cxactly 2.95 m. (10 R. ft.) long and 
0.63 in. wide, bear» 011 i(( edge a monogram vrhich alloivs for at leait three reading*: Contlanli- 
nu», Constanliu» or Constan» 'fig. lao). In 1960 Fcmia wa» ablr In »upph-nieni ihi* find wilh 
that of the corresponding door jambs. bolh inscribed with a vrrlii al llariked by M and fi. Thii» 
the door mutt hair brej» a large portal. leading frmn llic Via Apjiia inio what may have hccn ciilicr 
a lorccoun; or a ptecincl court exlending in frtjrii ofilic baailiru and alttng iu llaitk», giving acceu 
to it a» well a* to tome of the mansolea aliiiig it* «idea. 


4, Annrxed buildings 

The iieighborhnod of S. Sebastiano was carly occupied by numerou» funeral monuincnts, and 
tr/fer mnwriar alio ruye 011 (lie «ile tvliere the basilica u’a« lacer butit Some «ucli older nian«nli-a 
outsidc have «urvived, etpecially in the area to the north Aniong iliose whith »lood inside the Cir¬ 
cuit of the netv tvallt, maiiy were ohlitrratcd and hurird bcncath the linor. Ollien, iiolably cella d 
and tomb no. 53 , which lay just oulaidc the perinieter tvall, were incorporated in the «eructure of 
the basilica and Icft to projcct froni it a« annexe». ScaiecI)’ wa» ilie |>erimeter wall complete when 
other allvt memoriar were added, cspecially along the south «idc (pl. VII). The fir«t of tinae, cella 
43 , was entcied ihrough a laygc triple archway aboui halfway along the south side of the basilica. 
The retnains of the triple arcade are stili risiblc in the wall of (he convent staircase, near the cam- 
panilc (fig». 122 , 123 }, and part of its apse has been brnughi 10 liglil «ome 17 tn. lo the south 
beneath the floor of a room in the convent. Celia 43 must have been shnrt-livcd. Il« place WiW 
soon occupied by two sntallcr apsed btiildiiigs, no», 44 and 45 ; from dic style of ihcir brickworit, 
these are ccriainiy not much later ihan the middlr of the fourth century (pl. VII; figs. 123 , 124 ), 
Tlic briclcf are nearly riew and are laid iti accurate, liorixontol coursing with cight cotirscs in a 
heJght of 0.48 to 0.53 ni. These two ccllac arc incorporated in tlie convent buildings, onc as a 
storage ciiamber, the otlicr as the parish chamber. 
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East of cella 4,1 riic» a large ahticUI cham- 
ber, no. 42 , buiit of opto lUltilum ipl. VII). It 
was entered ihrough a vcstibulc wiih iiiclird 
end* (fl /orcipf ); ihc fu^ade of the vcstibulr 
stands some 7 tn. from the toulh aislc of ihc 
biisilica. From ibi localion, it scem» at fiisi 
glancc earlier ihan ilie church; howevcr, this 
cannot be ao, since mausoleum 42 was buill 
against thr Itaiik of mausoleum 43 and ihu.s 

rnust bc later ihan it. Stili furiher east and adjoiiiing mauMileum 42 , ihrre is a loutul structure, 
no. 41 , the so-ralled Mausoleum of the Uranii. It U partly rutk-hrwn and jtartly doiie 
in excellent brirkwork of the «amr high qiialily at mited in ihc mausolca 44 and 43 'fig. 125 ). 
ll is buik against the casi llank of no. 42 and thu» must be Ulrr ihan ibat mausoleum. An rpiiaph 
fuund m situ inside the ivlunda bcan the date 349 and inderd, in iu plan as well a» in iu reUiiun 
to the basilica, cella 41 rccalls sirikingly the rotunda uf S. Cn«iaii/a adjoinitig the huge hasiitt a of 
S. Agnesr f. 1 , m. and of abciut the sainc dateTo Ilie west, the «pace beiwecn mausoleum 45 
and the anircecicni cella 6 was occupied by anolher abtidal cella no. 46 , buill in lite same high 
qualily brickwork as noled cbcwherc. West of cella A ihcrc is a short iiiterval and tlum two more 
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apscd crlJac, i: 


i. niid 49, «nntJ- 
at rijfht angJcj to 
ihc side of ih<- basilicaTliry nrr 
intaci, cvcii to thcir vaiillcd nio&, 
bm thc laliing tcrraiii brings llirm 
inaiiy mctcn bclim ibc basilica noor 
Icvcl, and so il mn-his piobablc ibat 
Ibc survitdng jxn iiom vccrc origitially 
substructure» for cellae uhich slood 
above them at ihc les-rl of thc basil¬ 
ica but have perished. Stili further 
wesi a irapeaoid structure, crila ^o, 
is attachecl lo ibc curved peritneter 
svali of thc ambulatory. It has a triple 
archctl jxirtico facing wcst, luid it 
«hciters a long fligbl of steps which 
ascend Iroiri ivliat must have oiicc 
hem giound level iip to thc 
' basilica floor. Whether cella 
30 niigbt at onc time liavc 
beeii a postem entrancc to thc 
basilica is a questioti which 
must remain opeit for thc time 
bcing. In aiiy CJiso thc triple 
porch was very soon blockcd 
iip and tumcd inio llie cast 
side of yct another absida 1 
cella, 110. 51; thc “ Placonia ”, 
which was crccled in honor of 
the martvT Quirinus ac thc 
rnd of the fourth ccntur>' 
;rig. ia6). 

Similarly, nuniemus mau- 
solea existed north of thc ba¬ 
silica. Howcvcr, thc mauso- 
Ira to thc suuch were attached 
lo eacli other and to thc flank 
of thc main stninturc and 

hcnce later in date, whilc those lo the norih were scattered over a wnde arca, independent from 
each oUjct and ffom thc basilica and frcqucntly antctlating it. Two such earlicr mausolca were 
incorporaied inio thc norih flank of thc churrh, whilc a third, a columbarium of thc iirsl or second 
ceutury A. I)., was cut in half by tlie construedon of thc Albani cbapcl •. A far larger nuinber of 
funerary siructurcs rose at st^imc disiance IVom dic basilica, from live lo over lliirty meter» away 





aiul a» fiir norih as thc cdgc of Via dcllr Sctic Cbie.se Buill t.f reliruUtr, brick-faced concrete 
or opHi liilalum, lliey range in date from first century (olumharia to large maiuolra shcllcring fnurth 
century sarcophagi; and ihey vary in plan frorn rcctangular chainbers lo apsed ctiai>rls, iricimrhs 
and rotundas ■'. .\mong thc laliei, ai leasl onc was providcd wilb clemtnrcy Windows and en- 
vclopcd by niches cncloscd in a lowcr ring, :« indit.ilcd by Lafrery’» rngraving ;fig. 901, 


F. RECONSTRLCriON 


I. The ccmctcry arca 

A recoiislruclioti of thc funerary area, both bcfnrc and after thc building of thc memoria complex 
and thc later basilica, is bcyond thc scope of our invcstigaiion. It will suffice to meniion that ihe 
arca bclosv and norih of the basilica wa» den»ely occupicd by pagan burials a» carly .as thc fim 
and .sccond centuries; it continucd in use by both pagans and Christians tiuring thc third anil 
fourth centuries, and at the same time thc area expanded south and eaat; it was designated n<i or in 
catucumhiii, “ near the depresston ” (i.r. ihc dip in the Via Appia; xiiice ihat lime or bcfoir * ; 
liually, its Christian occiipadon continucd in ihc lihh and sixih centuries. I his dcvelopmcni U 
attested by thc carly eolumbaria to thc north; by thc Ihrce mausolca of thc sccond century grouped 
ahout thc arenarium; by thc Street of columbaria antl lomb chamber» below thc arca of thc north aislc; 
by thc Christian occiipadon of formcrly pagan strurtures in the fourth century to thc north of thc 
basilica; by thc Christian mausolca attached to its south Hank, by the catacomb gallcrics rxicndiiig 
below its floor as well as msi and south; and finally by epitaplis dating from thc fourth through ilie 
later sixih century, found inside the basilica and in thc mausulea south and north 


2. The Memoria Apostolorum 

The memoria complex formed pari of tliis funerary arca which by thc ililctl century, ifnoi beforc, 
had included Christian occupants. It was a rcctilincar cnclosurc, locaicd oii thc icrracetl hilUiilc, 
sixly-odd metere from thc Via Appia (figs. 94, 95). A stairway led tlown to it frtim a higher terracc; 
roHghly at thc lc\'cl of thc present church floor, which extended in thc dircction of thc Via Appia. 
The stairway lerminatcd below in thc southcast comer of an opeii courtyard, more or less leveled 
by tcrracing and paved. In thc nortlmest corner of thc court there wiu a small niched moniiment, 
its niche facing .south and flankcd by small brick rolumns, stuccocd and painted to rcscmblc mar- 
blc. Adjacent tu ihe Southwest comer and cxlending uiitside thc area of thc court, there sluud an 
apsed exedra (cella d), its dislylc fa^ade coinciding wiih the perimeler wall of ihc encloiure. Near 
tlie middle of the court a flighl of steps descended iiito the carth, Icaditig to a spring of water in a 
rock-liewn cliamber. The memoi ia enclosure was bounded to thc north by thc rcar wall» of mau- 
solea in the Street of tombs. To the west a buundary wall scparaicci thc courtyard from the area 
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of thc Roniaii villa, which slood on b much lowcr Icwl. To tlic tiiirlh anri r.njf ofihc court stood 
t>io rwifwl The jicuthcrn oiic i* poorly preserved. The e.im loggia ro»c One »lep higirher 

Ihaii thr rourlyard and wiis arcrwihlr fnim thp clesrendinj^ «r.virway thfou^h a nairow door. It» 
froni had fKx> pim. ivhile it» rcar and ride w.tUs M,Trr covcrctl witli gardrn frcscoca, Ihc fornirr 
defaccd by hundiccU of /paffiii invokiiif; thc Princea of thc .\[io»ilr< 


3. The basilica 

In nuat ivsperi» thc original form of the basilica and thc layoiil of it» siirrniindings can l>p 
established uithout much doubt. A i-onriy^ird extctidcd from thc Via Appia toward thc fa(;ade 
nf the hasilica ifig. ifo). It mtut have bcen closcd along thc road by a wall, a» indiialcd by thc 
find of a ihrrxhoW and thc pertinent jambi of a gate ffig. lao)'. The pusition of thi* gate, oppo- 
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north, caai and snuth, 1 
Tlicir arrhrs, » 


tlinued to the wcs, tiy thc unbrokrn curve of the ambidntory arcade». 
-■--- e n.ive but stUietI in the tallcr and nanower arta.l« of botb 
n rcctangular pier», all of the same width and iprininaliid by 


ambulaiory ami eas, aisJe, roted e 

timj,le brick comice». Oniy thc arcade lowards' thc ea»l ,sulc dtOrred, being romp^c.7rithlr 
of iwo arches carned by a vdde cctucr pier or of threc arche» «uppoi ted by iwo very ilnitler 
pier» or by a jiatr of column»'. Likc tlic aicade». the clermiorcy zonc rnvelopcd the navr 
on all sides. It eontained one vvindow above cach of the ninc ai'c.sdn on cach lidc of the nave 
while in thc cuiveil ambulatory, Windows and blind spacc» altcrnatctl above thc right atsadei’. 

The short eas, aisle opened ,0 thc ouiride in five arches, wliile threc Windows pivired thc nave 
Wall above che roof of thc aUlc. 

The basilica wa» crowded in on all side» by mausolca ;pl. VTl; fig. 90). Twn wcre attachctl 
to thc cast Wall, one al cither end. At lt-a»l six were buill againsi the loulli flank, while iwo more, 
nos. 41 and 42. were separated from il by a narrow corridor. All these mausolca (extept cella d 
on a much lowcr Icvel) were Uter litan thc bnsUica, if only, at with maitsolcum no. .(3, by a fcw 
yeant. On thc other liand, a large area north of ilic Isasilica was orcupied by icaltercd mausolca; 
some of these antedated liic basilica, and two of them, no». 51 and 53, were incorporaicd inio 
thc new coiutnirtian. 

The funerary character of tlic basilica itielf i» well ciiablislied. Indccti, il wa» nothing but a 
covered gravcyaid, a coemUrium svbltgtatum, iniended for buritd and funerary h.-inciucl» anti fo- 
cused on thc tnemoria where thc Priiiccs of the Apnstirs liad becn ronimemorated as early as 25B 
A. D., if not bcforc. Il» entire inside perimeter wall, excepi for the ea», aisle, was Uncd with licre 
of btirial foevli arranged in artarohiim-like cmbrastircs; there were llirrc lient above and up to five 
ticrs bclow tlic present floor Icvel. Thus in both ihc ambulatory and tlic wcsi portion of ilie souih 
aisle, thc lowcs, IdcuU in these embrasures lie 2.60 m. bclow tlic present lloor, only slightly higher 
than thc Icvel of thc inemorial courtyard and corresponding exactiy to ihc top of thc stylobale from 
wliicli thc nave arcade» of the basilica spring; the boiiom lucului wouid have becn a trench 0.55 m. 
decp at tlie base of the arcosolium. Hencc, there must have l>cen a siage in ihc liistory ofthe basilica 
when at Icasi part of its floor wa» coii»iderably lowcr than it i» loday; oihcrwisc ncitlier ihc lotuU 
bclow present floor icvel nor the sarcophagi ajid format plared atop the nave siylobiitc wouid have 
becn acccssiblc. Altu it must bc lecalled ihat the only ancient floor found in tlic liasilica, both 
in its eas, and its west portions, lay onJy 0.27 m. bclow ilic modent nave Icvel and con«i»ted en- 
lircly of thc cover slabs of the tighlly packcd graves directiy bclow the present floor '. In Ihc eas, 
part of thc basilica and in thc portico these graves formed a singlc layer, while in thc west part of 
the nave and in the ambulatory ihey were stackrd in scvcral iters ». Many of the lomb slabs in 
thc top layer were dated; the carlicst ia nla, of 345, wa» found in the casi part of the souih aisle 
bclow the present sacris,y while another «ne, of 357, lay in thc wcs, pari of thc nave abtsve the 
area of tlie memoria courtyard ‘. Numerous others tiirncd up in fraginciits scailercd throughout 
Ute nave and aisles *. VViihin the roiiiexl of its funerary function it also bveomes uiidcntandablc 
tha, throughout thc centuries the catacomb gallrrics below its lloor and to thc north rcmainctl 
acccssiblc from thc basilica by means of thc Crypt of St. Sebastian *. 

In considering the original aapcci and floor Icvel of thc basilica and its subsequent changes, a 
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,,umhrToffarii.n. must thcrcforc br rrfoneiJcd: n) »bi- immoria complrx. whi<l. aiilcdalcs ihc 
bfl.dJ.Va and J.« about 3 mr.trs bdov^’ thr pnsc.c nave Irx-el. nvju boutided fo ihe w«t by a Irrracc 
fha« wai far highrt llian ihr memoria, thoiig:). not much, if ai all, briow ihc pr««cnt nave Irvelj 
in the baiilica, «lie laevli and ilie atylobate indicate ihat the area.i fd' «iir ariibuiatory and Ihc 
««t half of the naw aml aisles werr al a leixrj abom a m. bclow the present pavemrnl: r) tlic 
rruiains of ihc memoria cnmpJist and of ihc adjacent mausoJea v,ere lefl slandin» iicarly Io present 
nair leve/ and fbn» to a hcight far aUive iJic loeuU aml slylobatcs in Ihat part of the basilica; d) a 
pavemeni iif lombsiabt al ihc present Icvcl e*i*lrd in the cast pnrt of ihe Inuilii a «inre al leiisl 345, 
in ihe wcit pari since at least 357. T« exjdain these seemitij{iy irreeoneilablc facton wc have 
to asflumr ifiat Ihe basilica iva« buill exprcisJy as a biirial sile and originally had no common level 
anii obvious/y no patement. It consistcd oniy of wall.i and arcades, wiih roofs covering the area 
of the memoria «:omple.\. the adjoining valley Io ihc wcst and the higher lerrace toward the Via 
Appia 10 ihr easi. Uithin Ibis area ihe ambulaiory and the west portions of ihe nave and ,-sisles 
orc)ipii»l a lett:! corresporiding lo ihe lowesi lier of lamii and to ihc stylobate of ihe nave an ades. 
On Ihii Icvel, the remains of ilic tridia werc lefl siaiidiiig over two meiers high, while ihe memoria 
nnjriyard may have beer, filled in Icvcl svilh ihc stylobate. On ihe oiher hand in the easl ])orliuns of 
ihe nave and aisles, pivsnmably from (he outsct, the level eorresponded closely to the present one, 
which in tum is roughly fhal of the old lerrace casi of ihc memoria complex. One wouid likc to 
chiiill: tliat ihc tivo Icvcls in the nave wei-e liiikeil by slairs, hiil il rrmain.s unelear how ihw foniieclion 
w-as establishcd. Truc, the flight of slairs which descended from the tcrrace to the Iritiia from the very 
beginniiig may lias e remained accessiblc after the basilica had been buill. llowevrr, thii siainvay 
was situated in ihe area of ihe soiilh aisie aml was cui ulf fixjni ihe nave by ihe foundalion svall of 
the nave atca.de. Hcnce, it wouid have led to the lowcr level in the zonc of the alsie and ambu- 
laiory, bui Ihe pari nf the memoria complex in ihe nave wouid have remained iiiaccessible. The 
memoria complex and the enveloping ambulatory wouid thus have formed a kind nf open eonfefuio 
al Ihc wc-si emi of Ihe sirucrun-, ciii in iwo by itic tlividiiig rouiidalion wall of the arcades, and the 
veneration of ihe memoria niche may wcll have continucd for some lime wiilun the iwo-levcl cov- 
errd graveyard. 

U'lien ihe ininb of rhe boy Faiugy rius and a number of oiher graves in iu close vicinily werc 
placed on ihc present Icvcl, high above ilie memoria cotiiplex bul wiihin its area *, burials within 
Ihe low-Iying portions of the graveyard had apparentiy risen four and five laycrs. Hence, Ihe lop 
layer in the west part of the structure breame Jevcl wilh ihc singlc layrr ef graves in Ihe higlicr 
east pari. Thus ihe era of a iwo-lcvelcd basilica gasx way lo the one-lcvel stage, wliich apparcnlly 
Jasied into ihe .Vliddle Ages. On the Icvcl of the preseiii nave, one layer of graves formed a contin- 
uous carpet extending from the narthex 10 ilic apex of the ambulatory. This siage svas obviously 
reached by 357, ihc year of PanigvTius' dralh. Since the small grave of ihe boy wa.s apparentiy 
squeczed in betivccn pre-existing graves, il is reasonablc 10 assume tlial the lowcr portions of the 
graveyard had been fdled in even earlier, perhaps bctwcen 340 and 350. 

In all lilielihood tlie Crypt of SainI Sebastian belovv the southcast sector ol' the nave already 
exislcd and was atxessible when the basilica was first laid oul (figs. 119, lao), Prcsumably it was a 
martynun rhamber from the outsct and shcliercd ihe grave of SainI Sebastian. As was cuslomary, 
it was probably enlarged from a gaJIcry of the caiacomb wJiich extend-s bclow the east part of the 
nave and forccourt and branches out btdow the graveyard to ihc north. At the samc lime, the 
thamber might have served, as it did ihroughout ihc Middie Ages and stili does, as an cntrancc to 


C. <l.i. 


__ n. SbBAVIIAMn I 

Ihe caiacomb*. As early at ihr Iwginning of ihe f.ftli ccuiury parapeis wric srt up inside ihe 
«hamber, iiuluding iliai d.malwl by «he presbyter» Pna linu» imd Ursus • .fig,. ,aR. ,,,,, The para- 
pel» prolMbly encloied il.e ir.mb and perhaps an altar surmountinK ii, like ihe one which exisirtl in 
the marimum cliamber of Sainl loiwrence *. 

On Ihr center axis ..f ihe nave, jusi rasi of ihc reai wall of ih.- IfUli» and north ot ihe stei» 
dcsccnding intn ihc crypt of Saini Scbaslian, a bl.K k .d ihrec sarcophagi was inserled ai n hiler 



cime among ihe original graves ;fig. 117*, nm. 5, 6, 7}. While ihe majoriiy of giave» mu iinrih and 
toulh, Ihc tlircc sarcophagi face duc wesi and die middlc nne it maiked in Car.ilingian Iciirring 
•• Pmiami ” *. It is above these sarcophagi ihai the altar of Haiiit Pabian rt»e uiiiil ihr lime t.f 
Panvinio ‘. Obviously this altar as il ap|)earrd in the lixiecntli irmury caniiol have anirdalcd the 
Ihrec sarcophagi. Il may wcll have l>ccn a medirval coiutruriiMi. However, il iiiighl liavc laken ihc 
place of an earlier altar, nol dedicated to 81. Fabiati biit poaihly ihe high aliar .d the cliun li, 
which did come beforc the ihrec sarruphagi. Indccd, in 1511 tlie aliar of Saini Pahian, ralhrr 
than ihat of Saini Sebastian in ihe was siill ihr high aliar ol ihc cliurch *. Morrover, phu ing 
the altar in ihr tiave apparcnlly ns rured in Rome in ihe fourth ccniuiy, bul iiul laler^ ,\l S. 8e> 
bastiano, this ptssilion may have been furihrr driermined by Ihe prrsrnce of llie memoria complex 
on ihc lowcr level in the fini two-level structure. In any eveni, ihc plai iiig of ilic altar of Saint 
Pabian in ihe nave, far closrr lo tlie fa^ade than lo ihe apie, it an riemetii not ui ijc disrrgardrd in 
envisaging the early ttruciurc. 


4. Later remodelinga 

The chiircli of S. Scbaitiario undrrwmi iit major Iraiufurmalum wlien ibr arcadr* ol’ihr nave 
werc blocked The ambulatory and bolh aiilrs werc ihut rlimiiiatrd and ihc church wai rrduccd 
lo the nave alonc. The soutli aitlc and the adjoiiiing mausulra werc occupicd by a medieval con¬ 
veni. Thcy were iransformcd and intorporaied inio iu buildingt incliiding a large rcfcclory and, 
near ihe Cranivcrsc cenier axis of the nave, a rampanilr. Thr ambulatory and llu: wcti seilton of 
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ihr noriJi «i«Jc wtrf s(iU itandinfr, in largL- pari, at fhr rnd «f «he sixtcrnth rrntiiry ffijj. po). Pre- 
iuniahi>’ in ilic samr mrrtieva/ rcmodcling, Ihe «.olcimiatltd poitji luiutvn /rom dnia-iplioitl and 
oarJy »'irui wa« addrd Id ihc fajadr of ihc nave •, wluic somc of Ihc nave Windows wcre wallcd up, 
travinp smaller Windows in .a number of the blockings 

Thf rcniodcJjti£ undertaken by Caidinat Borghrur ^ Irfl ibe biiilding «tructurally iinrtiangrd. 
Ii >va> limilcd 10 ihf adriititm of a dome wilh siipporiinir .aivh and pier» over thr chanrei hay, the 
toiuiruccion of tbr pnr-wnl narliicx and upper ch.nniber and llie rrdecnratinn of the nave wall*. 
A/so at thal fime the rrmairunK otfginaJ cJcreitore)- Windows were Idm lced and rcplaccd by the 
prcient squarish windnws. 


C. CHRONOJ.OCV 

1 . The Memoria 

Tbc date of thr fust lar^e Chiisiian structure on the site, the memoria complex, cati bc csiab- 
lished wiihin narrow JimiLs. U'hm its courtyard war laid oui, tlic inansuletim of the Innoccntiores 
bnatne inaicEssibJe, and a (fralfitn in tlial maiisoleum, bearin^ ihc date 249 A.D. rslablishes a trr- 
muuufif.r/ fuem for the memoria cncloiure *. On tlie other hand, dic /fralfiio of 2fio A.D. nn the 
rear walJ «f thr Iriciui ealablishci a Irnniiuu MU qutm \Vithin ihcsc limiu, Ihc iiotice in the Dtpv- 
titi» Mtilfnm luppJcmenied )iy the MarfjTvhgmm Huwrymi-tman provide» the likcly date of 258 
A.D. for the layout of tlic complex ‘. It i» bcyond the scope of this Ctrpus to consider Ihe exact 
raeaniiiff of the nodee, tiiat is, wliether it refers to Ihc transfer of relies of Sainls Puer and Paul, 
the tninder of ihcir festivaJ or thr revival of an oidcr culi on the site 


2 . The basilica 


*) The oktGLtAL Bwuiiyr. a 


I TMS. MAUSOI.EA 


A Umimu MU ftfm is teadily establi.shed for the conatruction of the basilical covercd gravcyard. 
The cartemmoai matisoJcum along the south flant, Ihe roiunda of iJie Uranii, no. 41, contained 
w rihi an cpiuph of 349 *. The roiunda wa» buiJt againsi ihc earlicr cast waU of mau.iolctiin 42, 
and ihis in lum rcsied againsi the flant of the large apsed niausolcuiu 43. Tlie latter, onc rccall», 
opened in a triple arch otiio the south aisle of the basilica and was biiill either simuliatieously wilh 
the south aisle or slighdy later. Hence, ihe basilica m.tsi luve been btiili somc lime before 349. 
Simila/ly. die poridon oMhe grave of Panigyrius in the lop layer of/emwe, higli above dio memoria 
oiclosure, njggwis ihai by 357 quite mme time had becn spcil in filling ihe loiv wcsicrn por- 
iionj of fhe basilica wilh four and five laycn of grave» “. But nolhing indicate» whether it was a 
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f. SEBAjniANU 


frw year» or a frw dciadrs heinrc 3.19 and 357 ihal building waa sianed. Nor dois the mnno- 
gram on ihe threshold of the prnrinct gale near the Via Appia provide anylhing bul the vagiiest 
UrmiBos ad: jts rcading — Constantinus, Constans or Coiistanliut - remaini in doubi, and thus 
iis date is some time bclwcen late in 312 and 361. livcn if llie readings Constans or Constantius and 
thus a date citlicr bclwcen 337 and 350 or bclwccn 350 and 361 wcre certtun, liie basilica miRht 
well antedate the prccinci and it» gate by quite some time*. Similarly, the evidence U vague re- 
garding a posaiblc Inminui fiau qwm for iis cotulruclion. li ha» bren pointed oul thiit none nf ihc 
graiTni in the IricUa contain the chtitm and ilial ihe memoria complex tlierefore was probalsly no 
longer arcessible after 313, wlieii ihat symboi became rommonly acccpletl; but argumenta tr uUnlio 
are dangerous. Tlie samr hold» of a suggcsiion made verbally liy F.nrico Joii; hc hu poinlcd «ul 
Ihat the strnrturc ia not menuoned in thr l-iber Ponlifieatir, neither in the faitigrnphy of Svlvexicr, 
which deais willi Constantine'» foundationi in Rome, nor in ilioae of Popn Mark aiitl Julius 1 . 
Thus, he concludes, it miglu antedate CiinsLaiitiiie and date from the rcign iif Maxentius, ibat i», 
under Polies Marcellus, Eusebiua or Miltiades*. 

The style of the mawinry in itself is of littlc help. Alternate ismrsea of tufa and biick with the 
»amc proportion of mortai are 10 bc found in Roman architecture fitim the time of Seplimiiu Se¬ 
verus li> Ihe fifth century. Ncvcnhcicis onc small factor in ihc structure of ihc basilica may b« 
significant. The u»c of clliptical window aichrs is iincommon and nem» lo bc a pcrsonal 
idiosyncrary of the architect; hc also uaed an ellipse fnr Ibe plan ol' ihc ambulatory urcade. Con- 
sequeiilly it i» of somc imporunce thal prccisely the satne characlcrisiic is protcnl in the arches 
whicli span the omamental niches suriounding the Central pier of the toinb of Romulus, lon of 
Maxentiu», which stand» opposite the Imilityi nn the other side of the Via Appia, lu date of con- 
stniction, 310 to 311, i.» well esiablished Morcover, for whai it is worlh, it may bc noted iliat 
the peristyli; siirrounding Romulus' tomb has masonry very similar to that ol' the basilica. Hcrice, 
it scems probablc that the architect who ilesigneil Romulus, tomb wai also lesixnisible fttr the 
Basilica Apostolorum. Irideed, it doc» not secm at all impoasible that consiruclion wa» started 
bctwccn 310 and 313; Maxentius' tolcrancc in rrligiou» matter» is well known *. The prccinci 
wall alotig V'ia Appia may well have becn complctcd bctwccn 337 and 330, innre or les» al the 
time when ihc two-level plan of the basilica gave way 10 iu onc-lcvcl stage. Duc the basilica iiielf 
is a uniform construclion erected in otie comparativejy shori building )>eriod *. 

Tlic mansolea along the south llarik of the rormrlrriion ntiltglalum ad caUuwnhai (cxcept cella 6, 
on the tliird century levcl of the memoria complex) all rose in the counie of the fourth century. 
The large mausolcum 43, built either simultancously with the south wall of the basilica or slighlly 
later, wa» apparencly the siariing point. From ihcrc the maiuolca devcloped boih c-ist, terminat- 
ing prior to or in 349 with ihe rotunda of the Uranii, no. 41, and wcit, where they end with 
the Platoiiia, a large mausoletiin built by Pope Datnasu» (366-384) in memory of the Princes of 
the Apnstles *. The Platonia was apparently intended a» a favorite burial placc for outstaiidiiig 
members of the Christian commuiiily, but it rcceivcd ncw significance when, under Uainasui 
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or Jighrly Uter, «hr relies of ihe martyr Quirinus wcrr depositfd hrir afirr ilrcir transftr rrmn 
SiKia in Par.n.vuASimilarlv. Saini £utychi.i«’ buria) pla.r in Ure catacomb or pt««ibly in its 
eotrancr .hamber, ihe CYypi of Saint Sebastun, w.v rommemorated by Dumasui in an inscrip- 
fion ». 'JTic grasr of Saiiil Sebastian, piciumably in ihat samr r-nlranci: cliambcr, had inuaibly 
aJso bwn iTDcralfd ftn quite *om«- time when, under Inniurnt I, it was dccoratcd or emlnacd by 
a ir»«oi gis-en b> iJie twi piesbyters, Proelinus and l-^rau»; Ihcir dcdicatory insr ripiion suffgcsts 
abo that the titufus incorporated inio SS. Ciovaiini e Paolo, had by thal lirtie, ifnot before, 

been pljurd in chaigr of ihe memrtrmi* “ (flRS. laS, I 2 <)). 

CrnainI) by tbr fifth cenUiry, w hen tJic last, oltviously added. paragraplt of ihr Bassio Qjiirim 
Mna «ompoaed, ihr nunwrtfWwiw hait liei omc knowti aa the Aort/ir-i apo^Mamm Tliis lemi and 
mrUtia afitsUfUTvn irmained the oiTu ial designation* as late a* the ponlifuaie tif Haitrian I ^ But 
w cari) at the sesenili csnitury" it hati iinoJlifially bccome Ilie ” Kfltsia sancti Sthasliaiu ” *, and this 
ritie has remained es er since. 

*) LATtJC BF.MODEU.NOS 

The exteni of the repairs iinderlaken mi the church by Hadrian I i» stili unknown The major 
remodcJing of the < hurrh, the blocking of the areades svhirh rcsulted in cutring oli' the aisles and 
ambulatury, hai occasionaJly besrn aitributcd to his pontificale but il aclually dates cnnsidcrably 
later. It probably loolc place in the late tsvelRh or early thirteenth century ®, when the aiea of 
the Miuth aisle was occupied by the buildings of a convenc, including (hc catnpanile. ’l’lie ma.sonry 
of thesc structum i» aptfa saneiatsca and solid brick in the losver pari.s of ilte eampanile; altcrnadng 
UiiicU of trasicrtinc blocks and bricks are useti in the upper wall of the adjoining wingt". Botli 
these tcchniques are custoniary in Rome in the twclfth and thirteenth centuries The windosvs 
of the clcrestorey may weJl liavc been blocked at the same time, as suggeAled by lite sliapc of Ihe 
small Windows inierted into the blocking of the origiiial fa^ade sviudows. I.ikesvise, tiie portico 
whirh exiendcd in front of the nave prior to i6uq bears ali tlie lialltiiarks of a thiriccntli centiiry 
Roman nanhex, illtmrated for instance by S. Giorgiu Iu V'elabio tuid S. Loren^o f.l.m.". Tiie 
consecration by Honorius 111 of the altar of Saint Sebastian in the crypt tmd the altar in the apse 
may have marked the end of this buiJding campaign; howcs er, construction may have taken place 
in ses-eral pha.ses over nearly a century, as possession of the church shiRed hrst to the Cistercians 
and then to the Lateran Canons 

New repairs became necessary in Ihe course of tJie liJrcenth century, bul Ihey sverc apparettlly 
minor, ineJuding brick pavemeiil in the nave and portico and perhaps a ncw frame for the main 
door which led front ihe portico into the church 

The last nujor rebuiJding, under Cardinal Rorghese, need iiot be discussctl t‘. 
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H. HISTORICAI. POSITIO N 

S. Scbastioiio, the dasilica a/Milalanm on the Via Appia, clearly Ix-Iongs to ihc group ofcoscrixl 
graveyards, coemeteria luiteg/ata, which wcre dlsrtivcred and idcntificd in the t95o's along the 
great roads of the Roman Campagna: SS. Mari-ellitui e Pietro on the Via l.abicana; the /milica 
maior of S. Lorenzo f.l.tn. on the Tiburtina: Ihe coemeterium Agnelis on the Nomentana*. A fourth 
structure of the same type has been found in the Villa dei Gordiani on Ihe Via Prcncsiiiia; hui it 
has been neither fiilly exravated nor identified as to name, date or funciinn The plan, ilate of 
cniistruelion and funclion of the other three are kiiown, and ihcir elevalion can he rccoiutnicted 
with some assurance. As pointed out prchiously *, ali werc L’-shaiied, with ihcir aisles ctiveloping 
the apse as an ambulatory. They wcre all basilicas, ihcir clcrestorey walls cariied by lows of sup- 
]>0HS, either piers or columns. They wcre very Lirge indccd, and they ihiic from Constanlinian 
times, if wc takc the term in its wider sense, that is, bctwccn 330 and 350. They all rose on im- 
perial esiales and were covcreil with graves, siinounded by tnausolca and located cliisc to the grave 
of a martyr in a ncighboring catacomb. Finally, they were all designed to provide spacc for the 
dead and the living; for buriai, funentl banquets, asscmblirs near the martjrium and the celcbra- 
lions of Ihc Kucharist on the Saint's day 

S. Sebastiano shares with these buildings all es.sential clements: the funclion, the U-thaped plan, 
the location near a great road, the piers (they are comparable 10 liir piers found at SS. MaccclUno 
c Pietro) and the size: its Icngih of 73.40 m. is somewhcre bctween thal of SS, Marcclliiio 
e Pietro (63 m.) and S. Agnese and S. Lorenco (97 and 99.80 m. respeciively;. However, in 
some points it is sct off from the rest of the group. None of them has so far shown any tracn iif 
loculi hcld in place by hn walls along the inner Banks; and in none is the marhnum enrlcMcd 
within the nave as it was the case in S. Sebastiano. Both of these features may have been engen* 
dered hy the forination of the terrain, which prosdded spacc on lite stcep cast slope from ihc vallcy 
bchind the basilica to the Via Appia. But they may also bc indications of an early date and ihtu 
might be features elimiiiaietl in the later examplcs. indeed, S. Sebastiano, nne rccalls, may 
antedate Canstantinc's rcign by a fcw years and thus be the firsl of the coemeteria luhleglatn, 

Finally, it is worlh noting that S. Sebastiano is the oniy coemcUrium iuiUglatum to survive with 
but littic structural chaiige. The oiher covered graveyards all were abandoned oncc ihcir origiual 
funclion, buriai and funcral banquets, had bccome obsolete. In ihcir placc as a nile, basilicae 
ad corpus, crcctcd over the ncarby grave of the martyr, became the rcal tuli center, as al S. Lo- 
reiiao iti 579 lo 590 and at S. Agnese, 635 to 638. S. Sebastiano remained in t oniinucd use, csm 
after the last buriai had taken placc in 567, bcratisc it coniinucd to bc a cult center. It is true 
tliat the memuria aposlolorum, its original raison d’e'lre, liad been filled in, probably as early as the 
iniddlc of the fourth ceiuury; but it also shcUcrcd, probably from the outset, the grave of the 
mart}T Sebastian, which remained acccssible as did the grave of Quirinus, transferred there in 
the last third of the fourth century. Hentc, from its very beginning it was nol oiily a coemeterium 
subteglatum compleinentaiy lo a nearby martyrium, but alst> a basilica ad corpus cnclosing a marlyr't 
grave. This combination may wcll cxplain the survival of the building. 
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Cavno* and I. XojauA, S. SiUa^in in CapiU [Li Cliuit ili Rvma illuirralt, 73), Rome. 1963, witli extensit-e 
btbliography (rited hetraffer as GAVAtia-ToElCA). 
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1. AniaiNT Pwrmtrnon». 

PAXVixtu, SrMarie, Kottif, Valiraji Ultrary', Vat, Jat. 6780, f. 68. 

CeoKlo, ScMctia, Rome, Vatkan Libiar)-, Batb. lat, a 161, f. 22. 

Rtmii, Dfitripha alilual w/e.Mnt», Rome, Vatican Library. Vat. lat. tiaxt, f 40 
OiAtiirm, «p. n/., pasiim. • 

CAJUATTt. tp. ril., paaxim. 

Rome, An bivio di Sialo, dorumcut* ciied in Gavnor-Toiucv p 54 ff 

Bauito. Thaalnm t:,U, Ranaa. t. X\ III, Romr, Vadeat, I.tbrao’, Vat. 1«. „884. f. 33 ff 

^t.r.tu«. Rotnr, Va.kan Library, Vat. lal. 9,67 f. »33 ff. 

SnvaRwn, SrWarn-, Rome, Vatican I.ibrar>. Vat. Ut. 10553, f. 67 f 




s. SILVEriKO 




1,PI 


'♦74 


1518 


>.Vii 

'577 

'.5*1' 

'503 


1619 

162.3 
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JIOKVMOI.», Hlietch virw vl tburth, pcn and ink; Sttorii map, 

Rrd. 77 :Dt Rnwi, naati, pl. 4!. 

and t22 A iUAVXOR-ToEO A, fi*. 31. 

di ,¥. .fi/ivAt» r « ar erdoov anaia trrti otilifia "| ptruumalily oeeupyinK 'bc die 0 
and conveni and tUli viciniiy, prn and ink; Londan. Rayal Initlluir of lUliUI. 

Hntlinstun Collecliun, X. f. 17 tl.AwaAi»i, «p. ed,. 1894, pU „.,4; , 4,, 

licAiU di .Indrea PallaJta, Naples, 1959, p, 61, no. 13 and fi*. 68; our 8«. fi.,!, ' 

. M»P of R'"»* («d. F.itxit,'ftima *| ompv di 




». Rnui 


1. 86, n«. 331 


(luUia fll, Rome, Igii) 

UurlKAoI.Antkav. View tif church and nionaitcry, enEinvin*; Map o/Rume Ird. linii 
ftima di .Vu«* I’, Rome, igcjB; our fig. iji), 

FxANr.EAio IIA VoLtxuKA, (ironnd |>lan and elevjiion itvuwing eait side o/ nave, ein 
of apte and elioii. pen and wash; Rome. Archivio di Suto, Coti. Mapin-, >ai'i. 86 
i'GAVNiia.Toiv>i!A, figs. 4, B; our fig. 139). 
rxMfrsiA. View of eluircb and monaoery, woodeui; /Wi» Rma, Pmpulut |ed. Siai6<;a »,mk. 
bolm, 1915); republubed, map of 1606 (rd. Ettat.». Roma al Umfo di ClirnaaU VIII, ’Vatit.xii 
City, 1932). 

Franzini, View ul la^adr of chuicK wilh eanipamle and monasury, wmxleut; l'iiANr.iMi<PABin 

r- atliau. Rome. 1600, p. 57 (alui in Fauni, f.>ie mataonHa», Rome. 1G13, p. 7,, and 

Roma anlua a madrma, Romr, 1653, p. 106; our fig. 13011, ' 

fuvade of monasury eampUx, rngravmg; Roma aniiaa, Romr, 1619, 


FH,\NZini, 

Clov.VKnuLi, View nf t 
f. 4. (our fig. 131), 

MAin.i, View of cliuicb and conveni, wuudcut; Maggi-Maupiii-lani, Map of Hoiti 
Roma ai limpo di 1'riaaa VIII, Rume, 19131, 

F.VI.OA, View of chuTcb and conveni, engraving; Map ol Rume (od. Riini r, Ro 
Clamanla X, Rome, 1931). 

PAXnRou-PotTxni-A.GKuooNi. View of new finade nf forreourt, woodcul; Hama 1 
p. 17«. 


(ed. l 


N01.1.1. Plan of thureh, engr.ivingi Map of Romr ed. F.hri.r, Roma al hmf» di «oudeMu XIV, 
Valiean City, 1932). ' 

AnoNvmnis, Ptan of cliurrh, conveni buildings and caiiiiyard. pen and ink; Rome. Archiviu 
di Stato, Ciill. .Mappe, cait. 86, no. 531 1 <>avnor-Tuu<.a, fig. 11). 

LEi.Atttn'ti.t,v, Piati of ehiirrh, engraving; fjlifaai, III, pl, 279. 


C. DA l’ES 

761,June2 Paul 1 establisliea a mtinaslery in liis own licmar, deilicated lo SainU SlepHen and SylvcMrr. 

" 01 nonana laalorum Sla^ai fMfnu al mailjris alt/aa .ydarim fuipta al aanfaiiarti f.Aniri... in Jaaio 
luaa tniAi tajtnlaii auaauiona aAtvai/" l/fidUriiim nugniini Homamm, 1. rd. Canfcsunu, Romr, 
|7J9i P- >'14; Mkini:, P./„, 89, coi. 1191;. 'nu lelici of Suplicn and Sylvmtrr are placed 
in an oratory locaUil nn an upper ffuor of the monastery, " ... ia sua prapriu dvaw immulanum 
a /unilamanlii in hamra tamii -lUpiani seilical martjrii alfaa /ionlifiiii, na/aon al taali Siluitn, idrin 
ftonlifiiii al avi^aiitiis thaiili loiutnaiJ. Cti al vrarulim in lUpmariJkui rwidim mMoitmi aaMniis uadt- 
Jiaam, rarum mrpora magna tmn lanaraliana aimdM " {I..P., I, p. 4641. IiumIc ihc inonatlrTy he 
builds a large churti) iu whicb he depoaits relies bfuugbl from ihe e.alacombi and for wliicb 
hc provides iiumaics, marblc icvrttnent, altar furnishingi and a «ilvrr rltiorium; " /3/ra ilau- 
slra taia tpiitu monarlarii raal/jiam niaaa pu/rAriCudiitis a JnnJamanlit mntUt anitauxil, fuan mioita 
rt matmorilua Janrani al omnam illia anatum in auaa argnUafur al diHrtu tpatuim largiani-, u4 a! 


' > l•llIini-Parul may bc uiing sn uuiurii vniadnil . 
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nl, iUic^ mmmutMuim umlvtum lor^a fwu <h fira<falii 
'it ahitvfU (7*t/mV> ««.«i*» l•^^ft^lialut nmMil t^rdv " il.P,, l. p. 4<>4 •'•)' Tlir «hiir< h 
i« pjmidid rral rjiate. urb*n and lural, and «lafil-d wilh tirrrk imieils: " ('iitl 
titmm .evngaluit^m gffet moihlalimt p»ilmulu tkmul \l .P., I, p. 

4651, Twniiy hi»hop« and ninc pricsM ti/pi llic biill iBtiHimttm itu^imm Homamm. I, op. «/„ 
n ir,4i Tlir nanw- oTihr paliuti *aint uf ihc church i» nol givrn. 

Pai.i ha. dic hody of Popc Sylvartci Iramfcrirtl " ia *«f .««/»« " (iM.; Mu-ft. P.L. 89. col. 


7«l, 

Auru) 


( 17 
761 


768 

799 


End VIII 


Paul inuiaTcn thc rclici ol' Ihipc Sicphrn lu rhf nralory 'iM, 

In a Irliw addn:»cd «o la-ontius " «Ajjiw ft aiM maaailmt .,n*(vn«« Sk- 

ptMti laattfns af^ut Sil»Un and witni»ed by forty-one bUliop. and pricta, Paul irpi-aL, 
iJu' fcaarai. fiw foiiodins ihr moiinjlrry, Itlls uf thc transfer nf rilici fiom Ihc «dncomhs, and 
luu thc piMKiaioni and lacililics oJ thr inonaucry (Miiiffi, 89. toI. 1190 f.t. 

Pajuivsi.. a Icadcr of dic opprairinn Io Siephen III, i. placcd in o«tody in thc monaUcty: “ Pat- 
tiiam arta ia meaai/rna laaeli Xihrilri rfuc.c/wit ” I, p. 4711. 

Dunn? a pivKrwinn froru tlic Lalcran 10 S. Lorrnio in l.iicma, Uo III is aiwckcd by riolcrj 
•• aak iwwnfprta* tauttamm Slf^aai rl Silnstri ”, dragigcd to thc confemio in fnint of dic altaf, 
ad i/uiiu iniiiwjfrni ff/lf-tiar nnjfinwa»/ aair ifinon allarn» ", iiijurcd and confinrd lo tlic monn- 
«cry 1/../*., 11. p. 4 f.l. 

Lisicd a. “ »ri. «ii vwi ni " in llic Einsicdrln ilincrary (Lamci.sri, tlifi. EiaritUntr, rols. 4:59, 441). 


cent. 

802—806 Leo III give* two Icxtila, onc lo thc main church {“ uno ia Uiilita iwiiwy Ihc other 10 thc 
oratofy il alia... in tralana"') (L.P., II, p. 11), and a nKcr latnp tn thc mona.stery(‘‘to 
maaaskru/.taxii .tilauln (I.P., II. p. ua)'. 

Vin-DC Tt>v> inocriptioui, nolv in thc poriirn of dic church, li.t (hc rclici deposiled in Ihc church and thc 

century fcatival day» for thr nupcctivc sainu and marl)T!, both male and fcmalr, thc former including 
that ol'«ci nvauua pape on December 37; no mrniion is madr of ciilicr SainI Stcplicn or 
■Saiiii Syhester or. for that maltrr, of Saini Dionysius of Puiis, October g (UAVNOR-ToEiCA, 
p. II f.; fiRAv, " The Palrugrapliy of Latiti Inscriptioni in thc Eighth and Ninih Centuriet 
■n llaly ", Papm Bril. Sifml 16 (194B), p. 52, n. 10; boENBR rz, 0^. at., p. 118 f.). 

827—84'1 Gregory IV doiutcs tcxiilcs "ia maaaiittia Saafti Sihtitn" II, p. 79). 

844 (?) A buU of Sergius II mentions rcjtorations, bul thc buli is spiirinus (Pr.uUARi, .\fmatUTus, p, 303 ; 
Feperici, »/). cU., 1899, p. 263). 

856, The Tiber iloods thc church "e/ uigrttmi ut ia nrUtm haii Silatilri, iia at ix gradar ipii o/cnviibiir 
January ia tatUua itiui Dumjia prat maililuJiar afiunim lu uintt gtaJai eUmlur " {l.,P., II, p. 145/. This 
is thc rarlirst idmlificatinn of thc " iatiiira maiar " hy thc namc of its patrem, " baiUira hati 
liimfsii ", th.at is, Pnpc Dionysius (f 268) ’. 

858 Nicol.as I is clrctrd lo thc papacy " ia iari/iea itati Diaajai " II, p. 151), 

860, Thr Tihc.r iloods again " ft iagrasnu ut ia maautfrium lamti SilnfJtri... aicraduat ia larilira itali 
October Dianiiii... " if..P., II, p. 153), The rcport of thc Ilood ia thc samc at that of856, cxccpt for 
dir now concet phraic “ ia meaasttrium ioatli Siluilti 

858—867 Popr .\icoLas I gives to thc " ataUtia ataiert fui maiar iaacli Diaaj.tii " four ciirtains tvia ////rfr 
iiaataei") Ibr thc altar iiiii.). 

931 936 A Inill cif John XI lisu propcriirs of ihf monastcry (Fedeiuci, ep. tit., cBgg, p. aafi). 

955 Agapitui II, in a biill uddirssrd to Abbot Lconius, " awtaukiii SS. Ckriili nutrfiruns Skpliani tl 
ifiaaiiii tl <aa/tu>rit C.iritti apptllalur Cala Paali ”, confirms S, $i]vestro's possession of thc 
Dionatter) of S. Valendno and thc \ltlviaii Briilgc and its revenues, acoording to a previtius 
privilegr of " Jnkaaat prtdtanati aaitn ” (Ferrari, .Mtmaslrrui, p. 304), 

962, A hull of John XII lites dir monastcry's possessioni, iiiclncling thc coluinn of Marcus Aurcliiu 
Mnrcli 8 |Ferk.sri. Maaaikriti, p. 305). 

1119 ■■ Pfirai hunilit aMat " puU up a plaquc in thc portico of thr church (" .S. Dionysii ") rccording 
dic monastcry's poaicsuim of thc coluum iFoRCEi.i.A, herigioni, IX, p. 79, nii. 149), 


■ FurlLrU^Woflau .gau, K* Heues. " IJM-OMinni lulla tuojiidi. di I«ii,r III ft«(, AeW. , |isuy|, p. 110, 

• U»arMn, p. ilU t. Uyt idnklilUd liir pilnm of dir chutth ciirrnlly a> Pope Oiun>liii> I, lliiu rWuiing Ibo romuu iariilirHalion wilh 
l^-,,,u. ,Sau,i 1 ^,.. <4 Pstii. llu- Ulir, »» Uu«l 00 0 legond &htltateJ 4li.Mil 8*5 by .Abbul llibliun ol 5 «. to Uie effert ll.»l 

Hi.pe Si,pt„, II, ,hr hiMkrj >.ul proJetOMt t4 P.ul I. hsd btougfa lo R,»ne trlUs ot EaU.i (n,m hii joumer lu EioMee hi jv» 
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1123 Callistus II cumccrales dic high alia., placlng rrlies in il. Hi« ehamhritaiii AUamis makrt 
gifW to thc ihutrli, imluding a pafscnimf, iii««iplUiii, rurmrity on high allai (SavhUAMu, 
Srffr Ciim, p, 330 f.|. 

1130—1133 The munailcry uiiiaiiit ttvc licad «f Saini Jiihn ilw Hapiisl :GiA<rii> rn, up. nl., p, 37), 

1198 1216 Inniiecm lll cnniirucls a campanilc and eaenues icstnratiuiu in vnrimis (miu of dir rhuirh, 

inrliiding rosmalcsquc paccmcnu in a rlii>pi4 and liehnr ihr higti altar /OaVNOa-Tnrii.a, 
p. j6 : Neimv, Ramo atl 1878, p. 713). 

1267 Rclics ofFopr Dionysius Ihclicscd to br Saini Oenis of Paris) ,ind nihers aic iianifeiTnl lu Uic 
altar of Sainu Paul and Niruhis ICIiAixair.rri, rrf., p. 47 IT.), 

1285 The iiuiis of Saint Claic ubiain psaoniion nf thc conveni. 

1290, 1300, Colonna, Palumhara and Trdallini Cliapcli aic buih i'GAVNUR-Toku:A, p. 40 f,), 

1380 


15l7.Julyl 

1518-1520 


1591 1601 


1598 

1698 


1820, 
ApriI 20 


1871 


1876 


1885 
1906 1907 


1962 

1965 


Leo X rnises S. Silvesiro 10 thr rank of litlr church iCARLETtl, »p. cil., p. 168; Loaai., IfimrrAia 
CalAoIka, III, Munstri, i<yi3, p. 70 and n. 4). 

A high altar originalty lu have liccn dcsigiicd liy Mirlirtaiigrlu is cumplelcd in 153U, liumgli iinl 
aflrr ihc projecte lic siilimillrd; il rrptaces thc alta, drdiralrd In 1267 l(•AVMOH-'OmsilA, 
p. 94 ir., suminarisiug Popp. " Unlicachlrtc Pn.jrktc Michclangcliii ”, .MHaihatr JahhatS 
N.F. 4 U927), p. 452 It; and Harika.iii, .Muhrlaagtla t la niu snsala. / dir/gm’ di f.'a<a Jlim- 
lurrolc f lifgli Hfiti, 1, Fluirncr, 1963, pp. %|, 2<t8). 

Franerseu da \'ollcrro and Carhi Madrrn» iu|icr\isr dir rrhuilding uf ilir cliuirli. Tlic nirilicval 
furnisliings are rrmovcd iGiAis.itiirri, op. ril., p. 31 If.; Gavni>u>T<iru:a, p. 47). 

Krlirs are discnveivd in llic confesaio iGiACciiETri, op. ril., p. jj). 

CIrmriii XI crccu a ncM fagade dcsignrd hy Doinrnico de' Rassi :l'ANi:ilu>u-l‘iiitrHiUA-Cui:> 
coRi, op. cil., p. 171 f.). 

Anricnl pavcnicnl is found bclow Piana S. Silvestm " al ihe torner oppoiilr ihe rhiiich " <scc 
Fea, yasitti ^i \«litu tfoaaaiickr, Juir/u, aaligmiric..., Romr, 1830, p. 181 f., wilh irlerencr lo 
previout finds uf diderent paris of thc same pavriurnil. 

The nutu are cxpelled frum Ihr conveni, tlir last unes Iraving in 1876, Thr Miiiisiry of Piildic 
Works takcs over thc hiiildings (Oaviecm-ToeacA, p. a8). 

Wliilc ttsirk it in progress Iransforming thr convi-nl inio thr (irtiriai Poai tiliis i-, fragiiirnls of 
cluMtcal aichitravcs, columni and capilais and ('.luiitiaii caisopliagt and inscliplMins aic 
discuvcicd (FtoRELU, ap. al., p. 136 f.). 

la-o X rrsipciu S. Silvrsini as llic Engtish nalional church in Kunir, 

Diiring consiriictiun uf Ilie ncw coniiesaio, porlimu of thr righlh crnlury liiiirrh are unrarihed, 
including llic roiinilnltun walls uf thr nave cutonnadn. ilic nortliem irrininating walls of 
bolli aisic» and thc oiHer w.ill of thc eiul aislc (Vauueri, lot. «/„ 1907; GAVmia-'r«a«oA, 


F.xcuvaliunt bcluw llic Chapcl of llic Saerrd Heart hring lu lighl pail uf tlir cui rolonnade ol 


thr nave, thr rasi aislc and suulh walls of Ihr esui alilr likid.). 

Onc of thc foUimni of thc wrsi cnlunnadr ts uncovered hy ihe Sopniilrtidcnaa ai Moniiniciiti 
in thc Chaprl of St. Julin thr Haplist. 


'sV'.! 
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COKI-IJS BASII ICARUM CIIWI8TtA> 


■ARUM ROMAF 


D. Gi:VERv\l. DESCRIPTION 

•I hr chuiTl. wilh i» Aiiccoiirt luid thr «mvcni «r S. Sijvwlri. furmerly iicrupicd ihr wholr c,f 
B hrsr insulA lyin« noriheast of tJ« tolumn of .\Iam» Aurelius, bui oi. the oppns.ic side ot, and 
onc sir«r removed from. Via dei C„i*o. To .l«r iouth ihc ituula fores Piaiza di S. S.lvcsiro; «o 
the wesi ii is bounded by Via dcl Gnmlitro; to fhr iiorth by Via dclfo Vite and to Uic easl by Via 
drl Moreito. Erom 1280 uniil 1873, excqil Ibr a few nionths in the nuns nf Sami Clare 

inhabited rhe ronvent. In .873 ihe nuns ueie tranrferrrd .0 S. Cccilia, the chuieh was closesl. 
and the convent ivas eonsTrtrU to secufor usc; il is nmv the General Post Office. The rhurch, 
in ihe soulhwmt quartrr of the insula, was reitiired Io reiigim» use in 18U5 ns the EorIUIi nationaJ 
churrh in Rome The biiildiiiRS, as they prcicnted theiiuclvcs stili in ihr Iule sbtcccnth and ihe 
rarly seiTotreiilh centuries, are Inosvii from anrient maps and v-iews (figs. t30. 131. 132;. The 
churrh, preceded by a narthex, siood inside a svidc courtyard fnrmed on three sides by ihr .oiivciii 
buildinjfs, 011 Ihe fourth by a waJl, facing Piazaa di S. Silvesiui. Leis clearly, ancient desrripiions, 
archcologii al discoveries and a drawing by Palladio atlesi Io the buiklinRs which occiipieil ihe area 
in classieal times. Ronian ruins werr secn behJnd the ehureh by aniiquarians of the rifleeiith and 
sixiecnth centuries; from the reailings of briclc stamps found 011 the litc they were ideniificd wilh 
the J hcimar of Domitian ' Houever, a drauing by Palladio, fii^t published by Lanciani, shows 
the rite ois upied by part of a very hrge building complex (fig. 133) *. Extending from Pia/za 
S. Claudk), loughJy one himdred tneiers louth of the churcli, to the Via Frattina, onc hundred 
meters norih, the complex was formed by Iwo large cnclosuncs. diflerenl in size and shape, linkcd 
together by a square structure which sfood roughly on the site of the church *. The smaller of 
the two enclosures, 10 the aouth, was rcctangular; it had exedrae pi-ojecting from its walls and a 
manepuni in the cenler. The larger ciiclosure, to the north, was oval (or possibly circus-shaped) 
aiiil ili walls were ardculated by two supcrirnposetl ordeis of niches and engaged columns. The 
identification of the comjilrx remains in doubt. Rccent opinion inclines lusvards idrotifying il 
wilh Aurclians Temple of ihe Sun bui ihe e%-idenre is ioennclusivc ^ The rich fragmenti of 
arehiieetural sculpture found bclow the northeast comer and below the chancci of ihc church can 
br safely assigned to these Ruman constructioni bui iheir plaii apparenily exerted 110 iinjtart 
on the layout of church and conveni. Neverihelesi, siretehea of two successive pavements found 
belmv Piaz/a S. Silvesilo are of some significancc for the building histor)’ of the church. The 
lower pavemenl, of iraverline, wa.» seeii twice in tiie early iiinetecnth century in a widc streteh, 
18 patmi, 01 four meters below Pia7.za S. Silvesiro, diagonally across fiotn ihe suulliwesi comer 
of the church complex; in ihc sevTntcenih century anothrr pirce was apparenily IouikI beyoiul 
the souiheast comer of ihc piax/a, near Via dcl Moretto it apparenily heloiiged to the 
Rocnan iirijctures extending over the area. The other pavemeni, of marblr, was found at a 






Fir. 1)0. S, SilvesUo 
Fianiini, SoulJi facade of al 
iuid convent, i6na 


deplh ol' only 2,40 m. near ilic la- 
<adc of llic foiecourl ofS. Silvrtiro, In | 
a siri-lt li 3-20 m. widc. Otiviinidy it 
dates miich Inter ihan ihr laege Irav- 
ertine pavemeiit *. Boih Irvrli ind- 
drntally, are coiisidrrably highrr ihaii 
the ancient Via Flaminia, which lies 
5.30 m. below Via dcl Cors». 

The church complex, coiuUting uf 
forccuurt, Hanking buililings and the 
church ilself, is sel out axially fnim 
South to north, The faipide of tlic 
fnrecouri, wiih pUasIcni, entablature 
and altic, faces louth lowardi thr 
designed and buill ii: 





l.abery, Vi 
‘h. 1)77 


1703 by Domcnico de' Russi; to tlu; easl it was coniinued by Ihr conveni l'iu;iidc, reiiiodrlrd 
about the samc time'. Prior to thal, the fa(;ade of the conveni had lieen ailiculaled by 
buttresses and was blinci except 1 'or a gablrd doorway Irading in a siaiiease (fig. 1311/I liebiw 
gnniiid, the buttresses secm to bave survived uiitil ihc righternih century'. Flie Irll liaiid 



3 

1 _. 



flatik of the church and iu fnrccourt along Via dcl Gainliero show thr smiKith brirk masmiry 
charactcristic of ihc laiter half of the sixtcenth century, but tliis may simply l>e the facing of 
a medieval core '. Tlic forccourt behind the soulh fat;adr, as Fra Sanii‘s woodeul ihowi, w« 
enlrred through a barrcl-vaultrd gairway which lecins to be the same vaulted eniry whicli 
today Icadi from Pi.i/./.a S. Silvcsiru to the foiecourl. The small courtyard i» Hankcd on llie 
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Icft by the parbli hoiisc, on thc right by 
fhc wcslcm iving of ibc |>oat offu-r. On tlic 
noiiJi aidc uf liie court aniulcd pordco 
of latr aixcecnlh ccmiuy date tlicllcrs a 
ainglc dooiway ihrniigh whirh thc church i» 
eniered. TIte doorway is sct ofl' abniit o-.jo m. 
it> tlic Ir/t «if ihc tenter line of chuieh and 
eourtyard. At die wral end of thc portico is a 
Romancsqtic campatiilc. 

The firat bay of thc nave fnims n low inner 
narthex aunnounled by thc organ Joft vvhich 
rests, towards thc nave, on tw«> coititnns — onc 
o( fifiollint, thc other ofblai k itiarble — 4.50 m. 
high, including bases and rapitals. Doorways 
at each end of lite narthex Icad Io ehiipeU; 
ihat of the Baptist to the wesi, of thc Sacred 
Heart to the easl. Itt plun and eJrvaiioti, 
thoiigh not in dccoration, the interior of thc 
church stili ptesenis itself as it was robuili bc- 
tween 15»! and r6oi under thc dircction of 
Franeesco tli» V'oIterra and fXirlo Maderno 
{pl. IX; fig. J34]. A lofiy barrcl-vaullcd nave, 
nieasuring ig m. by 11 in, and 15 m. high, is 
flankcd on each side by threc latcral chapels. 

The nave terniinatrs in u transept thc sanie 
hrighi as the nave bul oniy 7 tn. nide; thc Crossing is surmountcd by an clliptical dome. 
Besond tlic transept, continuing the nave, step» ascend to thc high altar, set against tlie rear 
wall ofan apsidal presbytery'^. '] he ricli interior deroration of tlur church, ivith sciicco tvork and 
frescoes coveritig the vaults and doinc, was designed and exeeuted betwccn iGflo and 1694, first 
by Carlo Raiiialdi, and later by Mattia and Donienico de’ Rossi, siipported by thc paiiiten Lo- 
dowcti Giniignani, Giacinio Brandi, Gitiseppe Unari, Franccsco Trevisani and others * The 
open confcwio, which inicrrupfs thc transept flonr bclow the dome and iii front of the higli 
altar, was coiistructcd onIy betwecn igo6 and 1908. Stairs dcsrcnd froin thc nave to thc ernter 
pyt of the confessio, which is Ilankcd by cavcm-likc bays extending c,isl and wrst, while u 
diird bay, to thc riorth, penetrates thc arca bencath thc high altar. 'I hc pavcmetii of thc con¬ 
fessio and of iu extensions lies 3.60 in. beJow thc nave. 



[. S. .Silvciiio iu Cupite. Interior 
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VVithin 
building ai 


Ihis «xteenth and seventeenth century structure oivJy scanty rcniuins of thc oiiginal 
rc idcntifiable (pI. IX;. Iji tiic nortli side of tlie two latcral bays of thc confessio, thc 
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roiiiiiluhfms of ihc rnd walU of thc old church are exposed (figx. 133 , ijfi), Thrir techninuc of 
consfruetton i. lypical of tltr reused Sc. vian Work iCLhiii.iur. ta.niliar in many a Garolingi»,, .h.nch 
III Rome. In il.e nnrth side of the easi bay llie fountUlion wal» has hior .oursex of UiRc tonohlv- 
hcwi, bliK k, of yellow tnfa. cach conru- 0 . 6 « ,0 0.70 ni. in hci«ht. The north wali of the wmt bay 
is Bimilar. In c.ich case the nq, tourses of liifn rise to withiii 1.05 m. of the prexeiu nave paveineni. 



Prcsumably these tufa walls are thc roundatioiis of the origiiial north wall orihc church, rnned in 
the substructure of thc sixteenth century edilicc. 

Furiher foundation walls siand at right angirs to thc end walls of the firsi. hiitcli. The opeii- 
ing which lonnccts thc Central part of thc (oiifessio to iu casi hay is cut diinuglt a longt- 
(udinal Wall of thc sanie Servian bhak niasonry, aboui i.ys m. ihick. The wall U Intndrd 
to thc north wall, and it crosses the area of ihc transept in line whith thc artade wliicli lioiits 
thc ihrcc side chapels on thc east sicle of the nave. On the opjMisiir side of the confessio, tlic 
archway wliich opens inio the wcslem bay is rcvclictl wilh inodern pliuter and the existcticc iif 
Servian blocks caniioi bc posiiively asceriained, but siiicc the wall U also i.yj ni. lliirk wc pre- 
sunic that it corresponds wilh thc caslcm foundation wiiU anii uLio coiisiiu of Servian blcn k inassiiiry. 
Thus ancient fotindation walls, of thc sume inaicrial as thc uorlli wall and paialicl Io each other, 
stand in thc nortliem pari of the church in line wiih thc side» of tlic prcseiit nave; and it is iitore 
than likely that the arclicd cnirani cs of thc threc chapels 011 riiher side of lite sixircnth ccniury 
nave arc crccicd on similar Ibundations. hclonging Io an anietcdciil nave; thus lite ihick hingitu- 
dinal walls scen in the confessio are probahly thc stylobates of former nave cnluiiitiuics. Emticd- 
ded in thc sirurttirc of the casiern siylubale near itx juncliun wilh the north fouiidaiioii wall a Itag* 
mcnt of a lioriaontal siab ol marble, ahout 0.15 m. thick, lin at the top of tlic Servian block ma- 
sonry and one nicter Itclow the presrnt nave floor. 'Miis fragment seems to In; pari of thc |>avcinent 
at thc hase «if thc former colonnadc; if so, ii iiidicaics the lloor levrl of the building to whkh the 
Servian block foundalions originally belongrti. 

In thc southcast comer of the cliurxh, similar Servian block ruundations werc tliscovered in 
19(12, when a vaulted crypt bcneaih the Utapcl of the Sacred Heart, to the right of the inner nar- 
lliex, was tcmporarily opened. Tite ancient roundatioiis forni the soulh, east and we*l walls of a 
Hubccrrancan chamher. The south foundation wall stands direcUy bcneaih the situlh wall of thc 
present church, that is, thc north wall of the portico. The east foundation wall has thc samc aligii- 
mcnl as thc side wall of the present church. The wesl fuutidatioii wall appears to stand in line 
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wiili thc Srrviiin lilork fbundacions noCcH iti ihc arca of 
ihc tmnwjii. The cajt and wcst wa]l« are parallrl aml 
5laml 4.30 m. apart. Ii i» tlcar cliat ihc junclinn of tlic 
Mjuth and c:mI walls in tlic cryp« chamber rrpicjcm» 
thc «oulhrasi corner of thc right liaiid aiule of thc 
original church, whilc ihc wcst wall rcprc.wiiLS ihc st>'Io- 
bale of llic nave coJonnade. In ihis nlylohatr, 0.90 m. 
bclnw prcicnt floor Icvcl, anolher tnarblc shil», 0.12 m. 
tliirk, uas found. prciumnbJy intlieniing thc rtoor lc^Tl 
of thc carly building. Upon (his siab stands a column, 
creet and inilicrldcd in thc masonry of thc wall which 
novt' divides thc cornee chapcl frnm ihc inner iiarihrx 
fpl. IX; fig. 137' The shiifl is of red granite, 0.40 m. in 
diameter and 3.75 ni. in hrighi; it stands on ati aiiic 
biis«', 25 rm. high, and supports a Corinthian capital of 
white marblc, 40 em. Iiigh. Soulli of the coluinn and at 
a distancc of o. 15 m. ftum thc side of ihc .thafi, a rectan- 
gnlar brick pilasier protrudes 0.50 m. from the plane of 
the South wall. Apparently thc pilastcr and the column 
wcre couplcd together to composc thc end pier of thc 
former colonnadc. Not cnough of thc pilastcr is consersTd 
to allow its date to be judged from thc style of thc 
brickwork. What remains is irrcgularly cnursed, and ihe 
umisually high modulus of 7 (o A eourses per Kuman 
fool «ccm.s more likcly 10 denote thc Roniaiiesquc period 
tluui :uiy oihei. Tiie soulh wall of the aislc, now of thc 
Chapcl of thc Sacred Heari, appears to have becii re- 
builc or rcfaccd in retent times. 

During the restoratinn of thc church in 1965 a second 
coliinin was uncovered inside thc west wall of thc nave, 
i which separates it from thc CiiapeI of Saint John thc 

Baplisi ofTthc irmer narthex [pl. IX; fig, 138). The tol- 
iimn, visiblc from Ihe chapcl, is loraicd 4.10 m. from 
thc inner face of thc fa^ade wall; it appears to have 
ihe sarne mcasurrmcnts as the colunm luund inside thc 
Chapcl of tlic Sacred Heart. Obviously it was the serond 
support in thc Irft hand eolonnade of liic nave, Prcsiim- 
Fix- i jB. S. .Silvdtro iu '"Ri ^ •» likely, an arrangcmciu of a couplcd pilastcr 
Capite. Culumn in Icfi and colunui at the bcginning of the Icft hand eolonnade 
cl uf .Siiinr John Ibund to ihc right, the distante from center 

hapnn to centei beivvcen first and second columns is 3.25 m. 
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F. RKCONSTRUCTION 

The Servian blixk fouticialifins, ihc remains of ihe touth eiul pier of thc casi colonnadc and a 
fcw seattcrcd roluntns cnahlc u» lo reconstruet ihe bare oullincs of ihc church Io which they hr- 
longed. .-Spparendy it was a simple basilica wiih a nave roughly in m. wide, llankrd hy aisirs 
aboui 5 m. wide and somr 33 m, long. Prcsumably ihe aislcs wcre sr]iaratcd fnnn thc nave 
by colonnades whose approximale level in indicated by floor siabs found in two piaret, 0,90 and 
1.00 below thc iiiocicrn level. The columns discovered in Ihc Ciliaprls of thc Sacred Heart and 
of Saint John thc Baptisl indicate llie hcighl of the colonnadc*, 4.40 m. iiitluding bases and 
eapitals. One or two siniilar columns, alwj of granitr, are satd 10 be liiildrii inside the piers 
on the lefl side of thc nave; they wcre seen in 1843 but are no limger viiible*. The hcighl of 
Ihc two colunms siipporling ihr organ lofl, ea. 4.50 m., suggests ihat ihcy Uio may come from 
thc original colonnadc*. Dut none of thc columns u likrly 10 occupy its original pistilion, and 
prcsumably they wcre relocatcd in a metlieval rebuildhig. Certainly sucli rrarrangement itf ilir 
colonnadc* is suggcsied by thc coupling of column and pici at tite soiiih end of the original right 
hand aisie a distincUy medieva) ralhcr than a Carolingian prariicr. Fnim its form, the couplcd 
support is more likely lo have tup|>orted a lintei ihati an arch and, if to, ilu* nave eolonnade wouUI 
have bceii trabeaied; however, arcading is not entircly impossiblc. In any event ihe masonry 
of the pier seeins Romaticsque and is thus uselrs* for rcconstruciing the original church. The 
intcrcoluimiiations in thc Romanesque remodeling, m given by thc poiiiioii of thc two kiuiwn coN 
umns, wcre apparently 3.30 m.; and since tlic total length of thc nave was 31.60 m., tlic num* 
bcr of intercolumniations was prcsumably ten. On thc other hand, spacing and number rif columns 
in the flrst church and ali dctaili of thc rlcrcstorcy remain completcly unknowii. 

The placing of ihe campauilc agaiiist ihe touth end of thc west aislc toward 1200' suggests 
ihat thc church then faccd south, towardt ihc ccnlcr of thc inedieval tily, a* it doci loday. Since 
this would also br thc naiural dircciion of approach when the firtt church was built, it ii likcly 
ihat the orieiitatioii has never been changed. A further indicaiion regardiiig thc approach U pro- 
vidcd by thc Ubtr Pontijuiilu. The Tiber, in B56 and 86«, floodcd the center of town aloiig Via 
Flaminia, risiiig as high as thc lintei of thc cntrance to S. Maria in Via l.ata aml " tlie uppermosi 
of thc steps ascending to thc church ’* at S. Silvesiro in Capite *. In thc etghih ccnlury the d<M>r 
lintei of thc diaconia ofS. Maria in Via Lata was approximatcly a.y> m. below the modrni Street; 
un Ihc other hand, thc original pavement of S. Silvesiro in Capite was oniy 0,9« to 1.00 m. below 
the present nave and Street level. Since the lop of ihc stcpi mentioiicd in thr I.iber PonUficalis would 
have been 1.40 to 1.50 m. below iliis level, the steps could not have astended to the church 
itsclf, but onIy (o an intcrmcdialc level somewhcrc belwcen thc nave and ihe travcrtiiie ]>avcincnt 
of thc Roman cnclosurcs which lie buricd 4.00 m. below Pia/za S. Silvesiro*. Such an inlermc- 
diate Icvcl is found in thc streteh of marble pavement which was scen in froiit of thc forecouit at 
a depth of 2.40 m., that is, 1.60 m. above thc clasiical travertine pavement and cxactiy at the 
Icvcl of thc door liiilei at S. Maria in Via Lata. Having a width «f 3.20 m., the marble pavement 
could have belonged to a porch preceding the forecourt of the church, or if it lay at some distance 


* 1'otJi'^, ifi <iA>nn:iii-r<w«CA, p». fto, quoto a note m ihe Archnio di sH4alo •l^netWnfAio, pui. U. AnttehiU r llcftic Aiti, 
iJmiuig iwn oniuiniii; liwi wr ilo noi know if om cd thew wu the one uiicwerrd rnxnUy m the CkupeI «I >*h« iW kpdM. 

> SftRAMNl, /em p. 916 f. 

* Src atxrvc, digi* Btij; aIhi Vot III. p. 7** f- 
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tcrnatiiig pieni and col- 

umiu which Tanghcro show^ in ihc Icft hand navT aivadc trabeation and allcrnation of 
iuppuru being muiually miiuive — find thcir couiKerpart in twcjfth and thirtrcnth ccntury 
buildinf; practicc in Roine, as in thc uppcr churcli ofS. Clcmcntc, thc carly (wcHitli ccntury Qiiat- 
iro Corunaii, and ihf iwelfih ccntury remofleJinjj of S. V'italc A siinilar dale i» indicated by 
tJtt- puuible convcniori of thr nortli bays of thc Icft liand aisie inio a low transcpt, as is sug- 
gestcd by thc widc iparc bctuecn thc Jast pier of iJie arcade and thc end wall of thc churcli. 


■ Lakcmm. at., 1894 , n iS) f. 




The deep leetaiiKuliir rhanerl U comnioii in ilic arehiireturc u{ ihr ntendkani nrders in llAly. 

Finally tJic ihrce (lia|iclii whirh oreiipirU tlic area itf Oic riuhi hainl aitlr in 151« aie dreurciy ilalcrl, 
«uctccdiiiK cacJi oiher fmm the end of llic thiilecnth Ici ihr end cif thc roiinccnili cenlnry *. The 
ChaprI of the Bapiisi at Ihe soulh end of ihc Irfl h.ind ai»le miKhl dalc from ihe same peiiiMl, hnt 
Ihi» remains in doubt. l^ually cjcmlilful U thr dalr when the Chapcl «f ihe Sacml Hrail and the 
ndjoinini! siaircasc wcre walled olT from the churrh, a* tJiey apprar on tlte plan of 1518. 

The Iinly clrmenu cm Tanghcro’* plan tvhith pinbably t(ii bac k to ilie firtt rliiir» h arr thr perim- 
eter Wall», excepi, of counc, thoae of ilir rhaiu rl. The proportion» of IrtiJtlh and wiiUh as given 
by TaiiKheio eoiiiciilF wllh ihr plan of ihc foundation %valU cx|Mise<1 in i<)oH In ihr open eonfrasio 
and in iijfiz bclow the Chapcl of llir Saeml Hrarl. Ttir dilfcrencn in ihirkneu Iwiwren rising 
and rouiiilalion walU has to l>r taken inio account: thc widih of ihr nave on thr plan Is 10.70 m. 

(48% fmtmi), as againsl 9.60 in. In-lwmi iltr fcnindatinn walls; ihr IriiKlh, ineludinit ihc thirk* 
ne»5 of the facade, i» 33.51 m. (15 «lou) as agaiiiil 34 ni.; the righl haud nislc rounclaliim» are 
4.90 m. (aa pulmi) as againit 4.20 m. Il U probablc that ihc oprn arra of ihc uirinm, as il apiienrs on 
Tanghcio’s plan and as it siill exisis, goes hack lo ihe fini chuirli; preiumably it wai cnvclnprd hy 
Ihr coluniiailcs of a (piadri|Mirlieus. inderd, uniil the rcbuiUling of ihc entire chiirs h lii 158« lo 
159G, a colonnailed nartlu-x extended in front of ihc nave, lis fmir colunins rarrieil an areailr, 
showii on Ouptirac’! miip (fig. 131), and iis Icft hand end pir» projcrlcd from thc easi wall of the 
ratn|>anilc; bnl Ugonio saw thc narthex aircady rcbuiit *. Thus ilic iianhcx os snrvcycd hy Taiigltcro 
svii» cilhcr roiitcmporary wiili or later than the cain|>aiiili-, vshirh was huili aboul lioo; bui in plan 
this medieval atrium may wcll have copted an rarlicr onc, situated ai a Icvrl about 1.40 m. lowcr. 

The date of llic higli altar iiolcd on Tanghcro't plan of 1518 rrinaiiu doubtful. Siliialed in 
tlie cluuiceJ and roughly 1.40 m. above thc floor Icvcl, il apparcntly rose alwive ii confessio at nave 
Icvcl. A canopy rarrieil by fmir porphyry columns surmouiitcd thc allur *. Sinte holli u lonfruto 
and a canopy are mentioned in thc biography ofla-o III, it U lempling lo viesv this altar as thc onc 
crcctcd by thc buiidrrs of the lirst church. On thc olhcr hand, thr appniache* to thc high altar 
and its confessio arc suggestive of liigh medieval raiher thau carly medieval cusiimi. Tvvu Itighis 
of ninc sieps brokai by a landing .xscrndcd lixmi llic nave lu ihe altar site; a jMssagc ai nave Icvcl, 
bctwccn thc iwo fliglits, upencd an approarh 10 thr ftnultUa of tlic confcMiu •. The ariangenient 
is known in Ronic, from thc liigh altar of St. Pcicr‘s in thr lalc sixili to tliat of S. Uiorgio in 
Velabro in thc tvvclltli or lliiriecnlh cctituryTo us it scems likcly, aliliougli nol ccriain, iluit thc 
altar svliich existed in S. Silvesiru was crcctcd duriiig ihc liigh .Middic .Ages r.vihrr tluiii thc cighlh 
ccntury. Howcvcr, assuming il was medieval, it is stili nol ccriain if thc allar wa» ihc onc ciituccratcd 
iti 1123 or a thirteenth ccntury replatcmcni *. In thc ihirtcrnth 1 cniury S. .SilvesUu apparcntly 
received a sci of cosmaicsquc furniiurc which survived uniil ihe liiiic ol' Franccscu da Vollerra, 
and in part pouibly uniil loday. Iu thc middic of thc nave stood '■ aiituo pulfnUt ili putia di 
varie figuret lavori arfumuto ”Prrsiiniably it wa» tliis pulpit “ dovt « dktea Vtvangiho" which in 
• 55 )^ was dismanllcd ’ and acquires! by C^irdinal Ikiioiiio for liis litlc church, SS. Nereo cd 


• tliMwin. .Siaiusi, c. s4£': ' Ti», f,, i ifuVi ii tmtml, M-tUu wn/onim i tt " Sec aho Touoi. ia (MtMW-Tusai a, p. 

nd iht iclmiun u, » uumm» " hrkiw ili« »lur. cUtd iM.. |x sH. 

‘ .Snr ,il»,T. Vol. I, p sDOi aiul MiHia. U wisiv* SWb Si S. OiirfK M IVIal», Knm. p. yB tf. 

• See above, <lig. iiaj. 
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Achiilon'. I» ujuaijy bccn idrnuficd vvith llic ocWgonal pulpit iii that rliinch; bul thU is 
e^i<^rJtlh of si*l«M)Ch . nimr> daie, and cannol bc thr " pulpito con uu Ugilr di pitlft misihu " or 
»iib •• rmit igun t Utun udunuto ” which Ciiacchciti and Uponio d«t iIIh-. I hc mcdicvaj ambo. 
in«c«l of bcing uscd at SS. .\creo cd AchiJJeo, j.iobabJy wetu to S. Osarco in Via Appia, 
whirb «as rcfumishcd untirr liaronio’* supcrvision in iboo*. Thcrr il siill stands, thouffh rccom- 
posrd and «ith oihcr fragmciits insrrtcd. Givcn tlir close rescmblainr betwncn Ihis pulpit and 
othfr piec« of tosmatwqur fumiture uscil at botJi SS. Ncroo ed Achilleo and S. Ccsjtrro, il .scettis 
jMMsibJc that «mic of thc-«- dittW/a mrmira likcwisc tainc originalJy from S. Silvestro in Capite. 

Nothing can be csiahlishe<l conceming the form or cxact loraiion of ihe orainry " oii tlic upper 
floor of the monaslcr) ” to whirb the church belonged and whcrc. at the lime of the foundation, 
H-ere depoaited the reliVs of Saints Siephen and Sylvestcr. 


G. CHRO. XOLQG V 

TTie /jprr Ponti/iialu records that Paul I (758-762) established in his own housc a monastcry 
dodkaied to Saint Siephen and the Blc.sscd Sylvestcr. antl a bull of Paul I dated July 4, 761, States 
that the monastery «-as founded “in the house wluch 1 (PaulJ inlteriled from my parents and 
where I was brought up In the biogruphy, the compiler of the L.P. adds that the pope built 
a church within the conveni, decorated il wilfi marble, mosaies, an altar canopy and fumishings 
of gold and liJver, and deposited in it “ numberletw reJies of saints brought from the ruincH cala- 
combs But hc fails to revcal the natne of the saint to whom the church was dcdicatcd. On the 
other hand, the vvritcr expressly reports that the pope also built an oratory on the upper walls (or 
floors! of the monastcry- as a resting place for the rclics of the pairon saints of the monastcry, Saints 
Stephen and Sylvestcr * Throiighoul the pontificale of Siephen III (768-772} .and Leo III (795- 
8j6 ) events lalte place in, and gifls are made to, the monastcry of Saint Sylvestcr or Saints Ste- 
pben and Sylvesier and to both the oratorium and the basiiua maior. Beginning witJi the pontilicatc 
of Gregory IV 1827-844}, donations to the oratory ceasc whilc thc»e lo the church rontinue, But 
uniiJ after the middte of the ninth century no patwimum is listcd for the church. 

On the oihcr hand, an inscription lablct of eighth century date, preserved in the narllicx of the 
present church, lisu the feslival of the Pope Saint Dionysius among those t>f numerous male saitils 
wbo»c relici «ere housed in the church, «-hile a sccond tablct lists the fesiivals of the femalc saints 
indeed, after the niiddle of the ninth century, .Saint Diunpius appears as the patron saint of the 
church (nol the oratory) within the monastcry of .Saint Sylvestcr. In 856 and 86.) the flood of the 
Tiber penetrales the “ momuunum [or ttdtjiam] yaneti Mlujtri ” and covers the steps, excepi the last, 
ascending ia iaiilict [or basiluam] btati Dionisii ” •. The wordiiig " ectUiia " instead oI’“ rnomiiterium 
buUiSiloatH '• in the biography of Beiicdict III lias Icd to the hypothesi.s that tlie Slcps in question Icd 
from the church to the oratory, the former bcing dcdicatcd lo Saint Sylvester, Ihc lattcr to Saint 
Dionysius, bui the trrm " tccluia ” in the passage under dtscussion is cvidcndy a lapsuf calami of 
the compiler. All documenU clearly p/acc the oratory under the pairxjiiage of Saint Sylvestcr 


• tAtuaam, tp. A. p. 4^ 
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(and somciimcs, of Saint Stephen), while bcginning witli the pontilicatc ot'Benedici lll, the. large 
church liejiis the name ol' Saint Dionysius. Nicholas I (8584167) is clectcd pope “ in fiiuilica hmi 
Dilinhii ran/e.uans atque pontificis ", and hc donates a sci of altar curlains “ tn mimasltrio latuli .Suphani 
et Sifiustri ... in aectlesia maiore qui oaeatur .S’aJU‘ti Dwniiti " ’. The wiirding tlocs not Icave the identity 
of the patron saint in iloiibl: he is Ihc Pope Dionysius (259-268) whose remnins, tmtil traiisferrcd 
by Paul I, hnd beeii resting in the catacomh of S. Callisto on the Via Appia*. The ideniilication 
of the titular saint with Saint Denis of Paris, that is, Dionysius llic Arcopagilc, was firsl hinted at 
by Abbot Hilduiri of St. Denis about B35, with the addrtl implit-alion that the reitl roiinder of church 
and monastcry was not Paul 1 , but his brother and prcdccessor Stephen II. The hints crysialUr.iHl 
into a Iradilion, reeorded ahnul the ycar looO by Henediri ol'Soracte, ac.cording to whicli a church 
dcdicatcd to Saint Denis of Paris and his companions Eleutherius and Rusticus was founded by 
Stephen II “ iuxta l'ia Ftnminea ... mn /onge ab Auguilo iuxia Formas " *. For a long time scituiarly 
opinioti acccpled Ihis tradition and idenlificd Stephen as ihc founder and Saint Denis of Paris 
as the patron saint of S. Silvestro in Capite. The visit of Stephen U» Pepin the Shori and his stay in 
Paris and St. Denis, used already by Hilduin as evidente, scemcd to corrobonne the thesis *. H«)w- 
ever, rcccni rescarcli has provetl conclusivcly that the entirc thesis resta on nothing more solid 
than tlilduin's imagiiialion *. The shift of the patron saint of the church from Pope Dionysius lo 
Saint Sylvester, originally llic patron of the monastcry, secms nol to have takcn place heforc the 
high Middlc Ages “. The sumame d* Capite — first scen in a documcnl of 1194 rerers to the 
skull of Saint John the Baptisi, supposediy takcn from Cosiantinoplc and brought lo the monastcry 
in the potitificatc of Innocent II, 1130-114;}’. 

The foundalioti walls in the oprn confessio and bcnealh the southca.sl corner of the building 
scem to bclong to the church built by Paul 1 . The tcchniquc of making fuuiidations with tufa 
blocks from ihc Serviaii wall was widespread in Rome under the Carolingian jMipes, fnjm llartrian I 
iintil after the middlc of the ninth ceulury, but the practite scems lo have started before; S. An¬ 
gelo in Pescheria is an carly cxamplc dating from 752 or 772 *. S. Silvestro, laiti oiil bclwccn 
752 and 762, is a closc parallel. Its plan, (huugh known only in ouilinc, secms to atiiicipalc a 
common type of Carolingian church in Rome; a si/.ablc nave with aislcs, prcsuiiiably scparalcd 
by culonnades. 

The remodeling of the church during the high Middlc Ages appears to have takcn place in a 
number of successive building campaigns; ibc icbuUding of the higb altar and its rcconsiruction 
in 1123, accomp,Anied prcsumably by the rcfuniUliing of ihc sancluary; construction ot the campa- 
nile West of the narthex, under Innocent 111 and, possibly, a new cosmatesque pavcmcnl in one 
chapcl; finally, the changes undcrtakcn by ihc mins «f Saint Clare after 1285, which includcd 
building the dccp chanrcl and, from 1290 lo 1380, converiing the right hand aislc into a row of 
chapcis. The building of the Icft hand nave colonnadc with alteriialtng supports and the replacc- 


‘ Sr aig. SsH-Ur»;. 

• XVwiru. of 354: ' it J>o>. OiMi.i m CMxits ' :1 .uii)IA«n, Ow *»i eluitm .««.(,«..<«• IKkitit 1«.*. «| 

Baim, 1911, p. 4). nf/. (ir., p. iiS t. 

• Froruin, 14S. «/., iB9g, p. aig; Himjolx, Okiue, p. efi/i. 

• Uvonunn, «p. ril., p. 317 l.i rswMci, ril.. 1899, p. jij tl,; IktiiKiu, ISu yizifitfiUtm .IW» loo Vnuu-JJraM 

MI itiw MuU drr CeiMUu, llj, PaUritKiiti. iijiB. p. a T. 

• lAMSikt*, Im. ril. 

< /WJ. Srr «Iw li»RMii, fo-, sil. I lir liuH «f IV^, fturibuUd lo Serpu* II «id liuioi ih« nwn-fcrt#-i> u dedicaud to Hamti 5yhp«ur. Sie- 
lihrii Hiiil DiixiYitiUr n appartnUy ipuTioui* *«di iii wvirding and cwnteot. Kauaiiici. *f. (il.. /»■ iW. I, p. ii t 

to llic cucilniryi «c iibovc. dig. 844 | tl. 

^ Scc abo\*e. VoL ]. p. 64 n*., esp. G6 ft 

• Hizucn. (Mitt. I». 466 C, rdrmng to Fzwiiki. «A- (il.. 1H99. 
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ifif CORCin BASIMCAMLU CHRtSr?AK*«fM KOMAE 

mmt of ihe ciid fwj^rioti oJ' tJ>a« aistc by a dwaif trnn*cpt wing may wtH bc luiktd u> ihc wurk 
undrrtakrn iu II23. 

Tlic Ulcr rcmodcitng* of tJic cburcJ), in pariicu/ar that of 138B lo 159G ivhich ci«aici! ihr pre- 
seni barrci-yaidird nave, tlir flauLiiijir cbaprk, and thr trurvrpt inchiding llic dumcd vnxinng, 
hatc bccn dCKTibrd in deiail and well docuiliontrd by Itaria loocn. 


I^ISTORICAL POSI i IO\ 

'Tbc fo*' lum^-ing feaium of ilie cij(liiii ccniurj' church aUow us 10 do nf> more thaii outJinc 
plaii. and this tboM-s no charaetcriitir worthy of spri ial nnic. The imporiance of the finds 
in the faci ihal they provide a wcU-daled carly cxanipic of ihc biiilding lechnique tvliicli cjn- 
j hiocks piifcred from ihe Servian city waiJ for fbundatiom, the technique which subscqucntly 
became lypicaJ fiir Candingian churcli ronitniclioii in Remir. 


SISTO VECCHIO 


(R. A'rai«lA/i«o. .V. CttMii 

A. mm.IOtJRAPHY 

Fha Mauiaho ua PmrirzK, /nVtariim, 1317, p. 133 f. 

UooNJo, Slalimti, 158«, c. 166* ff, 
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Hcuen, ChUst, 1927, p. 470 f. 
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.AHM 3 i.iJNi-Cit(:i:ifKiii, f.A/rjif, 19,13, pp, <>33 ff., 1451, f. 

KjOUO£LX.\, “ Lr ' Monasierium Tcmpuli' et la fondation dominicainc dc Sun Sisto", .(n-Aimm Rrasnm 
Fmtdicatomm 31 (iQbi), p. ff., i-sp. 38 ff. 

Koni.iii, “ Antichi affreichi in S. Sisto Veccliio a Roma ”, Rall. d'ane 36 (19311. p. '.'i If- 
Fi'.ttMA»i, MunaUrrui, 1957, p, 96 ff. 

UrbaX, " Kiivhriiliaiikunst ", 1961, p, 273, 


B. ANCIF-NT DF^SORIPT IONS .VND II.I.USTR.VnONS 

I. .\NCtSKT DtSCail>rUI.NS. 

l.V.oNio, SeJudarie, Kome, Vatican Library, Uarb. tat. 2l<>o, f. 197 (143}. 

Ruasi, Df-ffriplio aliijMl crcycitaniiN, Rome, Vatican Libiary, Vat. lat. 11904, f. 36" ff. 

UuoKio, Siolieni, c. 171. 

Paxcirou, TVio/i nai«ufi, 16110, p. 769. 

Rriizio, ntafrum Rimtiaaf Crhii, XVI, Romr, Vatican Library, Vat. lai. 11885, f. 13,3* II. 
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II, Anciurti- il.u<xi'RA'nuir«. 

1474 .AxoKYiloirs, \'icw of cliuicli fa^ade and campaiiilc, pen and ink; .Map of Rome, Flurence, Bibi. 
Laurenzianu, Red. 77 (De Roni, /'Male, pl, 4), 

1534 .Ano.xvMofs, Sclieniatic vicw of clmrcli from noithwesl showing apse and campanilc, irneo; 

Map of Rome, Palazzo Durale, Mantua, prolrably ftoin ptuloiype of before 1483 l,U* Rus»), 
Ruialt, |il. 7; Friitaz, IHaaIt di Koma, II, pl. 167). 

Ul-f.\li.ni, Plan of church and conveni, woudcul; Map of Rome (ed. Ehrlb, Ruma ai kmpt di 
Ciufiv IU, 1911; Fruta/, 1‘uMlt di Roma, III, pl. 420). 
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nASILICARCM nilKimANARIPU KOMAK 


,,?7 Dvr^^.c.t^,v. B.nl i..yr virw r„„„ «ar. .hnw.n* ap«-. .ampanilc. and cnnvo 
mit, Map of Komc, 1577 ,„f. Kh«i.f, Rcma frim^ ii SuU, V, Rvmr FatriA 

Rm, II, pl. «47) I. 

is»fl F«a Santi, \ jpw of fa^iuir and tampanili-. wuodciii; C«/ miranglui/ c. 6 C fuur fin 1 iid 
1511.1 Ti:«rr«TA BjrdVc>T vi«-w fium »t«», ihiming ap<f, cliiirrh, CBmpani/r and canvrnl wnodcuf 
* >r 77 Storkhofm, 1915; FK.P1A7. Ri.ni, rf, R,„a^ n, p| ^b-.' 

i 6«5 .XfAMi. \ Iiw of churrh fioni rrar ihnwmg apsc, ran.panilc, riar ol favadr, riigravin*; Maiofi- 

1676 f.u^A, Virw of clii^h and tonvcnl from .outhwfii, tnfrraving; Map of Roiiio icri Fhiii» 

«Z- ni. pl?36n; • • 

.7x. \'A.fT Z f - <^‘y. «93»; FtiTAZ. f^aa/r rf, /!,„», m, p|. 

1753 '«ViJ*- »nd courtyard. cnpaving; DrU, mafftifirmi, ii R.m., III, Romr ,753 


f . Rutile ii 


^ IMTES 

39 ,-.01« ir- 

..gn^l.uic uf rlic ,y»od cd 49, «r h J.ornnnyLu. Llu^ .1, disnp^pctL^rrZ wx"!’!!® 

OTth S). Suio \ «duo iKwacH, r»Vrfti>ri«, p. ,, ff.l WhifL- ihk ■‘«'■muitd 

il mjuirr* furllier proof (itrr bdow, p. 174 f.) ** 

.99 Thr probytcn Uonu5, Domninu, and \ mccmalm'" ,i,uii f:re<ie.lum,e ” .i™ I • • 

jynod hcld Iha. >x,r A.ei. xil, pp. 41«. 27 ‘’‘'‘ 

biii ’ 11 ™'' IV’. «6; .Mkike, /»./.„ 77 coi. ifi,,'. 

iiuciu. II a”XCallistu'* ' ccmrtcrial chuicli of Pojic 

w •• «*'- ■' 

600 Grrgory-dirOreai ri-frrx in a lft(«r . YI 1-1 ra. " n„ c .. . 

p ,75) '3J A«t/iloi,v />r<fi4,Y,r hta/i e.Mti .Yuli ' II 

(/-P., I, p. 507 f ). "‘UHiMf /liTYtdiii a nDf.v .,, rrmiNfiH aedtt ’’ 

end VIII The Einnrdrln itiurrarv notes tlir 

«nniry SinMe»,,. cois. 440, 444). ^ ^ y''""" (f^AHcrANi, /<w. 


' Tbr oriCTiuiMM, churrh Aiid lorBomn on tXk ««.. 

• MAft4«cift. Aimne arruiofu rrccnierr * ^ P^»P«i<licufur to thr *ctiiid orieriUfion. 

R. .40 f.. « ».«.., '*• '"■'*■>* “ -"-«alan 7 US Ro«. ., , 


.M. cv •«•'«ih b2uJ77!!H^,« 7s C""!!"'' 

l««d«. C S Sau., .ad « u,,^ i, ^ x- S. .H.«o X,«h»i . 

A Mm^ Ck»nR IA., os r 

in iV Idi, /WjjfcWi.. «pniii of «Vlrreiii o 

• Thr Ifano, u Pl,, ,u_^^ 1^. U ,. . 

-k™ m «I ijsa. 0..rrv»uu.„ ,ulk bssp.n, a, Ijn 


' iho chuli:h undrr Gregury IJ .n,) 


>11", Menitr /Vwl .tuoV 


•7l Actiidn. luIU 
niean Cliiy, 1(156 


ul I aj appmring 


f ' («aaill p- ic? 
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«47 «5.5 TI.C •■ »u..,d«.iun, r.„aru», " .. nrfenrrd .0 a. bring ,„n„M •• i.i. 1 , 6 a„,,„ y.,,; 

IX ee,,t, Urlici nf .cvcral ihird trmtiry p,p«. imluding Sistu, 11. «r* .iand. r2 1 « Wut clnirr»,- a„ 
or lalrr uiidalrd in,. ,.p„nn rrre.nn* to Ihe mnil u appamilly now l.»l /, .cu, n, p .'u,i 

anulher insrnpnon, alv> Iom. Iml uner • ia una puua a.mi «aii,. .jr-.,..,_i ’. ■ ’ .' 

ei, em", list.^ otbrr rtlir, llicn bclow thr IiikIi altar ( Cootcu 

/,ue„f,i.ne. v„ue. Rome. V.tican Ubr.iy. Barh. Ia., i««4 Ifbrm.rly 'Barl.: XXXnTm 
lltiH intfi 1 '^1- '7*- /»■**«' «d>V««ni* f«i «rt.tM /a^r o«ii,«, rAon«t« ...•',, 

1198 1216 Innutent II r«tn.x-. " eeeieiiam mae„ V.r.t ' ,f P.. ||. p. 4 .^. 1 . AI.f;./f,. .« , xx„, 

XXI\, p. 1)31. ■»' ' ■ 4'>' 

1219 H, .nonus 111 rr„i„v„ thr rhurch «f S. SUtn fn„n du. po«r.«o„ of .l,r tnonlt, ..I S, 

near Nnrwich and transfers it to Saint Dominu and hU o.drr .«.jnla ll.nmi, R.J, Ui «» 
l’ar.sM-ri, Romr, iHfla, l. nos. 1563 , « 183 . iju); I.Ainrjrr, .tlwiumnla Aiilotira /luminir. 

Paris. 1933 , p. ,,4 r.,. 

1220 1221 The Dominnan niins lakr over rln.rth, nionaitery «ivd adinimn* pn.prriY, and nir fuiihrr n.. 

tlowrd hy llonortu. 111 .«eeeiU, f/.nae,,. .p. ei,.. 1. |,m msnt. op. rd., ... ,5, f., 

Uominican bivlhren arr muvxd lo S. SahinA //'•nmi, nf». n(. t|, nci. .inii'. 

1222 .\ monaslery U liiiili; inscripiion on gale, now losi: " .«.lut UCC.KXH R.mii/ Jn, I>„jw, 

///. aam 17. «, aag." 1 F..1.1.KI i.a, /.meiaat, X, p. 539), 

1471 — 1484 .Sixnis I\’ .ind Ca.dinal Prdro Ferrici y faimenlnnu, tille liuldrr 1476 tu i.);H, iriiuKlrt thr rlninh 
The eatent of the «atiik ia not given by tltr thn-ummlar) rvtdriicr, tvlikh rnnsjtis of ,in in- 
uripiion. •• PHTW.IT, s. iixTl. t aho. niAKiNsnui. Mi .a i;i xxviii", with thr .....l.nals artiu 
now nn ihr dnnr of Ote wmih wing t.ui not la <i(« .riiai iiuj., /wo^mni X p iViii Hiiban 
•• Kirihenhaukunst ", p. «73; and ol thr a.ms ofSixtm IV. now lusi. I.ul mrnium. d Uy Vavarl' 
“147,- • ../*« /Wfi| nulle eiuieUe per R.me, ,i, n eamiuana aWam, i, p.pn 

rdfa/«/t.ra/arr,..,faa5id» (Vasaiu. /.r I-.tr, rd, Mdnmii, Florrittr, 187«, II. p, 651 '«»ah' 

” KijchciilMukuniii p. ^7;}) ». * 

1582 Filippo BuoncompaRni, litir Cardinal .37/ to ij86, rrsinr.-a Ihr . h.irch: " ... suus, iri icxniinoai 
trian. REirAfRATAx MULXXMI'' .inscriptum from a metUI; /1 . ..in, ,p. m., p. viH). Ilr 
bysoiif a pia/aa in front. rrhuildi the fasadr, iniulli a nrw rriling «vrr llu- nave and rr.lrc- 
orates the prcseiii apie and chancei; “ .../odori >puua,e e fa< puua >1,nanti... n Jabrui .vn 
tel itiegno Ii fateialn ii TrannUni... feee m M mgtIU ia<af/iah>, tepnii i mun, n„e,u gli nllnri t 
e/inemzi /Ml/or na^jfiorr orramodo I graii. E,u alUre ... hei ii,It» d Iwga iell» T„hun« fterb /aha p,n 
pretia e nmililuiine ii Capella dorr U patU ii wpta i fulta o ilueehi meni n ora ..." I Uia.Nio, 'italuni, 
t. 171: tcc also Panoiuoi.!, Ttiari naieasii, 1600, p, 76<»y. 

1619 1638 Cunvrni li.iitdinKS are repaired and inscripiiuni mudr Foiti.ti.iA. /iirniani. X, p. 'i-p 1'.;, 

1727 Thr wrakening aliuclure it rtinlorced, appairnily liy liniiiK thr walU wiOi a tirw insid.- facinu, 
and rcdccoraled and given nrw allais designed by Filippo Kugiiasini: " n.aa.KsiAVi iivxi: ..'. 
Vy.TtJSTATE lAVI DIl.AHfcNTRM EX IN-rEUKo tl EiUITAM roltMAKt{L<E ... VEHUSI AEt^ll» IIESIITti 1 AU... 
.XN.XO DOM. UIMX.XXVII ... SACRAVIT HK.NEUIl-TX-t PP XIII ORIr. PRAEI. FoR.:tl,l,A. /lintUni, 

P- .54 *)! aImj nnMviIa ... roa itiegna it! Coo. Raminn " rl'iii, Ihiefitunt itHe piUuie, p, 74). 
1865 riiKjiigli thr etforls of Fr. Jnteph Mullooly tlir rliiirrh is rrpairrtl aiuI rrilri;orati'd > Forchli.a, 
/ifritinai, X, p. r^h). 

1936—1938 The irmaint of the original hasilira arr iintovert-d Iry Cuglielmo Pahinilii, inrludirig lli» ar- 
cadfv hidden wilhin thr prrirnt sklc walls, tlir a|»r «nd Iragnirnls i.f lalr mrdirval niutais 
l/.i i < HI, op. ri»., p. is6: blANi III, op. n/,. poiiim; Ronrtil. ap. eil., p. 13 ff.l; a nrw iriling u 
initalled hraring the .tnnsufPius XI and of Caidiiial .Vdolplir l.ifn.irl. 
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i:ORPl<S BASIUCARUM cllltmiANARIIM KOVIAI. 


D. GE-XtRAL DESrR!FJIOi\ 

T 7 ic church of S. Sisin \''n:chi£> siajidi bc.«jdc thc Pasici^^ata Au )M'c>?i>gi( n, dircctly acrou ihi- 
Appia frtjm SS. Nrjieo cd Achilleo <md not far from S. Cc-sarco in Via Appia. Its axi» is parallrl 
IO the aniirnt loadway and its apsc thcrcforc points northwcst but, tbi' bn;vi(>-, wr will Ircat it a» 
jxtiniiiig duc wcat. OriginaJJy it u-a» an apscd basiiica wiili aisics. Today only thp nave and apse are 
usptl, xcndnff as the churrh of iJic atijoirting Dominiean nunnery (pJ. X). 'I'lir sile of the riglit aisic i» 
oeeupied by the soudi wing of a sixieenth or seventeenlh century cJoUicr, whiie the left ai«fe i» di. 
vided imo severai chamber» of the tons-ent, the largesc housing part of a printing prrsa. Wiihin, 



the w-alJ» of the original Early Cltristian nave are covercd by the eightceiiili cenitiry decoration 
of the church. A chaiice] and apse, narrowci tlian the present nave and also narmwer tlian the 
£arJ> Ciiristian apse. were insctied. appai«itJy in the fifleenth century, into iJie space foiincd by 
ihc Lui bay of the originaf itave and the apse. A Romanesque rampauile, about 4 m. sqttare, 
Mnds hetuce,. the north wall of ihc present church and the vastibulc of the tiiain doors, that is, 
ifwide area of the oiigmaJ nave. The cloister in its present ibrm is late, but it scems to replace 
One fau.lt by Hono.ius III. .Surviving elcmrntj of this medieval eloisier are but <ew: a short streteh 
of pave,nent tn the souih unn.e in front of the chapter house, indieating it., original levcl; the 
lajput rfthe chapter house with groin vanlts suppor,ed on nvo columns; and the clutpter house 

On tl.e exterior the chnrch and the adjoitung ronvent bnildix.gs show unly features of sixteenlh 
and c.ght«nth century des.gn: in the main fa^ade faeing east, tfae portal dates from Fihppo Buon- 

by double pilLer, and 

r jr.r ' ?r''f««"k 

attnbuied to the rctnodeling directed by Raguzzini in ,727 (fig. .4.). 


‘ S« t*^. iM, 


■j.r. 
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E. ANAl.Y.SIS 

Althoiigh the riKliiiM-iiih ceiiiiiry decora- 
tions of the ii 3 X'c interior hidr ilie origin.!! 
fabric, on the exlerioi «ninc paneh t.f plas- 
ter have becn removed, on ll.c righl side 
from tlie cloister waJU, and on the Irft side 
from the prinling pres» chamber, thus rcvcal- 
ing a few of ihc coliimiu and arcades which 
originally separated the aisirs from ihc nave, 
Evidcnlly tlie ground Icvel hiis riseii < <>nsid- 
crahly sincc the church was hiiili; the top* 
<if the columi, shafl» rise onl> 0,80 m. alKivc 
the present iloor levcl, and tlic base of the 
only fully cxcavatcd shaft (visiblc from the 





Fig. .42. -S. .Silio Wtchin. Ctolunm nf north colon- 
n.ide Kcn fmin cinittee, as exrisvaiecl in 


l‘Nt' •44- b. SisUi Vecchlo. Coluniii l«ie «nil pave, 
nieni of liarly C3iiislian rhunh, racavalrij io iryjft 


cloi.,tcri rests 3.45 m. bclovv Hoor Icvel (lig. 142) on a pavemerti <d' corriapr.to seett in iqijh ■Tig. 144). 
The coinmn shafu are plaii. grry granite, unfluled and arouitd 3,50m. high. They are sur- 
muunted by simple com[)osilc capitaU of grcy rnarble with full acanthus Icaves, volutet and abaci. 
\\hilc leavea and volutes are biucked oui withoui Kulptured detail, the rhalkc is »cl olf from tlic 
abacus by a doubled strip and the vulumet are turmounled by rurved ridgr»' Iftg. 143). Thteap- 
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itaJ, are uniforn, i,, pattcri. bul rangr i„ height fror., 0.39 to 0.50 m. Abovc carh capical resti a 
plain rcrtanpular n.arblc putvin from wJuih spring ihe archivolts of thc nave arx;adcs, thr pulvins 
being from 0.15 to o.i.) m. high, The distances benveen thr columns fiom center to tentrr averaer 
3. ta m. I hc vault in thc rear of thc chapter house rcsis oii two columns of thc samc sct» In 
^Idmon to proyiding a geod vicw of thc shaft, in tl.cirfnlJ hcight. 3,49 m. and 3.5» n.„ and of the 
^pilali flus pa,r. J.kc thr rolumn in %. ,42, shom attic bases. The capital» arr 0.42 and 0.4c tn 
htgh: thr 1^, o ,8 and 0..4 m. rcsprcivciy. Th«e diffcrenccs in hcight may indicate tha, 
ihafu, capitali and ba.,c» arr spoii», while thr pulvins s>ere adjustrd to bring the springing 
of thc arches to thr samc IcvcJ, 4.27 m. j 8 c springing 

The archivolu arc constructed of biprdai» varj-ing in Jength frotn 0.57 ,0 «.62 m and set 
Ilu lo^rTr or two 

the t-lnlrb ? bipeda) size. The morta, jnint.s belwcrn 

bncks ai. catefully trowrlcd and occadonally uorked ,0 a convex. prisnuh aprd sur- 
Attr. w.on.aI bnck coocing in thc spandrels i, exeeuted with tliick mor.ar beds workcd 
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to a smoolli facr a lildr behind thr hrick faic; ilip modulus i» cxactly 5 couis« prr R It I hc 
mor.ar brds range Iron. 25 to 40 mm. with an average ..I' 3. mm. a.ul thus approx.ma.cly ...ual 
im' briclu in chirknrss. 

Fiiur columns with punions of elcvrri archhxilu have Wn unn.vercd iii ihr iiordi mlonnade 
(pl. X; fig. .5) and arr visihic from thc rloistcr. In add.tUin, a fragment of ih* wc.tcriiin.tti 
end pier of llic samc colonnadc is exprttcd at the uunhweii c.mier of ihc .acri.ly, ihal is tn thc 


Fi«. 147. S. SUt.. Vrechin. lairly Chriitian a)Hc 
ihowiriK matfmiv and (l»ckKitiuiiiJ Icit haud 
jamb frf apic witidow, anil Iright «Irp; rificemh 
eemury a(>*c vvali 

right of thr present high altar i fig, 116). The nid pier u of lirick with the samc i luraciirrutini as 
nolcti in thc spandrcls. rVisuming the Romanesqur campanilc to oriupy itie rasi bay of ihc 
original coloniiaclc, wc siiimise from thrsr surviving elemenu ihat origiiially thrrr tniui have 
been thirtecti archrs in thc iiorth nave arcade. 

The porlion of thc south colonnadc which has been expnsed in ihc wall of the printing 
room includes two survis-ing capitali and thc remains of six archivolu, ali very miicli like the 
onci nntrd oii ilic north «ide of thr nave. Prcsumably bolh arcades supporied cleresiorey 
'valU; it may bc coiijccturcd tlial thc original walls prubably survive on cach side of the pres* 
rnt chuech, embedded iit thc tippcr ruoms of ilic convciit and at present iiol visibic. riic remov- 
al of plaster in thc.sr upper rooms wouid probably reveal thc oullinc* tjf the original clereslurey 
Windows, but for thc time beitig these rrmain hidden. 

At thc wcst end of thc t hurt li, narnjw doorways in thc lateral walls on ciihcr side of thc high 
altar gtve access to two small chambers used to stetre altar fumiturc. The chaiiibrr lo the right has 
no spccial features, but thc onc on the left includes thc remains of thc tcriniiial archivoit of thc 
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imidi Iiaxr nrfjdc, ibc cnlonnadc md pier and a Jarge part uf i)ic oriKUial ap»c (fig. 147). In ad- 
ditJiw. Ihr bJcKking ol Ihr WJUth areadr and (hc ma«inrj' iif iJic nmallcr i«*cilcd ap>c ajid Ibrerhoir 
ait cxpoied. T?ic bloeking conxi«iJ; of ipiod bricfen-orls, obviously medieva), and tontains Ihe j.imb» 
of a strtaJI window whirb in lurn u™ blntlird at a later time. Tite maaonry of ihc iiuertcd apse and 
iti forrrboir, on the oiJia haud, i» roiigli and comprwrd iifbiick TragmenU and chunka orstonc in a 
manner cliaracicrisrie ofriflccntli rmitirj conatniction in Roine (fig. 147, liglii edge). The end pier 
of the originaJ na\x aitade project* n.tK» ««. frt>m the chonl of the nrifriiial aj»c. .At tliis point 
iberc is an oirwt in the wall fat e, 0,155 m. w-ide and hcnce indicatinj? an apsr widtli only «.31 m. 
nartwHcr ihan rhr nave. The hriglit oflhe apse raiirint bc incasured preciscly beeausc of the nar- 
rosviinu ol thc chamher, bul from a rmmt ufbrick coiir.«e* it is estimatetl at miighly 10.70 tni-lcrs. 
No scthark has btcii pixmdrtl for the tpringing nf a vauli in the ap«c waJJ, and it is unlikcl}' thnt the 
ap«e eanied a vault of jubblc or brit k. The brirkwork of thr ajne it prrfertiy inte^ral wilh the 
bricktvork of the end pier and Uic spandrei abovr the artliitolt. The brickwork of the concave 
u-aJl i« inierrupted a.«o ni. from the apse fronr b> the vcrtical jamb of an original windosv opening, 
jusi \iiible at the poiiil uhere the fifin-iilh century sanctuary side wall impinges on the carlicr 

maionry' 'Tig. 147, far back). 
Plaster revetmeni conceals the 
precisc levcl of the vvindow 
sili, but it appenrs to Jie about 
3 m. above the paveinent of 
llie pivseiit rhureh or 6.50 m. 
above the original floor IcxtI. 

ExternaUy, the apse wall is 
parlly biddrn by a tliirk leiri- 
forcemcni of medicval brick¬ 
work. The brickwork is iden- 
tiral wiih ilie ina>>oiiry tised 
in blocking ilic last arcli of 
the Icft arcade, and it cnvcl- 
ops the entirc Southwest sector 
of the Early Christian apse 
and strengthens it with an cscarpmrnc of poJygonal pian. An arcli of the same style of brickwork 
continues wcst in the dirccrion of the original nave arcade and provides, to the north, a sctback 
for a floor inside the trianguiar spacc betwccn arch and apse, and lo the south, support for the 
barreJ \-atilt of a long nanosv corridor running cast toward the presenl priniing chamber. The 
couityard belutid Ihc thurch aflords a vicw of boiii the polygona! svaJl of thr medicval additton 
and whai liitle remains of the original .apse. Tlic cctUer sector of thr latter .area sva$ etilirely 
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10 sny, it ttantU at righl anglcs lo thr rolonnade — and it rises 0.90 in. above slw pteseni floor 
Icvel, «r 4.35 m. above the original tloor. The viaiblc poriiuit of wall exicnds only o.riti m. from 
norlh to soiitb, aflcr which the pataage kireaka it. 'Ihc hihiMim ii well butlt wilh iicatly cxrvnied 
niortar joints and beds and it scems, by iis texture, to date from thr iUrly Christian pciind. Mrnrr 
it appears Ihal a liigh iioss wall dividcsl Ihe last bay of tlie south aisle from the tess of llic aisle, 

11 pixrsuniably ilefined a sinaii side rooin, suth as ilial nolotl at S. Ixircnxo in Lucina'. Althnugb 
the parlilinn wall is built ofo/jiu liito/um wUUc Ihc resi of the churcU u, as far as we kiur» , of lii ick. 
Illis does nnl ncressarily mcais ihat the croas wall is of Uter date. Tlieac inalciiaU often orcur 
coniemporancously in the same itnicturc, hrick iKing gcnernily nsrd uhere sirengtl» is ret)uircd 
and iislalum beiiig considered adrtpiale in the upprr parU of buildings and in noitsiruttuial parti- 
tion walls such as the wall in qucsiion. Thr upper wabt of S. I.<irrn/ii in Ltuiiia are among the 
many examplcs of lhi.s *. 

A photograph, laken in 193C and idcnlified as " maionry of the tiglu aisle", ;ftg. 147) sliows 
a Btrctc h «f brickwork wilh regular rountiiig and tlius powibly wilh the s.vnic feaiures as noted 'm 
the apsi- and the n.nvc arcades. Tlie location of the find caii no longcr bc ascemuned, bul it may 
havr been in the courlyard inside ihc cloisier*. 


F. R ECO NSTR UCT IOX 


1. The early Chri«tian church 

No It ace of Rornan structure» ha» survived on llie site of the prrKiil chunh and iu ptcdesrinors. 

The clcmenls pri-scrvcd in ihe walls of ihe present building make it possiblc lo leionitruct Ix.th 
tlie original Early Christian church and it* subsequeiit rcmotlclings. I hc Early Chriiilim church 
ofS. Sisto Vccchio was a btisilica of the type standaril in Rome duriiig the later fonrlh .nui lillh 
centuries, lu nave, 4« R. fi. widc, wa* Hanked by row» of unifoim gratiiie coluinns wilh marblr 
composite capilaU and simple pulvin» which supimrtcd brick an ade*. rwclve columns and thir- 
tcen arche» supported the nave walls on cilhcr side, eacJi arcli spaiuiing lo»/* R. ft, lietween col- 
iimn centers. Outside the ait ades cxiendcd the aisle», one on cilhcr side. No ilniibt ihc urcade» 
supported clercsiorcy walls with Windows. The leiigth of the nave caniiol Ik: eslablUlird defi- 
niieJy since only onc of the end piers ha* Iseen fouiid. and ihc arcades' caiiern imiiu nf terminalion 
is unknown. But in all likelihood ihc location of the presenl faijade coincide» with llie original 
onc, given bolh the position ofthe Romaiiesquc tampanile inside the original nave antl proiiinably 
adjoining it* faqade, and ihc frcqucncy «if Early Christian basilicas wilh thirteeii bay arcades m 
Romr. Herite ihc nave wa» at Icasi 140 R. ft. long and prxwibly sligliily Umgei. H» height, ca. V» 
R. fi., ran be posiulated from iwo clemeni»; the present hciglil of the a,.»c alme ground, ca, 10.70 
meter» (roughly 36 R. fi.), and ihc differemr in leve! bciweeii the presenl and tlie onginal 
pavement, 3.45 m. (lit R. H.). But ihc nave may well liave been a fcw fcel higlier thaii ilic 
apse; possibly il was 55 or even 60 R. ft. high. 

The apse, at ihc w«t end of the nave, wi« only 1 R. ft. narrowcr ihan ihe nave, lu wall, 
only a R. n. ihick, but alnnrsi 50 R. ft. high, wa» piened by two or ihrec Windows, ^n apse o 
these proportions can hardly Itavc supported a vault. Indced, no sctbatk for the springing o a 
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hnlf clomc npr iuiy Iracc nf a vaiilt is viiiblc. Ilciicc \vc 
piraumr ihai iJif afMe urixinally had a conical uuoilcn roof. 


u*r; allrrnatwJy, it may havc carrii-»! a haJf 
(ighi m.-itrriai, such A> raiir, htiiiK from Ihr 


donic of n vr 
raftcn *. 

Tlir laal bay adioiniiiK ihr ap«p was parlilioniMl olf <in 
c.-irh «idr by a rroia wall, iKiis drfinil)); a side ixmm whieli was 
perhaps used as a sarristy. SVe do noi knmv if an openini; in 
fbr rrtiiH wall aJIoivril dirrrr rnminuniraltoik brtsverri the 
aitle and ihe end chanibcr, bu( ihrrr renainJy was an 
airhway rnininiiing the line of the nave anaitr; ihrough Ihts 
(Ite cliamber commutiiratecl wiih ihc nave at a |>oiiit di- 
rertly in front of the apse. 

An atrium may have existed cast of ihe « hitrch, but it 
is fciiown orily ihruitgh Fra Sanii's woodeui (fig. t,}9), tvhich 
sliows ihr rjitranre wtng of an atrium nr foreeourt distinet 
from the churrh fa^ade. Sincc lite wiiidow ainl tlonr framea in this wing appear to bc of 
fifirenih centun- design, it was prcsuniably buili or remodeJed under SixJus IV. Kut it is tin. 
pcMsibJe to telJ if the EarJy Chri.stiaii ehurrfi Itaii such an atrium <ir fnreeourt In any eveni. 


hav^dc of at 


Io ^*otcllio. Fra Sanet, 


since lite medievaJ Jcvcl of the rhitreli was high above the original one, the atrium ti 
been rebuiJr in the Miiidle Age.«. 


I have 


2. The Medieval rebuilding 

The basilica was thmoughly remodeJed in ihe Higli Middlc .Ages; the type ufbrirkwork empluycd 
bcan wimr.ss lu this date. The aisle.s wcre abandoned, the ateades of the nave werc blocked 
and at leasi some of the rolumns wcre removed, iiicluding tv,o whirh sverc teused in ihe chapier 
hoiise. TJitts Ihe ehuixh was traiisforrned into a structure wiihout aislrs, lerminatcd by the rtri- 
ginaJ apse. The apse was reinftirccd, at Icasl in its Southwest sci lor, whilc soutJi of it a structure of 
unknown lunrliun and ili-dchned phin was addrti. It containccl a short bairej-vuiiltcd corridor 
Icading Ihrough a wide arch into a triangular room scveral stories high and locatcd beiwecn the 
corridor and ilic tdd apse. The corridor (erminated at a (witit roughly rorresponding ro the o(ms 
iiiUiUim cross wall which, since Early Chrisiian limes, had cui olf the last bay from the rest of the 
South aisle. The norih aislc dixappeared almo»! cniircly in ihe medirva/ remodcling; otily its 
westemnKRiI bay immediatels preteding the springing of the apse survivctl as a sacri.siy, 'I he 
rtal of the aide, reaching fnsm the sacristy to the favade, w-as occupied by the soulh wing ofthe ine- 
dieval cloisiei ilui prereded the prcseiit one. ludecd, while the present cloisler apparenily dates 
from the late lixteenth or ihe sesenieerith ccniury, ii prcsrrvcs ihe oullinc of a medieval cloister as 
well as some of iis salient features; the chapier housc off the east wing; the fa<,ade of this chapter 
ho^; iis levcl, i.iom. bclow the floor of the present cloister; and in a short streteh ofpavemcnt 
m front, the IrseI ofthe medieval eJoisicr, 0,55 m. briow the prcsrtii one. ThU levcl presumablv 

corrrsjwuded 10 Ibat ofthe medieval churrh, u fuU a.^ m. higher than the Rarly Christian level. 
incc I ic iicw medieval level plat ed the apc.K of the original areades oniy 1.75 m. above ihe floor, 


- Uir EmdN-kuiiH V... S. s 




the nave rmdil hardly have rantinurd lo rummiinicBir wiili ibr rrmiuiimK simib «istr. Iiidrefl. 
its areades wfcre appaieiiily liloekrd, as was iJic one stili visihle nrai ilir .ip.r, Icaviug i.idy smnll 
Windows in ihc lilm king walb. Rcionu of unknown funrilnn and iliapc were |iretiimiibly intrrird 
into Ihe area t.f ihr aislr, correipontling U. the irioilrni priniiug preas ihambrr. The uulrr Wall 
(d'Ihe aisle was preserved; il is vuible on all sixirmih and sevrnirmih 1 eiiiury map» ‘ and nn 
duubl surviva 1« iliis day under the cigliirenih ccnluiy plasler. At ilie Minr time the . ainpanilr 
wiu buill, siarling on the new medieval level and orr upyinn ihe nnrilieatl comer ol ihe nave 

/MI ihesc fraiiires are inicrlinkcd and ihus lonlcmiioraiinius. Hie raising «if the Kmund limed 
churrh and cloister oiuo ihc samr Icvrl. The butiding of ihr cloister tieiessiialrd AbaiidoniiiK 
the iiorlh alsie. Reawms of symmetry and, even more strongly. ihe devaiinn of ihe ihurdi level 
forerd npon llir nirdieval builden blucking tlic MOJih arradr as well, and lirme givlng up ilw 
South aislc. As a furllier coniecpience, medieval slrwlures couid Isr interted into Ihe area Miulh 
of the apse. Finally the Iims of lioih aislrs (lennilled the seuiiig of ihe rampanile inio ihr nave, 
iradifion nntwitlutanding. 

An approximate date for the medieval irmodriing is gisrn by llu- iwelflli ih ihirirrnib leniiiiy 
brickwork cmployed in blocking the Iasi ar« b of ihr Miiiih arx ode and in ibr consirurtiims, ini lud- 
ing the arch soutb of ihc apse. ThU date U fiirtbcr sup|>ortcd by tlir kUrly tioihir icaiuies ol 
the chapter housc and parde ularly by tJie Windows and the door framr in Its fat;adr. As we diall 
sec, ihc doeumenlary cvidcnce eonlinns this date*. 


3 . Later remodelinga 

The onIy strutiural cliaiige of post-mcdievul date in ihr interior o< ilir building was llie iiisrtilon 
inio clie original apse area of a narrowrr chancel terminaicd by a polygonal a)Mr. Iis masnniy 
as wcU as ihc polygniial plan of ihe apse siiggesu a |>rriod id lonslruclion in the Idirrnili 1 riiliuy. 

AII laler changes, from ihr fresco deroralion uf ihr thaiirel arra to ihr liravy poiiai of ilu- 
fa^ade, concem oniy Ihc decoralion of llir buUding. Its aspeil in tlir rnUIdIr ol Ilir scvrriirriiih 
century is best dcscribcd by Bru/io *. In his time, tlie tiiigle navr was Iit by Issxi wiinbiws in ihr 
Icfl tlaiik and by single Windows in the right flank, in the fa^adr and in the a|isr. The navr, llien, 
muat have bcen ralhrr dark, The light, cijjen impression it ronvcyi UMlay was prodused by tlir 
cighceenth century remodcling which crralrd ihr altois, llir ilueeo tirioralirm and the (puirrinil 
windiiws in ihr flanks and the fayaile ol the navr. 


G. CHRONOLOGY 

1. The early Christian church 

The plan and clcvation of the basilica, as thry can l>c rnotutrucird fiom ibe survivmg Karly 
Christian ciements, Iravc liitlr doubi as lo ihe appioximate dmr of its origiii. Thr plan, with its 
thirteen areades or eiiher side of tlic nave, and the brickwork of llie walls find r.lcMC parallris in 
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CORPII3 MAHIUCARfM CHRIVriA.VARI’M UdWAR 

Jjuaduiff» njcti as S. Vifalr {daltd 401 ta 417) S. Sabina (+»a «o aflcr 43*) » and S. Loreiuo in 
Lucina (43» lu 440) The pertod of consfrurlion nf S. Sislu cai» tliiis br rra-innabty narrowrsJ 
down to rhe fiisi forty yram nf Uic fifth ccnniry. Since «he resrmblanrc to S, I.nrcnzo in Lucina 
b fiariicuJarJy «iriiins. inciiiriinnr even ilic lack of an apse vault (or clsr a vaull of light mnteriai), 
the poniificatc of Sialus III ,'43»-44o) ivniild .« em to ofler ihc most appnijiiiate date. On ihe 
otherhand, ihc moduhii and poinling of the brirkwnrh «Jggnl at firat «ewing a someu-at different, 
carlicT date, rimer to that of cliuirli A at S. Pietro in Vincoli, nbout, 400 AD. *. True, llie Inraliitn 
of ihe modulus samplei may account for the differmcca: at S. Sisto and S. Pietro in Vincoli they 
were taken far down in the strucliirr whtrre ihc brickwork was thus tightly (tarked, while it was 
Inosdy spaced high ufi in the clcrestorcy walls of S. lairrnro in Lucina. But a date ahout 400, 
like that of chnrch A at S. Pietro in Vincoli is eqiially jjimilile and the character of the capitals 
wniilfl apprar to support surh an early date *. 

]| is hard to cxplain the levcl of Ihc Karty Clhristian basilica, 1.15 m. below the levcl of the 
second ccnniry rernains found at ncarby S. Ccsarco diagnnally acrosti the slren. \Ve can onjy 
suggest that ihr vaJIcy in which the churches lic may have a naiural slnjic, ilcscending a meter or 
so from S. Ce*.»reo and SS. Nereo ad Achilleo to the site of S. Sisto. By the eighth and ninih cen- 
turim, wheii S. Cesarco and SS. Nereo ad Achilleo weie rrbuill, a.6g and 3. tg m. rcspcctis-ely 
abocr the original levcl of S. Sisto, the ground on their sitie of ihc road had risen stili furihrr 
It hiu becn suggested tliat S. Sisto VeeeliHi shuuld be identihed «dtli the baiilica Crfruntiana 
whit h Pope Anastadiis I fininded or biiill at ihc lurn of the fourtli eentury in the second region on 
the \’ia Mamurtini The suggcslion is basecl on Ihc fullo» ing csddcncc: Ihc " /ilului Creittn- 
IMUM " appears among the lignaturcs of the .lyntKl of 409, but disappears from among thosc of the 
synod ofgpg; on Ihc oiher hand a '‘liluhu fancti Sixti", prcviously utiknoMm, makcs its appcarance 
iincxpcctcdly during the pontificale of Gregory Ihc Grcat ;5C)o-6o4J, and among the signalurcs 
of ihc synod of 595*. The ideniificaiion of the two tiluli is plausiblc and ccrlainly the icch- 
nical feaiurcs of the £arly Christian ba.silica of S. Sisto Vccchio would iiot militate againsi a 
dalc about 400. On ihc olhcr hand, the documrntaiy evidence in support of ihis date, while 
plausihie, is not conclusivc. True, the list of 499 includes at least four iiame» of tituli that 
are no Irnigrr menlioned in the list of 595, while the lattei includes four tituli which do not 
appear in 495J. But drspiie the pioneer work of J. P. Kit^ch, the corrcspondences bctwcen 
the disappearing and ncwly appesiring tituli have neser bcen worked out to jserfcction; nor is it 
certain that tlic ncw tituli oceupicd the samc siles as the oldcr ones wliich disappeared affer 499. 
lii Ihe case of the liluliu (or hasiliea] Crfuentianiu and S. Sisto Veccliio respcctively, the dilTiculty 
is compounded by the topographical indicatiniis of Ihc Liktr PonJifKaiii, which place the baiilica 
Cnumluuta “ m regione // Iw Mamurtini ” » This ))assage cannot refer to the ccclesiastical second 
repon, around S. Ciorgiu m Velabro, but must mean the second region of .Augustus. This com- 
prised the Coeban lliti above, but ii did not include the site of S. Sisto Vcccliio which bclongs to 
the fim region. Porta Clapena. On ihe other lumd, the Via Mamurtini tnav wcll bc linked to the 
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“ balneum MamtrHai ” which apiiears thtuughoui the regionaries as lying in ihr first rrgiimThU 
Street may have croased from the firsl uilo ihc second region and thus rearbrd llvr •* kasihra Cro- 
icenliana in regione // ". Morcover, ihe iiramns of S. Sisto Verchio Io ihe linrder of llie second re¬ 
gion makcs il cqually jKissiblc that the compiler of ihe /afrrr Ponlijunlif mistakenly atiiihuied it lo 
ihc second inslead of ihc tirii region. 

The toticlusions m be drawn from each of lliesc aUcrnatives are clc.ir. U ihe banliea lor lilultu) 

( reieen/iana/ of Anasiatius really wrre siluated in the firsl tatliet thaii in ihc srtoiid tegion, il nuKhl 
sscll be iilriilical with llie rarly bflh eentury ihurch, the rernains of which wr have Iwen disruning. 

This in turn opetis two further ponibililies: eilhcr ihe elemcnis of ccmstruciion and pUiiiiiiig which 
wr are accusioincd to ideniifying with ihc pontificale of Siatus III make iheir •ippranincr as early 
as about 400; or the rcferenre iii the /.iber Pantifiealit which uies llie vague irim, "ferit", means 
that the badiiea Cresermiann was founded by .Aiiasiosiua l *, ImjI was buill later, tmssilily oiily under 
Sixtus 111 . On the other hand, if ihc banliea and tlic llfu/aii Crtirtnfwnar Urlniig to tlie srtciiul rrglim, 
onc would have to a»ume a transfer of llie tittilus lo a basiHca ponaibly buiit by Siatus 111 , llinugh 
nol menlioned in his biogtapliy. This basilica, the preseiit chunli ofS. Sisto Vccthui, would have 
retaincd the old titlc of Ctticetitianae until at least 499. ihcn lo rachaiige il for the namc of lu builder, 
Sixtus Ili, in llic course oftlic sixth eentury, and around 806 for the nante of Siatus II, pope .iiicl 
martyr *. 

Each of theic iillemalivcs is fiauglii with diffieullirs. l lie handiing of llie brickwoiU and llie 
style of the capitals suggesl a date about 400. Thus we tuggest that S. Sisto, iiidrrd, is thr basdiea 
f.'r*«y«/iflaa, founded by Anaslasius 1 . betwccn 399 and 401, but emjneously loiated in the second 
region by the /.tber Ponlifitaiu. In plaii, ihcn, it would br ihc hnt in the «roup of basilli as which 
bccomr Standard in Rome from S. N iiale to tlic churches Iniilt undet Siatus 111 . liideid, given 
the shorlncssof Anasuisius’ poniificate one miglii toy with thr hypothesis lliai Slaius III irrmiiial- 
cd a structure Icft incomplete by Aiiastasius. This would cxplain the resemhlam e of thr limln r 
rooled apse lo that ol S. Loremto in Lucina, and ihr insrrlion of a side thanilier at ilir end «f the 
South aiilc. It would also cxplain tlic rcplaccmeni by gyg of the origuial tille of thr ihurili 6diili«i 
Crescenliana hy ihc ncw nainr, .Vanr/i Sinti not Sixtus II who bceomes liiiketl to it «nly omlcr ilie 
Carolingiaii popes, but Sixtus III, under wltom conslruclion was eomplelrd. 


2 Later rebuildings 

The rcbuililiiigs of the church are casiJy dated. The meelieval rcbuilditig wliich crealetl tlic siiigle 
nave, the cloistcr lo the iiorlh, the chapter housc, and the campaiiilc inside ilic nave, must 
coincidc with Ihc documenled activity of Iniioicnt HI and Honorius lll lieiwcim laig ajid liJi. 
The rcmodeling under Sixtus IV, terminated apparcntly in 1478, preauniably coinprised the bulUl- 
ing of Ihc ncw chanecl and ihc i»lygoual ajsse. Certainiy the portal ol (.lardinal Feirici. now 
transplanted to ihc soulh wing, was then sct up eilhcr on the fat;ade of llie t hurcli or on tlut ol thr 
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atrium, and ilie chuixli favadc «as possibJy, thr atriutn favadr certainly, rcbuiit (fig. 149). The 
nsluration undfrialL»'ii by tlardinal Runrirriinjtaffni, 157* to 1586, riiaiigcd lililc in ihc stniciurc of 
thr rhiin']i bul includit rhr huildinff ofthe present cloist^r and oi' the heavy niain jHirtal, -.u wcll 
as liir dccoration of ih« laulrs of (hc apjc suid forn-hoir «-ith frcscocs and j^ldcd siurto, and l)j« 
Jaying^out nf a rriuriyard in firont of (hc chim li. Kinaliy in (hc cigheccntli century, Ragii/rini 
dnipjnl thr prescni aftars in the nave and ihe quatrcfoil uinibiw fr.-imcs in the fa^ade and ihc 
iJcrcstorcy «'atts. 


H. lJISTORja\L POSJTfO.V 

'fiir churrli ofS. Sisto V’ccchio, as originaliy buiJt, rrpi'cscnt!i to perfcction the type of Early 
Chriiiiiafi basihVa (iiat bceame staiidaiti in iht’ Rtirnr in coursc of the fifih century: Jong in 
comparison (o its ividth and thus different from the bmader prtiportions of S. Clcitienle, resting 
on thirteen arcades, and terminated by a sinijtie scinicircuJar aj»c «ilit two or threc Windows. 
Ifbuilt hetwecn 399 and 401, as is very (iJccly, it wouid indeed bc thr rarliest e-xampic of the 
t>pe so far kncivn, preceding S. \'iiale, S. Sabina, and S. laircnzo in Lucina. On the other 
hand, if coinplcted iti the pontificate of Sixtu.s fit, it w-ould coincide with that popc’s S. Lorenzo 
in Lucina, not onty in plan and proportions, hy tlien generali)' accepted, but even in the timber 
covrring of the apse and the piovision of a side rhamber at the end ofthe aislc. 


SL'PPLE.\IK.\T.ARV iVOTF. 


Long aAer teminating the manusrripi of this srction, we Irartted in the vvinter 1968-1969 
of the investigation of the churcli and the cxcavalions of the atrium and the sotJtherii aislc 
Wall ntidertaken by Protestor H. Gccrtmaii of Groningen Univcrsiiy. Professor Geertmaifs 
preJiminar)- report has just been published in /tnd. Pont. Accad. 41 (1968-1969). pp. ai9-2a8; 
the finaJ report is to follow in 1970. 8ut in a letter, writlen May 13, 1960, Professor Geertinan 
was good ctiough to inform me , R.K.) briefl) of the results of lii.s investigations and tn permit 
me to puhlish IU this volume as a supplcmentary note his siimmary. Morct.ver, on Srptem- 
14, ,969, Professor Crertman and hi.t wife kindly accompanied mc on a visit lo the 
rhujrh and fum.shed additional expianations. Professor Gccrttnan', letter foMows in translalion: 

. The worl was undcrtaken from the fali „f ,967 to the spring of 1968. At a depth of 
J.45 m. beJow thr present pavement of cloistcr and rhiirch wc found the remains of a basilica 
a^c'^!!!!r nortl.-northwest. It had a.i apse and a triple- 

* '(““''"P»™™-- Tl<' «P»" U„ ,uaL 

:.r„rr'ir""" ^ 

X hcightcninrr of H ii * ^ 25.50 m., the height circa 13.15 ni.: 

The pavement '0^1! k! beginning of the thii tcrnth 'century^ 

■rrcgular';:;::::: n ‘«-‘inpotticus of a cntde 

ra^ade Windows and of th^^e‘a^ad 

of the «ave arcades were plastercd and painted i„ many-colorcd stripes. 


iiunilH r of aichiletlural and derorative clrmenis and a rrnrwed rxaminallnn «f the 
wriltcii stiurces wouid b-ad one lo identify the basilica found below S. Sisto Vccchlo witb the 
6a.siJiea Cmrentiana, consrrraied by Anastasius I 1399-401!..." 

During our visit in Septendier 1969, Professor Geertman mnreover poinied nui ihe iraces 
of the apse window (o llie right, the outiines of the Windows, nnw uncovrrrd on tlic l'ai;adc 
and in llie right hand derestory, of the triple arch of the faqade. of the limi arch of ihc 
right hand nave arcade and of llic end piers projccting from both the right and lefl hand 
nave arcades. He also pointed oul thr blorking of the triple entrancc arch, possibly in the 
carly .Vliddic A.gcs lor aa early as the fifth century, as at S. Pictro in Vincoli? |R.K.)|, and 
the lack of honding bctwcen the Icft hand nave wall and the f!i<;ade, pcrh.-ips as a tesnU 
of “ clockwisc construction ", as at S. latrrn/o fiiori le muni 
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1551 BiTAtiNt, Skeifhy groundpian, woodeut; Map of Roinc fcd. Ehulf., Ruma ai trmpo di Cialw 
UJ, Rome, 1911). 

1571-1576 .Alpailano, (rruundpJan, ink and wasit; Valicun Library', Archivio Capic. di .San Pieiro {<up, 
rii; cd. Orrati p. X.WII and pl. 2; engraved, 1590, ibid., pl. 1; A 
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>; Of- 51-66, Sft„ diiU /atri 
1703-1706. oiuimniiynrd .i 
lil 1536, Kr Cerrsii. 


«f S. Siclano f/om 1703 10 I7if9; str Moxum 
Iter alia thr rirflimiaK cc, ii-ij, annti)WOu 
. I7'r|-I7l8: cc. 106-150, lOlaiim, AttVlw» 
inu IViui arctiiltm. 
t AtrAXA-vn, i,p. dl., p. XXVI ff. 


S. SrKTAKU UEULI AUEMI>n 


•577 Dupta.AC-LAFRiY. View «f church anci adiaining huildtngi frotn northr.-un, engeaving; Map of 
Rume fed. Ehulk, Roma frima di-Villa F, ttnmr, 1908) ’. 

15R9 V'Arf Ci.tvT., View from iouthwcsi sliowing apse, luuih transept, roof of nave and liclfTy, p.Vtnl- 
ing: presem luiation tmimown (1'uirrAX, Piante iti Rvma, pl. 260)*. 

'593 IrMPKsiA, Virw from wctl marked "Santa Marta wucdiini; Ucbis Romae Proipcctus (rd. 

ScHfCK, Sioekliolm, 1915; rdition of 1606, ed. F.iiut.n, Roma al lemfio Ji Pnula l', Vatican City. 

'93»). 

1625 Maoc.i, Virw from wrst, woodciil; MAiKU-MairpiN-l aisi, Map of Riiinr (ed, Ehsiuc, Rumu al 
letnpo di L'ttantt VIII, Rome, I9t5). 

1736—17,14 Noi.i.t, Grmind plan Ishori nave wilhout aisles), drawing; Plan of St. Prict's and HurronndinKs 
'IFbuta/, Piante di Roma, pl. .384; see also Nolli's map of Rome, cngiaving, iliid,, pl. 413 und 
Roma ul tempo di Renedetl» XIV, rd. Emrlf., Vatitaii City, 1932). 

1R92—1893 Rai{Airt.T de Fi.ei)1iv, Gruund plan, elcvation, rcconitiuciiun nf plan, and dclails, all l>.-iscd 011 
aurvey undcrtakcn by Buairi-Vici 1892-1893, lithugraphs; Ui .faciUr de la ,\Utu, V, Paris, 

1897, p. 7 r., pU. 430. 43t, 432. 

1931—1933 Felici and others, Viewa and detaiis, photograplis takcn prior tu and iliiring Giovannani's cam- 
puign of rcsioration; .Archivio Fotugrafko, Musci Vaticani isrr .alsn, GiuvAKNOKt, 1934, 

C. DA TES 

593 594 Gregory 1 trlls of Calla Patricia, a noblc widow of bis mpiaintatur, who ” GnlAurunt... Irmps- 
rihui ", i. c. prior to 536, wilUdrcw to a niinnrry neat St, PeteFs “ JMf apui Ueaii Peln apaibdi 
atcclrsiam rnowwPrio tradidi! " whicit stili (lourished a( the time of ItLs witltng ^Geeoorv tke 
Gar-AT, IJiafagi..., IV, 14 |Micnf., 77, 340 f. (a» IV, 13)]; firrgnrii Magni Dialugi [F»itli 
per la storia d'Italia, 57) rd. MoRteuA, Rome, 1924, p. 246 ff.). Tlic idcnlity of litis iiiitiamrd 
niinncry witli tlic later monastery of S. Sti-fano Maggum-, wliile snggesledi by rightit, nintli 
and eleventh century sources rem.ains to bc proven; sce liclow, dig». 772-795, 795-RtG, 1073- 
1074 (FkIUIARI, .Womijffrir.i, p. 322 f.). 

732 .\ monastery ijf St. Stephen is listcd with two others, onc dcdicatcd to St. John and Paul, llie 
othet to St. Martin, all " steut basUieam apostoli ... iuscription cummemorating the synud 
lield under Gregory III :Fekkaki. Motmleries, p. 319). 

757 .A papal bitll refers to a house ndjoining the momulrry uf St. Martin, Iml Ixdunging tu llii- mon¬ 
astery “ S. Siephani eata Galla patrieia ” (MxNst, .VacfCTuwi (.'snrtfuirum itera et ampiiisima Callei’ 
tio, Xll, Floiencc, 1766, [reprinl Grax, 1960], coi. 552, as quotcd by Ferrari, Afiumderiri, 

P- 3'7)- 

772--795 Hadriun I rcfortns tlic moriaslic congregation " in monasitrio sancti .Viephani cata /l/irAam [sicj pa- 
triciif litum ad broltim Petrum apoatotum sincc the monastery had liecn liadly ncglecled, ” iit 
magna deiidia tl mgleilus incuria positus erat ”, and did nol fulfill its religious obligaliuns, a nrw 
abliot “ peranna idonea ” was ap|)oinlrd and the congtegation ordered to pcrlbrm, jolnlly 
with three other monasteries, tlie laudes al St. Pctrr'i :I..P., 1 , p. 501; Ferrari, iV/eiwitmri, 
p. 320). 

795 816 l,co III, probably in 809, rrbuilds from its foundations the monastery, “ moiittilrruim laisrft ... 

■Vtr/diani qui appellatur cala Galla patricia ", whicit had licen damaged .ind in part collapsed from 
old age, logclher with its oralory ”, simul cum oratorioprmum iaernt/uadam/ntum " {/..P ll, 28). 
In the donation list of 806 the monastery, lisicd as ahove, reccivci a small lighting fixturc, 
"fBBitl/wn ex argento petis, lih. ll et semis" {LP., II. p. 22). Ilowever, as eaiiy as ca, 802- 
803 Leo had providcd a textile “ ii» oratorio sancti Strphani a sancto Prtro i/uae appellatur omtorem " 
{I..P, II, 13); Ferrari, who quotes the former two referentes (.Monasleries, p. 320), oiniu ihc 


' Rrpratrd wiib minor vuialiun» on the inutH of Orrutrr, 161». ;Kat-iAZ, haaU di Raim. pl. 291) and l>r i6aj, iitid., pl. Joj|. 

• fBirrAt, p. 191, rppiodufMl live virw lirom a ptiiaoRniph lAkni in 19J0 ai a CbiiMir s»lc aSnl. I. p. 19II. \ «imilM puntins *mA 

sliown al HiimiiiRlMni in 19.59 (WATiwiujitiii, "Sonic noro ... Barlimtlaa .Ua/aiini 95 <195-3;. p- :ti6) »"d «i'1 onolhrt kimirily in Vwniu. 
bdongs now to tbe Lugt CoHcction (iW.. «ri- alw /timueX, teJalen. 1. 461. One «f the lormrr two, «r p<«iblr sull aooiho vrfunt. 

W.1» irrii by mr IR. Jf.) »hmil 1960 on tbr New Yotk »rt mafkrt, uiggcsted corrrrtly l>i»i all go back to diel.hrs madr by van Clcs-r 

• So!^ of thr pbotograph» publiihed by Cwvanmmi ean no luiigrr br iroctd. eiiber in the PhotograpU An hiva of Ih* \ alit an Miacum 
«r ul Ftlieib, 
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la,. onc for rf«.or» .>..kno«n. R*K».di"« ««‘fy 

s. sccj-aoo «-f-- 

Prior to 817 Pawhal 1, " „ _r^^, ,|,a conKirff.ilion and dirri M iu attcnlion lo ihc <»rr of ,iil 

V' fi doL^i^l^to^liir - 4“' •^‘•-~.' 

817 824 tciilcj, includioR onc wilh rcprtKnintion. of thr Vii^ii and Sauil. Prtrr and Pau 

•" •“ -S-Irirrr 

tn^iairi~r"P'^‘*" ■• Domixi", ob«oiuly in acrond uir^ iGiovannoxi, lyM. P- '3 
«ir. 14) to Iho iiitisdictioii of St. IVtcr-n ol Ihc churchc of St. Jolin and l’ 

R««rr ...•’, thr poMr«iot« donat, d <0 that tr.on«U,y by Pat- 

1455 1457 In eh«i‘h. \>p^'’j^tn^>ul Ut.it it waa Ibrmrrly a «implt orauny. 

.475 

(Laxca^. 5 Wa W. .. P 7. quouns Jrn. 

fri:vr;rd'rr;i;:cr^^^^ « 

‘••.■\ppu'^ti ,^.dl «piX dii Su3 deiflndlani ncl Ctnqurrrnto”. .S/«d. '5 

r tXl .6 ff «p. P. ** f.>. an.1 intlaIN i» thr interior an iconmtati» (.^drcoratrd «ath pa.nt- 

pira." ,h, .;.»*, Jm, L,k Pbc. und.r S«,a, IV (.VW.» 

J. ,76 f.). Thr nrst rrfr,rn.c. to tbc prr«-ncc of Abj^n.nn, occur >" ^49^ '497 

(UiTVRa cp. ril., p. 23; Mauro ua I.eoxb«a. »p. rt<.. p. 179 f-i «« »'»“ .'U/f OCHio. upi 

Ofc. .5.., (. .6,V - I, W W... ,. 

1523—1534 Clemcnl \'n ha« a pair of tvtxidcn doort installrd ( foRRicto, «p. 0;., p. 3 >■ - ,• 

EXTRVU-rAM Ii AErtttOP. AUVWINU O0NCE»AM // PLVTUt» INETAVRATAM RRKOVAN9T // 

luMo conTiouAi rr iiort\'m II KV.snirv» RRurirvir orxavjt ll a.d. mdcovi (hoROfi—... 
/^J^vi P 3" llv.o ni Leosuea. op. «7.. p. 277; i« detail, Camrana. 
ihri..., a. quotrd abovr. p. 17«). Thr architcet Antonio Valeri di^reets ‘I’" 

»p.tU., c. 2t. 1C9’): eliinination of original apse, and Iraniept; butldinj? oi thort nave, chancti 


• Rc*ario.| Ibr probablr lUiuig of Ibr dirte p»*wct, 

• Piuuai. iWmJoKi. p. $»i 
/urt, fUn " or " tantn i 

Sulanu klaaeiixr at S. SicCui» <aU GalU Patrici 
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D. GEN ERAL O ESCRtFI lO.V 

S. S.rfano degli Ab<ssini iuucb roughJy 30 m. »oii«fiwcm of ehc main apw ..r St. Pclrr’s antl 
hcncc rougUly 76 m. from thc aj«f of thc Constaiifiriian basilica, Its axis is at an aniflc of ahoui 
eo" eo thai of Ofd Sl. Pctcr s and thus runs from cast-norUicast to «nith-southicest. Today ihr 
church i.«.If as rcstorr.l by Giovanum.i iRriwccn .93, and 1933: it i.s isoJatcd. rathcr than 

framoti by thc bufJdin^ which had adjoiiied it unul thco; and it i, composed of disparate elements 
a Baroqiic fa^ade antf a naix? anti apsed transcjjt restored to their metiio-aJ aspeet bui deprived 
of aaJes. The fa^ade, sunnounted by a broken triangular gabfe, is ffanked by projes ting 
biuuIJes of piJasicrs an.l pierred by a sitigic doonvay above tvitich is a loiv rectangtdar windotv, Its 
destgn and detaiis taJiy vvith ihe date of the remodclings undertakpn by Clcment XI, 1703-1706 and 
1716; the eariicr re.nodelinff is dorumented by tui inscription tablet above litc door, tlie Jater by 
a conrentporary chronirleHotvever. the framc of the door is mut h oldei , a» indicated by its 
nneeaux and cyma decoraiion of ttvrJfd, or tJtirtcet.ih ceniur>- character. Five steps drscend fmn. 
the dooruay to Ihe intenor. Since ,93». the interior has eoiisisted of a nave vvithout ai.sles, crossed 
near the mjddic by a diaphragrn areh; a coniinuous transept opening into ihc nave through a 
mumph^ arch carned by T-piers and columns; preceding thc transept, one bay of the aisles on 
eiiher side, which commurucate with the transept tiirough iriibeatcd opcning.s subdividcd by 
co umns; and /inaljy. a «rmicircuJar ap.sc. Within the side waUs of the nave parts of the original 
colonnad« hasj been uncoyered. backcd by oute, ual/, dating from .931 to .933. Five columns 
10 the righl imd two to the Jeft are visible, and thosc to the right stili carry an aixrJiitrave; but thc 
«.ndotys m the derestory of the nave, as indeed the better part of thc,e npper walls, werc frccly 
dcsigned by Giovanuoni. Xeediess to say, tlie open timber roof, of nave and transept likewise 
date irom 193? to 1933, 

\>ithin fl,c transept, oniy a short distance Irom the triumphal arch, Giovannoui .sct up a trans- 
ven^ chancel Kreen. To th.s inodem screen he applicd f.agmcnts of interlace work ««ce/h, Ibund 
the y»*uych m part b> iJosiri about r88o, in part during thc restoration campaign of .031 to 
1933. Inside the «rtecn, sesen .steps ascend to an upper JevcJ which filis the apse and, in thc cetilcr 
^of the tramept, carrie* thc altar and ihe four column, of its cattopy. The block of the aJiar 

r^itaT on Giovamtoni’.,. Below 

Ith chamb r' -nMtp. I„eJ. (iiovannoni t^tored ayrae.dr//t. This Icad, into 

bu?tbctr The npper part, of ,he cr>T,t are gonc, 

bu. thc lower parts of IU waJIs, 10 a hrigh. of roughly 60 cm.. were found by GiovLoni pre- 

rbtlrflL/rV '"d “--i- 

' Jf north and sonth from the Jowcr transept levcl. 

tliat of thc churchV^**^ "ave and the area of the former aisIes, remains of sti urtiires dillcrcnt from 
tlnst of the church werc found and rncJo«:d in a basement by Ciiovannoni. 


»kI 1716. 
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E. ANALYS^S 

The structure of S. Stefano is hard to in¬ 
vestigate in its present state. The restoration 
campaign of 1931 to 1933 did a ihorough job: 
thc floor was dropped 1.20 m. from tlie eight- 
centh century level to thc original onc and 
made acccssiblc by five steps inside thc cn- 
trancc door; large paris of the walls weie rc- 
built as was thc npper level of thc chanccl 
which occupies thc center of thc transept and 
tlie ajisc; Windows in thc apse and thc nave 
were opencd, at limes it sectus without suffi¬ 
cient evidcncc; and thc entire building was cov- 
ered, inside and out.sidc, with a thick jdastcr 
coat •. As a resuit it is iinpossiblr to dlstin- 
giiish original and ncw paris, or, for ihai mat- 
tcr, changes in thc original structure cfTectcd 
during thc Middle Ages or from the firicenlh 
through the eighteenth centuries. .Morcover, 
tlie buseniriit.s opened below thc church in 
>93' 10 '933 itnd ihc structure, ihey cnclosc, 
are difficiilt of access bes'ausc of constant flood- 
ing. Under ihesr circumstances it bccomcs 
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nccwary to ha.c fh.- invctiK»lion nf the chiirth «nd thr aiileccdcnt «tniriurc» to « laiRc 
dccw on thr j.liotograplis. drawinffs .incl d«crip.iotis prfpnrr.l uiidci Giovnnnon.’» dircction in 
eonr,r^uon «ith hi, c-mpaign and on a frw .uppirnn-nting not« and photographi taken by mr 

;R.K.) al that time. ., , , .... <- .. 

Plicn- ro Ciovannoiii s rmioration. the chunh was flankrd oii cithcr sidr by buildings for thc 
lue «f Ihc clei^- attachni fo S. Sicfano. Thcse urre ercctcd or n-tiesiRiicd in thc carly cij<litcciilh 
.«itury» Bchind VaJeri'* facadc. the church iwlf con«Med of a short nave extcnding only lo 
thr diaphragm arch of the original navx; a «haUow chancei behir.d lltal arch; and a nunow and 
du.Motv rrrtansutar apac t.-50 a. h). Mtc level of the nave liad bccn ralttr.i ..20 m. above ihr 
Orimnal onc» A sacmrv brhind the apse fiJIetJ the r«t of thc orypnal nave, follotvcd by a eourtyard 
whiVJ. projected beyond thc old ttiutnphal arch in the a.ea of the tratuept I hc aisles are i cportcd 
I» Jiavc beeii " almosl enrirety « built anti separated from thc nave 10 iiavc servetl a* pa^aRO and 
,t«raRC roonu " f But thii i> tmly frue of lltc south aidc. To the north, according 1» Busiri's plan 
and old phntORraphs thc aiea of thc aide wa» occiipied near thc facadc by thc clergy luiusc, and 
fiirthcr «eat by a Raidcn terracr scvcral tnelees above the level of thc church, cxccpt for a narrow 
vaulted corrhlor rtinnitiR atong thr flank of the dtort nave and Icading into the eourtyard locatcd 
bchind thc *acriJt>' (ftg. 150) * Iruitlc this corrido. Busiri in 1892-1893 ««w the fotir castcmmotst 
coJurrinj and the rastem tongue pier of thc north arcade of the nave •. The waJl of the original 
iiorth aisle Itad apparcntly bccn biiticd undcmealli thc garden tcrrace, st hile th;it of ihc Icft aiiile 
to iJtc south was stili vtsiblc ^ On thc other hand, thc walls of transept and apse, albeit buricd 
4.65 tn. dccp in the ground, remaiticd ttanding to neaily thclr full original hcight and formed a 
ixruriyard under thc open sky *. AII ihis is conlirnird by Campana, the rector al thc time of the 
rcbuilding in >703-1706 *. Hc also rccordcd what hc saw of the older church: nave, iransrpl, and 
apse; the posirion of the alslcs, the north aisic filicd in, excepting thc corridor, the south able *erv- 
ing the canoru of St. Petrr’s; coluinm, both flutcd antl iinflutcd, wallcd up on cithcr side of thc 
nave and visiblc from thc corridor; capitais, including fbur found east of thc fagade; finally, below 
thc wcit area of thc old nave some vniilled construcltoii» and, fourteeu palmi below the pavement 
of thc ncw'sacrisly, an ancient pavemeni, whieh was bclicvcd to be that of thr original church 


1. The exterior 

Only the eightcctith rentury rai;'ade and thc walla of transept and apse the lattcr heavily 
restored and thicJdy plastcrcd — antedate thc cainpaign of 1931 to J<)33. In particular, thc walls 
of thc nave, inrluding thc buttresses aJoug cithcr flank and thc Windows in the intcrvcning bays, 
wcre designed and buUt by Giovannoni as bouudary walls for the parts surviving from thc original 
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church. Likcwiie, thc rciaining wall wliieli inarka tlie pmitinn of iKe uriginal innth aule wall 
and thc wall of thc iiarraw <'c>urtyani whieh fiilfilU the wimc funciluti lu thr noritt datr fiom tkir 
aamc campaign. Hnwrvrr, the relaining wall lo the tnulh in iu caaiemmukt pati rruloAr* a alteirh 
of ihe original aisle wraU'. 


2. Transept and apse 

Old photographs thow the original walls of ilte transept and apie, as tlkey wcte pmrrvrd 
prior to 1931-1933. The apse, with a diameter of C.ifi m.‘ rarricd iu half dome at a level of ^,.4,^ 
m, from the original nave ftoot, and stili rose to iu full hcight «if B.Ui m. On ilw other liaiul. 
above thr ajisr opriiiiig, llir wrst wall of thc transept tiad been cut ilaw-ii into a triaiigulai sltapr 
lo carry an eigihleenlh (?) cenlury tile roof covrring thr apse and an adjoinirig strurlurc; an 
ocuhu above the apse n|>ening, howcvcr, may have l>clongnl to the original traiurpl and has lieeii 
restored as such (figs. 1 jnb, 151 a) *. Uolh the short eiid walk of thr transept luid also brni cut down 
to a hcight of ca. 5.30 rn. above tlic nave floor; thr wall tu the north served as ilur mrlnsuie <if a 
small eourtyard, thc onr lo ihr south as tliai of a small buitding. Thr length of the iranse|>l from 
north to south is stili thc original one, 18.50 m. along iu wcst side and 19.00 m. along its east sUte, 
thc dilTcrenrc bring eausrd by Ihe slight obliquciiess of the south end wall. The depili nf tlie ti aii- 
sept rorrespondingly incrcases froni north lo south from 6.50 m. 10 6.65 m.V 

The walls of thc apse and transept werc heavily rntoied during (>iovannonl's r.ampaign. None- 
theless, stili loday they show iwo dUiimt type» of matoniy and ilw dilTrrriue is (oiillimni by 
ihc plintographs taken prior lo 1931 and illustrated in CiiovaniwHifs publuation lu ilu-ir lowrr 
pans thc walls are buili of rc-usinl hricks and dis)>aiatr sizr», laid in irreguUr, soinciimc» nndulai- 
ing couree», thc (cchnique cusiomary in eighlb and ninih cenlury Roine (hg. I54a). The modulus 
of five counes lluctualcs from 30 lo 32 cm, llic moriar, as observetl in 1932, prior lo ilu- irpaini- 
ing, was grcyish and richly intenipctsed with brick particle» giving it a reddish huc; and ilic bor- 
izontal beds vary in hcight from 1.5 to 3.3 cm. Tlic »amc type of massiiiry continue» into thc half 
pient whieh separate the north and south walls of the tniiiie|n from ilie adyoining aislrs aml from 
therc into thc remains of liic aisle walU*. On the other lund, in tlie upper (Kirlion» of llu- tramie|n 
and thc apse walls. and in a fcw sireiches, obviously repair», of ihcir lower poflitms as well, thU 
original brickwork gives way to a dillcrcnt type: the cotirscs are mote regular; the inotluius of live 
courses links as low as 26 to 28 cm.; thc moriarbeds avrragc 2.5 cm.; and ilir color ol tlie Itruk 
ranges from drep led to ycllow; in short, it 11 thr type of masoiiry customary in iweifih and thir- 
teenth cenlury buildings tn Rnmc (lig. I5ib). Alto, i orresponding to high mediet al tusiom. thc arrh 
over thc apse opening is formed of bui a singie row of bipedals and the half tiome o< ilte apse siiriiigs 
from thc cylindrical wall without a cornice intctvrning. Outtide, thc apse wall terminale» wiili 
a cornice carricd by small brackets and compotcd of three »upcrimpo»cd projccling biicks lig. 15ib,i. 
It was restored by Giovannoni, based on original fraces; bul il is obviously, as hc suir». tif medie- 
val — we wouid »ay twclfth or ilurieeiuh cenlury — rallier ihan of ninlh century desigu Rt- 
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{'arding fhc ihrcc apsr windou's, as resiored in ro J933, »vc rcmaiii in serious doubc as 10 
whcthcr or not they originaJK' rxistcd; iJie phoiograpiis takcn prior 10 1931 (fig. I5ia) show no 
indications in thc corrcsponding placcs Ou the olher hand, ihc wiiidou'$ in ilir long wc»i nall 
of ihc iramcpt did cxist prior 10 1931-1933* and wcrc rcstorcd in their original form. Tail and oniy 
50 cm. widc, thcy arc surmounird by aixlics romposcd of shori bricks and rcminscrnl of twrifth 
and thirtccnth ccnmiy ratlicr liian earlier building prartirc in Komc *. Finally, thr Windows in 
ihe short cnd waJIs of (lic Iranscpt lo thc nortJi arc al a levcl high abovn ihar of the wall sctiion» 
pracncd til 1931; thus tJicy arc obviously modern and miist bc disregardcd. In thc south cnd 
waJf, on thc oilicr hand, traccs of one of thc Windows wcrc fbuiid and scr\’cd as a starliiig puint for 
Ciovaiinoni’s rcconsiniciioii *. Howcvcr, tJiis window loo appcars to bc of high mcdicval date. 

Ihc cast svall of Uic transept, loward tfic nave and aisies, and its commnnicaiions with liicsc 
lattcr wcrc wcJl preserved on it* wcst fare prior to Giovannoni's campaign (fig. i5aa) The open- 
ing of the triumpiial arrh w-as supporlcd by fonr clemenls: ihc head bare of two T-pien, whosc 
long Icgs couttitutcd thc weiicm cnd pier* of thc nave colonnadc*,- and iwo adjoining columns 
with lonir capital* and imposi blorJis with tlic holstcrs of thc capitais faring in toward thc arch 
opening. fhc picis show' a brick (cchniqnc sfigJitly dillirrcnt from ibal of thc lowcr walls of apse 
and transept, in that thc inodultis of fivc ronrtcs is only afl to 30 as agaiiist 30 to 32 cni. None- 
tiicless, ii has thc characccntiic* of cigliih and nintii ceiitur)- work and liic tightcr packing of tlie 
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brick* — producing llic lowcr modulus — may bc raused by ihc necd to wiilwi.iiul hcticr thr 
ihrusts of thc iriumphal arch anii rolonnadrs. Thr shafts of thr ruluions brluw thc iritiin- 
phal arch arc rcmarkably thiii; thr onc to thc norih luu a diatnrirr of only 0.48 m., ihr oihrr of 
0.53 m. (fig. ijob). The capitais arc simplr in dmigii, wiih plain vohilrs and huUicis .mii with- 
out dccoratiun on thc cclunns, and have Iscni awigncd a iiinih rrmuiy datr‘; hiii thcy 
obviously arc Late Ruman s|>uils. Likcwisc llic im|M>st bloiks, whh-h diifrr from rach oilirr iii 
profilr, arc in sccond uie*. The arch itsclf was compened of two (onicm|>oianr<iu* ringt ofliiuk 
voussoirs, cach 46 cm. long; thc inner ring tcsicd on thc roluinii the ouicr niic 011 thc picit, Oii 
cilhcr side of thc arrh. thc iianscpt Icd to thc aides through widc doublc nprnings. Thcy had licrii 
blockcd by later brickwork, citlicr mcdicval of hftrcnib ccntury; but thcy wcrc casily visihic |iiUii lo 
1931, as wcrc thc surmouniing linteis. Both ihc north and snutli linlrU arc plain on their wc»l 
faces, luward thc transept, but arc dccoratcd <m their cast fare*, loward thr aisirs. Tltf onr lo 
thc north shows fluting and is clearly thc fragmcnl of a column *; llic onc 10 ilir smiili lirani a doub- 
le rinceaux with aiiimais and suggesta an cighih or nintli reniury date (fig, i')2b,i *. llic liiilclt 
cadi wcrc composed of two hiorks mcciiiig midway and carricd al oiic ciid by thr head bar sepa- 
raiing thc cnd wall of thc transept and the aUlc wall. The midway supporis of ilu- oitcniiigs had 
driappeared by 1931 (fig. 152») *J thcy wcrc rcplaceti during thc cainpaign by columns, fouiid 
in fragmciits in ihc cxcavation, composed of bases, shafu and capitais, all Romaii spoil* ',pl. X). 
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To thr uorth, thtvr Hat nrrhr» iturniountcd by a scmirirrular arrl», ali rfiib«cldc(l itito ihe m.nniiry, 
«aj-ricd thr Kcight of ihr uppcr w,iH ifig. i5»n). In iIh' 'vall lo «hc souili oniy onc flat arch is visiblc, 
aboi^ llic north crni oflhc opfnitij; and ihnr is no tracc ofa scinicirrulor rclicving an li {flg. i.^abj. 
Tlu- vtjussoirs »f all thesc rrlifving archcs are composcd of singltr rows of bricfcs, 15 tni. long. AU 
thcsc cirrtii-jits ivere failhfidly restored by Giovanntmi inrliiding ilie ttiissiiig rolutiins iiiidvk'ay in 
rhe opeiiinip betivren iransepc and aisle*. 


3. The nave 

The naiT is 9-f-90 rn. Jong from the triiimphal airJi to Ihe Ta^ade and 8 ni. ividc, measiired 
beluri-n the column sliaUs on cither side (pl. XI: flg. 153^. In its middle it is crossed by a diaphragm 
arch. Prior 10 Ciovannonis lairipaign its area iva.i orcupird in its ea.it half by liie eighleenth century 
nave: llirther ivesi, liiat U, beyond the diaphragm arch, by the chancel niche and the sarristy. How> 
ei'er, the norih ivaii of the late nave siilj eiiclosed (he easi eiid pier as ivell as Ihc fint four columns of 
the oWginal north coloiinatie, indieaied as carly ai 1893 on Husiri’s plaii (lig. )5oa)*. Similarly, the 
rasi end pier of iJic souih colonnade and its third and fourth cnfumns iiad survived in the late nave 
Wall* The end pien rontinue someivhat into the masonr)' of the cigliteentli century fa^ade to 
a fuU lengih of 2.00 m.* Hence the fa^ade of the original building was slightiy further east and 
the ciear length of the nave must have been about 25.50 m *. All thcsc eleriienis wcre uncovered 
and resiored by Giovannoni. At the sanie time a fifth column was uncovered in the north colon- 
nade, the lirsi 10 rhe west of the diaphragm arch. The columns diller from cach other in hright, 
diameter and material and are cach composcd of disparate elements ^ The first and fourth sharts 
to the north and the fourth to the south are fluted and, except for the flrst to the north, so high 
ihar fhcy require no bases. The other cohimns, of cipoliim and grey granite, sit on attic bases 
and plinths. 'i'he capituls (luoughout, rauge from Corinthian to full Icaf capilals of diflering 
sizes and dates. AJI this material is obidously in second use. The intercoJumniations of the north 
rolonnade as well vary in width from m. 2.41 to m. 2.55 •. The coJoiinades carricd an archi- 
trave. Only a smaJl part of it is preserved, beiween ilie fifth column to the north and the pier of 
the diapliragm arch; aJl tlic rest dares from Giovannoni’s cainpaign Large parts of the uppcr 
waJls werr apparcneJy well preserved prior to t93i, rcaclting nearly their present heigiit. Btit 
they dated from a twelfrh or tiiirteenth ccntur>' rebuilding, as did the Windows which were rc- 
opened by Giovannoni; their shape and size, as he rightly suggesied, point to a high medieval date“. 
At prrsrnt, of coursc, thesc waJls atid their nine stecp and narrow Windows date largcly from 
Giovannoni s cainpaign. Ceriainly the walJs in thr ivcst half of the nave wcre erected in that cam- 
paigu, as wcre the walls in the cast pari which stand bchiiid the surviving columiu to the north 
and enclosc thosc to the south, thus forming the boundaries of the present nave. 

Tlic diaphragm arch which cuu the nave into Iwo unequal paris is obiiously old, though later 
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ilian the original building. Its suppuriiiig piers rnclote the fourth coUuiin on ciiher side, and iu 
voussoirs, rather than bcing formed by singie long bricks, are pirced logclhcr, more ofien tban 
not, from two or ihrec small bricks, as was the building praciice in Home in the liigh Middle Ages 
The original nave fa^ade shows on the interior two Windows, so higli up lluii only their lowrr 
parts Show bclow tlic niodern ruof beants. Giovannoni has assignrd ihcin In the original iiiiilh 
century building * ; but both their position and their narrow opriiings seem to poiiii Ui 11 date in 
the high Middle Ages. 


Giovannoni reported thal ihc aislcs wcre coinpletcly icbuill prior Io his own cainpaign *. In 
any event, hc liimsclf thoroughly rebuill ihc wcstemmost iireiches of boih aiilc walU adjoining 
the traiisept for a dislaiice of m. 4,50. Thesc aisic fragments wcre also c.lowd olV to the east by 
modern walls. Yet, the souih aisic wall secnis to have survived, wliolly or in part, possibly uiiiil 
1931 and certainiy in 1892-1893, as indicated by Ruliault de Flcury’s Icgcnd oti Uusiri’i plan 
(flg. 150)*. indeed, a slretcli of this wall, more than 12 metem long, ha» been incurpuraled in 


tlirruiivr daiuig ia Ihr ponlituair 





















CORPl rt 4;llRHrllA VARUM ROMAE 



f«- I54<. S. SltXano dfgli Aboiuni. V icv* of mi/hntt and annular crypl diiring cacax-ation l^jj 



Fig. ,54*. 8, Strfeno dc«;i Abewnr. cran«-pt «lairi Fis iri, v j .• x.. Mu«, 

10 crypj, during cxravatioi, 1032 Abcssmi. Imcriptmn of 

" Leo (roiii crypt 


blT :^yZ:z:;2 'z “■"■■■ '•»»• i"»"" »'■' -ish, 

uLir workmansliin moriari I "7jn iiinth centur>' Rome: undulating coumes, irrrg- 
orkmanslnp. „.or.arb.,J, o/ unuven .hickn«, and a modula, of 30 em. for five eounesl 



01 ihc lu.rdi Wall o,,ly the ,ium|> adioiiiing ihc iraiiMpi wa, prewrvrcl in sfU,.j.,8r>,3. l, rrmaii 
%n,.l,le to ituH day and. h. conliaal 10 ,hc «u„l. ai,I<. Mali. ,how, ,hf bnil.liug Mchnic,ur uwd l 


oian inason» iii llip higli .Middic Agr» 'Ilie rc.l of ihr noriU .ii»lp wiiH 
i892-iR<j 3 and in 1031. and ii, dalc rfinaiiu iinknoMii. Hoxv.vrr, boili .»i«lc m., 
line of ihe shori traniirpl wall», apparcntly xvilluiul a brx^ak in lUr 
aisics xvcir 5.00 ni. wide in the i lear, froni Ou- (oliimn uliafi* to thr o 


rrnnaina 
'hnitpie uiexl l>y 
longcr vixiblr in 
II, Kiniinuivl iliP 
Coiuetpirntly, tl»p 




5 . The crypt 

The remains ol ihe crypt werc cxcavaiivl by (iiox-annoni .and prewrvcl in a 
buil, to carry l.i, high chan. ,1. . .80 ni. aboxe nave Irvel in ihc conte, of tra.nep, „nd «,«e (,«. , 5,)'. 

The cliancel shehcn ilie aJtar, turniotinlrd by a canopy, and bclow tUr altar, al nave lexel. t\ir 
JeneUeUa («nftuionit; the laller U scgregaird fronn llie nave ateu by chanrcl «Tren», Altat, e.inopv 
chancel «^reen, and /rw.frffa are new, bnl ll,r former ihrtx- incorfK.rale old tnatrital .„«1 tUe .me 
original frajtfnicju of the citanrt I M reen» ii cicarly of ninth rentury date. 

I Ite remains of thr crypt represent iltr annular ly]>e which was firsl establixhed in Roine .it St 
Pcter’s undci Gregory I (590-604) and rrmained tommon there aiitl abroad from the mventlt 
Ihrough the ninth centuries, though with variatirm. (f,R,. ,54;.. b) Al S. Sttdano tleRli Ahessini, 

Ihc semicircula,• corridor. 1.60 m. xvide. folloxved as was customary, the inner curse of the uihm.. 
at 0.70 m. brlow n.svc level; four steit* dcsccitdcd to it from eiiher iraitsrpt xxing, From ,he apex 
of the curved corridor a short passage, ,.„ly onc mete, long, led vxest inio a er.»..,liape.l .hamber 
bclow the arca of the transept. It, lateral arms wcre provided with low nart.iw lienches or sitelvet. 

The cast arm, deeper than the oilicr ihree. issurd inio a narrow roriiilor lerminaicd hy a ihii, w.tll; 
bcyoiid the latter, vrry close to the line of the Iriumphal arx h. wa» a small re, lauRtilar pii, pr. sum.v 
bly thr bottom of Ihe confessio with \\» ftnesUlU al nave level. Tvxo s<p,aif «paces. rnt h«wvl by vxalls, 
on either side of the narrow corridor werc prrsumably fiUcd with eartl, and supported the llimr of 
the chanccl arca. Thr walls of ihc crypt are prrservrd to a height of alxmt 65 m. Thcy are 
biiill of brickwork with a modulus of 30.5-32 cm. for five coursr, and are obviously contetnporary 
with the bottom parts of the apse. The pavrmcnt boih in the annular rorriilor antl in the ertw* 
chamber is cnmposcd offragmented tltin muiblc plaqucs and the drvrnding *irp« are Roman spoil» 
(%• The outcr wall of the annular corridor cunlainrd three nirhei (itr placing lain|H as 

customary in Carolingian crypis. Photngraplu takrn during tltc excavation sitow that ihcse niclirs 
wcre of onc build with the original apse masonry. Morcover, onc of the lintris surmouiitiiig tltc 
nifhes bcarj au iiisiription “ iJfTEMP. dom.n. i.to.vi. qu.... it is larxcd on a blotk iit src.oitd use 
whifh is inscrlbcd on it.s bottom side, “ uomin... ” (fig. 1540) *. The wall» of ihi» niche antl pre- 
siimably of the oiher ttvo as well werc lined with marble pl.tr|ues, alno «poils •. 

6. The earlier structure» 

Stnictures autedating ihc rhurcli svere uncosrretl by (iiovannoni bclow nave level and werc 
cncloscd in ihrcc ba.,cmcnt roonu, built for ihat purposc and acrrssiblc by a slaircasc in the wcsl- 
erninost bay of the nottii aislc. The level of the b.urmcnt rooin» i» 2.56 m. bclow tliat of the 


‘ Sre above, p. 185. 

‘ S. PaDcraaio, 695.1138, ua- aUive Vol 111, p. lOj; S. Crbogmo. 731-741, VoL I. p, tyj partupa S. Maiu wi Uwaiwu, 73,5- 
B16. Vol. II, p. 3,9 8. Cantu, »l^8<4. Vol. I, p. iia; S. Prauede. 817-894, V«L lll. p. av; S. SUnu. 8/p84l. Vul il, p. «38 

IT; S. Manirin al Xtonli, 844-S47. Vol. III. pp. iii, 119; prihapi S. fraiucMa Honuna, 847 853, VoL I, p »40 f.; S» iJfXiUM Cua»- 
oali, B47-855, Vol. I\', p. 95, fur a lurvry ol libe i>pe in and near Rucne, wr apoLiiiajAiuaiii, " La cliina di 5. Mana in \'n<M9i", 
ItM: 83,’94 li947,’4“l. PP- ^33 ff- «P- »79 If- 

• Ui<n',xx«iNi, «sja, p. 186; lusu, 1934, p. ,3. 
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igt ITOHPIIS BASIl lr^AltrU I IHtl.vnANARLM ROMAE 

prrsriii n.ivc pavriiicni. Thnnijfh »hc .ististancc of Mr. Kngrnio Monti wc are altlr lo jjiTsrtit a 
<init jurvey of the carly strui turrs. This sertus the morr «iriirablr, sincc it< liirir itiaiority they 
apprar fo havr br/onprd lo a proup of maiisolra tvhicJi formrd a wcsnvaitt rxirnsion of the nr- 
rropoJis fbund under Si. Prler’s. 

■flif ihree basemenc rootns uhich shelier iJir earfy siructures are locatcd, tlie firsi, below 
ihe wrsl eod of ihr na»e (bascmenl l '*; tlie setond, belotv Uir west arca of the north aisic (basc- 
menl ffi; ihe ihind befow the eniirc Jenffth of fhc soiilli aisle ib.wment III'. AU are inler- 
connccted, basemencs II and III beiiig eiifered from baseniriK I, 


«I BtLorv IHt S.WL 

Kasrnu-iir I is eniered from the dcsccndiiig stairs ilirou^h an aiiteroom ioraietl below ihe west- 
enimosi area of the norih aisle. From there an aichway, appareiitly modrni, leads into ilie basc- 
meni whirh ejttrnds briou the «esiern porrion of Ihe nave. To the wc-st, rouRlily 2.50 ni. from 
ihe line of the iriiimphal anh, the basrmeni is terminared hy a brirkwall sianding al a sligliily 
oblique angle to the axis of ibe churrb. The masonry is irgular, the modulus Ibr five eourses 
duetuates belwreii 27 aind 2<j cm. Draiii holes at regular disfaiices siiggcsi ihc function of the 
wall; it wouid seem lo br a mainiiig wall, designed lo prevem landsiidcs caused by thr ihrusl of 
Ihe tOfigues projetring from ihc piers thar support the aith. Ir may well have bren built in the 
lueirUi centur)’ in the course of a thoiough rcbuilding eampaign of ihc thtirch At ii& south 
end the tvaJI tunis at a right aiiglc — the bonding it uttiistakablc - and extends loiigue-likc east 
menailing a streteh of ihc nonh wall of the uesiemmost of the Roman mausolea below the souili 
aiile. 77,e same regi,lar brick m.aioi,r> marks the upper pai ts of the huge elumsv juer and its ai- 
lacbed piJasier wlueh to the north project into the basement mom. sctling it off against both the 
anteroom and the structure buried below the north aisle. 

TTie south tongue al iis casten, end abuts against a streteh of wall coinposcd of btii oiie eourse 
of bugr tufa blocks and running south to north. The blocks appear lo be conuiiurd bv a stretcli 
of nortb-south wall roughly arross thr cenier axis of thr basement room. Sinii/ar blocks serse as 
fotindalion of-he ch,msy nonh pier, whiJe others ex.enci in a ligh, irregular curt e along the font of 
the souih waJJ of the basement room. 'I hc blocks nowherc scen. lo fonn a regular pattem and 
appear to be in iccond use. 

.'VJong Ihe „mth boundaiy of basement I. the easiward direction initialed by tlie brick tongue 

m': f ’■ ‘ """"'• “ 

sr m a ? ! «-uiming pa.allel to ihe laller 

:r« “r n™:. 
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I. STEFANO 




kj BeI.OW THE NORTH AISI E 

In basement II below the wcstem pari of the iinrthern aUle, (iiov.Tnnoni fciund ihc remaiiis 
of anolhcr conslrurlion, upparently of quilr diUereiil date and function. Upoii eitlcring the basc- 
mem loom from basement I 10 llie south, a long brick wall exlendi to the left, forming ibr west 
wall of Ihc structure, 6.50 m. east of the i-asi wall of the Iranscpi. The w.il! is visiblc for a Icnglh 
of 6.20 tn., but it clcarly continue* furiber nonh. The bri< kwork of ihe wall is charuciericcil by 
iis cxiraonliiiarily liigli modulus, iip lo 35 and 3y cm. for fivc course*; also it is intermingled wilh 
pieces of stone and marbic. The wall is inri al iis soiiib end by anoiher wall running east ai right 
angles; but ihis was citlier iiewly built by Ciovannoni or iliiiruughly rcstnied beyond rerognitioii. 

Two columns stand agaiiisi dic long wcst wall, onc in the Southwest rorner, thr oihcr 3.60 m. fur- 
ther nonh, 0.50 m. from ihc roundation wall of ihc norih aisle. Two more columns rite opposite, 
at a distance of 3.60 m. from the first pair. The rniumii sIiaftB only their lop pnrts, iM^lween 
30 atul 60 cm., emerge ahove present ground Icvcl — are obviously spoiis, all of dilTrrcm Icngih 
and diameter. Likewisc, the Oirinihian capilais are i|K>ils, dillering in si/.c and desigii. The 
columns to ihc east, originally free-sianding, were lalcr cnclosed iii clumsy piers. built of irregular 
brickwork, possibly of carly medieval date. The columns along ihc wcst wall cavricd wall iiichc», 
cach O.Co HI. dccp and formed of bipedale*. Only the springing survives, onc ciirving noi lh from 
ihc Southwest column, two more curviiig north and south from ihc norihwesi coluinii. A foutih 
arch links the Southwest column to ihc souihcast culumii opposite, hui we are uiueriain whellier 
originally it was a wall arch attached to the (modern ?) south wall or a Iice-slaiiding arch, l.ikc- 
wise, ihe springing of the groiii vauli is seeii above the northwest column. All ihcse spitngiiigs and 
arches sliow that ibe bay marked by the four surviving columns was covered by a groin vauli; iliat 
this bay tvas coiitinucd north by at Icasi onc more groin vaullrtl bay; and lieiice, ihai the struciure 
was a colonnadcd /oggta, open toward the east'. The diameter of the columit iliafls, o.3o>u.4fi m., 
and the hrighc of tlieir capilais above ba.scrneHt level, siiggrsis tliat the uriginal pavement of that 
hggia was ca. m. 3.20 below ihc Icvcl of the basement and ea. 5.80 m. below tliat of ilic nave*. 
The total height of the loggia, to the crown of the groin vaults wouid, ihcn, liavc been 7.50 m. 'I hc 
brickwork of the west wall suggests a fourth ceulury date. The late piers, on the other hand, wIih h 
cnclosc the southcast and noilhcasi columns, .show |x>or brickwork presumably of srvciith or 
eighth centuiy date. 

c) UeI.OW HIE SOUTH AISLE 

The remains of a row of mausulea are pieserved in basement III lielow thr south aisle. l ive, it 
secins to us, can bc idcntificd: the firsl al the east end, the lust at the wcst end of the aisle where 
it adjoins the truiiscpt and, cxccpting this lattcr, all closcly built against cach nthrr. Thr east 
wall of the first mausoleum was used by the builders of the chiirch to support the favade of the south 
aisle; corrcspondingly, the west wall of the last mausoleum carries the upcning and the suimounl- 
ing wall bccwccn aisle and transept. The south walls of the mau«7lca run paralie! to the south 
wall of the aisle and their north walls parallcl to the south coloiuiade of the nave. But ihcy stand 
at a distance up to 1.30 m. from the aisle wall and the colonnade rcspcctivcly and ihcicfoie do 


■ Omivaxmdni, igj4, p. 7 f,, hH>rv»l ,hr tirudurc tai l>» * hxll «rpt of usih o, «rvrtuh criilury dtu. 
‘ ClOVAMXONi, 1934. p. 7, ulcubicti A Icvrl of righl aitim hcim* that of the nave. 
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ne*i «wi tv haw btm tisrd as supports; insicatf, they niay ha\e scrvrd as a backitig for tlic founda- 

tion H-alb ol‘ thc churrii. 

The four m.niso?ca in thc cast pari of ihc area are buili nfo/iur temuum in diffcrrni icrhniqucs 
lu/t^ciiing snond and third centurv' dal«. Tlu- waJI» of thc mauMilca J, a and 5 arc sei vviih small 
roiind anrhcd Mn/i, .irsigririi 10 contain ash um»; tHiui»oIcum 4, on thc oihrr hand, was provided 
wilh laiRC Wall nichrs to «hclicr sarcophagi. \\hi)4- ihc iwo mansolea at iJjc cast end, i and 2, 
appear to bc more or lc« i t.ntemporar>- and buili eat h in onc singlc canipai^, mauMilcum .1 is 
builf aRainst thc wcst uaJI of mausolcuin 2 ai-d thus Jater in dale. Moirover, it was apparcntly 
aJteird at mnic lime and provided wiiJi 4 ncw vauJt. Likctvisc, mansoJcum 4 sf.ows traces of a 
rcbui/ding in whicJi piers wcre insrned in thc romers to sitpport sticngthcning arches, in .1 tech- 
nique pointin;: to thc diird ceniory. Afausolc.mi 5 may have been contcm|>oniry’ to start with, as 
n-itncfs remains of its casi walJ adjoining mausoJeum 4, and buiit in thc samc terhnique. On thc 
other ha,ni. Ihc west waJJ of mansolcum 5 riifJrre grcatl)-. Srl tvith tuo Wi of rite custoniary 
Rornan ihapc, it vel sliows a diflbirni type of coasirnction. Bands of brick, ranging fmm three 
10 terj and more couries, alternate uiih bands of roughiy hcwn stoue, likcwisc orvar)ing hciRhi: 
a tcchnique of buildinfi, customary in thc tweinh and thirieciilh centuries in Ronie, but quite un- 
knoH-n in anriquity. 

Jndced. prcfumably in thc course of rcbuildiiig large parts of thc church in thc higJt MiddJc 
Ages, thc area bcJow thc souih aidc was covered uith vaidiing; barreJ vaiilts in thc casi, termi- 
nated hy a groin vauli ai thc svest end 

ne plaeing of thc Wiin mat«olca 1 and 2. roughJy 1,40 m. from the prcsrnt carlh floo. of 
tbr basemeni and the Jack of W, traces further down suggest that the otiginal floor of these n.au- 
solr^ corresponded roughJy to thc prc.ei.t onc. ConcomitaniJy it is ciear that their vauJts were 
qu.te h^h up and were ra^ed when thc rht.rch was buiit, much as were fhosc of thc mausolca be- 
low bt. Perer s. The ncw vau/fs inserted in tnausofca 3, 4 and 5 stari at a far losvcr levcl, ea o qo m 
from rhe pre^-nt carlh floor, and i, is likely that the origina) floor in these mausolca was‘much 
deeper down. 


F. RECOSSTRV^IOS 

Ikt'93' "«a ITO lias fairiy railhfuUy rccoiulnwcd 
luU^ flm? r‘, '■“'"“"«i a Soxl inniillyr of „i„,h ccnlury cie™™.., .utou- 

«..e- Iha ^ou. , 1 ! "■'""““'I' “""‘"“■'I "" «Haphrasm a„h llirown aco.. ,1« 

-mr t"r K t."'' “'V " Illi' 

iJZh ■ ft. t " "‘‘j"'"’ "" '™""l'' “<■ pmliapi i" i» ciiliic 

.1 t.i Iha riclir r I , 'I™™™ 'Im plan ai.d, parually 

l™., iha aciali», ,dd.a oarl.cr d.orcli IWe f,. d„ ,ocoi,..n,c.io„ at .heii: ihc lo..t 

• OmnrAHMuta ,,,4. ^ 

, C'WAi.«lllU. p 

.5,34, p. ,a ^ puu,L.I,,y dui t«,ruJ wo* lnuut«,cd fnao 


Wlitr cliuiili. Tlic« ii no evidenec 10 ilu. 
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'"nnlirr and itt 

supporting T-picrs; tlu- casi wall «f the n„nh tratuep. and thc. rclieving archt, above it, iwi„ 

opcning; part of thc cast wall of thc souih tra««T,i adjoining the iriumphal arch and prr«rrving 
onc ol thc rcl.cy-mg arche; ,hc raivcd lin.rl of ihc twin opening Irading ,n the somh tran.cp. 

Ihc colonnailcs of thc nave and thc surviving pie. e of irabcation; thc nave fa^ade and thc lonituc 
picts ai Ilie cast end of thc nave rolonnadcs; finally, ihe remaiiiing ilreuh of wall of ihc ,„uih aisie 
near ihc H^ade. Heiicc, thc original biiihiing can bc ouilincd; thc nave, 81 R. ft, tong and 
27 R. ft. lyide, in 4 proporlion of 1; 3; ihe irabcatcd colotmadcs, cach originally wilh eigbi rolnmtu 
at axial di,lances varying around 8 i/j R. ft.; ihc lerminating tongue piem, each 6 R fi lona 
pmjccling from Ihc interior fat;a«lc as wcll as from thc T-pim ai the end ofihe nave; ihc iriumphal 
arch and iis supporting piers and colurnus; ihe aisles, cach lyR.fi. widc, wiih ihcii iwin opm. 
ings lowards the iiatiscpl, albeii panly rebuili in ihe souih; ihe coniiniious iranscpi, rj R. fi. 
dccp aiul Ca 1/2 R. ft. long along iu wc»l wall, 64 ft. along iu casi wall; llie a,ise; the imnvdar 
crypt and ea,^r*,w and hence thc raised chanccl in ihe apac and iu projection inio ihc iranscpi; 
litudiy, thc ovcrall measuremenu of thc church, 130 R. ft. long and 70 R. ft. widc, including ihc 
lluckiics, of thc outer walU, of the aisles, apur and fa^ade. In the clevaiitm, a numbrr .rf miKU 
points obviously remain >: thc original hcighi of nave and iransepi; ihr siie, position and sliapc 
of the original Windows, thc preseni ones bciiig reslorcd on ihc hasis of their inedieval raihcr ihan 
niiilh century prcrlcccssort; thc cxistcncc of original Windows in ihc apse; ihc details of the raUcsl 
chanccl, inclnding iu hcighi, Icngth and widlh, of ihc chanccl kicciu, ihc canopy nluivc and ihc 
ftnesUlla briow ilic altar. 

Anolhcr poini in doubt is thc rcconsmiciion of ihc arca in from of the original faqadc. Alfa- 
rano’s plan of I.') 7 «-I 576 indicalcs tlic cxislcncc of a narthex supporicd by columru betwecti coriicr 
piers but none of ihc other sixiecnth ccniury plaiis and viewi, including UtiraUiii't map ol' 1551 ihows 
such a narthex. It is truc thal Alfarano may have secn elemenu ovcrbokcd by oiher olMcrvcrs 
and indecd, a narthex of thc lypc shown by him was pcrfcclly posiiblc in Carolingian times, 
witncss as for instancc at SS. Nereo cd Achilleo near ilic Bath, of Caracalla *. But ii was ctpially 
fca-siblc, and indecd more rrcqueutiy found in thc tuclflb and thirteenth centuries as at S. Ivorcii/.o 
in Lucina, S. Ia>renM> f.l.m. and S. Maria in Traiiescre among oihcrs *. Hence, if indecd it 
was scen by Alfarano at S. Strfano degli Abessini, thc narthex couid as wcll liavc l>ccn aildrtl in 
the building campaign of thc twelflh or thirteenth centuries. 

The structures buried bclow thc church, arc so far loo litllc kiiown to allow for a reliablc rc- 
coiulruclion. Only ihts much is certaiii, that ihnse bclow thc south aisie are mauMtlea of a type 
customary in thc fiisi, sriond and third centuries. Also the Itggia unetnered bclow the north 
aisie may wcll have been a funcrary construciion. Nor is there any doubt that ali these mauso- 
lea are but an extension of the nccropolis which lies buried under St. Peter’,. The cxisience of a 
graveyard west of St. Pcter’s has, indecd, long been kiiuwn and it has cqually been known that 
thc graveyard rcmaiiied in use long alter St. Peteris had been buiit *. The hnd of a sarcophagus 
of sixth century date in fronl of S. Strfano degli Abessini, is but added proof*. 

VVithin ihc context of oui studies, the fmds made bclow the nave arc possibly of greater impori. 
Both thc use of tufa blocks, prcsumably spoiU, and thc poor rubblc masonry of thc wall along thc 


' .Sre aI>u UiuvAMKuni. 1934, pp. 10 «iid at tl. 

• Stc iibovr, Vol. III. pi 147, ijii. 

• Se* abave, Val. II, p. 36, luid p, 171 f.; Vol. 111 , p. 68. 

• Vioio, tv ««lifiiu wmarriiliVu AouiHat .S. AiSri Anur, Ub. IV. lun. «07. iii. tiSiJ-is.ST;. .I.t. SS- Jmm •'W. Ao»w«»iP, 
• 7 ‘ 7 . »I>P- P- 71 f.; Buuo. /buu MimraaM, 163», p. »7; Asloomi, Ama nSkrrawa. I, pp. »a t 

‘ UI0VA3.IVQ1.I, 1934, p. ao. 
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W,u>h Uoimrfarv of b.wmriii I hniyr no pJarr ammifi cljc buildinit Ic hniqu*.!. of Roman anut|uily: 
and «hile dir buiidco oftlir laie cight and ilic iiinih rrntiiriV» makf fi«qufnl u»c in clic foundolion 
«aJf* «r “S<nian " ndii block», ihr nibbU- m.noniy «n cnrJicr prriod, pc««iblv ihr lair 

M^-cnlb or tJie earJy ri«il. ccmiiry. Tlic brirkwork til' Ihc clunny pirr* rnv.lcij.iiiB llic original 
rolunun of Ihc /«gg/M in iMsrmrni II. likcwiar «uBgcils builrling oprrn.ionj anitdaiins Ibe C.irn- 
lingian prriod. \n retonslriirlion proposal» ate poAsible; b.ii »hr fa. t cchiniJd be poiiUcd out. 


G. CHRO.VOLOCiV 

The mauBdea found undcrnrath «hr church no doubi fom> part of the wcstward cjitrn.?ioti 
of fhr nccropoJi» ottani brlow St. Peter’*. A iiuniber of thcin ajijtrar Iu date froiii tlic iccond 
and tiiird « riiturie». But »omc ma)- Iw earlicr or Jater. In parlicular, the /oggie constriiction biir- 
ird btto» the nordi aisle of S. Sicfano suggr»U a date in ihc fourth emtury. Tlir nibblr «alis 
f.iund bclo» the navr niay be of c\en lalcr date. 

PrrvaiJinB opinitMi has aitributrd llie constriiction of the churrh uf .S. Sicfano dcgli Abessini 
IO the pontificale of Leo lII. j.rraumably in or atioul B09, hccaiisc of his buildiiiR activity as re- 
jK>ncd in ihr Lfirr i'he cryTit- on «'her liand, has becii consitlcred a later addilion 

and asiignrd, on the basis of ifie inscription sunroiintiiig niir of the lainp iiichcs, to the pontificale 
of Leo n' (<47-85.5) ® Tbi.s ofiininn no longcr scems leiiablr Io us. 

The piissagc in the biograpliy of I-eo IU clearly docs not refer to ihe btiildiiig of a church of 
mafor proporiion.i. li hmits his activity spee iticaJly to the rcbuildtnp and refoiinding (“ firniuni 
iacent fundamentiiin ") of an older monastery and of its oraiory simul cum oratorio”), presum- 
ably sniall, as indicaled also b)' ihc liny lighting lixture donated in 806*. On the ollicr hand, Ihe 
archeologit-al itiidencc Icavcs no doubi thal the cr)pl is of onc build «ith the church itsclf. Sincc it is 
daicd by the inscription ofLcoIVand lince the linlcJ which bears ihis inscription seems to liavc hecn 
Umded «iih the bricliHX)rl of apse and cr>pi, the cniirc church wouid scem to date from his pon- 
dhcale*. Nonelhele« it is sCrange tliac the extensive biography of the pope in the Liber PontifiMlii 
dors not menrion at all any building activity at S. Siefano dcgli Abessini. Hciice onc is coiificmied 
H-ith a diJemma; rifher the church was buili by Iax> IV' and in ilial case the silenco of his bio- 
grapher ts iuexplicable; or it «as biiiit by lefo III and lermed siinpiy an oratory,— and ihis is 
equally tirange. Mnreover, in rhis laiter case, the lintei bcaring the inscription of Leo IV' miist 
have been ciihcr insened into the waJJ of the existing crypt ; or eJ.se, the inscription was carved on 
a stonc m situ sincc the time of Leo III. LWortunacely, che plan, proportions, dcsigii or, for tlut 
mailcr, the lechnique of construction do not provide inconiroveilibie evideiice fur either un early 
or a mid-ninth century date. The masonry icchniques cliaiiged very Jillle from the bcginning lo 
afier the niiddle of the century, a.s shown by a series of securely dated buildings, such as S. Ana- 
stiuia, SS. Nereo ed ArhiJleo near the Battis of Caracalla, S. Prassede, S. Martino ai Monti, S. 
Maria Nuova (S. Franresca Romana) *. Annular crypts, loo, are cotnmon throughoui that half 
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century*, as are irabraird tolonnade»The oniy indicalioii of a Ime date wiihin ihr yran 
800-850 fiir the buihling of S. Siefano .Irgli Abeimni is poisibly ihe ullrr dUrrgard in ihr rontlnic- 
tion of any scmblanee of uniformily in llie use of spoils amnng ihr coh.mn shafts, cajilinls and ar- 
chiiravea: churchrs of early ninih century date, such as S. Prassede. slrive lowatd somewhal 
Krcater rrgulariiy. Hrnce, S. Siefano «liould date fiom ihr lune of Leo IV. «hosc iiiscilption 
appearcd in ihc crypl. A date of construction iindcr l,ro MI rinild be accepicd only If. indeed, 
thr Ihcsis of Leo IV t intcrij.iion bcing a laler addilion couid be arcepied. 

In aiiy eveni, conlrary lo ihe prcvailing aiaumplioii. ihc churrh inrludinK lu ciypl was built 
iti onc singlc campaigii. This original homiqjeiirous conslruction we ore inrUncd u> nurilnne lo 
Ihe activity of Pope Leo IV. The later icmodrlingt arc easily daicd. Oulslanding arnooR llirm 
is tlic majoi cam,.aiKii during wliieh Urge parti llic original sin^lure «ere ewircly rebuill, 
including most of tlic transepl, the iipper portioni of the nave and ihc apse. and prrsnmaWy ,mrl 
of Ihc .vislc*. The diaj.hragm arUi aenns ihe nave, u«. bclongs lo ihis rampaign ol lebuilding 
which we shoiild likc to date in the tweUih or thirieenth century ». UhewiK-. some of i»« fratures. 
now encloicd in the basement nxims, date from ihis relniilding campaign . prrsumahly, the re- 
taining wall which fornis the wrsicm boundary of hasrment I; and alinc«i ccruinly. the Western 
terminaling wall of mausoleuin 5 in basement 111 - probably refaml or rebuill whrn thr rasi 
wall of Ihe South iransept was rebuiU ‘. In a second. Uter campaign the iniercoliinmiaiions «f 
the nave wcre blocked and, in consequencc, the aisln eliminaird; simuUaiicouily, ihc nave watU 
wcre apparently rwluced lo the hcighl stili vbible in phoiographs laken prior lo f.u.vannonfs 
camjiaign*. Giovannoni luggeslcd a date shonly after 134« fot icmodcling t 
assigiicd also ibe construction of ihe diaphmgm arch •; oilien have .«ggeatrd date» a 
early seventecnlh century ’ and, indeed. aa late as 1706 •. None of thcMt theses are. m our upin- 
ion lenable. The reduction oflhe chuuh to the nave and iransept areas alone and the lowenng 
of theii walU (but not the constructiim of the high medieval diaphragni arch) can date imly fr.Hn 
ihe fifteenlb rentu.y. By analogy wilh the simiUr remodelings d S. Pa.u t.rio, S. Sisto Vecchu, 
and otlic« wc propose a date in the pontificale of Sixuis IV •. At hU lime, indeed, a rebu.hl.ng 
“N WamcNtn” is rcporicd*". Also some struetural elemmis stili seen !»>■ Giovannimi wouid 
scem to confirm this date; the ••Ch.ihic” brackcts of the rocf bcams»; and -he bhaking m a hrr- 
ringbonc pattem of the opening bctween the transepl and the nonh aWe 

The final rebuitding it. the cigh.ecn.h century and the resloraiion d the church by G.ovannon. 
are wcll daicd and require no furlhcr discussion. 

WhUc Ihe construction of the original church can be assigned wilh ccr.ainty .0 tlic ......h century 

and in all likelihood, to the pontificale of Ixo IV. «47-855. ihc history d the numaslcry ptior to 
that’date is difficul. lo unravel. Ihc difficul.ic* are caused iu pari by llie cxislence near St. leter. 
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of monaftpric.» drdicatcrf «o Saint Stophcn: onc was " S. Stq>hani minorij " rimruicd briwccn 
75» and 757 by Popc Stcphcn II, who addcd it to thc thrcc moiia.Mcrica aJrcady cxiniing ncarby, 
Si. Mariin, Su. John and Paul and an oldcr St. Stcphcn, '' S. Strphani maiorU ”Tliia oidcr 
Si. Stcphcn is mcnttoncd in 73» as simply *' Sci Stcphani ... secus basilicam apostoli ” logether tvith 
St. Martin and St. John and Paul, «md it may wcll bc thc samc as “S. Stcphani cat.i (lalla Patricia ", 
iisfcd in 757 as oteninR a housc near thc monastcry of St. Martin *. Ccrtainly it is thc congregation 
oT tJiit monastcry wliich was reformed by JIadrian 1 and assigned to scn iccs at St. Pctcr’s' thc 
dniomiiiaiioji cs/a Barbara patriria can oniy bc. a lapsus calami of thc compiler of thc Libtrr Pnnti- 
/icali» •; agaiii it is thi.s mnna.<lcry of S. Siefanu cata Galla Patricia which was rebulli by Leo III. 
It remains stilJ a moot question whether or not it is idcntical wilh thc monastcry “ Sancti SUphani 
fioi (^fru) apptitaha maiorem ", listcd twicc at thc lime of Leo III, in 80» and again prior Io 817 *. 
Howcs cr, it is likeJy that ihc two are thc samc; indccd, no muimstery of S. Stefano Maggiorc is in- 
cluded in Lco's donation list of B06, while S. Stefano cata Galla Patricia is listcd. The identity 
of thc two ccTtaiiily was «iccepted opinion in thc cieventh century If ilie two, then, are indccd 
idcntical, Paschal I, when abbot of S. Stefano Maggiorc-cala Galla Patricia, wouid have changed 
its function to that of a pilgrims' hostcl 

Regardiess of this identity or non-identity, howevcr, thc greatest doubts roncern thc rclation 
of thc mona.stcry of S. Stefano cata Galla Patricia Io thc nunnery to which thc hidy Galla Patricia 
withdrcw in thc late sixth txtitury, possibly after haviiig foundcd it L The nunnery is never again 
rccorded after 593/94. It may Inive been takcn over some time beforc 757 (or indccd, before 732) 
by a congregation of monk.i, who incorporated her namc inio that of their monastciy. Hui it is 
equally possiblc tliat this monastcr>- mcrely rose near thc old nunnery of Galla Patricia and thc 
prelix ea/a (belowj addcd to her namc might even suggcsi that it was at thc foot of thc hili on thc 
siope of which thc lattcr was locatcd. Of course, it u fempting to think that Galla Patricia sct up her 
ijunnciy in thc gravcyard which extended brhind St. Prtcr’s, and that she used for that purposc 
some of thc tnauwlca. Assuniing that her nunnery was takcn over later by a congregation of monks, 
thc possibilit)' arises that some of thc walls found below thc nave of S. Stefano dcgli Abessini, are 
pan of a construction addcd to thc niinncry in thc late seventh or thc carly eighih century, 
But all this remains umproven. 


H. HI STOR IG AL POS ITIO.N 

S. Sielano dcgli Abessini clcarly takes its place among thc Carolingian churches in Rome and 
cJsewhcrc wluch revive Early Christian basilica types. In plaii it is closest Ui S. Prassede. wilh its 
nave, widc a.sJe», transept, annuJa, crypt, trabeated colonnadcs and twin openings bctwccn aislcs 
and tramept, thc lattcr a reininisccnce of thc triple openings of the aislcs at St. Pctrr‘s. Jusi bccau.se 
of thc close rcscmblance to S, Pra^ede, it wouid bc imponant to know whether S. Stefano was built 
under Leo III and thus prior to S. Prassede, or under Leo IV and hence after its sister church. 
At tlus pomt thc question must remain undccidcd, aliliough tvc incline loward the later date 
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pl. 353 . 6«. 6i6; Coum, op. al., ft*. 204; oul 6«. 155). 

Pau.aoio woHKMinr (?), tiinund plan, prn and ink; Lundun, Rnyal liulilute nt'Biilhb Atehi- 
teets, Ibirlingtnn-Orvnnshire Colireunn, IX, f. 3 ;ZoR2i, / rftn-gai drile aaluAili) di /Indiia Pallo- 
rffo, Veilice, 1959, p. 106, fig. 268; nur fig. isS)-. 

Licoaio. GiouudpUn, pen .and ink; ( 7 *lnrd. Bodiciana, Can. 138, I'. 16 [MinnirroM, " .\ncirnt 
Rome: -MS. Note, by Pireo I.igorio... ”, •Knhatnlogia 51 [lOBB’., p. 489 IT., esp. 496 and tig. 7); 

Ideal plan nf Castra Peicgrinorum uicluding S, Strfano, pen and ink; AnlichilA dt Roma, Ttirin, 
Aichivio di .Stato, V, t 127 (Cniim, op. al., fig. 2Q0). 

.ANONYMnuv PABRieZY. Vicw from Palatine, pen and ink; Slnltgart, Kiipfrrsticlikabim-ll, Sam- 
melbanri hollandixchci Landecbaftiieirhnungen, XVI-XVII cent., f. 67, nu. 206 (E-nnaa, I, 

pl. 87). 

Fha Samii, View willi narthex, wocideut; Ca»e maiatiglioir, c. 65* tour fig. 15B). 

Giovannoli, Exterior frnm we»t, engraving; Ronui salini, II, Rotnr, 1615, c, 2». 

Maoc.i, \'iew of cliurch and convent fiom north, engraving; jUdifieUmim il ruinarum Ronur..., l, 
Rome, 1618 (no pagination;. 

Grimaidi, Vicw frnm wc»l, pen and wa>b; Windiur, Ruyat Library, nu. 5783 (Ruar, IMagatit 
Dnuringi ai Windier Caillr, London, 1955, p. 1(2, fig. 55, wilb refiTcncc tu a view of tlie cliurch 
in another drawing by Grimai.hi, London, British Muieum, l.itre di Pani, f. 341. 

DESCOorrz, Plan and «ection», engraving»; op. eit., pl», 1, a. 

.'Vjonymous. .Moiaic in ca»tem ap»r, engraving ;CiAUi>iNi, Vtltra ASonimmta, II, pl. 32). 

Seroux D'.\oD(cxivRf, Plan, clevatiun, srclion, cxteiioi vicw and dclail of cxlciiui uinbulalury 
Wall, engraving»; Hidoirt dt Pari, I\', pl. 22. 

UontRi, View engraving; Jounuei pilloruguti dn tdipeu dt Remt, 1 , Rome, 1800, pl. 23. 

Ugoerj, Plan, cngr.iving; Edifun dt la ditadtnct [Suppiimtnl aax Jeumiu..., Ili, Rome, 1B09, pl. 10. 

Valadier, Plan and section of climch (reviwd fiom Desgodetti, plan of cxcavation in outei 
northwctt arca and elevation of righl wall, eaol cliapct, engraving» (Val.vdier and Canina, 
op. eit., pis. It, 12). 

Giani, Vicw fiom northwcst, pen and wash; Romr, Bibi. Hcrlziana, tkelebbuuk, II, f. 11. 

Rossini, View of interior fioin ca»t chapri, engraving; /a anlit/iHi Kenyant, Rome, 1829, pl. 91. 

BvNiEN, GiTENioiiN and Knapp, Plan, exterior and interior vicw*, engraving»; Raiiliito, 

Hiiiueat, Plan, elevation, srciions, lithographs; op. dt,, pl». XVI, 3-12; XVII, 1. 

Roibim, Vicw of interior acroNi anihulatory, engraving; / lelfe ealli di Rnma..., Rome, 1828- 
1829, pl. 16. 

Parker, View from easi, phoUigrapli; Rome, British Sthnol, P.irker plmuigraph*, 4’“, no. 212. 


C. CllRONOLOGV 

468—483 Pope Simplicitu 1 dcdicaCcs " Barilitam .Vaarli Suphani ta Crito menlt, w itiif Rama " 1 , p. 249). 

523 - 530 Pope* ,Jolin I .tnd Felix IV ilecurale Ihc i liuixh with moiaic» and marble icvetmcnl respecuvely, 
a$ drveribcd in tw« inscriptioni prcicrvcd in ihe l.ontrh Syllogc 1 ; “ In Sh Sitphana opui 
tiuod iaiilieat btali martyris rlrphani dt/uk a ioharuu ipa marmoribut mrheatum iuuantt dna ftiix 
papa addito muiiuo spltndert leat pirhi di ptrftdt " (De Rosi, Insrriptunu, 11 , p. 152, no. 29; 
ARMBLtiNi-Cireiiif.i.i i, f.'Air.tf, p. 158); and " Dwt iiaiaalr /rii* ep\ di famulut fotum basduat brati 
naitjru tt/pkani muiiua & marmoiiiiu dtcaiauil” .IDp. Rosai, Inseripliontt, 11 , p. 132, no. 32). 


Ur awiiy. Wr thnrr^rr tui hut t» «iiull leieaino of doi6-up vicwt. 
* Tbo vicw WM fcpeAtcd in all che Uter guidebooU. 










roRriu HADiijr.ARUM 


625 -638 


642 649 


TIic chiirch ii IuimI as “ iristrftn " iti ihc F.ftitemt /r tvv trit marttrum iOi Romi, /terna Settrramvt, 
1. P- '43/- 

'nii-odnrr t transTm iJic rflics of -Saint» Primus and Felitianus Imm thcir caiRComb oii ilif V'ia 
Vomrntana Io thc " hui/iea *ntn' Slr^ham firetemariyrii " and bcstnws ({ifis iipon llic cJiurcb 
ga/atai atmai ///, latuit tx trgmi» mU antx argtalai /..P. I. p. 332 f.). Hc 

prafaably buifds and rrnainly drcoralts ihf unall t-aslrm apir with n moaaic dcpiciiiig llit 
n«i martyre, insrrihcd, " | 5<» i-RUfui -r SC» Flllciasirj " and wiih a dislich, now oniy 
partiaJiy pivsrriTd, hiit rnpird in (hr Loricli SylJugc 1 (scr aJin Ciampivi, IV/rra Meiiimtnta, 
H, pl. 32! and rwltircd in >735: “ idspins aajRATVM CAKt.KvrnVu/minr irrIuAa ailn/rlliv'sii;vn)a 
UICANS i-ittruKO lAKiWE pi-i tvm" 13 k Rciuj, Mutam. 1'aur. 17, " S. Sicranu RuUmdn ", 
p. a f.l. Anothcr iiiscripiioii, of untnown ioralion, rrcordcd in Ibt- Lursch Syllogp, r.m: 


itlr 


Et^irim fititt uetum tltderar/ nurntum 
^lorii Ittmmi T/mx/ari («tjtm fitxii 
pui ilaJit augao laiirtonim carpara mtlu 
tai t/n/kaMl, am patrii nrglKtu rtli^ail 
Kimsi, /uimplieiui, II, p, lyj, 00 , 30 ; /..P., 


3W. >>• 9)- 


bfforc 700' .An aliai in lionor of Si, John Ihc Baptisl is givrn by onc hishop Putumbiu, oihrnvisr iinknown; 

l05l inurriplion, kniiwn fmm LiinaJi Syllogc I iDk Ro»i, /atmpnaars, II, p, 15 » f„ no. 33 ), 
686 For rhc ricclion of Couun 1 to «Jjc papacy, thc fxtra/ui of Riiinr .asscmbln "... ia tantica smclt 
Sttphaai... " (L.P.. I. p. 368 I. 

772—795 Hadrian 1 givc* trxri/cs to " ta.<i/Ka irait Slrptaai pralamarijrii ia Celia maale " and undrrlakrs a 
major rcstoraiion of ihr chiirrh: " taiitieam ... Stfptaai iilem ia Celia mmtf, fut per oiitana leta- 
pera mairueral, maximar la ea Jeftrttu /rahu, tam mtlt bastlUtu i/uami/ue pertua mtri/ue intrinsecut 
et t.xtTinxtnu aaiilet rraatwil ". {/..P.. I, pp. 504 , 510 ). 

rndofV’111 'Flir Ilinrrarium Einsidirnsp lisis Ihc chvirch " .id Km stepharmm mteliarnaatt " (Lauciani, Ilia. 
ccntury Euuidlemt, coi. 444 }. 


795 -816 law III makc.s donations " ia erdaiia itatilifa) itacli {tealijiimi) .^Itphani ia CtJie (Carfis) ataale ", 
In about 8oa, bc gira tcxtiln, onc " ia allate matarem ”, anothcr " tupta eorpara ... {‘nmi tl 
fetifiani" !,L.P., II. p. 13); in Ba6, a mrdliim-sizrd rrown ofsilvcr liiid., p. 2ii:s and ca. 812, 
anothcr textile, iiiid., p. 31) •. 

IX ccntury An cpilapli, prriiaps from S. Maria in Uuninica, ixad in Ihc sixtccnth Ccninry " In S. .Sttphaaa 
f?) M .Maate Caelio 

Hir rejttieidl tarpus deMlm 
.\Pl Jamutue .irthipbr Reaedkiux 
Diat sre .1/anV Qa Domiea 5 
Ons ilx ad haar Raiilka in^rrifiVn 
Dignemini orare pro me ptetaUrre 
p XPI aamrn eenutrant ut 
mtUus hoc tumulo cialatt audeat 
Xc fwi/ <w/c violare piupet 
patre et JUio rl sps sce ana 
am pp danatui exiiM. 

(SiiAMi, Xthedaria, Rome, Vatiiaii Library, Baih. lal. 3084 (XXW III, loo), c. 172). 


1118- 1119 The rhurch it firtt mcntiunrd as thc titJc of a Cardinal, onc " .Saxo de Anatuia .\aiKli Stefaai in Celio 

.»W i/../'., II, p. 3 , 2 ). 

1130 IH3 Innmrrnf IJ repairs thc churcli, which thrcalcns to collapac; “ eccletiam .Saruti Xupkani in Celia 
maale pro nimia retustaU fiuti.ialam optime reparant " (L.P., II, p. 384 ). 

1447 fh.. church is vciiliout a rooi; ai leasc over thc nave: ” ... ecrUiia S. .Stephaai t/uam lecto nunc careu- 
tem... " iBiokdo, Jlema iajhnir 4 ira, 1527 , c, 13 ’). 

1452-1454 .\icliolas V undciules a major restoration of thc cliurch, directed by Bernardo Rossrllino, con- 


' Thjt ip Uk praumcd datr id dii 
inamono ddic tdkci rpigrafWhr . 
• Thr duis usfgntrd ajc batid 


onfiiul >Tllo«r fnwi wliich Ihr Lorwh .5>lfci*c wai draan; an SnVAwn. •• Noovo 
Paal. .brad. MT. II, «i (igjii, p. ijg fl. 

■rvatumi nilb b««ralia di Lnuiic III ", Pmdir. A«l. .4tnd. 1 ( 1923 , 1 . pp. 107 ff.. 


s. tTU’ASIO nOTOHItO 


firmed hy inici ipliuiis, rreurds ol'parrnmls, a pnpal huU and runicmporaiy rrpnru-. 

1. Intrripiinns' 

al ()n Ihc archilravc abuse dir liipaiiilr cnuancr from Itu- vcsuliutr (11 ihr ihurch: 

" au:l.AH HANC PBOTIIOUABTVRIt XANOTI rTT.PIIANI OIV AMT» ISII lAPSAM NIlnLAVS V, roirr. 

MAX. ax iMrauKo iNsrAVRAViT Ii*xi«-.i.ni " 'Foiicxlla, /»Tiewai, VIH. p. 211B, nn. lypt). 

6) on ihc door friimc in ihc tariitty, panitionrd ntl llit casi chajtrl; " nhhii.svs . papa . 

V. M. cesA. . Iim ’ 'itid., no. ywl- 

2. Krrrirds of payinrnu fur a pavrmcni, uthilrwadiioK, dour framet and windnw frainrt imil 
glaxing. including tlaincd glasa: 'O <455> ” -l *>arstni Hrrnarda di .Uuliia da Firratt, autitr» di 
itiBiti ... ducali mille dt camera ... soas per la patmentata di S. Vlrjann RdunAi JucJ, e per «atiinirAaliira 
d'tiiu, per Ii altari di nutmueparle di marma t/laejlte di marma " " Af», (.'utoani d'.iadna t i>im|la<ai 
maeilri di pneilre di vein ... ducali 40 ... pet parte deite pantre fa a .Saale SU/aaa RiIchiAi ..." , " ,1 
maeilra Gioiuirai d'.tndrTa e U cempagm dipialett di fiueilir di aetra ... ducali ajTt... per S jbuilrr giauJi 
/ » aehi grande e e pnectre puale e 36 oeki pwali a/alio a tanta Sl^fana Rilimdu a JigkurT t a «Ai... 

in 14J4, " .1 mnetlra Damtnuu da .MenMupa jabre ... drn. »8, tat. 51 d. e. ptr Utra alp/ Ji fm 
liuwato data a lanio Ste/ana Ritanda, eioi 4jiarilrr r uaa ralma per ta ndlii e ar/Noai e gmpi in 
■ 463 a last paymcnl u ircorded, pnuilily In lake cair of an oulstandiiig drhi, Io " (rate Fa- 
tentine prailmlitre di XoiUo Signate tuo durate per (a ftahuha lue| di nrata Ste/am in ('«hmuiUr 
dei guale /ui ne pudrant laic) ” MUnt*. ap. ti!.. I. pp. 142, f., Tiiur.i, ap. rit,, p. in jl. 

3. .\ bull of Nichoint V, Augiul, I4'V4: ” ... rmi, fai dudum amcrali deformi rumae ivnriiiliiili 
rtrleiiae S. .Stephani io Caelia monte de l’rte, lamdiu ... per mulla Umpara ridlapiar, rl diiinn iWte /a- 
luJsu dejlihilae, eamdem etelaiam nan liar mafou tumpliiut, Dta opitulantr, laildNnrcimiu, tl ad de¬ 
centem tialum reduxinuu ..." iColleettonu Ibdiarum ... Raiiluae 1 'aniaaar ... Tninai .. . II, Rninc, 
1730, pp. 146 f.’. ICC alto MOtrrz, op. ril., I, p. 112, n. 1, and Tumei, ap. rit., p. 1114, n. i). 

4. (xsntcmporary reporu; " Templum laneh Suphaai in Caelio numle a JunJamenlii riiinuracil,..'' 
il..P., II, p. .55«); " ...Jeee caprire ei ncconciar* la eeeiena di Santa Ste/an» Rolanno ..." (SitrAMu 
iir.l.i.TirrcuuHA, Diario, cd. Tomhamni, /'Viali per la -Viaria dTlalia, Romr, iBijo, p. ysi; " ha- 
difilia miuilu ... ri/iiriaicao/o papa Muhata ma mallo piu Io guacli ..." ifuAin.utx) ni (jioanio, ap. 
eil., ed. Phomis, p. 98; op. eil., Maltiix, p. 283 f.(. 

1573 1585 In 1573 Oregory XIII givm ibe cliurcb of S. Slriiou Koiondo ui tlir faiUrgium (irimanuum; 

and in 1580 hr providet » ncw cniraiirc Irum tlir ainbulaloiy u> thr tainsly wiUt an inurip- 
lion, " itRK. xni. A. MD. utxx'■ FoaiJii.l a, luriiune, Vlll, p. 210, no. y44l. and has an 
octagonnl cliAncrl srl up in thc ccnlcr of ihc nave, drcuralrd with thc grlllim of his coal- 
of-arim. In 1583 hc has thc amhutauiry wall freteord with martyr arcnci Iry Pinnatancio, 
MatUNi da Siena and Tempetta Baouonx, Vile. 1842, pp. 41. 44; 1733, pp, 38, 41 f., 'Jiwj. 
1613 wuudcii tahrmaclc cxccutcd by thc bakrr Jolninn Ocnincr 1« plaicd in thc ccnlcr of thc ro- 
Uiiida; painted intcripiion on basc: " 10. cxHinak ivxvti» BtiaANrNtts iH vaar pisroa ta- 
BERNACVLVM HOC SVA MANV PP.RrP.CTtM SVAE NATIONI» nNAflAU <01.1.* lOBH'* OONAVIf 
EI HIC rrA POAVIT VT UORAT ElVt RECItiBI IN ISII.I." TtMBIVM rBANirEBK ltit| CVU EXPEIIIBK 
rVDICAVERIT DIE XIX lANVARII ANNO DOtl .M.DCXni ”. lFoB< EI-I.A, Itetitumi, Vlll, p. 210 , 
no. 34 . 51 ' , . , 

1736 llndcr Glcmcnt XII, Cardinal Gcniili Iniildi a ncw Ingli allar in " eeeleiia S. Siepkam in nante 
Celia " and tranilcrs inio it thc rclies «f thc martyr» Primu» anii Fclkianut, rceiin»rcraiin)| 
thc altar to tlicir pairnnagr; inxiipium Ischind thc main altar . 

CORPURA a . UH . FRltll »T EEIJI IANI 
EX arenario NOMENrANO ... 

HVIVt ECCLESIAE I. 2 TBPIIANI IN MONTE 
(OKUn PRAES» . LARU . OENTIU SV» NOVO 
altari a se EXCITATO ET lONtECRATU 
WIIJIMM POMPA RtPOSVrr X.IVNV MtXS XXXVI. 

iFoRctii.A, /ifftjiani, Vlll, p. an. no. ',46; »ce alto: Maranooni, iio. ril., f. 97 
cEi.LiERi, nu. al., f. 164 f.). 

u repairs. 


1960 


Prof. Cario Canchi direi t 
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CORPVS BASIUCARirM OllllKnAN-ARl.lM K<>MA£ 


D. f;RNERAr. DF..SCRJl»TtO.\ 


From ihc /ificr/iih iJimugh (lir carly paii of ihe iwomicth ccnriiry, Um* “ sphiiix of thc Caelian 
HiM " was RcnciaiJy consid««l a cJiissicaJ biiiMiijg; a " trmpio thc “ hmpium Fauni’'*; 

tbc fcmp/c of thc limpcror C,'laiidiujpossibfy a round basilh a^; a ccttiplc of Hat chiis or an 
armamoHarium finaiJy, a mattllmn ,md, indccii, thc mmeltum magnum of Nero • A comproiiiise 
opiiiion hcJd it to bc a church crected on cJaaicai foiindatioiis ^ AU thesc hypotlie.w wcrc hased 
on thc indicatioiis oT classicaj lopographcrs, reiiiforccd by thr tnisrcading of a passagc in the Mira- 
hilia H,«vexer, beginning idtJi thn e.irjy ninctccnth century, scholarly opiriion turned more 

and more loward the opinion ihat S. Strfann Rotondo was laid out iti its pre.sent forni by 
Popc Simpiicius and xvat a cliurch from liie outset * Receiit observations anti excavacintis have 
dchniieJy coiifimicd (his thesis. 


The structure stands among gardetu on thc crc.se of the Caetiati Hili. l'o thc cast thc Icvel 
ridgc cxicnds as far as thc Latera.., hidf a mile away. 0„ the other th.ee sido tiie land dcscends; 
to the South the descent is abrupt to the Porta Afetroma; to the north, in thc direciion of the Col- 
«eum. it is rather los stecp; and to the xt-est, after a spacr of lexcl ground on xvhich S. Maria in 
Dom...Va stands, thc land faJJs aJmost prccipitously to thc Via Appia. 

IntcrJocled circular and crucilorm clcnients formed thc pla.i of thc cliurch (pls. XII, XIII; fig, 
IP4, 195). Ir coiisistcd of a tali centraJ rotunda; a conccntric ambulatory originally opening out- 
xvatd m arcadea; a sccond conccntric peritneter walJ; and four radial cl.apcls, «,uaUy .spaced in 
thc arca bctxvecn thc xvall of the ambulatory and the oiitcr pcrimcler xvall. Although containtjd 
wtthm thc circle of this pc.imetcr waU. thc chapcls rose higher than the roofs of thc ambulatory- and 
thus d.sunctly ardculaicd the cruciforrn dasign of thc huilding [pl XIII; fig». .94, ,951. Today three 
of the four radial chapeis have disappeared and mucli of thc outer circiiit of thc churirh is no longci 
roofcd and has hecn tumcd into gardens, whilc thc outer arcade of thc ambulatory has bern wallcd 
“P tfig- >57). The church scems to have becn entered originaUy through cight doonvays spaccd 
eveniy m thc outer perimeter waJJ, two bctxvcet. each radial chapcl. The four chapcls created 
cro« axes, onc more accentuafed than tJie other, as wiU bc described beloxv. The major axis run» 
from n-est-southxvest ro casi-northcast*» (pl. Xfl). but Ibr the sakc of brevity xve xvill speak of the 

.. ' '-X 

V 


iijdpf:. its inc casiern onc. 



A AlA» Sinfim, t . 

rt IUM h/atriti fmU umi> fiunt tmfiu d 
1 itirir evti n-pnied aiattmciic, " 
di Kvna, Ronir. 1603. p. iB.j. 


8 ; Lmo 


u». A rafa/rtflm Ki 


_ , -■ *' r- -'■iMr, ixniiii:, toia. I, n. uoil. 

Ibuiii. F. V. H.. pL jG. ' "• *■ CtATrASi, Anu mlSr». II. Romt. p. j. LiXsaAAi, /lia, £insidUair, rol. 503 II.; 

(VAL«»T,s»Z«»,rTT,. OW. '■*^**™‘ lutuadat JM Umflaiv Faam" 


























i:IIRI!)TIAN/VRl'M 



yiff. 1)8 .Strfjnn K<i(oik 
Ww' nf l'a(ade willi ixirticn nnd 'righi 
linml) i<Mivrnt bui(ditig<, 1588 



Fig. ij)). S. Slditnu 


T«xUy ihc chiireh i» rrif«T«l ihrou^h onr iif llir ui'if(inal 
cloonvays, in <lir iiorilir-aat tector »i' the prrifncler wall. North 
of (hr rnirancr the ctinTci wnll is conccaied by a rrctanffular 
liiiildin^ of fineetilh miliiry date wilh later additiont, at 
preaen» the naitlencc of a rclitjfinut comtnuniiy. 

Threhiirrh door it thcjlercd by an arcaded portic» wliieli 
secmc, h> iii ttyle and its maionry tcchnique, tn be Rnniaii- 
csqiie ffiR. i.id;. The on^innl doorway it cnriched by a 
molded niarble frame inscribed on the lintei witii the 
monoffratn ol Nicholat V’, "PPAV”'. ^'he door leatlt Io an 
approxiinaiely reclangular vestibuli- uliich obvioutly date» 
irom the «iiiic reinodeliiii^. It is eovered n-ith a barrei vaull 
with interpenetrations wliich bcars the p.iinted arms iifNii-ho- 
las \’. The northeatt walJ of the veslibule (llial is, the north 
waU of the east chapcl^ was apparcntly also provideei with 
a door and frame, inscribed by Nirliolas X'!. The nnrth-wexi 
Wall of the vestibule, appar- 
ently built by Pupe Nicholas, 
was later opciied and liimed 
into a loggia. This Itiggia 
gave onio a smaJJ coiirlyard 
which is bounded to ihc South¬ 
west by a Wall of ihc cliurch, 
and by the conveut buildings 
on the other two sides. A 
marble wellhrad bcaring the 
arins of' Lato X (t5i3-i,V-»i Ii 
among otltcrs", anti ptwsibly 
dating as carly as 1513, stir- 
rounds the oprning Io a cis- 
tern wliiili lies brnrath ihe 
courlyartl pavemenr, At the 
Southwest end ofJVicholas V"s 
veslibule, iwin doorways lead 
into the church; their lintei U 
inscribed wilh Nicholas V"s 
dcdicatory inscriplioii^. From 
there, oiie enters ihc wide an- 
nular aislc which surrounds 
the Central lOtuniJa and is di- 
vided from it by a circle of 


cliaprl arrcMS ambiduiory 


• • U.ir rblrrnr <1. rhewri. S. sirl 
.€» X, Kicf UUiilaii. nl Hiuigaiy isi6:. (iu.vaniii Oiu/ 

• Sec .Iwvt. d<*. 


II and AchlUr 0» 







iweiily-lwo Ionii tuloinns rrnwned wilh iiutbie an hilr.ives 'lig. i Vl' Tlir rxirruAl Wall of dir 
aisie origiiiaJIy opnieil in an arcadni lulrmnade, bul niosl of ihe iiitrr-ioluiniiiatHins have now 
been walled up lo «rrale Ihi- preseni c«ner waU id' the ihuttj». The ina|nrily of ilir gniesome 
marlyidom frescoes ihi ur 0 « ItliH-king wulls .fig. ihfti The tilrd lonf nf dir aiiiioUr aisie is 

cuiicealed iiilenially by a sim|dr lollrreil wiHHleo i riliiig ii( fificenlh leiituiy date, siipjiorird by 
large troas Iseains wliiili ir»l 
on wiMMieii btackrit wilh 
aiaiilhus leaves, ihr wliolc 
iiiiw rrsiorrd (fig. ib^a'). 

The inner ring of Ionii 
columni supiMirts ihe cylin- 
drtral wall of tlir rotunda, 
which has a diami-lrr of aa.31) 

(75'i “nd rises a-» 

m. above the HcMir. lis 1 Irrr- 
slorey wall is pieneil by ji 
Windows, 1 | of which are iiow 
walled up ,pl. XIII, lig. itio, 

\ transverse triple an ade nii 
ihc diameter of the 1 ylitidrr 
and at right angles to the 
muin axis dividrs the rotunda 
into iwo paris; iis arches, a 
witic onr llaiikrd by two smal- 
ler oiies, rest on two large cnr- 
inihiaii columns and iwo 
brick end picis. The traiu- 
versc diaphragrn arcadr suf»- 
porls the criling ol' ihr ro¬ 
tunda, originally of (ifireiiih 
century date and siniilar in sisie 10 thal of llse aniiular aislr, and tn eiilly rrnrwrtl. An inlag- 
onal spare in the middie of ihr rotunda, liriwmi tlie Ivsu loluiiini of tlir transverse ariailr, 
is sci apari for a Itigh altar and riuloiied by a low 1 liain rl wall which is ilriorated wilh nudiled 
plasterwork, inrluding ihc hrraldic griHtns id" (irrgory XIII'. .\lso. uiiiil a liw ycars .sgo. 
there slood wiihiii the rncloturr a ssroodeti lalseriiai Ir, ihr haiidiwoik ol a Hwahtaii haker- 
confcclioiicr *. 

The main axis of the crow-sliaprd thuri h liet at right anglrt to the Iraiuvrisr arradr arui ii 
drnotrd by varialinns in thr loliimns and arrhrs of tlir ouiet mlorinade: the toliiinm tm ciilvrr side 
of ihc axis are tallcr and more ornate than ilic oihrti (»1. XIII; hg. 1638,'. Similaily, lltc iraiwvrrse 
axis U drriiicti by culumns in the oincr colnnnadr which arc largrr tlun tluxsc io llu- dugonal wr- 
lort, alihoiigh not *o large as ihotr of thr major axis fpl. Xlll; fig. ibB^. Tlir two large columns 
at thr vscsi end of the main axis Hank a small apte, svhile the four l oluinns i>t>pusiic thrm, ai 
tlir east end, open imo ihe t ha|>rl whkh is the oniy of the four arms of tlir trot» llial survivr*. 



' »« sbM, ih«. 

• Sm «bove. a<f 161J. 




























OORPl-l BvISILICAIIini CHRXiTIAlVAKI U KOMAb 




Thix ciiiipel if namiH-rr toda)- iJian originali)', bccauic chanibm h.ive bccii purliliimrrl olT on cach 
lidr nf il; fo ific IWl «hrrr it n Mrrisfy; Io ihc ligfil, a »lorr room (pl. XII). A round-hradwl 
«•indnw npm» into tlif main room of Uii- cha/irl and inio cach of il» lidc rrwnu; of ihr ilircc uin- 
dowx, oniy Ihc middlr tme ttill «amV* ii» original hrtccntli cciitm-y iraccry. Fiinhcr to the ri((hl, 
n uilcr«i»Iumnialion» of «hc oulci colojinadc It-ad iiiic* a Baroque « hapcl dcdicau d Io Saints 

Sicphcii iif Hungary and Paul 
tin* Hcntiit, w Jiilc Irft of ihc 
«acristy, the corrrAjKiriciing 
Jiair of iiilrrrolumniaduii» in 
iJic outcr 1'iilonnadc coin- 
< idr» iWlli ihc iiviri doorway 
ihrouqh wliifli ihc annulai 
aislc is cnicroci Irum the ves- 
tilmic (fig. i6fl. riijhl). 

The chapcl of Saiiils .Sie- 
phen iiinl Paul, ti\c rasi chap- 
ol which b the .«urinving arin 
of the origiiuil cro*s plaii, the 
\ esiihiile of Niriuilax V and thr 
Rcnaissiincr convent build- 
ings, :ill combinr lo occupy 
about onr ihirtl of the annu- 
lar spare briwecn the oulcr 
colonnadc and ihe original 
pcrinictcr w.dlnfihe church 
:'pl. XII). I heuchrritvuthirds 
are nosv a garden (figi. 157, 
161). In the annuJar wall» 
of the gardrii trarrji survivr 
of the ihrce tnissing rhapcl», 
'vhirh ronsiiiutcd the other 
anna of iJte cross, and of the 
I iifford ateess to Ihc clninh 
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S)'nuneiricaHy spaced doorways which wcre originally dcsigiied 
ihrough the diagonal sctiors of the prrimctrr wall i'fig*. ,8«, jgo igj) 

oiaj^b^ dlh w,?h“sr ~,ction which have come .0 lih. wi.hin the arca of the church 

of the norfh I J "T*” »1 ‘hc garden which iiow takcs the place 

wall 

an absidaJ caedra ii. w dl o6t Z (f,g. .83). From thu wall 

howevcr, excavaiion of the featurc hi''7^"* concemric tvith the church; 

unreJated to the church ffig. ,93 ^ ^ i, CJean mV «''«iKht and quite 

txcavations tiiiderralen in fo .8 hv th S . " 

iciertakcn n. ,958 h> the Sopnntciidenaa ai Monumenti del La..io Lencath the 
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>. «TEFANO ROTONfM) 

fioor of the Rciiaiiaante log^ia which llaiilu the nurtheasi rourtyard revealed Itunni huive rrmnini 
of an anin edeiii huilding with Mcp»; llir Uyle of brirkwork suggesti a date iit the «nitnd rcniury. 
Bclween thii and the rniindaiioiit of the church wall, iwo lerracotla sarcophagi wrre fnund. They 
scem lo be later ihan the church. 

Tinally, an exravaliiin at the ceiilcf of the lolunda, iindcrtakcn by the Snpiinicndmta, dl*. 
rloscd. 0.74 m. bclow flooi levrl, the uip survKing ponion nf a Rnniart wal); lias-ing it i nuning 
mmluliis of 6 to 6Vi counes per R. ft.. ii is buiit of the thin biirks which aw aswiriaieil with tlic 
Sevrian period. Tite wall face is lurnrd ahnosi rxai lly snulh and is olilkpir lr> the nrieniation of 
the church. AII ihese aniet edent fcatures leem likely to IteloiiR lo the ras/ro remaiiis 

of which are kiiown hoilt citsi and west of the site of ilie chtinh'. 


E. A.NALY^ 

1. The Central rotunda 

The prcscnl pavemrni itf the chiirt h is concrete, made of hroken maihle |Mtlished 10 a imiMiih 
surfacc; it is cenaiitly later ihan the Iweiflh ceniury beeaiue it cuven the iMiiinm cdgr tif the bases 
of the two columns which carry acriai the criitct room the diapliragm arcadr «>t Ininnetu II, 1130. 
1143*. Thus the pavemritl rilhcr dates from the lime «tf Nirltolas V or, more likely, ii coiiirm- 
pnraiy with CJrcgory XIIl's octagonal chaiicrl barriet (fig. 159). A trciich dug by ilie Soprin. 
tenden/a ai Moiiumt-nli del La/io in 1958, near the middlr of ihc rotunda, shnwrd lluit the concrete 
surface matcrial, 0.10 m. thick, lies over a o.a8 m. under-lloor of ronrser concrrir. 'lite under- 
fioor lesis on a levcl bed of compacird nibblr and earth. RrnvAing this, the rxravatun dist ov- 
cred the Severan wall described aliovc. Noihiiig was found in thr side» of ihc cxsavaiion iretuli 
thiit couid rejtresent citber the surface or the subairuriure of an aiicirnt pavrmeni ol' the chuich. 

Another canipaigri of suundings undertaken by thr .Soprintendcnia in 1967 and 1968 Itas rlari- 
fied the situacion (fig. i6.|). l'he column shofls of the rotunda rest on bases and pliiitlis. Alt ilie bases 
dilfer in hcight and design and the plinths Likewise vary in hrighl fiom 10 to 13 cin, The late, 
jsresuniably sixternih ceniury paveinent hence covered parU of stttne, and some riiiiie Imscs 
and iiiany of the plimlis. Ttie suundings have shown titai the plinths are carricd by iruvcriine 
base blocks, fmm as liiUe as 17 lo as much as .46 cm. high, and thai ihese hlocks in tum rest on 
llie top of ihc circulat fouiidation wall of the roionnadr. Tlw funcUon of ilic hlocks was ohvioiuly 
to countcraci ihe varying hcights of ihc shafis, bases and plintlis, all apparciilty sjiuili. In 
the intercolumniations bclween llie base blocks ihc foiindalioii wall tarricd a Ited of csintTcle, 

7 cm. liigh, and this in turii suppuried ihc marbte pUques of the ortginal fioor, whkh wcre ca. 

•j cm. thick. Thus the plinths of the columns originally mic frtim 16 lo 37 cm. aUwe tlie mar- 
blc pavemenl. The base hlocks, from the Iloor Icvcl to thr plinihs, aclesl as socies antl werc pre- 
sumably rcvctlcil with inarblc idaqiies. The blocks are al limes imaller «han ihc plinthi they 
carry, al oiher times slightiy lurger; wherc a biuck is too ihorl lo rcach lite levcl of ihe plinihi, 
rough ma.sonry fills ihe gap. The sitiialioii is clcarest tii the West sector, wherc il is also evideni 
that ihc inarblc pavemenl cxiciids from the intrrcolumniaiions inio ihe Central nave as wcll as into 
che ambulatory; (hus il is ricar ihat boih ihese arcas wcre fully paved. 

The rotunda rr.iis on aa Ionie columns, 6.80 m. high and sel in a pcrfci t circle, 3.40-a.Go m. 

■ ilauv uid Rsohhm, p. ijs ff FuriWr >mU<. spiMrenilr brlm^if lu i)ic ume Runuii lwiUin« nar iruol Ia ifAS hy dw 

Sapruiiendrtiu, Al this poiat v»c tan aal» imw thnr nattD» in ihc cnpccuUMi dul ihcr «U awn hc puklatwd. 

* Scc brkm, p. qiy «iwl «bove, dig. 
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Apari UI thc rlear; un thf milral a.\is thc distancr riso lo 2.80 ni. i|jls. XII, XIII, Hx». iCo, 165). 
Thr Krr\- mnrhlr roJumn baws niv iio[ iiiiirorni; somr of ilit-tti air rliiMical jpoiis sshilr othrrs, fmin 
thr character ofrhr imildilif'. srrm tn l>c «f Eajiy Christian date, The shalls are all moiioJithtc and 
orgiTV ^niriilc, biit thev s'ar>' in length belwccii 5.75 ni. and 6.19 m. and jnsipnriitmulrly in diatiir* 




ter from 0.74 100 82 111. ihe ihinncsi shafl Jia» a ba»c circumfereiiLc of 2.22 m.. ila> ihirkcst, 2.55 m.). 
rhr loruc tap.uds are a uniform «e, having approxi.natrly idcntiral abaci, scrolls and rusliiona; 
bu each captui . rpcrullv shaped a, d.e nerk k. a., to f.t ehe diantrter of thc shaft which «tpporls 
«*• » i e, , f). ^<•|ltc the capitaJj wrre made for thr preaent shafts and probably for tlicir 

preert, locatrott. Al.hou.h robu. and «vere. Ihc cbarac.cr of thc «uJptnrc h ur^hil^tei; 


S. «TBFANO ROTONnO 


and rcwal* tlic style of a lime when architcctural earsiti)? vvas no lonitrr a flnnrishinit an in Romr. 

By ivay of minui varialion sume iif thr rapilaU liavc fuUalr iieck», wliilc nthcii are iinderomlcd; 
some are girdled with rope molding at thc base t>f the cnihitin, whilc othcit are nui; anil the Iraf 
ilei-ui-alitiii of thr « lolls sliows many varialinns. Tite coluntiadr t arries a hnrironldl uiinutar eniab- 
lature; cacli intcrcoJumniaiioii is spanneil by a heavy marhle lintei, cuivrd in phin and ilrcurated 
on both sides uilh arcbitrave, frieze and tomice moldings, which are uniform ihtoughnul thc circle, 

The annular enlablaliire, with thc help of semicirt.uhir lelirvitig atehes (fvg, l^bb), snpports the 
dnim of thc totuiida, a cylindriral hrick wall 0.85 tn. ■R. ft.'| ihick and aboui i.j m. (nearly 
50 R. fu) high; soine of thr relicving an hes are visiblc from the anibulalio y, having bcen uncover- 
ctl in lOliy. The brickwork nf ihe nitnndu wall is laid in horizontal toiirscs with thlrk mniiar 
bcils giving a mtidnhis nf oiily 4 couises, 01 necasionalty 4^/2, per R. fl. 

At H heighl of 14.40 in. (50 R. fl.) abiivc thc Boor, thc brick cylindcr in pirrced by 22 equully 
spaced ronnd-headed cicrestorcy winduwT*, 1.65 m. (jjVj R- ft.l widc and spaeed ubnut 1.8» nt. 

(6 R. ft.) apart 'pl. XHI; fiRs. iGo, iGi, 165, ifif>). Karh window it spanneti by a semicircular arrh 
of radially set brick voussoirs 0.44 m. long. The diameter of the arches is 1.86 m., making a sel hm k 
of 10 ctn. ai the top of each window jamb. At thc Icvcl of thc arcli tpringings, the cylindtical wall 
Ls rcduccd in thickncss from 0.85 In 0.70 m. by an inclincd ledge wliich patses horirontally around 
the inner fare of thc rotunda wall. Of thc 22 original window openings all biil cirIu aic blm krd 
with brickwork of unccriain date; ihtwe remaining itpeii are furnished with a tnarble trntery of 
twin round-hcadetl lights surmoimtcd by a circle, 
and miutt date from thc period of Nicholas V h 
The original window sili levcl is visiblc on thc in¬ 
side; outside it is masked by the aislc roof which 
is csHdcnlly a little higher riow thaii was oiigi- 
nally inlendcd. E.xicnially, the briekwork of thr 
tylindrital cicrestorcy is perhtiaieil by iiumcrotis 
scuflbld holes arranged in approxiiriatcly liori/tm- 
lal rows (figs. iCi, 1C6). The lowtsl are in thc 
picis bctwccn thc Windows; 1.70 ni. higher up a 
coursc of holes corresponds with thc npper part 
of thc window arches, and 1.50 m. above them 
foJIows anoiher coursc. The scafliuld holes in ihc.cc 
ihree courses are abuut 10 cm. squarc. Hosvever, 
after rising for another 1.50 m., thc wall is perfo- 
raied with a couise of stnall rouud holes such as 
we oficn note in Carolingian masonry in Ronie, and aboui o.fki in. liiglier up. tlirre is another 
coursc of llic saine small holes. Finally, near the top of thc wall, wc find a coursc of Lirgc 
sqiiarc holes which wc takc lo dalc from thc iwclfih century; 0.30 m. furllier up, thc cy- 
liiidrical wall terminates in a typiral Romaiic.Hqiic contice of saw-toolh brickwork and whiie marhle 
modilioiis. The original wall ihus survives lo a heighl of roughly 21 mclers. 

.■\l a levcl of i.io m. above the apex of thc cicrestorcy Windows, thc wall is picrccd hy iwo 
tcrracotta tubes, about tt> cm. in diameter and surrounded by a starof ladially-sct bricks (fig. 166). 
They are diamctrically oppnsrd to carh other in thc norlheast and Southwest scclurs of thc rotunda. 



’ The cleratorer window fratnn «e ihe Kime u tbeoe «umvioR in Uve Uitrr t. itiduvn in ihe eo« nniinl tlupel ;ir»; Ahovt. diR. t+si-1 m. 
>t»l llrlnw, p. dis AOd pl. Xllli. 
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known, bu« it musi bc 
ob«-r\<rcl lliiil ijii' two hnlr» 
rcivlly facc duc north aiiil 
Miiiili'; r»iir Hsc of thc tcmu 
■'casi” atul “wcsl" Air ihc 
niAiti axi.i ul' clic ciiuiiii is, 
aftcr a)l, convcntionai. 

The tiaim'crac triple at- 
cade wliich divides thc rotun¬ 
da intcrnally is suppori4‘d by a 
pair of antique enluniiis ul'red 
granitr, sui tniiiiritcd by Corin- 
thian capitals and placcd 
betrveen T-shajM-iI biick end 
piers which likcwisc are 
eajrped by anciriit Corinthian 
capitals, square in plan (]>1. 
XIII; fig. i6i>). Each end pier 
cnvelops one Ionie coliimn of 
thc rotunda coloiuiade and 
has been rccrntly uneoveied 
within thc brick piers (fig. ifi?}. 
The end piers are biiiit of accu- 
rately coursed brirkvvork tvith 
a modulus of 5 to 5^4 coiirscs 
per K. ft.; thc mortar beds 
average t6 mm. in thirknrss, 
as is charartcristic of masons 
work in Rome during the Ro- 
cnanesque periori. The Coiiii- 
ihian colurnus are 10.50 m. 
high and have grcy granile 
sliafts wiih murblc bases and 
rapitals. The vvali above the 
ihrec arrhr.s rises to thc roof 

of the rotunda and in tlie upprr pati is pcrforatcd by live large lound-headed openings, thc 
middlc one latger and irt higher up than (he pair to eath side; the masonry cannot br exam- 
iaed, as ii is coated Kiih plastcr, Above the lilteenrh century criling, the piesent conical tilrd 
mof rats on a sied franac, ererted in 1960 to replace thc fiftecnth rentury timber bcains, which 
liad decayed. 


Fig. 166. S. Strfann Ruluiido. Kxterior of druiri fmi 
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2. The annular aisle 
a) Tiif. ooionkade 

Thr annular aislc which cnvelops thc Central ro¬ 
tunda is 9 m. widc and is bounded extemaUy by n 
seeuiul annular rolonnade {pls. XII, XllI; fig». 159, 
l(io, lf>7, 168). Wliilc llic inner eoloiiiiaile is ira- 
beated and continuou», ihis miter rninniiadc is ar- 
caded and subdividcd into eighi atxinrs of v^arying 
ilegrecs of importanrc; lliere are cardina! scctors 
eurrexpotiding with the major antl minor axes of thc 
church, aiul intervening diagonal seeliti ». Kach Car¬ 
dinal sector has fonr columns and five arches; eaih 
diagonal sector luis five eolumns and six arches at a 
lowcr level than thosc of thc Cardinal sectori: and 
the cight scctors are separated from itiii- aiinilii-r hy 
cight reclaogwlar brick piei*, slightiy concave on tlie 
inner face in conformity with the curvature of llir 
colonnadc. Sinee Ure side walls of the four radial 
chapeis which extend out from thc aislc meet the 
Wall ofthe aUlc at thc eighi piers, thesc are T-sliaped 
in plan; the erosi bars of thc “T” Uc in llic line 
of lh<‘ circular colonnadc while the Icgs constitute 
pari of thc chapcl walls and 
are visiblc from thc outsidc' 


b) Fohxdations 
AND PAV^EMEA-TS 

In igbt a sniall tesl Irciich 
was dug against thc exterior 
facc of the outcr culuimade, 
expifeing thc structure of thc 
annular foundation wall in 
the iioriliwesl diagonal sector, 
anci under the T-picr which 
it shares with the wesl sector. 

About [.70 m. bclow present 
lloor level thc masonry foun- 
clation wall rests on a footing 
of cast concrctc; this presum- 
ably goes down to natural 

rock, although otir excavation was nol decp cnoiigh for it lo bc sccn. llie lowcr courses of 
thc buiit wall arc irregular npm liflalum; ihcii, after laying a couisc of large unhcwn lula lumps 



Fig. 160. .S. Slrfacu> Rotundu. 
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about o.i6 m. high, the masun.s uscd biitk aJonc for sixtern roiirscs, with a modulus of 5 courscs 
per R. (t. (figs. 169 a, b, (), Tlie bricks are sinall and uneveti, the mortar beds are witboiit 
puiniini; and Uie roursiiig is somcwhai undiilant. An unrxplained anomaly is that, above ground 
lincJ tlie brirk sirutiurc of the T-picr is homogcncous, whilc the fouiidaticms of ihc colonnadc 
seem 10 have been buili at first as a plain circle, withoui pnnision for ihe leg of ihc “ T ” ffigs, 
169 b, e). Moreovrr the anmilar stylobate wall was hiiilt maiiily ol coursed brickwork, whilc the 
fouiidaiion ol the spur is composrti ofeoarsr lumps of tufa sct in cemrni or possibly cast as concrete 
inio an rxcavatetl trciich. fo judgc by the single specimen excavatetl, it wouid seem that tlic ra- 



Fix- 171. S. Stcfaiiu Roluado. South chapcl, itiarblc 
pAvement and oolumn basc in ambulacory colonnadr 
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diui walls wcre adilrd as an aftcrthouKhl l«i a plaii wliieh wa* <irt(onaUy intcnclrtl to t>o pufely cir¬ 
cular. Ncvcrllu-U'S«. as ihc superstructure bricUwiuW iii the Icgs and hrads of ihc T-shapcd piers 
is perlw-tly intcfp-al, the «Iwiige «f plaii was esidcntly made al a very rarly slaRC. 

.\s reporled above’, the orifpnal marblc pavcmciii ha* l>ecu found, ^8 cm. ticlow the lalcsl, 
presuniably sixicenth cenlury pavemeni. It has been traccd in ihc iiilcrcolumniution* of ihc inain 
colonnadc froiii where it cxicnds boih inio ihe ceiitral arca and the annidar aislc. A secimd pave- 
ment, iJiMiimably medievah was found ai a highcr levcl, only lo cm. above ihc original ime, 
Finally, probably in ihc sixtecnih century, the older pavcmciu* sverc removed and a concrcic 
paveinent was placed on eanh fill, Hush with ihe cohiinn pliuths. 

I.ikcwise, in ihe circuit of ihc outrr colonnadc ihc remains of carly, probably nriginal, pavcinrnis 
are preserved, coveicd by the later walls which scal up the intcrcoluniations. In the wcsl pari 
of the South sctlor, o.ao m. bclow prcscni fluor Icvel, the carly pavemeni consisi* of rcctnngnlar 
sial» of white marble abotil 3 cm. thick (pl. XIII; figs. 170, 171); wWile, near the middle of ihc 
souih cast diagonni sector at approximatcly Ihc same levcl, the pavemeni is cnmposed of vrry large 
whiie marblc tesserae (lig. 173). Wc might al ihis poini anticipate as well il\at ihe columns of 
the ouler colonnadc, like thuse of ihc main colonnadc, rcsi 011 travcrtiiic basebUicks of dilfereni 
hrighl and thus rise from varying leveis al>ovc the nriginal pavrmrnts. 

Following the circuit of the outcr colonnadc we note tlic fralures of cach sector in luin. In 
gencral tlic exterior face of ihc cukinnadr, much of which is cxposcil, is more informalivc ihaii 
the interior bccause the laltcr is almost entircly coaied with plasicr and paiiilings. 


3 . The outcr sector» 

a) The east chapei. 

\Vc biicfly -slart with the cast cliapel but will rctuin lo it al Iciigih (pis. XII, XIII; figs, 1^6» 
15I). 183, 183,186). The four colurnas of ihc ca.st sector stili coiislitutc ihc enlraiu e lo the only sui viv- 
iiig radiai chapcl; ronscqucnily the Iwo Central rolumn shafts are frec-standing, whiie the. outcr 
pair is only partiy cnvclopcd in the inasoiiry of ihc parttiions ol ihc lutcral sacrislirs ilig. il>3ii). 
The columns are Corinihian, with unlhilcil grcy granilc shafts and mathle bases and capital*, and 
are siirmoiintcd by impusi blocks of marblc dccoratcd with cnisscs in rcliel on ihcir front and rcar 
faces. The Icavcs of the capiials are sliongly modelcd iii high relief but the foliage is wuhoui 
serration (lig. 173). The hcighl of ihc columns from the lloor lo the lop ol the pulviiis is O.bf) m. 
(33 14 1 ^’ I*-}- 'J'hc live semicircular arches which lisc from the pulvin* are iieally conslructed of 
radially sel scsqiiipcdals. The south or liglii brkk pier of ihc cast sector is i.HG m. widc at ihe 
basc bul i.* reduccd to t.G6 m. by a sciback in its Irlt fate 1 m. above lloor Icvcl. .\i a hriglit of 
6.65 m. above lloor levcl the llank of the pier riins into the inirados of the cast sector anh withoui 
a sct back. On the otlier side of the pier the inirados of the first arch of the soiilheasi diagonal 
sec tor i.s sct liark a frw centimclcrs bchind the liglu liancl jamb of the pier, 5.3G m. above lloor 
levcl; illis jamb is verlical from the llotir to ihc springing of the aichivolt, as are the sides ol ali 
the other piers bctwccn ihc cighl seciois of ihc outcr colonnadc. 
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rORPUS BA5ILi(MH(lM CHRIiOlAXARIIM ROUAr. 


Tiik SOIITHEAST stinoR 

The «oiilJieujt cli.ii^ona) sciltir commuriicalr» wilJi the atiniilat aisle (IiidukIi five Ionie rolumiis 
and six arcliej. The firs» two intereolumnialiot» aie o]>en and liirm llie entrancc to the eighteenlh 
ceniury chajKd orSainls Slephcn and Pani, whilc (he olhcr foiir arrhways are sealrd witli liloeking 
walls ivhich we lake lo lie Romanesque. A niosair pavement of large (eiaevae jirtijn is from the annu* 
far roinnnade into the area of Ihe serior 'fig. 173). The granite rnltiinn shafti, 4.10 to 4.15 ni. in 
leiigdi, werr apparently founci to bc too sliort, and lo raise ehein to tlir requirrd level, Iraverline base 
blorJu 40 to 4,^ rm. higli tvere inserled beneath eneh base murti 
as those in the main roionnade. Originally the bloeks may have 
bcen roniealed by marble revelmcnl (figs. 170, 171). Theside 
of rarh roliimn shaft faeing ihc cenier of tlie church is priforal- 
ed by a squarc morlicc liolr, 3.80 m. above Iloor letrl; ihey 
tnay have scr\'cd for the attachmrnt of lainp brackets. The 
rnarble Ionie capitais, raiher crudely rarved and probably from 
ilic snmc workshop as those of ihc Central eoJonnade, althmigh 
lc« carcfully made, are snrmoimtcd by cymoid impost biucks, 
fome marble, otheri travertinc ifigs. 16B, 174 a, i, r; 176;. 
Over ihese, thin horiznntal siabs of marble projeti a few eenii- 
meiers from thr rxicrnal waJl fare al Ihe base of ihr arrliivolts 
Fis. 173. s. Str/Ano Kn,nnX“tW '"lended lo support a marble 

Itiian eapital of Gnt fhnpcl plalliig whieh formcily reseiled the iniraclos and spandrrh of 




the areade The arche, arc buiit «f radially sct brkk voussoir., whieh inlerlravc at ihc springing. 
Jug holes for seruruig ihc revetment are foimd in the exterior face of fhc T-pier, arxrhivolts and 
span rc» (ig. 175«) as far up as, bul not bcyoiid, the horizonial scar of a band of concrete, light- 
cned wtth liollow tenacotta tubes (ftgs. , 76, 177.179). The band of lubos i* 0.50 nt. Itigh, and iu base 
Ites 2.30 ni. ateve ihc tmpost of thr areade and aboui 9.28 rn. above the extrados of the arcliivolls, 
I appean. lo be a hon/onial elianncl formed in ihc biiclt-farcd wal) by tlie omission of six or scveii 

ranged rlose logether tn vertical lines, uere inserted. A. ihc sou.h end uf ihc secutr ihc band 
urus ar nght angJe, and continues at the satnr Icvel and uilhmtt ai.y visible curve in llir leg of 
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) thc T-picr until thc masoiiry U Inukcfn ofT (fig. 
X77). Frc.si]niMbl>' it docs thc samr at the cast 
cnd of thc sector, but here it is conccalcd by thc 
rooraiid vaulting of thc chapei ofSaitiis Sicphcii 
and Paul. ■|’hc purposr of thc tiibuiar ron- 
struction i.i prnblenialical; it indicates thai a 
fealurc of light ucight was attacheti to thc wall at 
thU Icwl, but thc form of this featurc is far from 
ceriain Above thc tubuiar biiiid thc annular 
wall risrs aitnost to thc cavrs of tlie aislc roof in 
neatly laid brickwork wiih the usuul modulus of 
i 10 4>/i courses per R. ft. In this zonc there 
ane no signs of ntarblc attachmrnts, but 0.70 in. 
above thc tube bund a horizonial low of rcctan- 
gular liolcs appeani in the brick wall fare. The 
holes are sparcd approximately 1 ni. upitrt, and 
thc smallcst are formrcl wiihin a singie brick 
roursc mercly by selting two bricLs further apart 
than usual; others have prubably bcen cniarged 
for thc attachmciit of later scaOblding. 

r) Thf. .SOUTH SECTOR 

The artading of thc soulh sector is slightly 
higher than that of Uic souihcast sector but con- 
sidcrably lowcr than ilial of thc east sector; in- 
clecd, its archivolts spring approximately 5.60 m. 
above thc presene floor as compared with 5.26 


». rrtrAMci RirroNDO 
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m. in thc «...thra,. «.d fi.fij m. in thr r«t «, lor. I.ikc !»«■ ..,l,rT carrIinM Wrver 

thc xnilh sec tor has fonr rolutmu and livr an lies, ...d tu cinpiiasirr ihr iranscerv a«is ibr middlr 
arch IS slihril 10 that it rises aboui at» rm. bighcr than ihe atclirs tn ritlwr side ipl XIM 
The archivolts ai usual are niadr wiih radialiy sci 4^ em. tcs.|inprdals. Thr iwo T piess whirh 
defmc thc sector shc.w «tcrn.lly brirkwork with Icccl ...umn* of canini, ihi.knc». ,»ir .«.kI- 
ultis bcing 10 5 cour«» ,H-r R fi. Oi, la.ili ihc righl and Icfi face» ,hr r.pirn, ,|,r spring- 
ing of a scginriiiat arch U vnihlr ; thc anli ap,Mirnlly tiuitiniicd railiaUv U» liir .irrular wall 
of Ihc ambulaiory for an uiiknown but cvidcnily short distante hg. 17B; icc also lig, 177 
lefl boltom). ticrasional lixing plugs shocc that llw l -pirn wctr rrccHctl with maiblr pUiing 
iip 10 thc Icvcl of itic arcade; abtive that Irvcl llic suutli sec tor bad iu> ralrmiil niurlilr irvel- 
mrnt, ihougb ibe |>arl of thc T-pier whith bcinngt 10 ihr adjairnt «iiiihrasl sector sluiws signs 
of marblc plaiing to a higher Icvcl (fig. 175 a.i. Insirad of marble plaling, thr iiuradi» thr stmlli 
sector arratling, the cxlcritn fare of thc arihivotu and thc s,»andrrU alrove ihrm wrre rrvcitnl in 
stinm. A small quaiuily of thc stucco rrmaiiis m nAi 0« thr tiutsiilr fare trf iltr i iirtcd wall. In- 
rluding fragmenis of dccoratrd corona inoldings which tnjiliiie thr jiiurlurc of inirailo. anii «rrlil. 
volt in two of Ihc archet Tig. 177; sec also fig. iBoj. Tlir liorimnlal barnt of comme with inlirs 
iioted in Ihe diagonal srt lor, docs noi ap|war hcic. fH thc f.mr column* ut thr wmih serior, th^ 
middic paii have fiiHcd shafts, whilr the laleral |>air are unfluirct; all have «pmre ludes li.r brlckrl 
allachmcnis as drscribeil beforc and all suppon Ionie capiuU and rymoid ini|Kisl lilfxks «d ntat- 
hle. Ihr lacter wiihout t n«»cs. A paveinrni of marblc ilahs. raihrr iliaii ilir imisau pavcnimi 
scen in Ihr srmihcail sector, projet is ftom thr coloniusdc td thr annular aiale into thr testor' ^lig,. 

170, 171). Again, thc columns are placcd on baic bluiks of iravritinc wbiih tcsi tm iltr tirmlor 
fbiindalion wall and ntisc thc ctduinn plinihs from i-a to u min h as 45 t iii. alnor ilu- tniginal 
pavement Irvel. 

J) The sotrrHWEST sarroR 

The Southwest sector resembles thr kmilheast sector in oprtiing itiln thc aislc wlili six archrs car- 
ricti by five graniir-shanrd Ionie rolumns with iraveriinr pulvins; thc aiches «{iring, as Iniorr, 
0.30 m. lowcr than the arcade of Ihc souih sector. Again. 10 <om|>rmalr for the itiiunUieni Irngth 
of thr shafis, the column bases are raised on lop of rough basr biutkt whirh piesuiiiably wcrr oiigi- 
naily hidden by marble n-veimmi. Unlike thc suulheaM lettrrr, ihe ouUiilr fairs id llie T-piers 
are not pitted with mortire holes for marblc revrtmmi, nor do tlicse Uaret otcur 011 ihe face of the 
airhivolts; at any rate, this is true of the pari of the face that it visible. Indred, ihe iip|>er «me 
is hidden by a coat of plaster. evidcntly later in date ilian ilic Romaiirsquc walls whith blutk iev> 
eral of the opriiing» of this serior (fig. 179). The exiemal wall face above ihe att ading b iiHcrrupi- 
cd by a baiid of tubuiar concrete rxacily as in ibe soulheasl lecior and, above it, ai the same Irvel 
as beforc, wc fiiid a horizonial now ofsockels in thr brirkwork; iliesc are spacrd a lililr closer Ujgeth- 
cr and are ralhcr largcr than thc ones prcviuualy described. At the wcsi end the tubuiar liaiid 
tiirns and follows ihe prujecting F-picr Icg, but it docs not tonlinur inio the Cardinal scitor. No 
doubt it formerly did likewisc at the luuth rnd; but the pier has now Iseen cui duwii below the levrl 
in qucsliun. I.ikc its ruuiiierpart at the M>uih end of thc seclt>r, thc wcstcrn T pier also shows ilie 
springing of a segmcntal arch, 6,50 m. abtAC ground Icvcl and sumiouiiUng thc ctnpty seatijig of 
a lintei; and whilc the suuih face of llie pier hclow ihu qiringing U buili to bc seco, it b broken 


• Srr .how. pp. S09. sti. 
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() Tllf WMT SECTOR 


<t scrtnr, T'>pM‘r and airarfri at ivm chaprf wilh 
Roiiujics(|ur apsr 


Conlinuing arnnnd thr aninilar colonnaclr, in 
thr wrsi sector foiir columns and fivc arches are 
disprjscd lymmctrirally about ihc prinripal axis 
ofihe church (fjg. >7()). 'Mie tieigla oF thc impone 
Irvrl abovT thr floor, 6.55 m., docs ttot quite 
et[Uiii that of ihe cast sector, 6.65 m., bui, 
Fir. 179. S. Sirfaau Rutumlo. WnirmiDost arcade of whcTcaj thc Jattcr has uiiflulcd graiiile shafts and 
unsrrratrd acanthus capitais, thc four wesirm 
coJumns are an antique sct with flutccj sliafls of 
white inurble and richly tlrcoralrd matehing cap¬ 
itais and htases. The marble puJvins above thc capilats are 
dccoriited inside and uul >vilh rmtMMsrd crosses. Like inost 
of the openings in ilic ouier colonnadc, thc Ivvo Jaterai arch- 
iva)'s on eacli side of thc ccntral one ia lite wcsl sector are 
scaled with Romanesque masonr>' and in this way thc revei- 
meutufthe intrados has been preservrd; it is stucco, like that 
of the soHth sector, decorated at thc edgc of thc arrhivoJl 
with a moJded coiona (fig. 180). Above, iraces of tlic stnt>otJi 
stucco waJJ revetment continue iip almost to the caves of the 
prcsenl aisic roof (fig. 179). Sincc this part of thc wall face 
vvas revetted with stucco, no mortice holes for inarhic are to 
bc cxpccied, and none exist above thc Icvel of tlie impost, 
Below that icvel, on thc other lund, thc extemal facc of the 
both sides of the Cardinal sector displays symmctrically arranged piiig holes 


Fiit. iBu. S. Stdanu Rotondo, Wm 
chaptl, arrher with sturro moldingi 


T-pier brickwoik 
(figs. tyy.gj). 

While the four lateral aichways of thc west ses tor are blockcd w itli Romanesque walis following 
the cur\x of the colonnadc, thc ccntral ojicJiing is closcd by a small brick apse whicli is probabiy 
also of Romanesque date (pl. XII; %. 161, 179). 


fitl above that Icvel at a poinf whieh Icaves no 
doubt that thr T-pier at that heighi continued 
as a Wall, carritd at il* brginning by the segmrn- 
tal aixh 'figs. ly^g, r; 178, tygj. 

In fhc garrlcn, about 4 m. wiuihwcsi of the 
ccntral coiumn of this sector, the cxcradtM of a 
subtcrraneaii vauh is found a fcw ccntimelers 
bciow ground le\'cl, that is, some 10 cm. below 
thr floor icvel of the church. Il has not been ex- 
cavated and is fiill of rarih which has entered 
through a fissure in the summit of thr vault; 
but il appears to be the remains of an under- 
ground cisecm. 


rrsrANn «msiNno 



/) Tlll'. NORTHWIUtT irc.Toa 

The nexi srgmrni, thc iiorthvirnt setior, (.cirreqionds with ihr two olhrr duRoiial %c<li>rs alrrady 

dneribrdi il has slKirl-shaftrd looic rolunins rirsalrd 011 Imvrritnr tiasr hinsks, and anailing whith 

spriiiip al a levrl rsNuidrrably below thc arshrs tif thr wx*l srsior and sligliily briuw ihnte «if ihc 
norib sector 'fig. l«i). As an illustralimi of thr iiu tuMistetii nature of lUe wtirktnanthlp ihrosiKlwtui 
Uic church we may note ihai iwo sif iltr ar- 
cliivolls in ibit sector arc buill with bipedal 
voussoini whereas all other archivstlu ol>ser\'ed 
are of scsqiiiprdals. Pliig holes thow that thc 
T-pirrs wrre rcvcilcd on thc outsidr with mar¬ 
ble from llic Iloor to ihe im|MMl of thc ait hci, 
but ihcre is no irace of niarblr on tlie span- 
drejs of thr arradr. The lubular cnnime band 
and ihr mw of sorkcis in the brickwork above 
are, in all resprsit, rsartly as dracribird in tlic 
oihcr diagonal scciors. The iniercolumniaiiom 
arc blockcd with later walls, prestimably Rc*- 
manesqur. At a rotnparaiivrly rnmi period 
the shafts secm Iu have berii rrasljusicd by rut- 
liiig out thc rnntiguoiu Romancaqur cnaMmry 
(working cxicmally so thai thr intmtal wall 
facc was not touchcdj and revolving thc drunu, 
probabiy in order to conccal rertain iinprrfcr- 
tioiu by liiriiing tlicin niiiward (fig. 181). In 
the process thc basc blrn tui of the lwt> wcairm- 
tnoai columns wcrr rrmoved, and iltrsr uniit 
now sund abnormally low. The damagrd hiling walls wrre rebuiil in nitdde niatoiiry which 
might «lalc from thr lime of Niiholas V. Rrsmiiy iwo of ilirte repatr palilirs ha\c lieen rr- 
moved and thr displaird tolumns ome more nimscsl; a lliirtenitli icniury iitsdipiion whuh 
appears on oiic of thc shafis musi originally have Iscrn lumesl iiiward thr inicrior 

g) The mortii seotcir 

Kxirmally thr norlli sector is parily hiddm by a wing of thc lonvriii, aliliongh Iu mnldlr art h 
and thr iwo to thr west arc visiblr from ilic ganlcn (fig. i 8 a), and al! fivc arthet laii Itr icen inict- 
naily (Tig. iftR;. Only thr wesiem T-picr u visiblr rsicmally; il shows thr usiial tpringing ol a «eg- 
mcnlal arch wiih a neat facc brkiM and a lirokrn pmjet ting end abovr. it has msnikc lailcs b*r mar¬ 
ble rcvcimcnt on iu nonlirasi fate, but tlurc arr none in ilic qsaiidrcls «tf tlic artasle. The four cob 
umiis arr of grcy marhir and rt|ual in hrtghi ihoar of thr mulh srclor. Thrir Ionie « apitab arr a 
littic more rlaboralcly decorated ihaii tliuK of thc diagonal secton but irem likrty lo come Irum ilir 
samc wnrkshop; thry suppori marble imposl bttxks wiilarut crussMs dig. 174111. Tlie hvc archi- 
volis arc all of cqual hrighi, diilcring in this respeet from the mulb sector. No corona moldtng 
lurvivcs, but the spaiidrrU and tlic wall above are (xsatrd witli large arcaiof plasirr wlikh may be 
ancirtit; at any rate it docs not exiend acroM the Romanetiquc lilling waib and ihrrdore «rems 
likcly to bc carlier than ihem ;fig. i 8 a). 
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A) The nortiihait sector 

rinally, thc noilheast diagoiml 
sector roiTipriscs thc usual live 
gniiiilr « oliiiniis and six artdies, bul 
in this instancc tlic shnfls are long 
cnou^h to dispense wieii base blocks 
(figs. 16«, 17B). Two iTiluntnsare 
hidden inside thc marble work of 
ihe hviii doorw-ap which were 
erccletl 1>> .Nirhnias Vin 1453 ai ihe 
South end of hU vi-alibulc Thice 
ol' thc arches retniri tiie original 
marblc rrvecment of thc intradoi, 
hcld in position by thc later filling 
of the arcliways; and, sincc thc 
niiirblr platcs protrude 4 or 5 cm. 
inirrnally beyond tlie vcnical wall 
face, they prove that thc vertical 
interioi' spandrcli of thc annular 
arcatlc wcre also origitudly rc\Tt- 
ted with marblc plating. 


»■) The blockino WAt.W 

In thc majority of tases thc 
walJs which blork thc intcrrolum- 
niations of the oulcr colonnadc 
arc built in coursed brickwork (Ijgs. 
177, 180, lUt); but nccasionally 
thc brickwork is interspersed with 
blocks of tufa and other matcriul 
arranged in a chcckerboard pat- 
tcrii (figs. 176, t/B, 179). The 
walJs, 0.45 m. thick, are slightiy rurved in piari (o coiilbrtn with thc curvature of thc colonnadc 
and are sct flush with thc outer wall face of thc arcades; thc columns, the piers and thc outlinc of thc 
arches thus appear intcrnaJly as shallow niches, For the illuinliiation of thc annular ai.de srnall 
circular windosvs werr Icft in tlie luncite of earh blockcd arch, framed by small bricks, us was 
customary in Romauesque construccion in Rume (figs. i6fl, 176, 177, 178, 179). A lew ol'ihc lunetlcs 
were subscqumtly reopened to create largcr semicirculai Windows. At the center of thc wcst 
sector, as aiready stated, rhe axiai ititercolumniation is eJosed by an apsidal exedra. This is built of 
plain brickwork in a modulus of5 counes per R. ft., with very large squarc scaffold holes and a 
saw-tooih Lomicr, ali feaiuies which indicate the Komanesque period. Where thc apse meets thc 
filling walJs ol Uie adjacent arcades it is ciear that it is later than the chcckerboard masonry, but 


Fig. 183. S. Stc&nu Rotioido. \'icw tmm c.ist ihowing drom and 
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it iwcii nol bc itiiuh Uter 
(fig. 179). Filling waUi which 
arc not Roniancsque arc foiind 
in the iinitheast scclor, (laiik- 
ing ihc convent cnurtyard, 
and wc prctum*’ iliai these 
foiii- iutcrcolutnnialioii» were 
piobably rcbiiill nr, al any 
rate, refaccd in ibe lime of 
Nicholas V. Anolber excep- 
tion is «'«•n in thc two initUllr 
arches of thc Southwest sector. 
Here thc blocking is siraight 
in plan and built of very small 
irrcgulnr bricks mixed with 
frngrncnisof marblcin acours- 
ing modulus tif 6 courses jjer 
R. fi. with rakcti, uupointcd 
moriar beds. Their date is 
iiitknown bul it is probably 
late, since thc paintings of thc 
interior are not Pom!irancio'B, 
but seein by their style more 
likcly 10 date fron ihe ninc- 
icciith rentury. 


4. The cast chapcl 

Of thc four chapels which 
radiated from thc annular 
aisle on thc cross axes of thc 
circular building, oniy the 
cast chapcl remaini. It was 
reduccd in sizcb y parlilion- 
ing ofl' cbainbers to cilhcr 
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Fig. 183. S. Slrbiw> Rnumd». Valadicr. FJrsatitfli, imcTan Ui», «iiilb v. 
r.f r*« chapri, aiMl Ihosunoj pUii ••f ea»l wall of wirlh ctiapri nud rarlirr (ii 


side, bul thc basic structure is casily disliiiguisbablc from that which has bceu luldcd. I hr ibrce 
Central arches of ibe cast sector of thc outer aiiiiuUr coloiuiadc stili open inio ihc diapcl, whilr the 
OUlcr intcnrolumniations to right and Icfi are blockcd by ihc end walls of thc two cliambets of later 
date Cpl. XII: figs. 159, 1630). The original latcral wall» cd thc chapcl are seen intcriially ui 
these two side charaber» ,figs. 183; 184 a, A; sce also pl. XIII). 

Inslcad of bcing sct at right anglcs to thc annular colonnadc ;i. e., radiaUy with rcs^l u> 
the circular plan of thc cUurch), thc chapcl side walls arc slightiy caiiicd towards the axu, thus 
eirecling a sort of compromisc >1. plan iMttwcen ,n..aUcl «de» and the acutcly cunc.lorm shape 
Qiat would resuit if thc wall» had been »el oui a» tnic radii. The eilect thu dutonion muit 
have been to inake ihc chapcl look &lighily ticeper ihan il rcail> i». Ioda), i ic calurcs 
thc lowcr pan of the south wall rcmaiii cxacUy a. drawn by VaUilier (fig. 183). '»‘'ilc the 
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oniealcd b> pU*lrr. Thrrr werc ori«in«IIy lour crp<iiin|pi al Ki'oim(l lir\cl; 
■hV W.. .. «n«lr m-uinguUr door«a> ...n* to cJk pcr.mr.rr wall ol «h. .Uur.h; 

rhrro UJI« npr«inp ffrauprU logclhrr in thc .nannrr nt a a«.h 

mbwav flankrtl by .^.rroHtrr oprning. wilh flat tiaih^r ti.ucls surmo.mird by .rgmmIaJ iclicv 


thc 




Airlirs; thc ibiw nprning* a 


wiih flat limhfr limeis si 
w walJctl up with Romancs<jiic tiiaioiiry aiul «he tol- 



umns oti ubich tlic aiuh formcrly rested have beet» romoved; bui ihcir ii'»v(Tiinc basc bloclt» 
srill «u«i. The (imber IJntcb, streuglbriird by diallow britk relicsisig ari-bcs, are 4.80 m. 
abosr llom leveJ and thc ovcrall brraddi of thc triple opening is 5.44 m. The right hancl brick- 
Jamb ojj ichich onc of thc timlxr liiilcb roi* is ilic leg of thr T-pier in thc aiiiiiilAr rnlnnnadr, and 
it u obviatu that it corrcspouds to thc T-piers «ceti on thc ouuidc, including ihc scgmrntal arthcii 
wbich sprirg' from tlietn (84 «, i,'. Tlie utigiiiaJ doorvyay in thc Icft part of thc wall U a.40 ni. 
widc and 3.^7 m. hijgh, and is spanned by a timber iicam, 0.10 ni. ihirk and surmounlcd by » senti- 
I ircuJar rciicving arch of sesqiiipedab. In thc upper «lory of ihb vvall \'aladirr notcd three waJIed- 
up rcctangular vvindows, onc over thc doorway and two over thc triple aicli, all of ncarly thc «amr 
beiglit, a.oo m., thoogh different in vvidth, varying from 1.(8 nt. tu (.30 m. As with ihe other 
opeuiugs, thc timber linicb wrie spanned by scgmcnul brii k relieving arche». The masonry of ihe 
original wall rexcmbles (liat alrcady notcd in thc T-piers of thc ovitcr tolonnatle, wtch hnri/ontal 
cuursing in a modulus of abuut 4^^ courses per R. ft. and an mcasional (cjidcncy (o use tujtth in 
place of bricks. In poiiiting thc horisoiital mortar beds the bricklaycr hcld hu tnivvrl at an aiigJ*^ 
so that thc mortar fare overliangs slightly, and a fevv millimrlrrs ol Ihe upper surfac* of carh brirk 
is cajiuscd. The iiorllieni side wall of thr rhapel has the samc feaiures. The triple opciiing in ihc 
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|Mtr( uearni thr uiinular oulc and liir ituoniirAy ad|a<ciil 10 the pciimctct wall Itavc brrn panly 
expused io Nith<i|as Vs «aceisiy hy ihc rrniuval uf pUsici rrvrimnii; ilir mawiiiry whUh lihxlu 
iip Ihc littximd itpcniiigt hoa thr chararicristki /afva mtttn* pointing of thr Rtiniaiicvqur prthiil. The 
ihtrc wincliiws in Uie upprr story of thc norlh wall are huidrn intrmally by ihc ilcinraiioivi nt an 
upper chapcl daliiig frunri ihr lime uf NUhutas V whhh lir« uvrr ihe satrurv, but ihmt «aitlinrv lan 
lir sceii iii aii aliir rhamber over ihc vauli nf Nii tuilas Vt vntibuic T>t \lll 1 l.ikr ilir wiiulnwt 
in Valadicr'« ilrawiiiK «f iht suolh waii llig, 1B3J, ihry aic airanged sn that onc (>|irnint( U 1« abme 
thr doorway whilc ihc uiltrr tun are sei t laser luKclhrt and <nrrr*|Miiul appixvximatrlv wilh ihr 
triple arch td' ibe lawrr «1«ry. \Miilr ihr brtrkwnrk «f ihr 11)1)1« siuiy U prrtiirly iHc samr as 



rig lOy. S. Sirtan/. Rolondu. Rstrfvia. tm. 1870. vWw huta caK shuwMK IT*. i«i- »■ UvUmi RnuaMl.» 

prrinielri w*ll of cast rhapel and cri«hl band; «mraiicr puueo «hapH penauser waU with apMdlida 


alrcady notcd in llic soulh wall. at gound Icvel, thc pin wlurh diviOn ilie drawway fntm llsr triple 
opcnilig i* buill of v^iu lufmtum up to a heiglil of 0.94 m. above Htasf Icvcl. 

T’lic east wall of thr t liapel, sinre it is a icgmmt of thc itrrular prrimrtci wall ol thr i buirh, 
is rui veri in phui; U U 0.85 m. thick and «oncentrie with the miier rotuntU sud the aniiuLsi aislc. 
Today the rhapel b illumiiiated by a louiid-hradcd wiudow wilh a liJiernih rentury lionsenna 
lilaied high up al llie r«iler of llir caat wall. whdc similar wintlows lii eillirr tirle give bghl Ui the 
partiiintied rhainlicr un thc right and to llir lonvmi rhapel abuvr thc laitisiy U> thr Irit ')»!• 
figs. 185, t8b). These liOcenih rcnlury o|icnin»s rcplacc ihrec enrliri wuulnws whir h. uigctltcf 
wilh the three rcr taiigular Windows in earh of tlie «rlc walb, rvidenily loiuiiiuicrl llir original ilbi- 
miiiaiioii ol thc tarliai rhapel. The original rrtnrsl witidow in the easi wall was rrussoihapcd, 
whilc tlic iwo flanking wiiulow» wcre riirular Krom the iniuide ilienc winiliiws are eatUy m-ognis- 
ablc although lilled in with llltcenlh (riilury masonry. In llie riuiibirm rmlral wiiidow (fig. 186; 
Ihc overhanging biickwork of thr «de arms is lupportcd on Iwo long raniilcveml limbct bcanis. 
whilc thr loji arin U spanned by anoiber wooden bearo, luog rtunigh Ui exleiid bcyond the toul 
width of the latcral anns. The cir< ular lUnking Windows are fiamed wilh radially-tcl 45 ‘«w 
bricks whilc above rach rtiund framr a Urge oriiamimial bnek rrast is Iri inlo the horisontal«ourv 
ing of the brk kwork. To tlic right <*1 onc of the circular Windows a tniall brick relieving arch, 
abuut 0.50 m. in tliamcier, is tniertcd fos some unknown reasnn in the cxlcmal wall fsce. 
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.At s,ou...J lr,-rJ, dirccfly bcticaih ,hr rro«-sl,a,*rd windr.w, a ,maJJ a,„r ope.» ,r. the ca.t w ,I 1 
orthe «rfJal ehape/ ffis^,86.!. I, i, 3.80 wirfe intcn.aHy a..d 5.,5 high fro.n the pavemen. .0 
.he apex of the vauJi. The va.dr is deeorated uiiJ. a rnosaie rrpresenting Saints P.i.n.is antl Felieia 
nusst^.^^.,„ e.rher side ofa mt. a, .he sprin^i,.^ runs ,hc ...osaic ms. rip.ion of 

Theodore (642.49) The aps.- waJI i, pJas.ered in^.ie an<l o.,c. bu. rhe .emoval ./a panei 
ot tbe cxiemaJ rev ermem has sf.oun tmq.u.srionaWy tha. ,hc structure is an additio.. ,0 tlie ...ason.y 
the main juas.ne.er ,yall; no, h,rnded ,0 rhe tnain waH. only 0.60 m. tlnct a.uf thus tl.inttcr 
tha.. the iatter, the a,»e » bu.ft of ra.her in-egular bricktvork cons.ructe.i in a .noduJu, of4 . oumes 
per R fi.. interspetsed t«th occas,o..af courses ,if (hg. ,87). It is „ot .xrtai.. «hethr, ihis 
the placc oi a.. earJ.er d.u.nyayor tvhethcr tJ.e oriffinaj wall had l„ bc b...ken ,b.ouKl, 
Hben the apse «as bu,It, bu, the Ia,ter alternatis^ seems ...ore p«.bable sincc there we. e other door- 
ways rjiiiir cJofC to thr siic of the apse. 


3. The perimeter wall 

The cast M-iil) of the nulialchapej is part of the circular Dcriinc,er w iHtehM. • 11 

^ riei,, cWh ™d Hhiri, ,dil ™.,. JZ 
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of «eventh rentury aluidiole (rigl.li 


ihc «ntlh w^onhTchfJeJ 

ttdjoininy «outhcast diagottal «t tor (% ,8B • The 'll^h 

of thr cJtapel «f SainU Stephet. and Pa^J buMhe or ^ ^ {«■•Shlet.cd it. the consi, ttedot, 
,11 Ihc lexiurc of the bricktvork The oricinal h ’* ^«Hoguishable by variations 

'ork. he ortgtnal .ouihca., rortter of rhe rast chapd i, ntarkcd by a 
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pcrpendirular arris in tlie masr.nry 188; u. die Irft nf ihe lain-pipe). wliU b Irrmitia.rs a, ibr 
suminii of the peiimelrr wall in tbr diagonal sector, 6.10 m. iihsivt lloor level. A, tlie nnfihr.»t 
1 orner, the side of tlte ca»l i hnpei U delincd exteriially by n similar arris risint, verdcisMy to iht 
caves fro.n a ]U>inl in the pcimcler wall al Ihe wme Irvel (Hk- but the inie basc of the airU 

is obscured by a large hole in the original tnasmiry. The bricWwutk tu the right of thr arris, and «n 
«irched window with a comice almul 3 m. beli.w the sili, are RomancsTpie and ptobaUy refirraent 



the lowcr scory of a former campanile. The remains of anotiirr window of the ■ ainpanilc are tlis- 
cernible intemaliy in a wall which stands at right atigles u> thr window serti here. 

Rc turning to the s^ulli side of the rast rhajirl and following ihe ciixuit of ibe ]>eri,neter wall lo 
tlic Icfl, we note the vurious features in succession. Thr origtnal summii of ittc wall iii thr wuilh* 
caai diagonal sector, coincident with the base of the pcrpendicular arris (lig. iKWj, is inatked 
by a partit ulaily thirk hori/.otilal moriar joini. Above follow aboui icn couises of brii:kwork not 
unlike the originui wall but more undulant and apparently sel in weaker moriar which, in tlisiii* 
tegrating, has caused tlic coursing to bc more acccniuatccl. I bis /.onc terminales in an unrvrn 
line, and above it rises the rightccnih century brickwork of ihc cha|M7l of Saints Strphen and Paul. 

Al a distauce 4.<k> tn. soulh of the side wall of dic east t liapri, tbr perimeter wall is picrerd by a 
clooiysay, 3.06 m. wiclc and 3.30 m. high; it is unqursiionably a fralurr «f itir original biiild- 
ing. The oprning is spanned by a hori/.ontal limbrr lintri o. 1 a m. (hUk and surinounted by a srnii- 
circiilar relieving arch, in the t^-mpanum of which an oniamenUl cross is cxcculed in brickwork 
(figs. 188, ,90}. The doursvay is scalcd with inasoiiry which includes numerous fragmenu of 
wroiighl marble and brickwork tuoled in the falia cortina pointing characicristic of the Romaiicsqtic 
period. Subsequenily, a iiarrower doorway, or window, with a srgmcntal arch was brokeii through 
the Roinanesque masonry and ihcn wallcd up again in tum hg. ,9«). C/Cinlinuing to the soullw 
West, in.sitlc the garden which is boundrd lo the righl by the circular jjcrimclcr wall and to the Icft 
by tlic wallcd-up outcr anniilar colnnnadc, 13 m. from the doorway jusi dcKTibed, the perimeter 
wall contains the remains of a sccond bltarkctl doorway. It is the lamc width as ihc firsl and pre- 
sumably origiiially had the same hcight, though the wall no longcr stands high triough for lite 
lintei to bc preserted. Tlie dislancc ihat intervenes bclwcen ihii dwrway and ihe north-stnilh 
cross axis of the rotunda is the same a.s that which separatrs the first doorway from tlic cast-wcsi 
axis. Hrncc, the two duorways are symmctrically disposed in the southrast tiuadrant <d the circular 
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plan (pl. .VII). Vcvrrihc/css, .nlfhoufjh llir s«on«I rfrKinvay coirrspond» wilh thc lirst «me in >iec 
aiiii Jocauon. thc inasonry u hi« h blin h? it i» quite tfiHcretii, In thc firsc doonvay, thc /aha evttiim 
bJoclring indicates fhat thc opcniiiff rcmainrd in ii»c for maiiy t-rnturic:i hefore bciiig tloscd. Oti 
ilicothcr hmi.J, the Wiic kirigof thc sccond doonvay i* v-ety similar tu thc bri.rkwork of ilte perimeter 
waiJ itscif: hcncc this doorway biNanic disiiscd at an carly period; or possibJy it wn> nc\er uted at 
ali, .and u-as scalcd up whiJc thc chiin h u-as stili in couiac of constnu lion. Tite blocking wsiU is 
fhinniT than thc perimeter wall, so tiiui thc embrosure of llie doorway now fornis a shallow riichc 
on the inner lare. 

The curt-cd perimeter walJ in whirh the ttvo doorway» stand is based on contrete foundationi 
composed of Jatijclumps of unhcwti red tufa mi.xcd willi occasional fragmenu ufmarblc or traver- 
tinc. The surfacc of this fouiufaiion matcrial lies I. ,» than o.so tn. bcncath ilic levet of thc nurwir 
pavement, whkh is visible at the ba.se of the otiter annuJar colonnade on tlic ojipositc side of thc 
garden (fig. ija). .Abotr thc conrrcle a singlc fooiing eoursc of brick projects a fcw centimeters 
in front of thc regular w-all faee; ititcmalJy the ffxitings musl ha% c lain dircctly beiieath the paving 
matcrial. Above rises the brici-faced perimeter uall, o.8o m. thick, with a motlttlus varyitig 
from .} to 5 courses per R. ft. and pointed, .is nofcd Iseforc. with oblique overhanging trowel 
strokcs. Exrejji for the portion of w all which is inrorporated in thc rear wall of thc chapcl of-Sainls 
.Stephen and Paul, thc early masonry of the southeast sector of thc perimeter rises oniy i 5 m 
above tJu- foutidations; the ttpper part of the wall is modent. I„ thc .survi^ng zonc of originat 
masonry there i» no sign that thc wall wat Ibrtncriy plaled witit tnarblc as wcre tlic T-pters and 
spandrcls of the aiuiular arrade opposite. 

At a disunce of 4.52 m. wcst of thc sccond blockcd doorway, thc inner face of thc perimeter 
waJI shows thc scar of a eros, wall, o.fio m. thick, wltich formerly joined it more or Icm at right 
anglcs. The scar siands dircctly opposite thc Icg of thc T-picr in thc outer annular colonnade which 
dclmcs thc casi ,idc of ihc soulh Cardinal sector. It i, elca,- that the,e are the Iwo exttemiries of 
^c cast waU of thc former south radial chapcl. The .shallow- scgmental rclieving arch contained in 
thc T-pier (hgs. 177, 178) and the scating of w-hat must have been a timber litttcl Icave no doitbl 
that th«c fcanircs spanned One of thc iiarrmv opening.s of a triple arch similar to thc oncA which 
stii cAtst thc ca.,t chapcl (% ,83;. Moreover, the ragged break higher up on the T-picr makcs 
.t ciear that ^ «pper wall has broken aw-ay; presumabJy it w.-« picrccd by rcciangular Windows 

‘"7 T [ •* reprcsrnted in prccisely thc samc 

way as the ca« s.dc, by the projccting Icg of U.c T-pier and a sear in (he pcrimclcr wali where ihc 

^the wall, which has be^n rcbmit m ,.s upper part. The distance brtxveen thc two side walJ .srars. 

»0 70 m. mcasured on the chord, is Icss than i, would be if the side walJs had been truly radial 
wl3 c “ ^hurch; apparently as in thc eas. dtapcl, thc south chapcl 

wall. wem catucd toward the axts to give the ilhtsion of grealcr depih. AhJtough it is broken dow-n 
to a low IcvcJ, Uic sector of tite perimeter wall which consiitu.ed thc soulh or rear wall of thc south 

t^tti"r. ‘v 

plues and the «f^er hand. peg hole, stilJ lillrd wilh maible 

hth on ri "-We rcvetmenl at lea.,t „.45 m 

higli on tlns sector of ihr concave waJI face ffig. 17-5«), 

.Ju" T, r"',”'" “'““‘"■f,’";" «risinal bricK.,k U .cc„ for a hcigh, of 
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vive in thc more wutlierly of ilic two oprnings, 
whilc in (he other doorway thc nonlicm jamb is 
losl. The masonry which scals thc south cI(mii-w.-iv 
is tltinncr than thc perimeter wall, creating a shal¬ 
low recess; that of thc other opening is eqiial in 
diickiies» with U«- perimeter waU. Wliile the mod¬ 
ulus of ihe perimeter wall is 4 courses per R. (>., 
thc hlocktng wall of thc soulh opening is finer and 
more irrcgular, rcaching a modulus of 6 counes 
in onc place. The date when these diKirways wcre 
blockcd rcinains unccruin, but tlic style of thc brii k- 
work and mortar suggest Early Chrislian conslruc- 
tiori. Midway belwccn thc doorways thc original 
brick face of thc perimeter wall, wliieh survives in 
gericral at tlic basc, has been drsiroyed for a sliorl 
spare, leaving a ragged hole 0.80 m. widc. Above 
the low' zone of original masonry thc curved wall 
of thc Southwest sector has been rebuilt as a low 
of shallow rcctangular tiichcs, cach niclic aboui 
1.5 m. widc and 0.30 m. dccp. Consirucied in 
hrickwork which scems to bclong to the fificcnih k;. s a. « .> . . 

century 01 later, this clcmenl should prolwbly be wr*t «hapel llHlj and norihv.«i twi,a ,„4 

considered in conjunelion with thc featurct facing dividiiig w«|| pirr 

it in thc wallcd-up outer colonnade, where, it wili 

be rernembered, plastcr rcveimcnt cover, ImjiH the «irigitial arcaditig and tlic Romanesque block- 
ing wallswltilc thc brickwork which iwals thc middic patr of artliM is relalivcly miKleni. 
Takcn logcllicr, these latis Icad us to roiijeelure that, in the Rcnaissaiitr or BariR{ue jicriod, 
a complex sva» formed in this part of ihc church, botinded cxtcmally by thc souihwesi pcriincter 
wall and the itiches and cniered from the annular aislc ihnnigh thc cniiral pair «if arches of 
the Southwest diagonal sector, which wcre ihcn open. The Iwo arches miiy have upcne«J ininu-- 
diatcly into a side chapcl conlaining some family loinb; indeed, there are in thc gardeii where 
the chapcl would have stood traces of an uiiderground vauli such as is oneii [iruvidnl for burials. 
On thc other hand, it is also possiblc that the vault is a rclic of an carltcr, prriiaps original, Icaiurc*, 
The chapcl wltich wc envisage scems to be stili dcpielcd in Falda’s plan of Roine ol l♦i76''. 

As in Ihc south cliapel, thc side walls of thc wcsi chapcl are rrprrsenied at one ctui by thc prf>- 
jccting legs of thc T-piers (fig. 179) and, at thc opposite eiuI, by iraces of llicir iiilerH-tlion wilh 
thc perimeter waJI. Oncc again thc sides of llie chapcl are canicd to iiicrease ihc apparent depih 
of thc chamber. In this instanee thc junciioiis with thc perimeter are rrprrscnted by rcctangular 
brick piers ifig». 178C, #,/; 191). These are 0.61 m, widc and projcct 0.41 m. from the concave wall; 
their faces, workcd to be scen, wcre apparently the jamb* of duors which opened in thc chapcl side 
walls close to thc perimeter, precisely as in thc cast chapcl (fig. 183). The perimeter wall contained 
no openiiigs ext:cpt that, half way betwccn thc two side walls, the concave wall face is intcmiptcd by 
a shallow excision of the brick surfacc abtiut 1 m. widc, 1.80 m. high and 0.20 m. dccp. It 
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i* «-itlculjy a scconrfnr)' nftciation »o »hc ori^nal jfrucliirr, anrf i( miRhl bc cnniidcrcd tii-;^ipblf, 
ivc-rc it uot iocatcd precitc/y on thc ccntcr liiic of tlic chtirrh; as ii is, ii srrnu to inciicate fliat a 
smaJl nichc or apse uas Ibrinrd at romc titiic in lli«- wmi wait oi elir wcst chapt J. On rach side iif 
dtt- ukhc tbc curvfd sscsi wail is fiecfy sprinltlerl ivtth pluff Jitilrs for tlie allarhmcnt of inarblr 
rms-lfrieiili up fo iis full surviviii^ hri^hc ofabout 4.3 in. »75 r, rf, /1. 

The northw-est quartcr nf ihc rhiirch (fig. 191) onie more shows ihr usual leainrc* of a diajfimal 
«'«■lor ihe perimeter wafl is constructed of Uic iisiiai brick* 
Work and cfcvoiit of tnnrblc rcvelmcnt jrliig tiolcs; and two 
.liKirwav^s, 3. II m. and 3.15 m. widc, are sel at equal dis- 
tanres from ihe sides of dir adjaccni radial cliajsels. Bolh 
ihcsc opciiirijiits are walJed uj> with brickwork courseil like the 
perimeter ivali iiseif. except for ihe occasional use of a eourse 
of /u/f/fi in place nf bricks. The fiUiiifi: ualls are ret rssed to 
create shaJJow niches 0.20 m. tleep in the iiiternal wall facc. 
A< the northcily of these two doonvays the perimeter wall 
stili stands (o a sulficiciu height for the orifpnal tiniber linlel 
and scmiciis uhir brick rrlieving arrlt to bc preserved; they are 
exacily the s.tmc as thosc already noted at thc southeast diago. 
nal sector [fig. igo); but they are visible oniy from outside 
Itecause the interior wall facc is partiy masked by a wa»h housc 
belonging to the «-orivent and partiy deslroyed by a scconrlary 
rloorway through which thc garden is now eiitcrcd {pl, XII; 
%■ «57J. A small trench, dug in igfio to expose the inner foot- 
iiigsof Ihe perimeter wall midway bciwecii thc two doorways 
(ftgs. 192«, sbowed that a foimdation wall of ronghly faced 
concrete sunds forwartl 0.34 m. in fmni of the wall face, 
tmmediately belose thc original /loor IcveJ of the churclt. 
This foundation wall rrsts on a bed of Itriith^asi concrete 
at a depth of 1.15 m. bcJow flocir Icvel. Alinost exactiy half- 
way betwccn ihe two doorways of thc northwcst sector, the 
foundation wall is intersected by a channei, 0,42 m. widc, 
which originaJIy rose from the concrete foundation bed to thc 
Icvel of the church floor, wliilr above that Icvcl, the channei 
IS spanned by a stiiall brick rclieving aixh builr into thc struc¬ 
ture of thc perimeter wall (figs. 192«, A). Although the original 
aperture existed onjy bclow floor Icvel. it was Subscquently 
hcightened to llie imrados of thr rcliering aixh and is now 
_ ' above thc surfacc ofthe garden. 

.3’ ^ r rJ “““ j”"" 'i-' ~ii. bu. i, i. l„. 

»-lI a ih« ””“l! ' r” '''1“ fbuulation. of Ihi. 

c> procccd itorth from thc 1-pjcr svere excavated by Valadier ffig 183 lowcr oartl 

(fig. ,83). have now been destroyed; but at a distance of 5.50 m. 
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from Ihe nonh fare of thc T-pier Irg we di«.wrred d.rre brick rou,«, from .hr l.«e nf n 
jatnb ofthe triple ..pening, rising from llse lop of ihe fonnAilion baulk. The .oiteretr 
2r,h" ««'«l -Iroady by Valadier'. 11«. o.he, wall wl.hl VaU- 

her h„ws on h.s plan. rigl.. angle. m the chapel side wall a„d thus ..mrewtric with the ei„leIf 

4.lt7romT;::V:rre'''‘"''‘’*^^^ »—,ve.omhea„facel. 

of the perimeter wall and 
6.20 m. fn>m the exterior 
face of the annular toltm- 
nade. The thickne» of thr 
wall wa* not aM'erutinable; 
but theie is no leason Io 
doubt Valadier's at-curacy 
in fliowiiig it as a lililc Icas 
thick ibaii thc chapri side 
wall (0.62 m.). Tlierur\’ed 
wall is b:iscd on lrt.fi(-h<ait 
concrete foundaiioru, 0.33 
m. bclow the original fltxir 
Icvel, and is integral with 
thc Ibundations of the coii- 
liguoui chapel wall. Rising 
from Illis substrueturc the 
original fabric of thc rurved 
Wall, embedded in the flaiik 
ol (he wash housc, nnw 
stands at Icast 0.70 in. high, 
that is 0.37 m. alxtve thc 
former floor Icvel). It ex- 
tends toward the Southwest 
for a distance of 3.45 ni. '95*- 

from its interseclion with “T* 

, , .. chapel. fwenaUm* Roman wall Ihmer 

thc chapel side ivali; thiS Ccnleri. and (upper ri»h«i leg.rfT-pier 
is a greater distance than 
Valadier shows. VViihin tliU interxal ihe euned wall is buili prinripally of brick with a 
motiulus of 5 counes per R. ft.; an .wcasional courv of la/M is substiluled Ibr brick, as 
was appaienUy thc custom of the buUdcrt Tig. 193,). Hic pniniing U exwuicd in ilie samc 
mamier as noted elscwhcre. with ovrrlunging oblique tiowcl sirokes. It iti ciear thai iherc 
wcre no opeiiings at grouiid Icvel in thc 5.45 m. siretch ofwall which survives. 

.'\parl from the foundalions of thc left side wall which Valadier excavated, thr strucluic ol’ tlie 
north radial chapri U largely conccalcd wiihiii the conveni building. It» right side wall U rejjre- 
sented today by thc wcst wall of thc couityard, and it it ob\ious, by comparison with llie other 
parts of thc symmclrically planncd churcli, that ihi» courtyard, aUmg with an arcaded loggia whkh 
bounds it lo thc northeasi, and the enirancr vestibule of Nicholas V, combinc 10 occupy the greater 
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pAi f nrwJiai was /brmcrly ilie nortficas» diagonal <>f iJii; cinnilar biiitding. Of' thc two orif{- 

inaJ doon»-fl>-s in diis quadran» of thr pcrinirirr waJJ, onc is prcsumably hiddrn inside thc con- 
svni and dir othrr is siill iiscd as thc priiicipnl entntnre to thc churcJi, albcit dis^isetl by 
iu fiftprntJi ccntury fra/ne. 

The foundution waJl of thc ciinxd norfhcasi side of thc roiiriyard i« continuous from die east 
flank of thc former norfii rhapcl to thc waJ/ of Nirholas V'’s vcstibiile. It is conccntric witli thc churrh 
in p/an, o.8o in. tlnVk, 3.10 m. distant from thc jscrimcler walf anti 6.»o m. from thc aniiidar 
colonnadc; ihns ir lic« on thc sainc circlc as thc vs-nli wliich wc ideiiiificd in thc wash liuiisc in thc 
northwcst sector’. Prcsumably thc mdl continues iicncatii thc floor of thc iifirrtith century vesti- 
bulc to terminate agaimi thc iiorth flank oi' thc cast chapcl. An c.xcavation in thc arca of thc Rc- 
naiuance log^a northeast of ihr eourtyard, iindcrtakcn in 1959 by tlie Soprintendenza ai Mniiii- 
metili def laizio, exposed a brick buih conduit, 0.45 m. tvidc and of cqual deplh, a fetv centi- 
merers bcion- floor JeveJ; it fravci^d tlic loggia radiaily tviih respert lo thc circular piaii of thc 
church and on thc center line of thc diagonal sector (fig-. On nnccting tJie perimeter waJl 

thc conduit passes throiigh a narrow opcrjiiig n hteh rcsemblcs thc opming in thc norihtvcst quadrant 
alrcady dcsrribcd 

F. R£CO\.STRl'CnO.V 

In ncarly aJJ respeets thc gcncraJ outiinc of thc original churrh can be reconstnictcd without 
diffitult). 'I'hc phin is a series of thrre roncentric drclcs, and the perimeter wall, 65,80 m. (223 
R. ft.) iu oycrall diameter, enrloscs tliree zones. The oiiler zonc is 10.60 m. (36 R. ft.} wide 
and is diiided symmctrirally into eiglil sectors, fotir Cardinal and four diagonal. Originally eight 
rntranrcs urre plannrd to tlie church, two in each diagonal sector, but scscral of titese oprnings 
were wallcd up at an early stage and some may never ha ve been u.sed at ali. The dooiway-s Icd 
into curved passages, paraUel snth thc perimeter wall and cxrending across the diagonal sectors 
to open, at citlier end, into thc radiaJ chapcls which constitute thc four cardina! sectors of thc outer 
zone. The four chapcls stood much higher than thc roofs of thc diagonal scctora so that, wthui 
itx circular perimeter wall, the church was cruciform. The ciiupcls which lacrd cast and wcst 
werc made to predominate slightly ovrr thosc to thc noith and south. 

The inner wall of each radial chapel oprns in an arcaded colonnadc into the srcond zone of the 
nrru/ar plan, an annular alsie 9.40 m. (32 R. ft.) vsndc. This aislr suiround.s thc Central zone 
and is divided from it by a cirt uJar colonnadc of 22 Ionie coJumns siipportitig a trabeated entabJa- 
turr above which rises thc cylindrical wall of thc cenrral rotunda. The rotunda is 22.5 m {76 
R- fi.) in iiitemaJ diameter and was approxitiiatcly the samc measurement in hcight; bul thc 
onginal ssall survives only to a hcight of 21 m. It svas illuminaled by twenty-two cirrestorey 
Mndou-s which opened above tJtc annular aisic roof. It has been plausibly suggested that thc ledgr 
whteh encirrJes the n.tunda intcmally at the level of the springing of thc wir.tlow arches marks 
thc spnngmg level of a doinr, made «f cane or some oiher lightwright maierial, wluch was 01 ig- 
inally mtended to crown the rotunda and hide the timbers of the roof, but thc projrct nccd 
never has e been cxecutcd ». 'i he radial chapeis — to judgc by thc one preserved - wcre illumi- 
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naled by cro«-sliaprd aiiil circular Windows in thc jir- 
rimeter walli. In ibe upitrr pan of ibe side walls 
they wcre Iit by reclangular Windows tooking oul over 
thc roofs of thc lowcr intermediate sectors of the outer 
/.onc. Rolh thc chapcls and Ihr jinnular aisic wcre 
liinbcr roofed* and the laller rcccivcd lighl only 
through the colonnadcs whirh liordcred it on each side. 

Thus far the rcconslniclion presenu no difficulty. 

Tlie problems arise when we consider the four diag¬ 
onal sectors of thc outer zone whirh lie belwecn the 
curved rntranrc passages and thc annular aisic, ai- 
temating with radial chapeis. l-iarh of theac srs tors 
is divided inio two conccntric rompanmriits by the 
parlition wall lirst iioted by Valadtei and secn again 
in 1960 in thr northeast sector, at a distante «if 3.5B 
m. from the inner face of thc perimeter wall i'pls. XII, 

XIII; figs. 183, 192 e) *. There was an outer narrow 
compari ment, bounded by the peri¬ 
meter wall on thc ouliidc and by thr 
partition wall inside, and a larger in¬ 
ner compartment, 6.20 m. deep and 
adjoiiiing the annular aisle. The outer 
compartment was apparciiily an en- 
irance passage; accesaiblc through the 
two doors in iU perimeter wall, ii com- 
muiiicated with thc rddial chapeis 
thiough thc rrctangular doors plaeed 
closc lo the rnds of thrlr side walU (fig, 

183). The parlition wall on thc fotirih 
side, loward the inner com|>artmrnt of 
the sector, certainly containcd 110 door- 
way wiihiii 5.40 m. of the side wall of 
thc chapeis. But of courae, ihcrc may 

have l>cfn a dtior in the ccniral part, and in any case, the wall may have Itrrn pirticd above 
the preserved level of 0.37 m.* by window-likc ci(irnings, prrfumably t arrieti l»y pirrs. On thc 
oiher hand, thc intcmal compartmenU opened freely through “ Palladian arches ’* into tlie chjs- 
pcls at cilhcr end and aluiig tlicir inner sides ilmiugh si* arcades into ihc aniitiliir aisic. AUo 
pcculiar lo thcjc inner compartmrnts is thc horizunlal band of vase-lightcnrd comrete {lubi fiUili) 
which occurs 7.50 m. above floor level in thc wall adjoiiiing thc annular aulc and on thc Icgs of 
thr T-piers whrrc thc laicral walls of thc radial rliapeis stari. 

Based on tliis cvidcnce, thc outer compartmenU have always been eiivisagcd as narrow court- 
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cospi^ nAiii.ir.ARfM cmhistlanaucm romai: 

f-ardi fmin which thr rhaprls aiitt tlie inner compartnipntt upre acceisibic. The inner romiwrt- 
incuH, on »hc other hatid, werc ««ualued ai rjotccl rouini, arccsaiblr (rom the annului' aisle jinil, 
\ia iJir “ PaJJjtdian arehn ", fruin ihc cliapcb, white ulso cuiniiiuniraiing with the eourt- 
)’anli throu^h a serie.» «jf upenings in ihc parliiion wa/l *. ^'hp band> of luiijUltli werc (<\kcn (o bc 
ibe abutment nf half banei x AulM, sprin^ing iron» tlie partiiion w.iiis and Ihua coverin^ the inner 

compati menta in their entire 
dcpih (Rg. 194), The nacet» 
of niarlile and ttucco revet- 
iiients the former in the 
radial chapebi, liu* laller in 
Ihc inner rompartmenu — 
and their absencc in the outcr 
conipariments (possibly ex- 
posed to wcather) seem to aup- 
port such a rcennsiruction. 
While this rcconatruetion is 
cerlctinly riot to bc exrindcd 
(and pcrhapis likcly; R.K.). 
an ahemative soluiion (S.C./ ' 
also has to bc takrn into ac- 
counc. In this, the outcr dia- 
gonaJ ennipartments are .scen 
as ruofed vcstibulcs whilc 
tbosc adjoining the annuiar aisie and entered through the " PuJIadian archm” are cnvisagcd 
as iipen cYnirl)-ard5 f/ig. 195). In many ways sui h an arrangrmciil xvould be moro logical, 
since the couityardis arc thus fully utilucd for admicting Jighl and air to the inner part of the 
biiilding. iln the other h>'pochesis, the rxicrnal passages would have becn more usefui in llus respeet 
had the)' becn open portinoes, bul wc knou- this was iiot the case). Ttvo considerations lond «orne 
support 10 the couiiyard ihcor>. firsi, the strips of /uit fiuUi arc not ncccssarily the remains of 
vauJdng. In vauliing. such vases are alieays used in horizonlal Jayers rather than vertically as at 
S. Stefano; hence ihesc bands may wcll have formed the core of some kind of cortiitc. In such 
a roJe they HiouJd be comparablc trith the fragments of amphorae which wcre often used in Roman 
archireciurc as a background for efius JteiUt, as, for insuncc, at S. Maria Antiqua The sor.kcis 
in the brickvixtrk, 0.70 m. above the vase band, svouid play a usefui pan in siabiJizing a cornice, 
«ther hoiding mctal rranips to hoctk tJie comice bark to the wall or cise suppurttng woaden brack- 
cu frorti which the upper part of the cormee was siispeudcd. It is cqually significant in Iliis context 
thai Mater installations have becn traccd in some of thcic inner compartmenrs bul uoi in the outer 
one». A cistmi which may or may not be an original fcatuie of the chtirch lies beneath the iiorlh- 
easl compartineni, and a water ronduit which is cerlainiy original passes under the lloor of the 
adjaceiil euirance passage, conneciing the iniemaJ compartineni (or the cistem) with the ground 
outtide the fhufth. In ihc «orihwest sector, an aperture in the perirneter wall proves tJial therc 
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a water conduii formerty «isted. I„ the suu.hwrs. sector the vauUcd chamber whkh „ill 
bcuuiil. Ihc arca of the ttilrm»l . omparimcnl may cMiginalty have been a riiien», t 




i, tbe mnrc 


«•••'P'"'*'*»""»'! «here a ronduit may «nre have pa„cd. In ibr touth- 

ea, sector, on the other baii.l, there .. no sign of a lisirm aiul nn nater rhatmd can l,ave cxUir.l 
at the levcl nitere it u scci. m the other sectori. Hcncr, in dcirrrniiiing the casacie. of lltc fnur 
Lompanrncins m quction, wr have to remember litat at Irast imo and powibly ihrec of ihcnt hatl 
mme kmd of water insUllation beneath the floor. In t.mscquen.e, il mighl bc proptated a» an 
alternate «.Ittnon, to reverse the rectinsiruction hereurfore accepted for the character of the inner 
comptmrnrnts in llic thagonal icctor, and to render ilte outci pasiagcs lu toofed vesiibulea anti the 
iiiitrr t-ompartmcnts as opcit courtyards (fig. 195). thus accotintiiig for the cistrms and cltaniiels 
which would Iw necded In tlisposc of rain water and also, il seeini, maktng more logiral usc of dve 
tllumiiiation and vciitilalion wJiicli intrmal courtyards alTord. On the olhrr haitd, the dctoraiion 
leaves no doubl ihat in conirast to ali the oilirr parts of the itrurturc. tlie outcr compartmenu werc 
Icfl hare and even imiKived, as oite wotiltl expeet of cuurty-ards rather llian rovercd spaees !R K , 

The bare skeleton oftbe structure can ihiis Im visualUe.t, alihotigh the qucslion of Ute innet and 
outcr compariitu nls in the diagnital sectori remains open. It U hartler to ciwiiage the tlecttraliini 
which covered the tmlire interior, aiul yet this decn-atirm wa» cxiremely rich. The pavemenu 
wcre composcd of marlilr siabs in the nave, in the annuiar alile and in lite fnur main chapels; in 
ihc diagonal sccton u coimsled, at Icasl in ihc inner cumparimcnis, of a niosaic with very large 
lesscmc. On the walU, nnceiuh centui^ visitor» ilill saw the cliurch, " /arto ... rarraton 
(alumnis tt cruiMi, runi rateris memau punttibus ma.taofus (ucl ..." and, more prccisely, " ...(an 
musaka et con tamhHt rt fandi di furfide tl serpentina rt tem fagiiami di nurkere et gtappoii d’me el taisie et 
altu geniiUv ” >. A drawiiig of Cronata’i shows the wall of Hic . enier drum from tlie enlahlalure 
to the clerestorcy artit ttlaicd by a series of pibisicrs*. Posiibly this was a marblc and stucco rcvcl- 
ment as it survives in traces in large paru of the building; or il was a revelmcnl in apys utlilt 1 fig. 
195), Indccd, whilc the annuiar aislc no Umger iliows any ligns of having becn decoralcd, il musi 
have originally carried a marble levctmcnt above ihc arcade, for lltc marblc plaques which cover tlie 
initados of the arches opening into the radinl cliapcis projeci a c ciilimcicr or 10 toward ihc annuiar 
aislc and must have carried vcrtical plaques ofa rcveimeni. Finally, elements of 4 rich dccoruiion 
abound both iti the radial chapeis and in the inner compartmenti of the diagonal wcioni which 
lie belwecn ihc chapeLs. The pltig holes of a marblc rcvcimcnt can be traccd in ihrcc inaiii clup> 
cis, and thus prcsumably c.xisied tn ali four. li goes up to the Irvel of the arcade», to bc followcd 
highcr up by elegant stucco moldings along ibe rim of the arches and by a plaster coaliiig, pnwi- 
bly painted, in the spandtel zonc and up to the roof. Convencly, in tlie inner compartmenti tjf 
the diagonal sectore the marblc revetment reaclirs into the spandrei zonc ol the artadot and iiop* 
oniy at the mystcrious band of tubi fiitili. On the oilicr hand, no iraers of revetment or stucco 
have becn found on the perimeter wall in the diagonal sectori, correipontling to their outcr com- 
partincnts. Corrcspondingly the pavenicnt of Ihc radial chapeis U composcd of marblc plaques; 
ihal of tlic inner compartmcnts of the diagonal sccuire consisti ofa mwaic with huge tesserae, whilc 
no tracc of a pavemeni has becn found in the outer compartmenti of the diagonal icctoni. Thus, 
in contrast to ihc splendor of ihr interior, the outer coinpartmcnu of the diagonal sccton 
e.ntrancc passages, whether roofcd or open to ihc sky — wcre apparcnily uiiadonied and unpavcd. 
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ITiis merall impitssion of a «plendid tinxiration of tlu- builduifi in ali ili oucniial paru mint 
tip fcpjjl in mind. ihc morp «o lincc thr «uprrficiaJ behcilder ii ape Co Ihink of ilic iiructuir primarily 
in icimj of » comp/cx ma/c of barr «ail». On thp contrary, 10 (Jic pauoii» and architecti of the 
Jatr fifeh and rariy slxih ceniuries, ihe iiitrrluciing of an intricate iyjterii of spalial voluinca, both 
roofcd and imdci ihc open «ky, «nih an eciually intricate and rottrrfiil dpcoration wa* al ihc baiii 
of the ovcr-aJI Jaytiul. 

The «IciaiJi ol’ the dcaijpi of ihr marWc recetmeni in the di/ferent pai ts of ihc itructure remain 
..nin nuti, a* do ihose of ihr painting of the slucco surfaCCT, nor i« anything knouu aj far regartjiiig 
the original positiem of an altar. \o iraec uhatet-rr liai been found of a itonc aJtar or a confciiio 
in the cenfer of eJic building, and the plaring al tliii point of an nitar by Oregory XIII prove» 
nnlhing for the poaiiion of the altar in tJic original cfiiirch. Iinlecd, thr altar niay fiave slood 
originaJJy in the raii chapel, where it itandi now and where in the icicnlh century ihc rcJici of 
Sainu Primiu and Felirianim wcre deposited in a imalf confessio At this point the question had 
besf br Icft open. 


G. C HRONO hOG^' 

The dalingofthe comtniction and Ihe decoralion of .S. Stcraiio KoloittIo couid not be tiimpler. 
It ss'iu buill by SimpJiciui I benseen 468 and 463, os (tated in the LiSfr Ponlificalit and it was 
crccted in one building catnpaign, ai the abarnee of any brraki tcitihci. Tite oniy qM-nlimeiilo is 
the blocking of moii of the outside doon in the perimeter wilJ of the outcr comparementi in ali thr 
diagonaJ seciors, wiih the exccplioii ofihc norihra.il sector; to judge by the style of the masonry, 
this occurred during constmetion or shortiy al\cr its complction. Sincc the riceoralioii tvas exceut- 
cd onIy bciween 523 and 530 the blocidng of the doorways and the rcsulcing traniformaiioii of 
thr eriirancc passages imo closcd annular arcas miglii well date from thesc samc ycaw. 

On the other hand. the onginal function of S. Stefano rontains a mool quesdon. It was obviously 
not buiJt as a reguJar church to be sened by a resident elcrgy and Uied by a permanent congre- 
galion. Tlmnighout Early Christion times it is listed neitlicr aniortg the tituli nor among Ihc dia- 
«udar of Roiiie; it was not represenfed by a member of the cleigy at either ihc synod of 499 or ihat of 
595: and it is rnentioned as a cardinali tirie first in 11 i8-n 19 *. Presumably thcii, in Early Chrislian 
limes its tltargc was gis-en to the clergy attached to some titulus or possibly to the cathedra! at the 
nearby Eaiertin; iliii wai the procediire cusloniaiy in the of the case martjna-oMmeteria lubhglata erecl- 
ed near a raartyrs grave or of caiacutnb churches shritering such a grave Indccd, iis centra! plan 
suggests that S. Stefano was designed as a martyrium * and ihc martyr veiieralcd would obviously 
have been Saint Sicplien, the protom.irtyr. After a grave at Kfar Gamal near Jcrusaletn had been 
idenrifird in 415 as that of Saint Stephen, his culi spread rapidly, first to North Africa, then to the 
other countries of the I..ariii West’. In Africa, memoriae of Itis wcre niimcrous as early as 426, 
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Vrt4'AI»n ROTONOO 

when .St. Augiutiuo compo,ed BtK.k XXII of ll.e City of <;„d •; , „one, .«pposexlly ,wcd in ihe ' 

sunung of Ihe murIyT, w*. veneraled even prior to 415 in . memori, oul.ide Ancon.*; other lel- 

ics. presumably ..f hU body, wrre early K.ltered over Nonii Afric.*, bi.l rare ehrwhcie prior to 

the sixih cenniry *. In Rome, his fe.st luid ciiteml the calend.r Xrr 4V. *; .nd hU luU is nitrsied 

by thrToundalion betwecii 4.^. «nd 461 «fS. Stef.no in VU Utin. by Iax, I *, «ntl of S. Strhino 

near S. Lorcn.o f. I. m,’, as wcll u of S. StH.no Ronuido by P»i»e Simplicius. Hnwever no 1 

relic l«u ever bren documciited in connec lion wiih S. Stefano Rotando, ihough emr wouUI exprcl t 

it as the focal priinl of vmcralion in a martyrium. Henrr, unleu snch a rcllc wai oiice prnrnl V 

bul disappeared at an early time, S. Stefano Roiondo would scem to have been designed ai a fc 

church ere. led to commemorate the Saint without Uie prrxcncc of a langiUlr remiiuler. Cliven i 

the rarity of rclii. of Saint Stephen outside Africa and Sjiain • and given also the ir.diliunal aver- f 

sion of Rome agaiiisl relies lakcn firorii ilu- body*, such n menaoria without a relic woiild be nainnil t 

in the Rome of Simplicius I. Concomitantly, the im|yirlance of the prolomariyr in liflh century B 

ihought, promotcd by the wriltngs of Augustine, and ihe spread of Itis culi in Rome at jusi ibnt 'W 

lime, would cxplain the building of a splendid memoria on ilic very tilr where S. Stefano Rotomio fh 

stantis. In closc proximily to the papal palace ai the l.aieran, it rose in the Early Christi in prpal |k 

quarler, Ihc fifth century borgo as it werc, which during the tecond lliird «d tlic century had lieni W 

studdcd with sanctuarirs ilcdiculed Io Irailing relies and lainli: S. Maria Mngglorc; the chaiicis V 

of the Uaptisi anii of Snint John llic Evangelist al the laitrran baptUtery; the oralory of ihr Hnly t 

Chnas nearby. Kinally, iu closcncss 10 ihe Lalcr.n railtedral suggrsis that ihe clergy nf tlic Uleran W 

may w’cll have icrvicetl S. Stefano Rotondo. L 

Shortiy before the middlc of Ihe seventh century, Popr ThccKlorr deijosiled ihe rcUcs of Saluta K 

Primus and Fclicianus in a small confessio under ilic altar in ihc rasi cluipri. Here the irlUi wcre R,' 

found ta M/u and idemihed hy a scveiuh century tabirt in 1736». This altar appears in luve been ^ 

the oniy altar in Ihc church. Tlieodore also attached lo ihe casi wall ol ihe clupei ihe smiill ap«c 
which is siill exiaiit, Its mosaic showa, above the dedicatory inMripiiun, ihc twti saiuU llanking a 
huge frux xtmmola surmounicd by a rlifiau bcaring an elfigy of Christ, poaiihly lellecliiig ilw cmsi 
in Ihe courlyard of the Anasiasii at jrrusalem, whence ihe piri>c'« faihcr, Hisluip riiciKlorc, had 

been exiled by the Arah conquest ■■. Anoiher altar, dedteatrd lo ihe Uaplisi, was rrecird, ” 

presumably in ihc samc century, in one of Ihc oiher chapcis. 

Oniy one minor repaii seenu lo have adccird the building during the fullowing htur rciiluiies; 

Ihc raising of iis Central drum by ahoiii 1.50 in. The nuuimry and ihc scallolding lioles in iliis 
addilion, both charactcrislic of Roman building proclice under ihc Carolingiaii pupri, caii plau> 
sibly be linked lo ihc repairs undci iaken by H.drian I 

By the twclflh century the ouler poriions of tlic structure, ihr radiai t hapeli as wcll a« ihc ouu.t l 


• Aiimwiiiw, Dt (jiiMB ttn, XXII. H Miu», f. /.. 41. «4, 7W t' 

• Avowiix., „j, . 'M»»,, f. L. 3*. «g. ,445.,; w, .1.. Is. oSb *, « «1. "«-U. „133. 

||. 314, «nd Kskiiiov, «r. nl., p. 14J. 

■ OusjMvs. 4^ ni„ pp. «Hg. 401 aut nui» t. 

• ll«i*„A«, 48. «I.. lUu Rlks «1 UmLauiuipk bci.wo «gi .nd 5,« (p. .35; m st» J«in. U iWgrn/dt. 4 , rt«pM 

^».11., A”i6, III, tn dilins «t Iu lanaiUni, Puis, 1333, p. «gn f.n si Cspft uudn ClnipirY Uir Gr»i <p. 311/i .1 Hsimus Ia 55» 

(p. 3»6,; snd al Bourgci al tlie lunr oTUreiory nTToun tp 3441. 

• Ka.»s.«, .p. nC, p ,47. 

' See beliiw. pp. .41 If. 

’ Sen sbinv. \<il, 11, pp. 9, 13«. 

' See Diuii, UKn^twnii. I, pauin. 

• UeisoAYs, 48. n». p. 30 ff. 

'* St* atMivr, digi. 642.649 and I73f>- 

•' MAia. tp. at., p. *37 IT., and Iwn, tf. lii.. igCn, p. 70 H. 

“ Se* above, dlg. 77*-79i, 














«■jn TOUPi» A«i'M nimMrrMNAlli.ii homae 

and inner conipa.tmenw in ihe diaeonaf .cctor», wcre appurtn.Iy i» ri.in», atiii thr ccnirr drun> 
.hrrarrnrW to coJJapic. Heue repaJr. rvere made. «auJting i„ a radic .,1 naiuformation „f the 
airueturc; a/i tiir tn.rlying parti wcre .ahandoned. exccpl fr>r tiie ra,t chape» and a portion oC the 
adjoinittg no. .J.ea»i «a tnr. the Jatter ien-ing as an cniianee passa^e; neariy the ciitire oulcr arrade 
ofthe amiuJar aislr wos Woekcd, ieavinjf but small ocuJi in the [unetecs ni' ihe bl.K-king » 

smjilt Kai apte prtijeriiny from the dariened annu/ar aisle wat added, .is wai an eniranre pori h 
precediiMt tJ«- east luiiroC the nonheast icctor; iiito die renicr nnim tvat inscrltxl a hu^r cro* wall 
uifh suppnriins piers and coluiniis designed Ut earr>- the slinricr bearm of the new roof • finaily 
the hri^h. or the center rni.in w.-u di«htJy inrreased - the addition it easily identifird by L 
Rnmanciquc brichttorl. The entirc oprrafion wa* appareniiy iindcilahen by Innoirnt Jl». 

The rcpairi rffected by .Vic/iidat V wcre prrhaps /c« ladic al than is oftrn asaumed. They ivcie 
hmited to vauJtinff fJie enirancc pasxage in the nnilheast set tor, thus turning it inl.i a vciubule 
and prot idms its doors at eithrr end «ilh fnrcefid niarble fnitnci; placitig in the nortJi walj of the 
casi ihapel anolhrr d.ntr from ilie festibuJe; «-ntodcling the convent buiJdinRi inserted in iJie 
nonb ebajieJ; re-roofin» and enverin^f tvith cottered reilings .I,e cenier room and the anntdar nislc- 
msrrttnff tracen. ivork into eight cJercs.orry tvindotyt and wailing up the otl.en; and finaliy niaa' 
tng ihesc cight «..ndrm-s as wcJI a. the oculi in tJic bJ.Kking waJJs of the anntdar ais/e => 

FmaHy, the work of Cregory XIII foeused mainly on rcdecAtrattng the church trs a center for the 
mtssionary acOvily „f the Collegium Germanicum, i„ whicJ, it nas ceded in 1,7.; •- mat .vr .re. ' 
wcre pa.nted on the bJocking ivalli of the annular aLdc an<l on the lateral tyalU of whal remained 

students in their rea.lincsa .0 dic 

for be F.u.h hk.. the mar,>« of the early days. The placing of a chancej enclosing the high altar 
m dte center of the church. and tlx site of tha. altar itsclf. may haye been cho.en in imita.i„rof 
mt^els such as S. CosianEa; but it li possible that an altar aiready occupied the center of S Siefano 
Rotondynor 10 the sntteenth century, either since the time of Nicholas V or of limoceni II 

c^ ne -~da,e the sacrir the 

The Jat«t remotleling of the structure dates from 1736, tvhen the ait .r in ,he e . . i 


' Thr of thr urentia hao «miriimM 

• ^uT*' a * 

otau ..tiou nsuduis iB. .utjuiiinoi of ihr ueriiiv ...j. . 

»«• sh»r. dig. fS7].i]8s, * ™ ^ CmIo Corii. 


Proi' Ciwlo Corii, 


H. HivroRici.Ai. iMysmoN 


VVhcn all U suid and donc. S. Sirfano Koiuiidu irmains in inaii) irspccts sphinH-tlke lu ever: 
in Ihe reconstruilinn of the uriginal buildiiig; in iu fuiution; and in thr pUte it orcupin in the 
hiitory of F.arly Chriitian anhitecturc. 

The picture wc taii prrirni of the uriginal stniriure ii, no diiuln. more miU.IIy foiiniM «n mtiiiv 
poiiils iliaii pievious ailemptt at i-isualiaing the building; ihrre wai ilic lentri ii.i.m. llir anihula- 
tory. thr four rhapeis and the four dugoiuil ws tum. Yrt fur lliese luner, Ihe plaii and roiiling 
of the inner and outer sertors remain in some douhi. 

Doiibis likcwLfe remain regarding the fuiu lien of the m-iginal buikling. Whlle li clcailv was 
buill as a church, not as a leinpir, a mtu^lum or sume other Roman ttiiiciiire, iu iprcilir himtiim 
is far from obvious. Iu plan suggeau ibat ii was nci dciigncd for iJie ordinary irr\lcca of a perma¬ 
nent congregation, atnl Ihit is confirmed by tlic dorummied laik of a permanem elergy aliarhnl 
to the church. Ralher, ii apiiean. In have Iseen Uid out as a martyriiun .d ilie proiomanyr Stephen 1 
but agaiii, thr .sbsence of a rclic or td a iradilion leavri ilie question uiirnolved. 

I hcw doiibls also make it difficuli 10 assign thr siructurr to iu po.iiinn ninong Karly ('.hrisiluii 
church buildings. Truc enough, iu dreoration in siucco, niarhic reveimenl and inusair, terminat- 
cd in lite early lixth century, and iu clasiical vocabolary fiu in at the very end of wluil has lieeii 
called the Sixtinc Renasissancr of ihe fifih century in Rnmr' But iu pUn and elcvaliuii have no 
place in ihc drvelopinrni of church building in Rume, tir. for that maiier, in ilie laiiin West. 
Struclures n-sembling S. Stefano Rolondo, ceiilrallv planned and ruveird wilh liat irllings, fonical 
roofs or domes, but always in limber consiruriion, are foiind only amung martyria id the Gliris- 
tian Easi from itic fotinh llirough the tixih ceniuric»*. In parlicular, ilie iliarailrriiiic inlerpenc- 
traiion of circular and crow sliapes which marki -S. Stefano Koiiaido ap|>eart priot lo il uniy in the 
Easi, for initanrc in ihc octagoii jirojected and descrilscd by Gregory of Nyssa aml in the cctilral- 
plan church at Wiraruhchir *. Indeed, it teeini lempiiiig 10 fix on a sjiccifir modcl for S. Siefano, 
Ihc Rotunda of tlic Anastasis at Jeruialcm‘. From the limiled archeolugUal evideme known Itom 
pilgrims' reporu and from the sketeh and deerription of Arculfiis, wlto vtiiicd llir Holy l.and in 
670, the Anastasis appean to have been at that time, if iioi before, a circular struc ture, limbrr- 
loorcd or limber-doincd, and envcliiped by an inner and pciha|M l»y an outer ainbulaloryi wiihin 
this circular plan, n cross shape was marked l>y pairs of piers, intrrrupting thr tolonnadr, .tnd by 
small apses in the main axes. Its measuremmu coint icic sirangety wiih the |iritu:i|ial measuieinrnu 
of S. .Steiano — the diameter of the center room and the widlh of tlic inner arras in Ihe diagonal 
seclors Rcccnt invcsligatiuns, to bc sure, have called intu cpicrsliuii the origiiial layout uf itie 


* KsAlTiiinaa, " Tbe Anb,lr«ura d OiOui III; A lUlh-UtMUry IU»ni—«s * ", Cm*. M llmr t/ tirm. fWi^ ifi «kSu ^muto 
Xt.\, «1 M. Meas, Nct» YoA, ijibi, p tfi If 

* Foi iliit and itir fbltawinii. «ce KiMit«uiMRiL, f^. df.. M**** 

' >’Mr (Sn^oryS otMfVan, lee G$ttwrti VIII, ^ ff, «L G. Bvrfui. Ifits; ftiwt fh«iiiUL«. ■ lAc 

wn •KfilkichiB, NttxtRiii und Nyw fkr ((«Mi. F <>> ff- TIm urucMrt *t WlniMlwhir, pw l ilwli nl bf Miuv- 

OOHW. A/nMJu«..,, Iccipcif. tt)04, p. gfr ff . hu bm 4 *imI im iW bnirth «r Mlb ftM., pt luai tmd uuo ibe witb «niMiTY 'HkiUUMi ««4 
PfcHiwnuN, A44ir« Ih ATmuiv* ... Krrlui. iHpu, p %. Andrio m fmipia. «MMnfy u» iwy (ura»r dciubu 'KiLU/fHUkiw. tpk *it. 1^4, 

p. ?4 iLkin dffiiiiirly ifipr 9 . HMano Rotoiwlv. probftbiv (rooi tbr miiWuib rvo«urr (K K.'. 

my iiudy ori Utr iwtilHem, KftAvniKmeB. •>. <N., 1934. 

* ViRcaLVT «ftd Anti^ 7^rnJiwi, A #f /'AwMn. 11» >rw^ .WtMr, 1, Pmim, 1914» ^ Mf? R i 

. aml KnA^rrifBunji. 4^ §H., 1934, «>p. p. 84 IT. 







itmcrurr «l»ai CVMMfantiiic builr nroimd ihe Anastiwi» tnoniimcnJ • ; and if thcic arr furlh<T tiin- 
Armcd. ihr faU loiunda uitb anjbuIafor>- ^or ariibulaioriw) that was sccn by thc later piigrims caii 
«mh' r«pr«mi a rebuildin; t>f Conitantine'» original structure. At litis poiiil, liowevcr, tlieiv is 
no reascin (o doiibt ibat luch a rrbuiltliiiK look place, and ihal ■( indeed occurred prior to the latrer 
par» af the fifth cenfurs, wben it became the mmlcl for S. Stcfano Roioiidu in Roitie. 


S. STEFANO 


V 1 A LATINA 


■'.K. AVesMciwir», S. CcrMt, IV'. FninAf;. 


A. BIBIJOCRAPIIY' 

Pitorii.i, “ Appendici; ", OiumeU rfi Homit, IVb. i6, i8j8, p. 147. 

fuuivNATi, Urtei etnni mb/nta aU» smj^nnvn/ii iblla hanlica ... [di] Sllrf/tm I*atu fVimii, Rome, 1858 
Pitorti.i, '• Rrla».ionp ... sullo stato attualc dclla basilic.-! di S. Stelimo”, CietuaU Ji Roma, Junr aa, 185B, 
supplcmriil; tcpubluhcd scparatcly [iB^B?] (wc cite Iliis republication as Psont.i, l{dii.;Miw). 
l''i>ttiT<KAri, ibluci&ar £»r/a/r Jfgli utri... lunga Ia 1'ia fMtiaa, Romr, 185«)’ (citrd hetenher os Fortunah, 
Rtlaiititt). 

Monti, " La basilica di S. Strfanu sulla Via Latina ", .Ilium 25 (i8.<)8), p. tf. 

Monti, " II fonte hatceuin.Tlc ... dclla basilica di .S. Stcfano sulln Via Latina ", ihid., p. iGj IT. 

NaSBtrr, “ Oii the Cburcbes of Roinc...”, .Irc/nuolajia 40 (1866), p. 157 IT., rsp, 167. 

To>t.\sjirTi, La Vampagna Kamana, IV, Romr, igrb, p. 68 IT. 

.\kuki.i.ini-Cko(:iikli.i, Chitie, iij4‘J, p. iioa IT. 

.Apollonj Ghetti, Summar>' oT paper tead Det. l», lt|66, Rndic. Pmt. .irtad. 31J (ii)6b,'67), p, xix. 


B. ANCIRNT ll.l.USTRAT lONS 

1858 Anonysioiis, Plans and vicws uf niins, litliuifiaplu; Puumu, ibloriva» (our fig, 11)7). 

185B CorTAUAVi, Vicws of rnins and baptismal font, waudciits; Mo.nti, u/t. cil.. pp. 133, 163, 

1859 Pakiioni, Plan nf biiilding r.umpicx, incUiding chuich, engraving; Piiuiunati, Rtlaiiaiu (nur 

fig. i<)8). 


afler 325 F.piiapli of " arx anicio fAuriKO i-rcm:»!. afbicaf. riscos, praef. urb"; lound in i857>i85tt in 
ruins of churth (Fortcnatt, Rfhzvmt, p. 13; Idem, Rrcci «iwi, p. 13). 

3<I Epitaph of nnkjtown woman [maccc]uNi tr pruiuni... [cons] ‘‘ (Fortunati, Rtiviuitai, p. fi; 

Idem, Rtlaiione, p. 14; and Dr. Rossi, Itucnplieiui, 1 , p. 514, no. iii3); »ce alio brlow, dig. 
518-537. 

♦40 461 Demetrias, a lady of the .Anicii family, tbunds thc church tlirough a Irgacy, at llic time of Leo I; 

" Huiiit Itn^inhti fttil Demtlria anrilta Dti bajUkam santlo Shphana via /aituia milurie iit ia prae¬ 
dia syo " [L.P., I, p. 238). 

Consiruction is supervised by thc presbyter Tigrinus upon urden of Pope Leo: 

CUM MYNDVM l.i(niiu)EKS DEM(clria)i .\ii(nia virgo) 

<:i.A(ud)ERET E(Xl)RERMVM NON MORUIUr.T dirlll 
liae)u Tiui p.Ap(a) uto vnrottVM extrema (suorum 
IradiyDlT (ut saerjAE svroerbt Av(la domus'1 
M(a}ND(a)Ti cx>MPLE(ta) riUES SEU Gl.ORiia maior 
in)TERivs vorvM solvere QVam PROP^alam) 
iN(did)EKAr (c)viAtEN (nEP(han)vs t^vi primvs in orbe 
(r)APrVS MORTic tr)VCI RECN(at) i(n) ARCE(poli 
pijARSvi.u HA(nc iuss]v TtURiNVS p(resbytcr aulam] 

F.X{c)OUT INSONTIS MENIE L.S»0(te Ik»)NI. 


■ N« blblioRiapht csiia pnor to the «cssaUon of thc cbuish. Dtwtiptioni <11 illuMnitioio ure abo UthinE i»~t 10 ibst dat» 

* N<i «rcond )>iirl hv ever puUohnl. 

* 'Hir Allaum of ilhutmtiuns by IL Uarrucci protnunl oit ifvr ittlc pi 
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C.OKPVS HASIIJC.\Rl'll 


OHRISTIANABIIU ROMAF. 


T/ic iiucriplion, in pscuJt>-Ds<miwi.ui cliarafCcra, i» now in thc ^fu»:u dclle Tcmif. It wa« 
found in fiagmcnt» among ilic niiiu of ihc rhiirrh in iH57.i«5« and rcconiUucIcd by Gar- 
iMfri 'FojtnWATt, Jblmiotu, opp. p- aS; PRorii.i, " Rrlazione ", p. 7; «c aliu DiEHL, /mfnfi- 
/inttr, I, p. 343, no. 1765)- 

531_532 Fpiuph of Mauriaiim who wa« buricd " ... (invicti StrphajNi... m avi a ... fI-impadi ct) iioans- 

■ras V\TC riwfiVUS ", found in fragincnfs among ruiju of thuidi; Rume. E.U.R.. .\fiisco dcl 
Mrdionx> iTokionah, Rthiumt, p. 13; Dr Rowt, /ntmfilimfi, I, p. 473, no. 1044; Diehl, 
fnuriptimj, I. p. 419 f; no. 2139). 

5«i—578 Epiiaph of " .M... ipresb. tic.) toiMKNjs et pait.i ... iioMKti .vttaiRO lOiTl.wo on reverse of epi- 
laph dated 341 !*«• above, dig. 3.|i; Fortux.mt, he. rit., »11 iit., /nurifitioivt, I, p. aag, nn. 
1139; U» Rossi. I, p. 514. no. iiaj). 

795—815 'Ihr loof» of ihc rhureh, long in bad rrpair, are restored hy Lro IU: " rari moiiv ti sarta Iteta 
iasUitar hali Suphaai primi martjris ctouiiMa eia fjtlina miliaria Urtia, tfaat ptr mulla iam aiuioTum 
earriala Mtuslol/ rrrntil nafrtla rt ruiaii pnxima, nteilrt rtpasaiit " (L.P., II. p. ag). 

844 _ 4{47 .4 IjcJJ ii givrn «o ihe cbureh by iJtr «liephrrd 01 cattJelicrdcr Lupo: " ... fikdi.vni primis vartiri 
EOO i vPD CRinARrvj... e/i;ani-aa expeksk meis pbi:i Tr«f ri.v .seroii r*« «kaimim ict ooan- 
OKtJoo iv.sioRi» PAPE a-Men iiuciipnon fniind in fragmenta atriong the ruiiu; Romr, E.IJ.R., 
Muico dcl MrelMJCso (FoRTtWATi. tlrni emi, p. 11 ; Idem, fttlaiiane, p. J 8 ; Pmopii.i, Rtlaiianf, 
"Appendice”, p. 147 , 1 . 

Leo I\’ pmsidcs (extilcs, ineJuding »ix iv/a, and altar vivitM;ls ‘‘ tn iarilita iaati Slefiiani fumli/uii via 
Ijtiua isaliaria m..." II, p. 116). 


847—855 


R. (rrcPANO 


VIA I.AIINA 


»41 


D. GF.NF.RAL DESCRIPI 10.\ 


Very littic of the original church of 
S. Stefano iti V'ia Latina icmaint abnve 
grouncl level. Although the sources re¬ 
fer (o a church of this dcdicalinii close 
to Ihe ihird mtlcstonc of tlie Via La¬ 
tina, all Inters of it had bceri Icnt until 
1857, when Lorenzo Fortunati came 
acrotis it whilc searchiiig in the area 
for tracci of the ancient thorough- 
fare. Hp tliscoverrd tlie rotindalion 
walls of a large suburban villa clocc 
to the ruad and, buiit inside the vilU, 
the church (fig. 197). In 1H58, the 
Commissioni di Archeologia sacra waa cm- 
powcred by Pope Pius IX to lake over 
the syitcmatic clearing of llic site and 
the reverberations of the controversy 
dcveloping bclwccn the discovercr and 
thr Commissione are feli in the publica- 
lions of hoth Fortunati and Prohii, thr 
sccrctaiy of llie Comminione. 

In preparing the remains of tlie 
church for permanent exliibition, the 
Commissione di Arclitologia Sacra surround- 
cd it wilh high walls; lliosc to the 
nortb and South coiiicidc witli the 
flanks of the basilica whilc the walls to 
cast and wcsl are placcd a littic bcyonri 

the arca of the church. The retnains of the villa liavr Ik-cii alluwcd Iu disappear, whilc lluMC 
of the church wcre thoroughly restored. It was a simple basilica wiih nn apse .tt ilie west end 
and its cntrancc at tbe ca.st. The part of the villa on wiiich the church iluod liad formerly Irecn 
occupied by a sanciuary or tomb of the classical periixi. Wilbiii llie ( hurch. the remaitu of 
this sanctuary werc used as a crypl. 



E. ANALY.SlS 

The disappcarancc of the adjoining slructurct, and the thorough icsturation undcrtakcn in llie 
church in 1857 to 1858, makc it ncccssary to utilize not only the extant remains but the survcys 
made at the time of cxcavaiion as well. Unfortunatcly, these survey*, published the one by For¬ 
tunati, the other by Prohii, dilTcr on a number of poinu. 


















I. The narthex 


COKfl>S BASJUnARrM t:ll»ISTIANAR[M ROMAK 



l-w- >9<*- s. Sicfiifiu in Latina. 


Accnrilin^ to Fortunati’» plan 
(fig. ie)H) the churcli woj it|ipr(iui'hnl 
Ihrotigli a .tpjtciniM courtyard, too m. 
long and 34 m. uHtIe, flankrd on ii> 
wesit vide by a long ponito, vvhovc 
ceiiter jHinion dcvclopcd into a «jinr- 
what derjier narthex in Iront of 
tbc baxilira. A flight of four sieps 
Icd up froin the courtyard to the 
iiartliex. A waJl found tvitiiin tiie 
narthex, paralJcl to iu lorig side», 
waj interpreted by Fortunati as hav- 
ing carried an inner row of coliimn» 
in line with the rcar walj of the Jong 
poriiro. 'r'he colonnadcs and Jteps 
have now disappeared but it sectus 
that Foriun:iti’s reconstruet ion vvas 
based on tlie following evidencc: 
a) Ibur or five coiutnn bases or basc 
btncks standing ainng the axis of a 
long stylobate wall of apus liftatum in- 
dicated tite /oiig colonnadcd portieo; 

6 } an inner wall, also of ofius listalum, 
paraJlcl with the stylobate, indicated 
the rcar wall of the portieo; e) the 
foundations of the latcnii walls, prolongations of the side wall* of the basilica, indicated the 
north and south side walls of the narthex; d) a wall paraJlrl with the portieo. buiit entirely in 
tnarked the entrancc wall of the basilica proper. 

Before Fortunati excavated tlicm, none of ihcse walls protruded above grovitid levrl and proba- 
bly very little survived above the levcl of the church lloor. Dtiring ,he rcsioration some of the walls 
were heightened, u«ng masonry whicli reproduces the ancieiil materiai, and in sludying the church 
it IS important to distitiguish bctweeri what is ancient and what is resloratioii. The side walls of the 
iiarihex are indicated b>- their foundations, which are ceriaiiily anricnl on the north side, although 
the *>u,h side wall m more doubtfully ancient (pl. XIV). The side walls are inserted bctween 
^ paraUcI walls of the poruco ajtd obviously posrdate them. for the narthex colonnades 
Fort^r. Show, „0 bases m the area of the narthex, but ProliJi matis iwo 0« the eastemmost of 
the two parallel walls, in the Ime of the long colonnade (figs. 197 and 198) 

One of ihcm corresponds with a base block which stili cxisis (PI. XIV); the other south 
of iht cliorth «o, luu d«pp„rcd. Alil.oogh tx«min,ii„n of ,ho oxming ..ytobait willl 

z irz r ff.ii™ o,.r, Mr. pi„, w lici doub, 

i"f'»»! “i™- 

xiiir fV“i - 

fc porch hxd . ,™l», ,<«,f xnJ limbo, TIm pier, which Fonu. 


uiircasonably 1 
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n.,ti placed at caiti rml .>f ihr narthex to provitle a sitip for ihr side w aIIv are iini .itirsted hy 
aiiy «urviviiig evidencc ;fig. 19B). 

Fortunati'! inner mw of narthex ciilumiis Mx-rns tr» be inroiTerl. NVhai hf Inok to lie thr viyli>. 
balr of a seiond colonnade U liriirr interpreted a» ihe remaining fiMitiiig rouise «if the lear wall of 
tlie origiiial long |Mirliro, which w.x» removed over the brraflili of the narthex whni the chiirrh 
was buiit. t>nly iwti or Ihree rounes are aruirni and the rrsiorcd «pper couixrb are inidradiiig. 


2. Nave and aislex 


The nave is B.flo m. wide and 39.0 m. in Icngth, and terminale» in an apsr wilh a diameter 
of 8.40 m. Colonnadrs on each side divide ihc nave from the aUlrs, these bcing 5,33 m. wide 
and as long a.v Ihr nave Jig». 199, 300^. I hc iliicknrsa fd the a|Me wall ii 0.63 m., that ol idt other 
walls, o.tio m. 

The wall» of the church are buiit in aptu liaUitum (fig». 30J. 304) excepi Inr ihc ciiH enlrance w.ill, 
which comiils emirriy of lufrlli (fig. 19.),.. At the luirth eiid of ihis rntiance wall the ftj/rMi give pl.icc 
10 a fcw course» of 0^ lutatum which are bonded intcgrally with the north wall of the narlltcx 
(fig. 200). Wc thus deduce that ihe pari whiili i» tu/tlli »ur\-ive» from an earliri period and wa» 
reused by the church builder» a* ftK.ting» for their ea»i wall. The alirrnative posiihilily, iliut tlic 
lu/elli wall is later ihan the tpus lutatum, u Irw likely breause the tu/tlli foundaiion» are lower. More- 
over, whilc wc fmd other prc-cxi»ling »lrucliireb incorporated in llir ihurch that are buiit of tu/tlli, 
all later constniction is ofn/jw lutatum, In iu prneni «late the wol wall «lands 1.30 m. alaive ground 
level but more ihan half of ilii» heiglii ii rntoraiion; originally ihc upper pari of ihr wcsi wall, 















CX>KKL'A BASILICARUM CIIRJSTIANARCM ROMAR 


Jxilonging lo Ihr chiircli, niay 
havc bcrn hiiiit in llu; usual 
optts tinMum. Profili atnl Koi - 
lunati ngrcc (for oncr) ihal 
thc church hatl iJircc diMir- 
wa}'s at thc cast cnd, onc in 
thc nave and onc in cach 
xidc aisic, bul ihe evhlcncc on 
ivhich their opinicii is Itascd 
no longci' existi. On his gen- 
cral plan of thc arca, Fonu- 
naii .iliovvs ilirce nprnings (hg. 
igS). Profi]i*s plan shows thc 
doonvay in thc north aisic bul 
none in thc nave and soulli 
iiislc (fig. i<)7). Frcsumably 
ali tracc of thc laller liad 
disappeared by ihc lime Pio- 
fili came on thc stene, if aiiy 
ever existed. \Vc must pre- 
sumc Ibat Profili found suffi¬ 
cient evidcncc for a north 
doorway, and hence for ali 
ihrer; his dratvings give no 
details (fig, 197). At present 
there is a singie opening in the middie of the wall bm it is in tJie restomi part of thc structure 
and was buili weH below thc Icvcl where the oriurinal thrcshold u-ouid have beeii, mcrcly Io 
provide easy access to the nave area. 

rhe north wall of the north aisic barcly e.xists above floor IcltI, though its locatiun is shown 
by the modem enclosurc wall whicli siands on its foundations. Hcrc and there a course or two of 
the oiiginaJ ofiut lislalun can bc distingnished and thc former Jcvel of thc aisic pavement is probably 
indicated by a projecting briek course at thc top of thc foundations. The doonvay which Profili’s 
plan shows near the ceiiter of thc north wall is stili fiiindy discemiblc (figs. 197, 202). At thc 
northwesf comer of the noi iii alsie singie courses of lu/nlii and briek {vpub ILtatun i :i) alternate 
(hruugh four courses. Fhis masonry forms tlie northwc.st comer of tlie aisic and coutiiiiies in tlie 
end walJ (lig. 203), Tite footing couise also continues through the corner and there is no doubl 
that north ajid wcst walls arc rontemptiraneous. 

The soulh wall is rarher different. Over much of its Irngth thc ground has riseu (o coiiceal the 
original masonry , but seven meiers of ite length arc visible at its wcst end (fig. 204). Here ihe opus 
lijUitum a.ursing is two luftUi to onc briek {opus lutatum 2:1). The south waJl foundations lie lower 
tlian those on the noitJi side of the church, presumably bccausc a drain l uns parallcl with thc wall 
outeide the church. fortunati lecords tliai thc south side of this drain is of opu, rttimlalum and ivc 
presurne that ii aircady existed when thc cJiurch was built. Tht opus lislalum 2:1 continues, pcrfcctly 
wcIJ bonded, through ihr comer bctwcen the souifi wall and tlie wr_st end wall of the aisie (fig. 

but thc foundaUons of tlie lattcr are ar a lughrr Icvel and correspond with those already 
notcd iti thc north aisic. The only differencc is that this west wall has no projecting briek rour.se 
ac Its basc. 



I 


A doorsvay in thc wcst end wall of rarh aisic Icd IVom ilir .lislc 1» dir outside, or i>o«\bly to the 
rooms bcyond the nave and aislcs. In thc north aisic ibe mnsonry on culter itdc of thc door it 
opus liiUilum I ;i and thc sainc mawniry rontinues wiihout intriruption lo fonn thc apir .iiul the end 
pier of the north coloiinadc (fig. 205}. In the south aiilc ilie masonry briwrrii thc donrw.iy and 
thc Southwest comer is oput lislalum a: 1, as we have $«n, bni north of llvc tUHirw.iy it is ofnu InMum 
I :i, and ilic samc nialcrial (imliniirs through thc apse and in thc end pici oftlic soulh tolonniidr. 
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r.ORPVS OASIIK AHUM 



Thr fiioting coiinr of «Fit- w« 

lidc of ihr tJooTOa)' difFrr» froii. - — - 

rtui of thc jouth aide was round bFoctw) up with i))a.uuii\ 
biit »hi« blocting no longrr rxists. 

'JTie iifur UiUtham i;i of thc ais/c and waUs toaiin«r-'i inrm 
intrrrupiciF by thrcc blind rcJiciinjf nirhe* apparrtiify dcnignnt 


ihc oehcr. Profili rrports <hat (hc doonvay ai llie wtyit 
sijniJar to llial of ihc rrsc of tlnr church, 

ntiriucc fFirouffhool «hc apac cxccpl ulirrr il 15 
■' '* ■ ’ ■ I i-on<-CTirratc thc load of iFir ajM* 

waK onto sclcctcd portioii:* of 
«Ftc roundations(fiKSi. 206,207), 
l.iltc most of thc ajisc wall, 
thcnc archcs arc nrw in l)irir 
uppcr paris; in ihc orijpnal 
pai't.4 tlii; biFik voussoirs arc 
iipproximatcly 0.44 ctn. Fun^; 
and sct ratFicr incaccuratcJy, 
ihosc near thc basc iciuiinj' to 
bc inoir vcrticaJ than i'adial, 
The iiavc 1'olonnadc stylo¬ 
bates stili exist althouKh it is 
probablc that mncli of ivhut wc 
now scc dates from thc ninc- 
tccrilh centur)’ rcsiuraiions 
(fi}», aoo/. Thry are trench- 
built of rough, iiiirnced con¬ 
crete (a weo). Al thc vvest end 
of thc norili stylobate, ihconly 
place svherc it cati bc exain- 
med, thc concrete is scen to 
bc contiiiuous with tlie fuun- 
dations of the apse and peri- 
meter svalls, leaving almost no 
doubt that Ilie main lines of 
the basilica wcre laici dotvn 

as a w,gli. unit. Profili siates ihal at thc time of exravation five column cntplaremcnts werc iden- 
nftabJe ,fig. J97), and we assume that ihcy roriespond wiUi thc five basc blocks which now exist. 

er, not neccsisarily thc origiual blocks, sinrc pai ts of the culonnadc werr rc-crectcd in 

.859 and the preert, basc blocks may vvell bc repJaccments (figs. .9^, 200). Today only nvo columns 
retnam stanAng and those which have fallci. di.,play the nfneteen.h centnrv iron dowcls used in 

shaf« alxiu. 3.65 m. /ong, 40 bases and over 30 capitals, hu. he moved ihcm all oul of the cl.urrh 

the spauitg of the ba^ blocks shows that ihere were fl columns on earh side of tlie nave. 

w "■ 1 '"'^ 

piers otctirred ac in ib sp-fng oI thc column bases secms lo indicate that similai 

oT thf naw *“ ongiital Icvd ran bv dcducatl from thc baae blorks 

fcd 0,“ Z. r "'T"* -'I*, “"ich c„i„cidr b. 


%. J07. S. Su-tanv u, Vi» Utin». VW of »p«,, allarimiddlc groujid} 
and WsiJb uf aediVula (farrground) 


s. STSrANO .M VIA l-Ar.NA 

1’Fie Iirra notlhwct of thc apsp i. occupieil by a ncarly sqn.irc . hamber. wluMc cast aml louth 
wa U aiv intrgral wiUi thr nave and whilc it. othr. two wall, arc morr problrmatical and .ms- 
sibly anterior. Near thc cctiler of th» . hamber loriuiiati cxravatctl a small fan-sbaiK-d biuin 
ahout 0.60 m. derp. its vcrlical side* consiru. ird cntircly ^ «. ept for a singlc bricW ...une 

and lincd w^lh watcrpmof cetneni or ofmi jigninum (fig. 197). Ii, localinn indicate* ihal thc cli .m 
ber «-. vesl a» the bapii.tcry- and thc basii, as ll.e hapti.mal fnn,, The placing -if tlxe hapmtery 
adjoui.ng the apse fimis iis parallcl in late fomih aml fifih ccitury cliurches, *uiU a* S. f.risogom, 
in R..mr> and the Paminachius btuilica al Poiin»; and fan-sluiped fotus are found al S. Crisogonn 
as well 05, for iiisiancc, at Mariana on Corsica *. llcmr, ihc rom at S. Sirfuno may hr 
conlemjHirary, with thc conslructioii of thc . hiirch iR.K,)?* Oi. ihc othn' haud the haiin 
may have b.-r.. used as a font a baptUlcry only after ilo- church was built and iis tufM masonrv 
and mmsiial shape may suggesl that it was originally ,K,rl of some omamemal fom.iain, prrliaps 
11. a thermal complex iS.C.). The cxistcnce of h a complex ii suggested by a hypoca.’,*! system 
South oi ihr 10 br discussed bcloiv. 

3. Antecedent features 

riic remains of oidcr buildings which have brei, intor]>orai«d in ihc narthex aml eiitrancc wall 
and iHissibly thc baptismal font arc not thc only fr.nures which appear lo amedate the ilumh. 

A classical column ba.se surs ives, embedded in thc exterior face of the a|»c wall. 1.41 m. s.mili 
of the center line (fig. aoG). Above it a veriical channei shows wherc the . «luimi sliaft formerly 
stood embedded in thc oulside face of the wall. Prolili mUlakenly slumed a . .irrcspomliiyf feature 
on thr north side of the center line, iliiiiking that thc column belonged to some dcs oralic.n of the 
apse (ftg, 197). In fact therr wa* only onc roliimii and it must have belnngcd to a coloiinadc an¬ 
tecedent lo thc cliurth. It is cxaclly in line with a wall, some meters 10 the soutli, which tt ptetiim- 
ably part of the same feature. This wall, built partly of efms relituliitum and partly of ofm li.Maiuin, 
forms onc side of a vaulted underground passage with latcial flues, which wc intcrprcl as part of 
a hypocaust. A icclangiilar cnclosurc which lies on top of thc vault may bc a taiik for liol walcr. 
Apai t from a sliort seciion of opus rtticulalum, thc hypocaust walls arc all built of «/no Ihialum t: 1. 
Since ihey are associatcd with Ihc column in the apse wall, and siiicc thc latter is obviously carlicr 
than thc church, wc assign the whole hypocaust complex u, a period aiuedatiiig thc churclv. Ii 
may or may not have continued in use afier thc buildiiig of iJtc church. 

Traces of a marble pavemciit found at a Icvcl considrrably bclow that established for tlie church 
Icd Profih to mpposc that thc aisie floors werc aboui a meter higlicr than ihc nave; bui Fortunati is 
much more likcly correet in assignitig the lowcr pavement to an carlicr perimi tluii ilic churcli, 
e conjecture that it belongs to thc .sanie complex as the lujilli footings of thc wesl wall. At a poiiit 
near thc iniddlc of the nave ihis older pavement was interrupted by a decp rcctaiigular pii, idrrili- 
fied in Prolili’s plan by thc Icller C (fig. 197). 

To the same pre-existing complex wc assign a small aedicula which stands near thc midtilc of 
the nave, slightly south of thc church axis and eiihcr Icvcl with or slighlly lowcr than ihc pre-existing 
pavement (figs. 197, 198, 199, 307, ao8, 209). It rescmbles thc cast w'all of the nave in being 
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cofulnu tcl onJy of &/////, .-xrcpt for a iriplr brirt curse al ihe bn>e of iu waJI* Arci d- 

wfc ti, ProfUi. it origiwilly had a nurble flooi and wa]l rpvcimrju» of marblc and jiucco. The 
ardaula har the p/an of a rmaJJ dninc or perb.p, a ton.b, com,.ri5inff porch, iniermcdia.p, hamher 
and .^rr crlla .fijj,. ,«7. ,g8). HaJfruund rccc«o in .hr cas.crn endsof .hc side «a», indicate 
tha. .bc p.rch Hvu once ffanked by co/umns. A doorway at .he rea, of the porch. sfigh.ly oif. 
cenuT. Jed into ihc narrow iniermediatr cl.ambcr a,.,t thence to th,- inner refla ,'fig. Tl,e latter 

» ob/ong and had niche, for lantjx, on eaeh side of the door. The opposite waJl is d^^eloprd into 
a cnn«l recess ron.posed .n pJan of ttvo quarter-emjes rtanking an opnning; possibly hoxvever. ,he 

o’Z" Z ^ "hich hut subscquentJy ua, ronvened into tite 

oprniiig (figs. ,97, 207, 209J. 

The onsinal waJls of the aedicnja arc cu. on o.40 ,n. below the Jevcl of.he chnrch floor, and 
c^ 1^ 7 J of-determined date thoogh 

VVni of th*’ ^T’ 1' conslruction of the basifica. 

visibie; it is buih of/«>//, onJv^^^AMe 7' «O'»' 

»»Ux n rr rr 


'• v«it«nc:ei « 




..uirr*!-r 

floor JcvtI. TJus protuberaiice tvas ro" ^ l 7 k ‘•«‘“nfc above the gciieral 

-i «V. onfy 4^.0? :L --parativev narro, cltan- 

Iflg*. r97. .98. .99. «07). The original length can no longer be deler- 




i. VTEPANO IM VIA 




mmcl. I, «dl projec, ., m. r„,m the clu.r.l of ,he .psr, neatly reaching ,hr n.iddle «f ,hr nave 
.nnd ., may lu.ve l.ern longer. When (int excavalrd, ,he .eats ..f ,he cimn. el sitr wrre ..i|| l» 
bu, Ihey have now eniirrly dU.ppeared and oniy . few coo„« ..f s/ao fotehm, (a n,/Wh- , hri. k. 
rema.n .0 bea, wi.ne« Us the eaUtence ,rf .hr ,rk./a. l igure 209 U a skcch ..f .1., n„nh.e., co,. 
ner of (l.e aedicula du.wing its v.i.l, 'b) cleaily invned in.o the original mamnry and oa„ ..f 
the wuih faee of the superi,n|aHK-d no,lh wall of the .lui,.cel liir (c). VVe presume tlust the va„l, 
a,iH the chanccl Wall arc coniemi>oraneous. Ouiside ihr chancel tite iiacti of wing w.dU a,e «lill 
seen, Iwo on eaeh side, joining the laleral chancel wall. lo the „«st eoU.nnadei The Western pa,r 
ol walls closrd tite we.t c,.<l of the nave ju« in Iront ,dthe apse, while the otiwi pa.r conesponZ 
with tite pcMiltnnate coluntiis of ihc nave colonnade. When l»rohli saw ihrm in iH.VI. ihry stili 
borc iraces of ttucco dccoratitm repreaetiting marble transennae. 

The high altar of the churrh, on the chorti ,d the apse. U stili fairiy wcll prorned dig 207) |, 
is a rectangniar structure of hri< kverk whose modulu, is 4V, courses per R. fi. I, s.ands on a mas^ivr 
concrete founclation block whirh partjy ovt^lap» and preames, the temains ,d the two m langular 
cItamiM-rs heloigjing to the antetedeni ton.ple*. A small compa.iment in the lirar, ..f ,he altar 
cxteiids down into the rore of the loundatan, block. and is liued panly with brick and partiy with 
concrete. Profili tinted two openingi in the sides of the comparinteni; we to the wesl and a 
narrowc, onr facing cast. Lnlortunalely the altar is r,.»w loo in.oinpiele for thne /««/diae 10 hc 
*ocn. 

Close to the apse, doorways piert ed ihc side walls of the raisrd < haiucl rite and gave at eess, liy 
ineatis of narrow stairs, tu a crypi whU h was bui a wrsten, exir,iium of ihr anletedcm aedU ula. 
Prolili assens tlial the crypi also communicated with the teliquaiy <o,n)Hinmr„i inside the alur. 


F. RFCON.STRUCriON 

The rlassical buildings wliich stood tm the ground wherc the thurth was tulnn|uenily Iniili are 
loo incomplete lo be fully iiiietiigible, bui what wc know may bc tununarimJ as folUiws. A Urge 
suburbat, villa belonging to the Anicii family stfwd close lo the Via Ijuina and rtulosed wiiliin its 
walls a complex iricluding an area of marble pavrmenl sutroundiiig a reciaiigular pif lig. 197, aiC,.. 
West of Ihc pit, and on its axis, stood the aedicula. Bchind ihis were inuill iquarr buildiiigi, syni- 
mcirirally placcd along iliis axis. AII liicse buildiivgs. and also a wall whiih iMnin.lcd ihr |iaveiiirn( 
on ilie easi side, were conslructed of coursed litfirlU, wliilc the walls of the pit, the ardi, iila and the 
squate buildings were rcveiicd with marblc. .Somrwlul liiiiilar /*/«//, comtru, lioii is aUo fomid 
in ihc onIy pari of the villa whirh is iiill abuve gruund: an rxniral fralure, inrliai» a gaieway, 
some aoo inciers lo the weil (D on Fortunati’s plan). Oiher fragmmtary walls of the villa wliich 
survive in fragmcrils near ihe rhurch are buili of a/w, utiadalum. A si>atious courlyard cast of 
the matbic paved arra was boundcil 0,1 iu wcst side by a long potiico ' B on Fortunaii’i plan, 
fig. 198) whtne stylobate was built in ofmi lislatum. Tlic postico seems lo bc later ihan the arilUula 
complex, silice the baso, of iis coltimns lie 0.90 ni. Iiighrr llun ibe marble pavemcni. Tlic func- 
tion of the pit, tlie aedicula and ihe two rhamben furihcr wcsi remains unciear. No doubi, 
they belong togeiher and onc wouid likc lo interpret the entire complex as a shrinc or more likcly 
a maii.colcum crectrd by otic of the owncrs of ihc villa, prrstimably an ancctlor of Demetrias 
and, more likcly ihan noi, pagan. Bui the qiictiion must rrinain unresolvcd. 

\Micn llic church look ihc place of the aedicula complex, ihc buildeis made use of the ln/tUi- 
buih cast boundary wall as tlic cast wall of ihc nave and aules, and adapied part of the columiadcd 
poriico as a narthex. The marble pavement and the lower portion of the aedicula were buried 
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brnrath thc cht.rrh floor; thv upprr pan of ih.. acdic.ila »as presumably ru. .I.nvo to Hoor lexrl. 
The facH aclmit an ajtcmalivc intcrprrintion. namcly. rhat thi- acdicuJa wa* * krp. inta. l «is.de thc 
chur. J. and s.ood. Hkr Sl. IVter's ardic.la ai che \’alican Basifira, Jialf-buried in thc « hurrli Boor; 
on»y al a latrr j»int «hni the riiaiiccl site wai conilniclcd wouJd thc acslirula have dUappearril. 
HowetTr, ihii h)7MHhcsi5 « based on iJ.e assumption that thr . liancci waj inscr«?d inio iJic orijpnal 
basiJiVa in a sciond . anipaign; but this aviiimpiion i» cntircly «nproven. Il is far more likeJy tiuit 
thc biirial of ihc aedicula, iu vaidfing atid thc roustruction of ilie chanccl are ali contemporancouj 
wiil. thc buihliiiff of the basilica, 'niis is conlirmcd by ll.e fact that the ancimt ...a. bic pavement 
was buriwl l.io m. bcJow- thr church floor ; if thc aeslicula u-as originally itileuded to bc scen in- 
side tJie church HC would expeet thc b.iihicrs to rcii.te the ancieni pavenie.it. 

TJic church was an or«linar>' apsrsl basilica with cight columiis on cach side of thc nave. The 
widr spacing of thc columiu and the abscnce of architrave bhiek.. atnong thc niins, altbough . ol- 
uniiis weiT plentiful. indicare th.-.l tl.e colonnades supporlcd arches. Wc presume that therc wcre 
rlrrcitoiej ^^indo^^'s aln.vc. .A na.il.cA in front of tJ.c cntrancc. here temodejed from the pre- 
existing portim, wras a no.raai fcaturc in Roman chtirch building sincc at least thr late fourih cen- 
lui>, as was a baptisteo . hamber flanking Ihc apse, regardlc« of thc original function and date 
of thc font in llic case of ihis church. 

The plan of bolh thc altar sile and tlic chancei site is nol cxccptional in Roman chuiches from 
Ihc fourili ihrough the carly cighth ccntui irs. The placing of the altar brhind thc chord of thc 
apsr, the nari.iwncss and length of thc chancei prope, and thr u-ing walls whicll extenti lairrally 
to the nave coloniiadcs Imd counicrpaii» in a number of other churches: S, Fictro in V'incoli, 
Church A, daicd ea. 400; S. demente, 533 to 535; ihc sccond chui-ch of S. Marco, ea. 530 to 
650: and even the clianrei of S. Maria Antiqua, daiing from 705 to 707*. In most of lliese, Ilie 
chanccl proper is continucd in tbc dircction of llie nave cntranccs by a stilJ narrowei' fo/im enclosed 
by parapets or ualls. It is possible that sueh a fcaturc existed also ut S. Stefaiio in Via Latina, 
but (his can no longcr be esiablished. 

On thc other hand, Uie placing of a rrypt in continuation of the aedicula is an uiiusual fcaturc 
and wc are not certain ivheiJier ii beJongs 10 thc original plan of thc church or is thc resuit of a 
later rcmodeling. 


G. CHRO.NOI.OGY 

The fratures of the plan of the ehureti are Standard in fifeh rentury Rnmc, from S. Vitale to 
S. Sabina and even S. Agaia dei Goli. Tlie buptistery charnber llankirig thc apse also fiiids iis 
paralleis iu ll.e Pammachius basilica at Porto, darcd ea. 390, and al S. Grisogono in Rome, as 
rcmodclcd, prcsiimably near tbc iniddle or in the stxond half of the fifth century *. LikcvvTsc thc 
consiiuciiuii in c/fiso /isUtium 2:t is ciistomaiy in churches in thc Roman campagna and occasioit- 
ally inside thc city from Uie fourth through thr sixih centuries. Noiliing theii contradicts, and 
every archacological indirarion coincities with, thc date of thc foundation as cstablishcd by thc 
inscription lablet cummemorating tlio Icgacy of Ucmeirias and thc building of thc basilica under 
Leo I, 44t}-.j6i, and by ihc pa.ssagr in Lco’s biograpliy in thr fJier Ponlificaiu The consirnrtion 


• SUnum. "An laily Kaii«n tauncej .S^Angriomi ", MAC sS |i|.. 73 ff. tn. S. IVin. «1 V.nml., tJmnti A, «-r «tnivi, 

V«l. 111 WK i,» IT , f, ,J,. A ConiianiuiiM «■xsmptr. yri unyul>l«l,irl. «utted »t ilir l.ni«...i. 

• 5 « »bi»», Vot I, pji. 156, 159. niid Ai<(M.io«H'inrri, at «luuinl «lio*r, p. 1149. noir 1. 

• »1» nbnt d,9. 440.4111. 






»sa 


of thc chiuicel sile migtil wrll bc ronictn|x>raiy wiili ilie building of ilir t liiiirh. Its plan, as wo 
nolcd, appram in Romr sincc thc fuurth and teinains in use ineo llvt sixih and nci asionally as late 
as the bcginning of thc eighlh cciilury. Taking inio < onsidcralion iis rrlalinn at S. Sirrnno In Vln 
Latina to ilic aedicula briiraih, we incline loward assigning Ihc samr date, ea. 450, to thc chanrrl 
site and thc basilica. 


Howcvcr, thc possibilily tliat thc cliaiicri site wai laiil oul at a later date ncrsl nol be prn liided 
erilirrly. As ineiiliiiiir<l, thc type continues into the sixih and scvrtith centuiiei. liidccd, the 
laying oui of a crypt bcneaili thr chanccl is not knowii 10 far in any fiflh icntury siructusc In 
Rome. The lirst exampie secnis to bc thr rrypt whiih Grcgnry I, 590-604, plarrii under llir chan¬ 
ccl at S. Paolo f. 1, m. This is folluwcd, under Hadrian l, 7711-795, by the " liall crypi " of 
S. Maria in Cosmedin '. Possibly then, the rcuse at S. Sielaiu» nf thc aedicula as a ciypt and its 
extension wcsl (o coincide with thc high altar and iu (tnttUUa, arr duc tu a remuilcling iu thc 
coursc of thc Bcventh or perhapa cighth centuries. 

The last rcfcrcnccs (o thc church of S. Stefano date from ihc tnid-niiuh century when la;o IV 
dniialcd a small textile, and thc " griianui '' Lupo donaled a hell*. His occupailun os a catllc- 
herder suggetts ihat by then thc iirigliborhood bad bes omr pasture. Frcsumably llic building 
was abanduned shorily afierward and (inally atl but forgotten. 


H. HLS10RICAL POSITION 

ir we are riglil iu identifyiiig the complex whicli was buried brtiratb thc (iftli century ehuirb os 
the remains of an earlier sanctuary, S. Stefano may bc a rare cxcepiiiHi to thc iule whercby Larly 
Christian buildings avoidcd ground tainird by paganum. Nrverihclcas, an cxtepiiDii iiiighl 
have been admitted in the case of a church buili by thc devoiion of a |>rivair |)ersuii and wiihiii 
ihc precinct of that pcrson’s own house. Altcmiilivcly, thc original sanctuary miglil liavc been 
Christian. In other respccU the church is a normal spciimm irf* a small lifih century basilica. 


' PuARiMi. '■ Uniilscn di S. Piiolo . Stnit Riwni i p. iHB IT. m 4 «mb «o iW rry|rt, p 41« ff 

■ Sce abim. Vol. II. «jS f., and K^AirriwiHRa. - Ilie Uryi» of ^ Mjum <■ («omMiin tm ^ tMiwiu. 

x™ Yuik, .98j. p, tj, ir. 

• far »lH.vr. <lies a 44 .a„, » 47 ^ 153 . 






s. sus ANNA 


[Jt. Krmuhrimtf, S. CwM») 


A. bibi.hk;r.vph^ 


„ A UtraMiius ... Xtmti, 1519, c. 78', 

Fil* .Vl»*lu»o O* Faejrait, ItMfnrim. 1517. p- iijS. 

F»* SA-tn, l ir >5^’ SQ* 

l ooMWw SttiiM. 15»*. « '»»’ 

PA.-Knou, Tam auMA, 16«». p. 787: >645. P- 34 
JUiMAwa, /h iMamanstiv faiutmii, Romr, «625, p. 9 ff- 
Bc*u, /hmt 1692. p. 4*2; tdy», P- 45.S- 

It»mt SaUtfnmn, II. «651, p. 228. 

Cuarni. F<<«w II. 1699. ^ 140- 

FuacauA. hmdtm, IX, 1877, p. 529 ff- ^ t • . 

Dt *<*t. ~ f n imipic cpiytafr di donsziunr di fondi falta aWa chicsa di S. Siis.nrina dcl pap.i Sergio I 
B-t-C. tr. II, I 118701, p. 89 tf. 

.UiSm. tM mb iUtu^Sn papu, III . Bibliolh«)i«: de» Ecoles Fr.an^.i 

D* ^01^ " Scopena di una cripta itorica iicl cimitero di M.Ksimo ad lanctam Fclicilatcm 
IV. a (1884/5), p. 149 «P- '8° *'• 

IHoiMics, " Lei legende» de l’aJt,i semita ”, Mil. Et. Franf. 36 (1916), p. 27 ff.. r»p. 33 «. 

Ksurfi, TbAinAtA, 1918» p. 70 ff. 

" I btoli praibilerah di Roma 
nf*. w8 ff. 

Hclmoi. Chirar, I9i>7, p. 486. 

Iiorm Dc' CAVAUzal. " .S. Siuaooa c il titulus Gai 


d'Athtoc» et Rome a8), 1882, 
a.A.C. ser. 


nclla storia e nella lcggend,-i ", B.A.C. 9 (1925), p. 19.3 ff. 


A \*1T ■■ *T*a>»f 


1928. p. 185 ff. 

Canaiui, Cvi» Maitrm, Muoich, 1934, p. 11 ff. 

KaatTWiMU and FKArfkt. “ Receril Oiscovcrici in Roman Chutchei", .'I.J..1. 43 (1939), p. 388 ff., csp. 
398 ff, 

.ViunuiH»C«<xiitLU, Ckmt, 1942, I, p. 392 ff.; II, p. 1459 f. 

CiarrjKUi, ” Note documenute lu chirsc rumane ", Afrnna 21 (1943), p. 82. 

Irim.uoKMi, La chioa di S. Susanna r il suo maironco ", R..4.C. 22 (1946), p. 251 ff. 

Litu, SmaU SaMMa. Tht Sami aml Hn Ckufck, imn». Frnimorc, Rome, 1934. 

Uma», KirchmlMulnrast ”, 1961, p, 272. 

AsvMiuq Gium, Stmta Samma .C^ltiese di Roma Illustrate, 85), Rome, [1965]. 

Ili aAi..», " Roma Sotterranea Itartirca ”, Dat A/mutrr 18 (19631, p. [57 ff. 

l4«\-B.Wtrsa, ■' Da* Apftnoouik Leo* III in H. .Susaniia, Ri koaitniktion und Daticrung ", /tir 

Kmuifthtiu 28 ;i965/, p. 177 ff. 


B. VSICIFM DINUKimO.VS ,AND ILI.USTKATIONS 
I A»'t*nr uw Atmijn»'. 

.MoHBlum», SaarUiamm 1» rtta* lamurnm ini. Jut MojtKi i»r Solbsmes, II, Pari», 1910, p. 553 ff.). 
Fa.icvixih», Stkfdana, Riitnr, ValKan labrary, V'at. iat. 6780, ff. 63, 67. 


ig <he ntd rJiL 


Uoostio, SfAerferiv, Romr, V.iliran I.ihrAry, Barh. !.■«. 1994. f. ijo (a4|i); aifio, f. 179 (197) SMimi, 
1’ANcaKni.i, Ttiari ttauatti, 1600, p. 787: 1625, p. 3.H. 


II. Akcient u.LU»rn,\TioKs. 

1472 .Asomymoi», Vicw from noiiliwesl, peu ajul inli; Slruni Map, Plorencc, Uibliutrca l.aurenxiana, 
Red. 77 (Dn Ri»u, Pi«ii/e, pt. .j; FairrAZ, PiWiUe di Roma, pl. tjg). 
ea. 1551 Urueghzl tke Elder, Vicw fiuin nuitliwcst, oi); Pari», Coli. DcsUimhe-i (Frotaz, Fianh ii Baitui, 
pl. 171). 

1531 Bupaliki, Plun, wuudcul; Map of Rome (ed. Ehrle, R«m« al Umfin At (Imli» lll, Rume, 1911; 
Krita/., 1‘iimlf ii Rtma, II, pl. igj). 

1376 C.\utaro, View of Irft llank, engraviux; Map of Rume (Fruta/, FiaiiU ii pl. a.jnl. 

1577 DlipiIr.xc-LafrArv, Vicw uf riglit IlanU. engraving; Map uf Rumi- (rd. F.hri.h, Roma ptinut it 
.iistn y, Rome. 1908; Frctak, 1‘iAalt ii Roma, 11, pl, 254). 

158B Fba S.xnh, Viexv of fa^adr, insrrilieil •'Templ. ». Susahnae ", woodcui; C*»t marnoiuliatt, c. 
59’ («*"■ 8«- •■«'4) ’• 

ra. 1588 - .\\fji<Y»»DU» iDe Wikghe.’), llluitr-ations of apse moiaic of I.ru lU, watercolor (lo*t bul copicd 

'.59.1 6y CiACCONius, Rume, Valican Library, Vat. Iat. 5407, f. 74 Ip. 1411^, f. >|6 [p, 1O4], f. 97 
[p. 186]; luEM, Rome, Uiblioteea Angelica, MS. 1564, 45 (f.; Mf.Mfxrnihu, Rume, Valican 
Library, Vat. Iat. 10545, '234’ tf.; Aeemanni'*, op. cit., p. 10 and Bagari-i.», engravrd in 

Spon, MisftUanM eruiita* aiuttiuilalis, Lyon, 1635, pl. i ff.) *. 
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The Ucmctisis version of thr .Marijr/iiagiuin HirtoKymianum refers, under the date of August tl, 
lo tlic fcstival ofSaint Susanna " ael itias iomui iuxia dito fitaius " \/l/l..S(V. Nov., II, i, p. 104; 

'2, p. 434. f.). Tlif iridicatinn " dttaj (ittinai" is presumably a misrcading fui diotIfliaNai .^H-il., 
lAfrmas; sec Kirsch, Tihlkinliiv, p. 70 f., wilh referrtiec lu Red»., .UarifroOtgium, cod. S 1 [/l.-l, 

SS. .Vnp., II, 1, p. 104; .\ug., Il, p. 631 f.]; “insta rfiiat domu-t diacUliawi "}. 

Epiupli of unknovvn provenance and date: " alim pnityuri 6’atmt filia Jtlix i Hu 1'iiiamia iorrl 
in patf fmlri miala ”; loil, bul rcad prior to 1595-1603 inside tbe confemiii " iu6 ara maxima " 
(Panx-inio. »ts. ril., f. 63); " ne/ Afarma mpta /0 imyririAne ...” (Uookio, nu. rit., Barb. Iat. 2160, 
f. 127); see also Bo»io (ffome .'tolltiraata, 1650, p. 453I: “ ne//o (iri coit/rjfiW aranli cht fatte 
riniuvj/a dul Cardinal ffioliturri, ha' ItUo qur.tli ilut vtni 
■fhc presbyters Benedictus and Severus “ liluli Clai ” attend ihc synod of 499 I.M.fV.W,, Aud, .M,, 
•I. P- 413)- 

Bi-iclulainp, “ 1 oa:«ne 3 Fp.ctr ”, xx-ith cross in circle, foumi in 1938 along righl Banit of church 
(Ulock, " The Roman Brick-Stamps nol publisbcd in Volumc XV. 1 of the ‘ Corpus Inscrip¬ 
tionum Latinarum”, llarvard Shtiiti in Clatsical Phihltgy 56/57 (1947], p. 120, no. 612). 
The Passio Sanciat Susawuit iclcnlirie* the liousc of Su5anna’5 fatber, Cavinius (wlicrc she prayrd 
in her cubinilnm and suffered inart>'rdom and xvhcrc Gaviniiis' brotlicr, Pope Gaiiu, celebrat- 
ed Mas» in lier honor) and the: adjoining housc of Ciaiiis as Ihc " duas ivmus " where, “ ever 
sincc ”, a stalio is cclchrated. It places tliem ‘‘ in rtgiatu Sallusti... in ptaUa anit palatium 
Sallusti and, more precisely, " ... ia regiont trxia iutla usum .Wammsirtim anJt /orum .Sal- 
lusJi...” (/IA,.!iS'. Aug., 11, p. 632, and MoMlutmus, op. cit., p. 553 ff.; see alsu Dcciieme, 
op.rit,, p. 27 ff.; Franchi de' Cavaueri, op. ril., p. 185 ff.; and Kihscii, Tor/AircA/n, p. 70ff.}. 


• ll*ui.i(i“« iiMr and ikeir.h, Barb. lai. -iitii. f, ai|'', tefci lii Itcnnai. ixiii» oppootlr ». Hiuairn». iiol ui Uk itiuirh. 

> A tilan ot Maironno'». found b»- W*»c«M.X!i I0«a.'ww .WawwSw, Rome. uj». p. E» ff. and fig. 251 liiu lieni idcnubtd tuf Ium ot 
II iniijeri fcir iTtnotlrling S. Sutanna. Bul 1 rcmaiii unconviucrd. ilic lunuumiMnlt do nol eo-iicid* viilli iboie ut Uw exuiing naw, «huh 
V>.|> nrect li-iiRlIirnixI by Maderni» (Wirf., p. 69:; and Ihc oniioauiii liiini Ihe plan of ih* c.Uiii apw make» 00 kiiic. I um gtod 10 hiKw* tho» 
Poilewir Hnwnol Hililsiiit miilirn» my ouipicioca. and t wanl lo ilmiik liim for gcncroiidy trulng mr pcixiK ibe draft of a now reg-ud- 
inu Ihc pliin. lo bt inclutlci) in Itii foiibooming \x)lume an Ciiflo Mailmio. 

• The atioi» is txlmeled fiwm Mt». I>»vi|.VVe)M’i «Mellenl papn (cfi. of.. #iuiw1. whuli alm l»u tbe tale» topie» of (hc apoe niiaaie oa 

Ibund aiiuivf! ibe papen of Peiiw lieinvcd from Bagarris (.'1; CarpeiiUo», BibJioihtque Munaipale, laxi. 1784, ff. 11 j’. nj . *'<"*» 

vWinrtwr. Royal Library, D». m» tf.; Itoii. Cuiiooniu» bot rlose to Veirme and Suarea lt| iRome. Valican talmoy. Barb lal. -coba. 
f. fu f.). Ser Iilin, WArizuLn, Ai^ien. p. 77. 









r.OitPl<!l llASII.ti:ARtlU CHJUiTMNARlfM ROMAK 


595 TJic piwb>HT RiisfH 1« “ tMi saittlaf Xtuamutr " uticiids llic syiiod of 595 [M.G.H., Epii{»lat, I, 

f». sfi?)- 

582 689 Leo ir oitlains the prfjbytrr .S<Tjnii« (laici Pope Scrgiiu Ij ■* in fin^it /oin-M/ Sujiitniitf ywi fl </u<JS 
Jfmm nmtiiT " ‘J.J’., I, p. 371 ). 

887—701 .\ bull oT Sci8i«< L ndditwil Io Johannes, " ... mrgiiiit ti MartyrU CkrUii .StuattHar ”, 

it piT*T\-rd in an intcripiion, oniy a fragmcnl of which sui vivca today in liir cliurrii ‘ ; oliirr 
no'*' prior Io I395>i(iu3. It Jiits his donation Io the church of ical 

etialr hotli in and near Kome, and refers Io gills made by olht-ni " in fadrm tfcttne lanrlae 
Suianaat Thr rral niate in lown is locBied “ 1« rtgioa/ fuar/a some of it ‘‘ iu.rta lanelam 
.tatamam ” (De Rosai, ep. eit., 1870, p. «9 IT.). In the chimrh, Serjiui I replaccs the wooden 
citioiium ■' Pasiliea/ naaOaf .'imaiutat " willi a murbJc canopy {L.P., I, p. 375). 

772—795 Hadrian I repnirs ihe iiK»f; "latum lituU halt Sitiaaua/ mailyrij gui appeilalur duat /hmm " (L.P., 

/. P- 5'*7)- 

799 < Lro IJI, /itrnirrly presbyter of the liluliu Ptalae Smaaaaa, rehuilds the titulus beeausr of iis shortncM, 
or nasTouncss *, and age | "ifa« Prrcitfr rmilntaus/uiisil tliam prr olilaaa Irmpara ipsi parula 
marniisnl "I and eniargej it inio a sianble structure, providing it anew wilh a deep anci solid 
fbundauon (" in aaipium larginit ardiftiium n norilrr in a/lttm jadiau JirmUivmim patuit Juii 4 amim~ 
tum ilc teyels a plane and builds on these excellent foundatiuns a church with an apsr and 
a large monaic, including gallenrs, a vault (caMcrn), a rluncel, a niarble pavemciit (“ tt truta 
pUuUit minfia txttba tuptr ipta ftadammta aaHfitarit tniftiam cum nitida dc iwndtw ampliisime tl 
caticamema mirifica al^e camera daarata .im prrtiyirrium tl pammealum marmoriiut puUAris araai-it 
and, on eilhrr «de, aisle» with marblc columns (" dextra icm/juc rt pertica riut cvm caJumais mar- 
mareii couitruxit "1. He adds a bapiisicry (or a Iniptismal font) and dunatrs numerous lighl- 
ing fixiures, lexulcs and piews of fiimilure of gold and silver, prrliaps for the chanccl enclo- 
sure. Among ihrm is a alcer confessio below Ihe altar and eight silver columns, two arclirs 
(nmifn) and two gammadiat with cmste«, and lamps tgakatkia) [L.P., II, p. 3,'. 

The inscription of thr apse mosaic, preserved uniil ihe rebuilding 1595-16(13, similarly siiesscd 
the narrownest and thr ncglcrinl and weakcncd state of the old structure unci Ihe activity of 
Lro III in building, derorating and contrcrating the nciv cotulntclion: “ dvdvsi habc ueatb 

S\-SA.VNAK UARTYitiS AVI.A CO.AWOVSTO ET TETRO lAISTENS LOCO MARCVEKAT qVAR DOMIffVS 
LEO TERTIV 5 PAPA A rilCDASSENTLi EKICUKS COADEMS CORPV8 BEATAE PRI.ICIIAUS MARTVRLS 
COMPTE EDincAtra OHRAtiiT ATqvE DEMCABiT " (Pajivixio, Schcdatit, f. 67; HcoKio, Schtdorio, 
Parb. lat., ai6o, f. 1278; M^nestrier, Vat. lat. 10545, f- 234''; sce also Alesianxi, ep. cit., p. 9 f, 
and CiAiiPiNi, frUra Mtuimmla, II, p. 140). The figures of Lro III and Charlemagnr in the 
apse moMic and the placing of ihr passage in I,co'8 biography in the Liber Pontificaiis prior 
10 Charlcinagne’s roronation of 8no suggest a date lietwcen 795 and 800 for Lco’s building 
■cdwty al S. Susanna, In «06 hc donates a silver Crown wcigliirig 17 poiinds and, at a later 
poini, a hanging for the altar (L.P., II, pp. 21, 31). 

827 849 donates a textile '•«(/gioricMn.,, riVgwt» ^juMjie,,. in riusdi-m ifcf/rji«...” (L.P. II 

P- 77 ). 

^centuJ!! “IT' 

ceotury pi^dwU) Arc tioa Cabtmt; fuarum tacra cotpera claudunt presers-cd ii 
d'Ancona (De Rosst, Insatpfvtnti, II. p. 383). 

1475-1477 Sixm, IV n>,^els the church, rctaining oniy the nave and apse and apparcntly vauliing part 
^he bmldmg; inscnpuons, now losl. un the door lintei. " in lintin. tuperforutm (or suprr/.nn); 

(chancel?) vault, “ arcu for- 

.Uarstra juhanne, da Mantota i ttata it muttire dr muro cka/alo questa optra det anno de /477 
IV "“"«J «• 'hc six.eenth century (Rume, Vatican Library, Sig. 

’ • 3*7. topied by CoRvisiERi (Rome, Bibliotrca ValliccJliana, butta II, b-c] and 

ed from this sourcr bv rinsuBiri «a .a _ o. r. .1 .. ... . ■*. 


1 the sylluge of Ciriaco 


publishrd from l 
kutut ”, p. 272). 
tefecit PanvinioV additioni ti 


kuns,” o 2,2t S OP- «L. p. 81 f.; also Urban, “ Kircl.cnbau- 

. p. 272). Ser abo Lra Mariano oa Firenes, Itinerarium, p. tgfl: ‘‘ Hanc Sixbis IV 
Platina, Vitat Pontificum Colognc, 1626, p. 331, as quotrd 


ar of S. VilaJf i Ot Roi,u ,« 

• ■' 0«mMioui iuiis biogotfu di I.cr 
IO, Lcipr«, ijioi;, toL aiTu f.. givn 


Auud. 1 p, iio. 

'iiiilCi of hoih aJioriiMw »i>d n»r- 


I. SVSANNA 


»57 


by Monte, <tp. ril., p. 158, note; and finally, ItnoNlo, Slalicmi, p. ifl»*: ■' < cawmtentenente 

spaoata; peti unza rolonnalr * omie c, 193’; “ ... rttlaurala 14«] .Sitiit Qjiarto met 1475 sf came 
maitrane te oiwi ed iicricsom, cui fuura come dentra ... 

1586 The church is ceded Io the Cislercian nuns (Wasoerman, op. cit., p, 87, n. 235, qunting Rnmr, 
Arcliivio di Stato, Cmtregatimi rrligiorr, S. 5uniiu>a 4445, kiula 8. itid., n. 237, quoting ihe 
sune, 4469). 

1570—1603 Cardinal Gifulaniu Ruiucucci rtatum the church piior Io 1588 (Uoomo, jlofuiai, p. 193 " * 

nasiri Irmpi Cka cammadameui* eaisetlala ..."i <Tnd in 1595 10 1603 rehuilds ll; dalcd inKripiinn*; 

«f <595. ‘in <•>* cJianceI arrh; of 1599, on the interior fai^adr and on ihe inside of ihe side 
doun; and of 1603, un ihr Street facade and llic tomi» in llir pavemmi of thr oprn conlrMio. 

Ilc provides thr churcli wtlli a iiew fa^ade and redecoraies thr interior witii 11 rriting, ficKiin 
by Paris Nogari, Ifaldassate Croce and Matteo /.acculinl and plastrr iiaiuei. Hr lays out 
an open ronfessio in fmnt of Ihe higli altar; "da Jondamenia rtfrct Ia fiuciota di Inorrtini ...fete 
ii sofiilla ia darala, ademi U mura di pitture ... t le traneggi con alatue di tbirco ... i laovn eht em 
graa speta ha /alta nelia Triinna, altae «laggwrr e Ia ranftuiant ... r oss belti scatlioai di mnnnii si 
apeeit U patie per ntitare i carpi dei ... Sonti tPaNniROU, Trsori nascetli, 1625, p, 341); the 
architeet in charge is Cario .Mademo (Raoi.iunb, Pifs, 1642, pp. 88, 29B, 308, 316; 1733, 
pp. 83 L, 186, 196, 204: CAruw.Ti, ep. cit., p. 11 ff.i. Tlic tliaprl of Saint l.aurence, pwircting 
on the left side, was decotaled by Cesare Nebbu and G. IV Poran ai thr exprnir of Cnmitia 
Perciti, siiter of Sixtiu V (Uaolioke, 1'ifr, 1642, pp. 40, 117; 1733, pp. 37, tti; PANouinij, 
Tetori naieoili, 1625, p. 341!. T« ilir Icfi of ilie churcli, Cardinal Ruslirucci builds a 
moniulery for the nuns transferred tltere in 1587 Uif), uiid lo the right, a retidcncc for the 
use of the confessor and the parish priest Uiid.). 

1938 1939 The houses adjacent to nortli flank of church arc demulished, teinpoiarily unrovrring llir noiili 

Wall of the nave, the autc wall and Roman walti (KiiArriiKiMBR and Franbi., ap. cit., p. 388 
IL; GinVANKONi, op. ril., p. 251 IL). 
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D. c;i:N£J^al f>KSCR.*PTlON 

r v;. \>nii ScHcmliic fc.illrd, uritil iB?»), Strada Pia; in mcilicval and Roman 
• ; XscmllT >vhi'l. nm. afong Ihc rid«r of .he Quirinal llill. Tl.c pavcmr-ni of ihr R.man 

i (niind in lin- strenli of mail in fnmt of i>ic churrh. corrcspondmg in ilircction lo tlie 

“.^;‘bnr. »,.<1 «m., abn.a 3.*5 bclow ,h. icvol of .ho chnroh 

fl*o«."T».r f«?ad^ of liic cbu.vh [fig. Sio). » splcndid «ample oi Cario Madcn.»’» Larly Baioqur 



*lylc, bcars the dedicator)' iiiscriplion of Cardinal Rusticucci and Ihc date of tomplelion, 1603. 
The «nglc dooroa) u rrachcd by a flight of sleps and rises, with itt thmhold, 1.45 m. above 
the preient Icvel of the «rccr. The Irue orirntation of the churcli is froni souihcast to nortimest, 
bul for broity wc shaJl lefcr to the doonvay as at the cast end, ihc altar at the wcst cncl. M wc 
ICC it today, the rhurch is a simple hali, sonie 13.5 tn. widc and 35.5 in. long, tcrminaled by an 
apse and having tio colonnades or aisics (pls. XV, XVI; lig. ait). The rectangular nave is divid- 
ed into ihrcc equal paris by large pilastcre which piojefl froin eacli side wall. Nave and cJwnceI 
are sepaiatcd by a triuinplial airh which iraverses ihr-nave 10.5 nri. in froni of the iipsc and rises to 
an apex oniy sliglitly below the ceiJing. The chaiitel is raised tltrce steps above the gcneral level of 
the nave. Just in fioni of tlic r hoir, side chapeis recalling the wings of a traiiscpt projeci ouiward on 
each side of the nave: to the left is ihc ChapeI of Saint Laurcnce, to the righl, that of llic Croci- 


' &un*i«ubU>, at. |b ISA. 


fiio«>. At ihc foot of ihc choir step» and on ihc ccnlcr tiiir nf llic cliunh, eutved tlighl* of sinirt 
ilcsecnd Io an open riHirrnio, uhciirc onc enices ihc iry)il t>rnrath ilic liiolrV AU ilu», lilic ihc 
ra<;adc, U Ihc work of Cario .Vlailriuo and ciaics from l ytS 1« iboj- 

F.acavalions bencath ihe arca of ihe nave, made in or briore 1B80 aiiit lut csuhlc fn.m liw 1 typi, 
reveal tlir rcmaiiis of severat hiiildiniis of t lawiral umes (pU. XV, XVI)*. Oiher iciuains, holh Ro- 
man and Inicr, »amc lo lighl in lo ihc norlh of ihr rhun'h, when Pi.i//a S. Sissaiina aiwl Via 
BiMolati wcre laid oiil and llsc old house» .iliarlied to the llniik of S. Sssunna wcre lom ilown and 
rcplaretl by ihc buildings of ihc Uaiica Commcixiaic and oilicr offU ei. Al ihal lime otlier clasti- 
tal svalli v/ftv distovered, and thr rrmoval of ihc adjareni biiildliiKs reveated, for a ihon lime, 
pnrt of llu' aislc wall of llic «Ul tliuixh and ihc entire nonh side wall «f ili nave, whiih wai icrn 
lo bc compiMcd of ihiec licis of areadrs Tigi. an a. 4) *. The suuth llank of ihc i huirh Is hiddcii 
inside the eonvcnl buildiiigs ssliUli rxicnd on lliui side, enrUssing a roiirly.inl. 


1, Early structure» beneath and beaidc the shurch 

The retnaiiw of classical hiiildiiigs found inside ihe arca of ihc rhurch in a iiascment liriscalh 
the nave lloor are accciiiblc from the sixtrentii century o(ie« ciinfcMio. Rr|iorl» irg-iitlinK llir 
cxcavalion are svaiiling *, but a numher of ssall» are viiible, thnuRb in pari plasiereti over. Tsso 
distinet Icvels ofconslroetion are noled, wilh ihc earlirr svalU oblique to the aliKiuiunI of tisc chuteh 
and the later ones parallcl svilh it. Bolh bave Iscen uncovrrcd to tlic tamc level, about 3 mclcn 
below the rhurch (loor and thu.s rmigbly level witli the Romaii Urcet pavemeni in froni of ihc 1 hun h. 
3.25 m. below lloor level (pl. XVj*. 

(l) DkI.OW Tllf. NAVK, flltST PIIASt 

The walls of the carlicr pcrii.d are faced wilh a good e/ao i>U{uUtum, ureiigilicncd by britk at 
llic corneis nnd at the door jarnbs. The tesserae of tlie rciiculaie average Gj by hj mm,; the 
mortar is svhitc and liaid, ihr beds fine. Three walls ofthis systrm survive, all iii prneni ciuln*- 
cd in :i i haitibcr about 8 m. casi of the oprii confessio; oiie tiini al a 30« aiiglc lo tlie axis of the 
chunh: the sccond is at righl angles lo the fnsl and coniains a doorway ; the thiid is paiallrl to 
Ihc secoiul wall al a tliuatuc of oiily 1.45 "t' apparently dchnes a tonidor. A .olinnn 

basc oiienlcd lo agrre wilh this carlicr syslcin uands 6.mj ni. casi of the tini wall. al a level of 
2.75 in. below Ihc church door; l.anciani ap|>ears to havr scen a sccond coluinii basc noarby 
and oriented in the same direction». Al tlie same level a hnc minais pavenienl. blaik wilh whilc 
spccLs, extends from the fint rciitulaic wall lo the coluiiui basc and beyond. 'I ltcrc U nol enough 
imstcrial for definite coiulusioiis, bul wc secm lo be confronted wilh a lU h mansion of fini ccnlury 
date ’. 


• iite »aia an ikMduly indit»i*«l 

• Scc almse, p. «jS. 

• l^soAiii, f. V. H.. pl. in. 

' W» ar* Iiidrtiud 10 tlir Ulr Mis. 


ni m liM opoiiDo OB (W daie «f ihr liasi*»! m 










CORPUS BASlI.ICARfM CHRfSnANARUM XOMAK 


t) Btl.OU' 17 IE NAVR, SRCOKO PIIASK 

A rccian^fu/ar grid oflaicr waJIs cnvclops aiirf ov-pr/ie* rhc rcmains of thc oai iicr pcrio<l (p), XV}. 

Thure paraIJeJ walls, reticulate ar thr ba.t<- and briilc-faced abovr, lie at riglit anglcs lo ehe basilit a 
3.5 ««. 4 m. apari and bcginiiing some 13 m. cast of thc apsr. The reticulate masonry is «omewhat 
coarsr, with Irwrrac ninging from 80 to 105 mm. jquare and with mortar heds from t5 Io 25 mm. 
thict. On thc other hand, thc bricktvorfc is good, \vith biicks ranging from 30 to 40 nim. in 
heJghi and with mortar beds from 16 to 22 mm. thick, but avrraging only 18 mm. The south 
e.xlremity of the fhree waJJs disappears in thc footings ofihe south wall of thc b;«silica; but to thc 
nortli two of thc walh terminale at a cross tvaii built of brirk, pitralJcl with thc noi th side wall of 
thc biisihca and 1.5 m. in.sidc it. The third wall continues north into thc uncxcavaied arca ofthe 
prcseni north chapel. Further cast, near and in pari bclow Mademo's la\adc. a fourth and 
fifth wall of thr .iame make, but diffcretiily oriented, seem to bclong to the samc building VS c 
shalJ sec thar walh of thc saine orientatio» as thc first iliicc walls in this group and of comparablc 
build ss-erc notcd in 193« in the arca formerly occupird by thc right aisic ofthe chiirch, as well as 
further north. The failurc of ihesc walls to corrc-spond with the plan of thc basilica, although 
normaJ to it, shows thai ihey beJong to some pre-existing structure which was dcsrroycd when 
thc basihca was built. The walls seem to bc mere foundadons and ccllar walls and offer littic 
mfomiaaon about the buildings which they supported. The combination of brick and reticulate 
maionry appears to suggesr a date in the first third of the sccond eentury. 

e) IVoHTH AXD EAST OF Tllt CHURCH 

fchmd ihe ^p,c Repubiiem dty Wall (.l,c Sarviaa Wall) 

mnatns aaacly cama » ligi,, i„ ,93,) (p|,, XV. XVI). Obvioaaly ihl. i, an’ 

aa.ab.K.. of ,ba bagmam ,„„a wall whiab i. „111 c«p.«ad i„ ,ha gaadan ofPlaaaa S. n. 

lr.ft^'Ab "" “■»' ”■* ‘■y •Hf dddilio,, of olba, parallal 

Malis of bnck. Aliogcfher, thc final thickness of the wall was not Jti« th m m Ti • 

aaa faand i„ d,a .Ida. of a aallaa wbicb lia. wa.. of U.a ,p, bT.f^aauTod, of ,b 

chu^rrhenl^oid ""Tv- 

Lite thc walls bclow thc nave iho ^ ^ ^ Rfgijia Clcna were demolished 

ofcupation; an tipper Jayer whicli Vies indicate two distinet strata of 

is obfique and miraret 

defenses. The carlicr walls are fared ^ b nlignmcnt tviih the Rcpublicaii 

sdim fma, f™ „ tri^T, ^ 

__ ^ stratum are brick-faced and 




y, 'y^^tTAsmi9.Lo^ 9p. a 


•fhrhiuh. «Mmp 4 o„xJ htlpTuI nota » 

t- pr^uy andXxl to Ki™. «re " 


pnrvdilin, n,adp .. in.po«ibfc ,o preparp 
in ncruling » relublr, pofilaJ. «IrklipUn 
>>^»<•1. ilS. .16. »17. 



have slightly thkkrr mortarbeds. Boih thc earlirr aiul Liter walls t ould hr ir;« ed al.uig the uotlh 
flank «.I thc nave, cxleiuling as far as 15 m. from tlie prrseiit nave wall. Olhei slu.rt picte» 
of Roman walls were scen projet ting fioin thc north and wcst walls of the iioiih < lwj>cl and from 
thc north wall ol thc preseni rhantcl. Among thc rarlicr remain», a column hau- was Touiid in thc 
lower Icvcl, a. 15 m. bclow thurrh Iloor levcl. Siiicc ihis is 60 crn. higher tliaii thc Icvcl ofthe 
basc that is presened bclow thc prcsciit nase, the two bases ti.ultl not have bcloiigetl to the samc 
colonnadc. But they probably hrlongcd to thc samc Ik.usc, sinte a line blatk musaic pavemrnt 
marketi with white spcclui was scen near thc tolumii outsidc the tliurth, cxactly like thc pavcmciit 
still preserved in the arca bclow thc nave. The later huilding, nurmal lo the thurth, intludcd a 
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,m,ll brirfc nichc, 1-4» m. in .liamctcr, facing fa5t an<l no>v cmlx-.W.-d in thc foiuidatiom ..f ihc 
northcJiaucJ Rrninani» ofHtmrs of o/nr ipMWtvm wric ibund at iwo points in ihc later builtlmB 

I ^ r al a ni.itit noi tli of the na\x' flank aml thc otlicr embeddeti iii thc chancci wall. 
‘"ZiThCb cnongl. cinth-iKC j.rcacraTd to arrivr at a ch ar idea of cilhe. thc earlier or ll.c later 
bnilding. «hich antedate thc thuteh on thc site. The «rientation of thc caH.er structure, wa» 
apparenti) deermined hy thc di.ection of the ScrAian c.ty wall. The ut.carlhed fragmen,, of dc- 
coLtion inchiding thc rolunii, ha.,es and rhe whitc^peckletl mosaic pavemenw, pomt ,o ,t, being 
a «calthv built near and ;,gain,t that wall after it had bccomc obsolete. The later sm.ctu.e. 

Inid «ut wi.hou, rrga«l ,o thc old ci.y wall. w-a, perhap, l«s elegant, but i, w.-c, ccrta.nly large-. 


2. The basilica 


The two niain sule walls of the basilica, cach originally wiih three tiens of openings, stili exbt 
...arrically intact. The n«. th wall was scen ahnost in its entircty during thc e.xcavation» of 193« 
to 1939 ifigs. 3*2 a, i}. Near thc apse, thc ihrcc wesicrnmost bays of its two upper stories are still 
visiblc froir. aero® ll.c Street above the rool^ of thc adjacent office buildings and can be examincd 
< «nvenicritly frotn thc roof tcrracc oti the .ux:ond lloor of these building.i i figs. 219 a, 6 ). I.ikcwisc 
the t»r) casteri.most Windows of the cicrestorey tier can be studied near the rear of M.aderno's 
fa^ade liom thc third floor rrwif icrraces (fig- 218;, while further down in a light shaft, thc fotirth 
and lilih of thc ground-Uoor arcades have remained vi.sible. The soutli w'all, too, suix-ivcs in its 
full leiigih. The clcrcstorcy, from its secoiid original window to thc eighth, counting from the 
fai^ade, is visiblc from a window across the coiirryard (fig. 221). The fivc weslernmos, Windows 
near the apse and the elerestorey comer can be examincd in thc atlic of thc conveut buildings 
ifigs. 220 fl-d). Likcwise, from this atlic one notes bclow' thc silis of these Windows the crawns 
ol' Ibe arches of ihc second lier openings and, surmounting the apse roof, the rear wall of thc 
nave. The rest of the second and iJte entirc first liet of ,his south wall are hiddcii by thr build- 


ings of thc present sacristy and by the chanibers of thc conveni. 

'lite wall, are 17.0 m. high and 0.70 m. thick and show brickwork of excellent workmanship; 
five courses rise berwcrn 22 and 30.5 em., but the averagc is about 25.5 to 28.5 em. The courses 
are rcrnarkably even wiih only slight undulatiuns. OccasionaJly a course shifls from one ,0 two 
bricks; but such irregularities are rare, as is thc use of flanged tiles iiistead of brirks, and of very 
thin bricks. On ihe average thc bricks liave a hcight of 3.4 em. atid are vcr>' littic rubbed at the 
cowicrs; mtwt are of large size, and tliey scem to have becii ncw when thc walls were built. The 
mortar contains a laige pruporiion of briek particles which give it a grcyish-rcd huc; thc mortar 
beds range from 1.4 to 2.5 em. and are stnirk olf llush with the wall face. The arches of 
the uunierous openings are built with singlc rings of bipedais of uniform size, 59 em, long and 
acruralely sct in radius; in thc radial joinls bctwcen thc bipedais, the mortar occasionally is 
simek oirin double facets (figs. 214; 220«, i, r). 

The liorth wall of the nave rises from a stylobate wall, ncatly built of briek of thc tnake jusi 
described. It can still be seen in the basctncnl of the churclt, and its outcr face was exposed in 
tiearly its entirc lerigth during the dcmolition of the adjacent buildings in 193B to 1939 (fig. 213). 
.4t llial time thc stylobate wall was exposed to a depth of 3.60 m. bclow the Icvxl of thc jnesenl 
nave lloor; it was scen to have a sctback, 0.15 m. wide and 1.80 m. belovv nave Icvcl, and to 
terminale tj.go m. bclow the mudern lloor. A srwcr, tovcrcxl a capputeina and prolccled by a flat 
reJieviiig arch, pierces tltc lower portion of thc stylobate wall ea. 3 m. from thc fa^ade. Rising 
from this upper stylobate, thc side wall of the nave shows ihiee ticrs of urelied openings with thir- 



tceu arches to cach tier. The 
original arcadci of the lower 
sinry rise to an apex b.30 m. 

«bove the briek stylobate (pl. 

XVT; fig, 213 righl). Tbcy 
iippear to hnve resicd on col- 
onnndes; but tlic columns 
vverc ivo longcr Io br srrii in 
1938, and it is iio, knovvn 
whether all were removed in 
thc firteenth and sixirenth 
century remodrlingsorwhclh- 
cr some still survive inside 
the bloekitig masonry. Ccr- 
lainly cheir bases resied on 
top of thc stylobate and thus 
were 0.90 m. bclow the mod- 
ern nave floor. 'I'lie iiuniber 
of column., on cach side of 
thc nave must have becii 
iwclve, carryiiig Ihtrteen 
arehes, and cach eoiumn must 
have beeii alxiut 5 m. in 
hcight. The middic story had 
thinecn arrhed openings, 3.40 
in. high and 1.60 m. wide, 
separated by rcctangular 
briek piers, 1.05 m. in width; 
the ihirlern openings of thc 
top story are 2.20 m. high and 
1.44 m. wide, w'hilc thc .sepa* 
raring piers arc cach 1.18 in. wide (figs. 214, 218, 219«, b). About half way Iwtwcen the a|>ex 
of thc iniddic-story arches and thc silis «f thc upper story prcriscly leiucred on the piers 
belween the openings -- a row of large, uniform sioiic brackets, rarvrd with a cyma prolilr, projeci 
from thc cxicrnal face of thc wall. These evidenily $up|K»rtrd thc bcams of a Irun-to loof laivrriiig 
the galicried aisics of the basilica (fig. 216). 

The outcr wall of the north aislc was demolislied in 1938 Io 1939, but mrasureitienis and plwi- 
lographs taken at thr time show its ptwitiun and the features of iu coitslrutiion pl. XV', figs. 21^, 
216 b). It ran parallcl to thc nave, at a distanee of 4.65 m, al iu cait end, 4.7« tn. at its weti end. 

and was built solidly of briek, iioi of concrete with briek faeiiig. The bikks rangeil from 27 to 44 iiim. 
in hcight, averaging 34 mm., thc mortar heds from 13 to 40, averaging 2« inm. ; ihtu fivc courses 
rose to 27, six to 32 em., and thc overall impression closely rccalls thc brit kwork ot the nave wall. 
Howevcr, the foundaiion of thc aislc wall, itistcad of bciiig built of briek, as a iiylobale with 
upper and lower portions, was made of blorks taken frt.m thc Scrviaii Wall, so Irenuciilly crnploycd 
in church foundaiioiu by eighth and nimh century builders. The aislc wall couid be iraced 
from thc noriheast corner of thc original church fa(;adc through thc k-nglh of thr (lap|>ell.i dcl 
CnK.ifi.sso, vvhtrh projccts north from Ihe nave. Two siumps, emheddcd iii the cail and wcst vvali 
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I. S<nith wall (if nsvr, alniMiriK fni.iwlalii.n, tlylirfi 
,(irio||itia of srvsdes, 
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riji, III ), S. ,Suiamio. Noilli 
wflll of nnvr, iluiwinii cJp- 
iMioiey niiil KHlIriy npriuir*, 
iijIjB 


oT thait chapef miptriivcly [figs. 216 a, h, 
217,1, ihcwcil ihc suriivinK hrisJil of ihc 
n-all ai «hae point, •i.fp m. abnvc ehc mod- 
rm chiirt h Jnol, niadf of soJid hrick, 
tvilh the Scrvian foitndation b/orLs iaid iii 
ihrcr roiirset. From ehc fa^adr, for a 
«irrtch of somc cighl mctcrs, ihe aislp wall 
waa ffcii 10 rise cvcn highrr, roughlv iiiiie 
meicrs abovr the presenC <Joor /cvcl, llius 
reachiiig nrarly half tJie iieight of thc foc- 
ond ticr of arradn on llic nave wall 
Tigs. 212 a, 215). Along the inner wall 
of thc fa^ade, ihc siopr of ihe aislr roof 
was marlcd by an asrrnding line of bcam 
holes whirh eiidtd on ihc nave wall ai the 
cxaci Ic\'cJ of thc silis of the openings in 
the third ticr (fig. 2 j 8, Icfe cdge). 



15. S. Siiiuirina. Wall of nonh aisle, 1938 


tween thc north rhapei and thc ajisc, a tliin fiiundalion wall ran atnws thc widtli of thc former 
aisle. It wouid scem lo have carricd a chanrcl srreen. 

In vicw of thc dau scf out in thc pret cding paragiaphs, it is cicar that thc three tiere of opcniiigs 
in thc north wall of thc present chureh represent thc ground-floor arcades. llie arcaded gallei y and 
I c c eitaiorcy Windows of a basilic a providcd with galicries above thc aisics; further, tha» thc aisle 
gallcr)' openings and carricd a sioping roof tvhich 
ascended to ncarly the Icvcl of thc window silis on thc nave wall. 

At thr wat md of thc north waJI a cur\'ed brick excrcsccnce jtrojccis north from thc wall face, 
tn utc w, f cjambofihc last galicry arth and thr clcrcstorcy window above it (figs. 219 a, b c) 
Ihc end wall of thc north aisle must have stood in ihis placc and thc brx.kcn brickwork in the lowcr 
par. «^the pn>jcc.«.n may bc cxplained as the stum,, «f that wall, hut wc have no satisfaciory cx- 
10 «llcr for ,hr cu„c<J w„i fa„ „r ,ho b,,,,,™ a„,l , 1 „. upwarj ron.inua.i.m of rho rx- 
«onxe abo« rhr Icv.l of >1» forn.xr gallory roof Mow ll,c projxclioo ll.c wall of ibe galicr,- 



/onc sernis to continue wc»t, parallcl with the 
axis of thc church, hut the evidmee is scatiiy. 

On Ihc oihcr haiul, at thc casi end, 11 cnt. 
from the rcar of Madcrntfs favade, n rupture 
in thc brickwork shnws where the «iriitinal fa- 
<,'udc coriicr wus hrokcti oli' in ilic carly icv- 
enlcciilh cctilury {pl. XVI). 

The South wall of llic tiave is hiddrn in 
its lower ]>art hy the buildings of thr conveni 
and uf thc sacristy. Thus thc iwu lowcr ticrs 
can no Iniigcr bc rxaminrd. Htiwcvcr, tn thc 
conveni attir, thc clcrcstorcy /onc can bc wcll 
examined in its wrsicrnniost scclion near thc 
apse. The rnnicr which thc c Iriestorcy niakcs 
with thc rcar wall of thc nave Ls cxiraordinarily wcll buili (fig». 220a, b, t, < 1 ,. Ihc IHi jainb 
of thc wcsicrnmost window of thc soiith clcrcstorcy staris 2.20 in, from that torner, and Itclow 
thc window cmcigc.s thc arch of thc firsl opciiing 011 thc galicry Icvcl. Janilw and arthe» ol ibc 
following ftnir windovrs and galicry openings, thc iitiiili ihrougli thc thiricciiih from ihe fa* 
cade, are likcwisc visiblc, ihough in pari dcsiroycd hy later rcmotlcUiigs, or hidden hy thc roof 
con.siruction, or — in thc case of thc window archrs -- rising above thc roof. Witlili, s|nuuig 
and Itciglti of thc window openings correspond lo thosc of thc norlh clcrcstorcy. Below thc 
Icfi jamb of thc wcslcrnmiwi, or lliiricciith, window an indciiled suture runs vcriically ilirough 
ihc brickwork, and below this suture a diaguiial fissure scparalcs thc Icll third ol thc galicry atth 
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fruin iis right hand sector (fig. 320 a). Thr brickwork is the samc oii cilhcr side and corresponds 
exactiy to thai noied ihroughout thr north ffank of Uic nave. TJie suture and fissure are at first 
puzzling, bui tliey are casily rxplained; masons first buili the apse, the rear wad of the nave and the 
adjoiniiig comers of thr rlrrestore)-; ihcy tlien cuntinued along the north side, the fa^ade and from 
there afong fhc south cJcrcstorcy, uniiJ meetiiig again the westcmniost windovr jamb *. Furlhcr 
cast the ricresrorry can be seen abuve the ruuf of the conveni buildmgs firoin across the courtyard 
south of the churrh (fig. aai). The sisiblc streteh of clercstorey begins above the first of thr rcc- 
tangular .sixtrenth eentury window.s, at a distancc of mughly 2.40 in. fnim the side buttress at the 
rear of Mademo’s fagade tvall. The spacing and width of the vk-indosvs, the technique of the brick 
ma.sonry and the formation of the arches are the same as in the west portion of the south clercstorey, 
examined in the aitic of tJie convent, and in tlic north clerestorcy waM. Xotcworlhy, howcver, is 
a noticcable outward bulge in thr south clercstorey, starting bctween the fouiih and fiflh of the 
original tvindow oprnings and continuing toward the fa(,'ade ;fig. aaa). 

The apip which closes the west end of the ba.silica is decorated internally vvith Banaiue plastcr- 
ivork; nothing remaiiLs of [.co IITs mosaic lialf doine. On the outsidc only the uppermost part 
of the original apse wal) is visiblc (fig. aa^J; its half-cylindrical wall, inside the convent, is plas- 
tered over and no witidow openings, if ever they existed, are discemible. The visible top porlion 
of the apse wall is cxrnstructed in brickwork much like thai of the nave wall in appearance. At 
tliC eaves, it b crownerJ by a comice of ihrce overhanging brick courses, supported by a row of 
projccling sionc brackcu which in turn rest on a stringeourse fornied by Iwo overhanging bricks 
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dercU.»o «nd Ibt a|w Itta itw.ii llir rci( of ihr buildin*. Boli, dinr ubKnAliwu ait ciiwiriAu, 
oT thr rJcrailMei ■ Ivk to <ht lur wdj of ili» n».r u ol Cirolinjui. lUlc. 

• AroLUMj Oheiti. itp. at , p. i8. briinxi llut ihc cotiiji-c ii lypiully niiilJi mitucY in chareflrt, 
110« tgttr, nur do «>e ilnnS th*» it tny fbiindECion for hi> uiDcIuiian lb»t Uie 
bee brlutv, p. 174 f. 
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r The brackcts have the samc profile as iliose which supported the ablc roofs; pimsibly thry wcre 

J rifled from the ricarby Baths of Dioclclian, wherc buiidicds of the same kind of brackei occur in 

the cornices. 

Pari of the foundaiions of the faqade wall lurvivcs bcncath Madcrno’s ta«;adc and b visiblc in the 
cellars bclow the nave flemr (pls. XV, XVI). A massive foundation structure, at right angles wilh 
the axis of the church and composed of reused Servian blocks wilh brick-lillcd iiitcrstices, ovenaiis 
an ofiu-t nticulatum wall, obliqucly sct and thus part «jf the carlicr of the iwo Roman layers dbcuisesi. 
The oversailing foundation wall extends from closc to ihe southcasl comer of the nave to bcyond ils 
cenier line for a Icngth of over cight meters, and its building technique b tluit customary in Rome 
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in Carolingian times. Ou top of the rouruJaiion wall, thrre lirs in i mss sectiou a siiaium of what 
appcar to bc heavy traveiiinc flnor siabs, o.aa m. thick. 'rhis floor lies 1.50 m. below the level 
of the present nave and exiend.s in breadth for 2.20; m. on cach side of the axis of ihc church. It 
i» ihu5 at Icasi 4.40 m. in width—too wide to be part of a (bmr ilireshuid; morcover, il i.s too 
lou' in lc\'cl. Il is aJso too low to conespond with the original Hoor of the basilica, which is knowm 
irom ihc brick stylobate of the norlli eoionnade to have bcen not more than 0.90 m. below present 
Iloor Icvel. In short, the iravcrtinc paving slabs do nc»l seem to bclong to the church pioper; the 
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section which is seen in the foundations of the rasi wall niay |N’Thaps Ite explained as briimgiiig Io 
the narthex outside the rasi wall, whii h was stili seen h\ Paiivinio 

The Srr\'iaii founilalion hhx ks ure nnt limilrti to ilir rasi wall of llir nave. They continue iu 
ihc soiith wall and cxlcnd wcst for a sirrtch of over four mrters, ovrrsailing here iimj one of the upui 
reluulatum walls of the cailier of the Komaii layrrs. The southetui comer, wherc the loiindaiions 
of the South Wall of thr nave ainl the fa(,adr woiild have inrt, is a*, present not acccssiblr. but the 
walls are obvioirsly of the same makr. Oii ihe othrr hand, briow thr north wall of ihc nave, ihc 
brick stylobate continues to the iiorthrast comer of ihc fa«;adc hg. 2i;t;. 


* Pailvinio, au. nf.. t C| •* V Xuawu AaM mU tt .Hr »rr »n4rbied Ui l*t«ieriBur \ukhMm <^Mn|iafUi Imr km Wlf 
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CORPUS B.ASII.If-ARUM CHRISTIANARUM ROUAr 

The <Miicr waJ) of ihc «miili aisJe has not been identiTicd. \V'c prcMimr i'f stood in Jinc M'ilh 
ihr siHidi side of the mitdem sacj-isiy. So far onl>- onr ancient fcaturc Jias been discovered rnibcd- 
tlecl in iJiis waiJ; a sinaH colomii sbafi ofwhite marbtc surmountcd by an Ionie capilal and, aUive. a 
wTsIgc-sIiapcd impoit block wiiJi a Icw linVJu of the arch wliiVIi ii onre supported (lig. ■^•^4). The 
springifig of the arch is oniy 3.0 m. above floor Irvel. and il seems to be tlie rrinains of some sniall 
animi <>{>ening whirh oncc exisicd in this flank of ihe south aisle. Tlie impost bloelc is of u type 
iniouTi in fonrth centiiry Roinan churches*; bin 
ihc type may wcll have been rommon stili in the 
fifth cciiiury. In any eveiit, the blocJc al S. Susan- 
na is obviniisly bniken and in secotid use and llic 
brickwork above it is tnedievaf. 

The masonry which seaJs the original openings 
in the north side ivall of the nave generally con- 
sisls of rough tufa bliHks wth occasional briik 
fourses and other fragments of bticksvork inserted 
in the intentices of the tufa*. In aridition, half 
piers buiit of fincr riibble, faced wiih brii k and 
pmjeeftng out into the area of the aisle, were 
added to the b/ocking masonry in wallijig up the 
ground floor arrades. Clearly visiblc on plioto- 
grapiis takcn in 1938 (fig. 213), these half picis 
corresponded to the third rolumn and fourtli ar- 
cade, the scveiith arrade, and the tenlh arcade and 
column. The latfcr tuo survive in the urst and 
fig. »24- S. SiuAiina. Wall ot' south aisle, shrm-inK cast ualls of the north rhapei, vvhrrc they rarry 
column and «pnngJiiK «jf arrh ^ ^ ^ 

rfhcving airchrs 216 a, 6; 2ij}. 

V\hile bofh the north and south projerting 
rhapeis are at present rcttangular in pJan, at least the north rhapei uas seen in 1938 to have 
been forrnerly apsed. The apse opetiing is scaJed up by a flat biirk wall; biit the rtiugh wall 
faces Ulitcl^ untiJ 1938, appeaied on earh side of the roundhcaded blocking walJ uerc the corc 
of the origmal apse wall; they were sliced away to iiiake room for adjaeciU buiJditigs. Ou,- 
photo^aph ,:fig 2,2 A; depicL, the north side of the c hurcl. befon- this mutila,ion tnok place 

We rotrjf 

a tv-^T . r ' " sulistantial stone tptoins - 

a type ol tnasoni) whitli was common in the fiAeenth century. 
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I. SUSANNA 


F. RFCIO.NS I Rl trnON 

The fcvrral staRCi throiigh which these builditiKs have evnlved can be lirictly tuintnari/ed. 

I. Aniecrclent buildings 

OriRinally the site was Ixiundcd to the ues, by the Rrpubtiian «ily wall; in tlic railirsi prii.Kl, 
the hoiisr or houses which skmmI jus, inside the wall wen- nririitcd in i (iiirnriniiy with il. I his wall 
an<l ilB drjwiidriit huuscf were siibsrquriitly drinoltslied i<i make way fni ncw buihIiiiKs, sc, at an 
angie to the oriRinal layoul. Ilowevrr, the two domas, of lim and rasly secuiul irntury dair 
respcclively, whirh sncceasively orciipled the arca of S. Sutanna are uulsiitr the siopr ol our in- 
vestigations, and iheii rrmains are loei Munty for any scrioiis aitrmpl a, vtsnalifing tlirir oiiRinal 
pians. 


2. The basiilicR 

On the other hand, within the walls of the pieseni t hun h, the inrr of a linge Iuli whii h rrpl.ued 
the second domui sursives to a roiisidrrable extern in ihr wall nf the a|Me to iis fiill tieight, in 
Ihc fianking walU of the nave with iheir ihtee suprtimpnsed lien of nprnings, and in the hriik 
.stylobate of Ihe north wall of the nave. AII these parts, wiih ilic cxi rptinn of thr latr, bliukiiig nl 
the ajirrtnres, arc bnndcd togethrr, iin liiding the curved buiiirss at tlir nortliwrsl lomrr of ilir 
nave. They arc iiniformly buill orcuricrcie, fai ed with excellent new brick; and iliey are ..msiruc,- 
ctl with great care, inrliiding the radially laid vomuuiin of the itiree ticrs aml thr biitk stylobate 
of the risiiig wall. OnIy thr roundationi of the ra(,'atlr in iheir soulhrtn iwn thitds, which siiivive 
briow Madcriio s fa(;ade, do no, app.steiilly form par, of this liall bul Isrlung to a lalrr irbnililiiig. 

In attempting to present a graphic reconstrui lion of this building, the lirst iinprrssion onr 
gaiiis is of a siiigle-navrd apsed hall wilh tianks pirrced l>y two supeiimposrd rows «if winilnws 
over a blank slreieh of wall, thus rccalling ihc (Uinsianiiniaii Sedti JudUttie ai 'l iir, rriii|iiing 
though it is, however, this rrronstruclion muti lie diwatdrcl. The leplacrmrnt of ilir blaitk iirriih 
of Wall by arcadc.s, whilc pcmiblr, wuuid l>r dillu uli; furtltermorr, the arc lies of tlu-sr an ades 
are cxacily likc ihose of the upper two tirrt of apertures; the row ol br.n kc-is briwreii thr trinnil 
.ind the third lier is part of thr origiiial coiuirucTiun; the Kar of a wall broken oli al ihr rdge of the 
curved biittrr.ts reaclirs 10 thr full hcight of the second lier of ripenings, ilnis luggrsiing thr leai 
wall of an aisle, buiit to ihal Icvcl and paiallrl lo the nave; litially, the dilirrmi sizes oS llu: oi>en- 
ings iii the scrond and the third tier suggesis that they srrsed dilierrni fuiiciions. (kjruideriiig 
ali these faelors, oiic mus, rnnclude ihal the building can <»iily liavc liern a basilica contisiing of 
nave and aitirs with galirrirt above the laller. 

I hc basilica htis the samc oricnlaiion as thr sreoiid Romaii domui and inay make use of tome 
of the prereding walli in its foiindatioiis, but iliis is not ceriain. It was 35.V> m. ito R. ft.,i 
long and liad a nave 13.^1 m. ,45 R. ft.; widc. Coloimadcs, carli of Iwelve colurnus with 
ihirtcen archrs as they survive in tlie lowett tier ofoprnings aiong the north llank of the present 
churcli separated the nave frtirn ilic aisica and supported the up|irr storiea. The gallrncs in>«ied 
onio the nave ihroiigh thirteen archrd openings altcniaiiiig witli reeuiigulai pters; boih opcnings 
and piers are almost iniac, in ihc second tier of the present nave wall. Tlic galirry rexifs rested on 
stoiie brackets buiit into ihe piers above the Icvcl of the galicry arthn. Ab<*vc these rools rose the 
clcreslorcy walls, cach with thirteen rouiiddieadecJ Windows, as srm in the stili vUible third lier. 
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T?ic toiAl hcigh, of cfic clfj^lonr «al/ is t6.?o m.. .ouRhly 55 ••h«vr il.r stylobate <>f ilic 

navr coJoiinaifc, rhr sitlobai.- bcinp takrii Io rcprrsout ihr ap}.ri>xin.alr JcvcJ ofthe original basilica 
floor. The original ivblili ol ihc aisics in this iirsi bitsilica caiinot bc determined, and Ibey may 
havr bcCTi finite namm. Infleecl, the oHter wall of the north aisie may liave rested on a wall of 
the sornnil Roman Aiwas ivhieh nas seen in t<)-j8 runninfr rougbly aliirig the eeiiltr axLs of the later 
north aide oi the basilica after its remodeiing pl. XV). NolhiiiK is kiii.nn re«ardinR the fatjade of 
the ortginal nave CAcepi it* positinn, marked by liic end pier of the iiortli nave rolonnadc as it was 
serii in I«138 fpls. X\'. X\ I; liR. aifi Mi rdgcl. 


3 . Carolingian rebuiiding 

'Illis finit basilica scems Io liavc sulfcred considcrable dnmage at «iine time, whetlier througb 
fiie or eartlMjualcc is tiol knoun. AppareiilJy llic soulheasl sector of the nave suflered in particular, 
as iridicaled by the bulfic in 'he south ilerestorey waii starting bctwecn the fourlJi and fifth of (lie 
original uindous and coriiinuinR toward the fiivadc. Indecd, tlic original fafade of the iiixl ba¬ 
silica may have colIai>srd, ncccssitaimg a major rebuilding which involved ciiher the Ibuiidatioiis 
or indced the entirr fa<;adc, a shori sireteh of the foundations of the south ivali ofthe nave, and ihc 
emire north ais/c. The new paris atr cbaracterizcd b) the use in the foundation walls of blocks 
pilfered frorii ilie Servtan wall sviiJi bitcks snifferl inio the intrnuires. The side walls of ihc nave 
and the wall of rlie apse apparenti) reniaiiieti uiicliangcd, whilc ihc north atslc was given the 
widih ulmfi it rciaiiicd untii the late fifteenth century 4.(>o lo 4.70 in., ruuglily oiie tliitd the 
width ofthe nave. Its foundation wall to the north was well prcservrd in 1938, as was the aislc wall 
rising fmm iheie foiindatiuiis rTigs. 215; 21611, b). Rui, uiilikc (hc rouiidation wall, this aislc wall 
was clearly tioi of a Carolingian type; rather it w'a.s a medieval construccionh No rrare of the aislc 
waii of the first, or Ctuxjliiigiaii, rebuiltliiij; had appateiitJ) sui vived above louiidaiiun levcl in 
1938. On rhe oiher hand it scems that the gailertes abnve the ai.sics wcre iciaincd in the rebuildiiig, 
thus leaving unchaiigcd the ovcrall pJan of the building e.\tcpt perhaps for ihc width of the aisles. 
Ir also scems possiblc that in ihe toiirse of rebuildiiig a crypt wa.s inserted into the apse. A 
confessio exisfrd bclow rhr high altar uniil 1595, slicltering the insrrtption which had possibly 
given rise to the fictitioiis family irec presenled in the Pojsm Suyannae*. Whether or not this confessio 
was appruached by, the rorridors of an annular cTypt cannot be asrercaincd, but it is vei y possible 
in vic» of the Caiolingian date of ihc firtt rebuilding^. Ccrtainly the tnosaic wliich decoraicd ihe 
apse uniil 1595 helonged to tJiLs fiist cehuilding campaign, 


4. Medieval rcbuilding 

A second remodeling appears to have taken piat r in the couise of the high Middie Ages, pre- 
sumably in the iwrlfih century. Its oiily rclic is the wall of the north aislc. It was dcstroycd in 
1938. but the cvidence then observed makes it ciear that the wall was nol conietnporancous vvilli 
the Carolingian foundation on whicli it rc.stcd but siMJWcd the masonry tcchnique of tweifih century 
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Roinr. Tlm-r oiher elemems may also date from this second inedirvnl rrbnitding-. the tloor of lUe 
navr, possibly apu3 rfrmimtalum i inlanmtuia) , which was vUible in fcagniciits nniil i Vt5'; » ehan- 
cel screcn, mentioned by Piinvinin*, the foundation of which was secn in 1938 running aemm the 
arca of ihc north aislr; and the narthex, fragmems of which snivivetl untii the late tixircnlh trn- 
turyLaslly, ibr colunin and arch which have brrn uiirovrreti in the wall of ihr touth aislr 
(fig. 224) are presiimably pari of this second remoilrling, suggniing llwl iluring this period ihc 
South aislc or part of it c unimutiicaied ilirough one or uvore arvhes wiih an adjoiniiig are.v. 


5. Fifteenth century rebuilding 



Fig. 225. S. Sijunna. Fra Sauli, fa^ade 


A third rebuildiiig rrtiucrd the basilica to a singlr nave 
' lig. 29j) *. The aiiles and galicries were abanduncd; the 
lirst and second tier of oprnings in the navr wall wrre 
blocked wiih roiigti nibitie masonry; the rnhimru which niigi- 
nally supporied the arrades of the limi lier wcre cither rc- 
moved or enclosed in the blocking masunry, and thr bhu-king 
masonry was given buitrcss-like pmjcctioiu at the third co- 
lumn .vnd foiirlh arcade, the seventh arcade, and the lenlh 
arcade and column. At ihc same time some of the clercstorcy 
Windows wcre closrd and a few of ihem were eiilargcd. We 
also asaign to this stage the huiUling of the tranirpial side 
chapels, which occupy port of ihc former abies. Thr nortii 
chapcl was ccrtainly apsed, and ti is likcly that the south 
cliapcl was too, thus givtug the impiessinn of a trcfuil 
chaiicel. 


6. Baroque remodcling 

Finally, in a fourtli and last stage, the church took ita present form. The harocpie litgadc was 
buill faring Via XX Scllcmbrc (ilicn Siratla Pia); new rcclangular Windows were hrokrii in the 
walls of both the east and wesl clcrcslorrys; in the interior, a iriumphal arch was buill scparaiitig 
thr nave from the chaitccl; umamcntal piers wcre placed againsl the side walls of ihr nave; and 
a coirerccl cciling was inserted. The apses in the side cliapcis wcre suppressed, the inaiti apse was 
rcdccoralcti, and the wholc interior was rcclothcd with painiiiigs and siuccoes characieristic of 
ihe last ycar.s of the sixteeiith and the first years of ihc sevcnlcciilh century ifigs. atu, aii)- 
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C ORPl!» BASIUrARl M CHRIHIlANARUM ROMAB 


G. CHRO\ni.(K;Y 

I. The Roman domus 

Thr dalc of thr ronsirueiion of fhe two Roman Jomus whif h conseouivcly oecupicd tlie *ilc 
ofS. Smajuia and ihc arra immediarely (o fhc noilh can bc delcmiiiird oniy l>y iheii buildiii^ teth- 
niquci. Based on ihis evidenee the carJiei wJiirh stonds obJiqiiely to the axi* of Ilie chiirch, 

appearx lo date fpT.m ihc ihiixl quarter of ihe first ccril.iry A. D. The whitc-speckJed blat k ino- 
*aic pa*-emmi, as well a* Ihc reliciilate walls wilh brick quoins, litui paral/eU in Pompeian houses 
of rhe ihird siyleThe *<vx>nd afemtir. tvliosc axial system coincides wth thai of ihe cinircli, 
may tvell daic from ihc hnl ihirti of ihe second century, despile Che eoaiwness of the rcliculate 
rmjdoyed. 


2. The chupch 

Hiihcno, ihc basilica wliich fame lo occupy ihc site of ihr sccond domus, and whidi was uii- 
foxrrcd in 193», sccmcd lo br unusualJy wcll dalod. The explirit dcscriprion given by the AiVr 
Ihntifkalis of ihc u-ori undcriaken by Leo III appearcd 10 prove inconieovertibly that ihc entire 
struciurr inr/uding its nase, aislfs, gallerics and apse was buill duiing I.co’$ pontificale, 795 lo 
814. The inscriprion bclow ihe apse mosaif and the figures of Leo III and Charlcrnagne in ihe 
motair seemed lo corroborate the date of eonsinicrion, and the positinn of the aceount in Lcd’s 
biography appearvd lo suggen more prcciseh' the years prior to 800. Furiher documentary c\'i- 
dcnce seenicd 10 pmvide a Urmintu pv)l qutm in the aecount of the Pa.uio Susannat, the author of 
which stili saw in ihe sisiii century iwo adjoining Jomur on ihc site, one containiiig the tvbitvlum 
afSaint Susanna. Sirong as it wiis, llus inass of dociimcntary proof sccmcd to bc further strength- 
cned ivhcn in 1938 to 1939 the original basilira was unrovrrcd within the w’alls and north of the 
sixieeiitii century na\e. The presence of gallerics in a church tn/ra, not exirit moenia sccmcd to find 
its clnscst parallcls in the church of S. Maria iu Cosnicdin as icniodclcd by Hadrian 1, Leo's pred- 
cccssor*. Also, the Seniaii blocks found in the louiidaliuiis of llie nave fa^ade, of the adjoining 
sliori stietcb of ihc soulh wall of the nave, and of tlic norlh aisle wall pointed unmistakably to a 
daic in tlic late eighlh or tJic iiinth ceiiiuries 

Howcccr, a number of clemeiits of a teclmical nature militate against assigning so late a date to 
the huilding in iu enlirety. The nairowncss of the brirk beds, from 16 to 23 mm., and the mod¬ 
ulus of the coursing, 3% or 5 bntks and an equal number of mortar beds per Roman foot, 
prove liitic cither for or against a Carolingian date of constructioii. On the other hand, no buil- 
ding in Ronie of the righth or ninth century shows brickwork as rcgular as ihat used in Ihc apse 
and nave waJls of S. Susanna. On the contrar)', ihc siruclures of tlie Carolingian jicriod, from the 
pontifaate of Hadrian I (772-795) to that of Leo I\' {847-855), are uniformly marked by un- 
dulating brick courses, by u alls bulgiug out of the plumb line, and by mortar beds of constantly 
varying thickness. S. Anastasia, S. CcriJia, S. Fraiiccsca Romana (S. Maria Xuova), S. Maria 
in Cusmedin, S. Maria in Domnica, S. Mariino ai Monti, SS. Nereo cd Achilleo, S. Prassede, 
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uiiil S. Stefnno dcgli Abruiiii aie well-clalcd cxamplr»', and in none of ihrm do we find ihc amcMiih, 
even coursing whic-h iiiarks ihc nave walls of S. Siji.anna. Nowlierc in ihc rigliih and ninil» cen- 
luiics arc the brick* ao uiuformly ncw; nowlicre are arches laid oul wilh *uch hraulirul btpcdal* 
in onc singlc riiig of vousaoirs placcd perfcclly rudially and Ihus vatlly dillrrcnl from ihe arches 
found in Ihc eiglilh and niiilh century churthe» li«lcd, where invariabty the Windows are spannrd 
by doiiblc voussoirs i i>m|>o*ed of brick* of diflcrenl lenglh, lupha/ardly colircird and placcd wiih- 
oul ever acliicving consislcnl radialily. Nowhcrc in rarnlingian lime» i* ihe moriar ever struik 
off in cluuble facets. And nowhcrc in Carolingian consirm liim in Roinr U ihcre knnwn, «1 far, 
a brick slylobalc like llie onc whieh carries ihc righl wall of ihc nave of S. Susanna wilh lu triple 
der of opetiing». Indccd, ihc cansiruclion icchniquc of S. Susanna, inchiding ihc doulilc faccling 
ofthe mortar joinis in the .'irchcs, find* iis closest parallcls in Roman huilding* of ihc late ihird and 
Ihc fourili cc.iilurics; S. Balbiiia; ihe loggia of ihe .ilatio AnnoHiJf incAirporuird into llie from pari 
of S. Maria in Cosmedin; ihe great hall buill inio ihc convrnt of S. Lucia in Seh is*. Rvcii ihc 
wcdge-shapcd imposi hiock used in llie wall of the »oulh aiilc luggesl* ihal it originally camc from 
a fourth or fifili ceniiiry huilding. Basixl on ihc teclmical fcaiurc* alonr, one woiild noi hcsiiate 
to assign the nave wall and the ap*c of S. Susanna to ihe fouiili i cntury, uiilcss, ihal l», onc were 
to mainlaiii that the workmeii of Leo III carcfully imilatcd all ihc teclmical Icaiurc* of Uiurllt 
century builders — a mo»l unlikcly hyTHUhesis. To be »urc, ihU foiirlh ceniury slruciurc 
at S. Susaiiiia iiccd not have becii buill a» a church. It miglii wcll have bren a sccular basilica 
belonging to one of the many rfomm in ihc sixth region, the Alia Seimla. Nor pcrha|i», givrn 
the scarcity of our knowlcdgc of fourth century sccular huilding in Rome, slimild wc bc uiidiily 
disturbed by the appearaiuc of a sccular basilica with aisle», gallerics and ihoiigh olhrt- 

wisc unknown. Morcover, ihc rcfercnrc of ihc Marlyro/ogium Ihtmnymianum lo the iwii iliinjii.i 
docs not militate against this liypothcsis, nor docs the ipccilic claboiatioii of the Ptuiio Suionnar 
whieh assigns one of the houses lo Pope fiaius, the other to Gavinui, and locales in tlic lanci 
the cubicuium of Susanna. Tlie fiflh and sixth century compiler* couid iiulccd have »ccu iwo 
domus on the site, or near each other, one incorporating ihc basilica (and liciue in iheir eyes 
the dumus of Gaiu»), ihc other shritering ihc cubUuium of tlic lainl, al ihcir time perhaps an oraiory*. 

a) The first rebhii.dinq 

The suggestion of a fourth century date »ccms lo Ije widcly at variante willi the doi umeiiiary 
evidcncc whieh appears to aliribuic the entire church lo the huilding aclivity of la;o III. llowcver, 


> Scf «Im»», VoI. I. pp. 5*. 107. au» I.; Vul. II, pp. »IJ: Viil. III. pp. i«V 14». «lll- l***!"'» •'•«I* 

P igG r. ttiiii t-iov*Niw«*, •' La Oiiwi» di S*ii iMcfuif* Mimiwm", !SSm. /W. AttaS. 4 » !?■ 

■ S« «Ixivr. VoI. I. p. 87 f., VoI. II, pp. iM r.. tUB. W. Iwl omved al Ui» «owlo ino al a l.wr.». rnutiy dalr t«« l 
ai ■<|l>Si':i Aial *n boppv (a (iiiil il confinuiMl by ih» liwlias* al AFaiuiaj Giisni, <>!•. P' ^ htlrtt Iwin ihru 
wf caiiiAii iigiae wiib Apolkipj Ghcliri umcliuimi iritattlinf a iin«h «otury «boe lar ihc ap* »r«J upper part ol (h* «« 
IO Ihc atwl the wal aiile. 

» Scr rtbovc. digi. ca. VI «Mury. CrcchcHi 1 A*MM.twi.Ciicaiin 4 .i. CW. p. 14SU f ' hw pinputtA Mkfitif>ifi« < 
wilh a srtMip of Romam niii» ajniowlr S. Suiaaiu anii nr»r ihr uwDWailh «nlary «Jwich of » Goo Tb» raia.. *«■«<! 
vmre rtAv.ilr .1 01 Iht l»»l d««ik of «bc iiiaciccnlh imlury. iTouaiarr.. Ilrlla rolunaa dciai <li Rnoo. IV «ull Ea^ailii 
{•aitjJ. p. 7 Ji CArMii*A«i. "IWIc «oiicrle aichcolosichr av«cflulc per I» r 
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t/tiicr rrittling of eJii» cndonrr, ai icl forth in l.co’s biop-aphy and in his dedicatory inscriplion •. 
jdfnns for a dillcrcnr inicrpretasion, 

Tite couri bin^rapher nf ihe pope would obviously strfss thr achirvrnsrnts of his papni masirr. 
But in JisiiiiR ihcsc, hr icfrains fmni spccifyinp thal ihc cliurch was buill a funiiamenlU. H«- oniy 
sfa»«, quito maner ottacOy : an old buiiding oaisicd, but it was “ irreitn oinstmclui ", prcsiimably 
mcaning «o<> narrow nilhcr than too short *; it Wiis rna<lr witlor ' in nm/ilnm targarit" ; iho 
foundalitMi (or a foundation} was mado ancw, "namUr", obvioiuty supfosting, liko tlio jirococU 
ing siafomcnts, ibe oxistcnco of an oldcr building; a lorracc was lovoloti — ihis i» llio fintt iinoloar 
stairanent and the church u-as buill. Its apso was dcroraicd witJi a niosaic and iho gallorios 
«erf " mirifirn ”, but whofhor lobuilt or noH-Iy adtiod lomains open. Agaiiuu suoh iporifu- *lalc- 
monu, tho cxprrwion " a /wdammtit erigens " in I.ooN itiarripiion bolow his imisaio uppoars but 
a palo formula of ruriai courtesy. Thus ihc documontary Iratlilion doo* not netossarily contradict 
tho archosilogicaJ «rvidonro, and a new inlorpiriaiion of the documonts bocomes possiblc in confomt- 
it>' with tho lattcr, ntughly aJong the following linos. An oldor building oooupird tho site prior 
to tho dmo of Lett 111, and this oldor building was a basilica with aislos and gallorios, albeit thal 
thesc lallor wcre narrowor than those of Leo III. 'l'his firsi basilica had apparonlly fallon into 
disropair {"asorrwra/**; “/e/r» exuUns loet”) and appoarcd narrow i“ brtviUr nnstrueluj"; " roanguilo 
/oa oiihor bocauso aislo-i and gallcrics w'cro narrow lo start svith or bocausc thoy had collaptcd 
«iid, as a resuit, tho nave arcades had becn blocked. Honco, Ihc oldcr basilica wns repaired and 
in part rcbuilt by Leo III: the fat,ado was rofounded; the gallcrics wcre rcconsiructod; and the 
entire church received a spleiidid new dccoration. 

Tlio arrheological cvidcnce conlirms the h>pothesis of a mere rcbuilding undor I.eo III. Whilc 
the iiorih waJI of the nave in iu entirety {figs. ai9, a, i; 9iB), the apso (fig. aa^) and tho entire south 
wali of the nave aro buiJt in fuurih ceiitur)' technique, the rouiidaiioii vvalis bonoath thr fagadr, 
tho adjoiiiing short scrclch of the Jcft nave wall and the otilirc fuundatioii ss'all of the nonh aislr shovv 
the (ecluiique ciisiomar)’ in Roman building from thr late cighth through the middle of the iiiiith 
ccntur>': blorks looted from the Scrvi.in wall with bricJt patchrs filling the iiitonilices (ligs. ai6 a, i). 
These paru of tlic Ibundation walls, then, wcre apparcntly eidicr rcbuilt or reinforred under Leo 
III. V\ hcre thc>’ wcre buiit or rebiiili cntircly, thr svall.s carricd by these fouiidatiuiis wore presum- 
ably also buiJt tx nava, and wo assume this was the case of the wall of the north aisic and of the 
fafade. In other piares, howcvcr, the origiiial foundations wore upparently simply reinforred by 
the builden of Leo III, and in this case the original upper walls couid be preseivcd. This, sve 
brlirvc, happened at the east ctid of the .south nave wall near the fa^ade, where llie original clere- 
ftorey wall sursivrs above a streteh of seeiiiingly Leonine foundation wall; the lattcr bciiig presutti- 
ably an original foundation svall strengtbeued under Leo IJI by a lining of ScrsHan blocks. How¬ 
cvcr, none of the rising walls of Leo IIPs building cainpaign sum‘vr; his fa^ade has disappeared, 
and thr wall of the north aisic was appareutiy rcplaced in a thoroiigh rcbuilding of ihe church 
during the high Middle Ages. 

bj Th». SFCOND lt£Bl'ILX>i.N(: 

tvidcnre of this niedies'al rrbuilding w'as supplicd by the wall of the north ai.slr, which couid 
be siudird for a sliorf time in 1938 (fig. 215). This wall, intleed, did not show the marks of Caro- 
lingian building technique. The roiirsing is regular, the mortar beds quite even; at first glancc 


' Ser ahvw. dig. TJIS-ttit- 
• Ser atuve. p. as6, B. 3, 



it icems Iu roAi-mltle the noill. n«.,k ut ilic fouith rrntury nave. CUnct siudy torre, u ilus lirtt 
impressiriii. 'I hc brick» wejv nol new, but obvinutly atl in tetond uie, many being t.mkeii. More- 
over, the wall was not buill of coiirn-le faccd with briok; il was. as to.dd bc srrn ii« iivjB, of utliil 
briikwork — a cliarartcruti. neiiher ..f f.Minh, nor of eiRhib ur nintb ceniury tonunittUin. but 
lypit al for bigh medieval building in Rome. Ilei.te, llir wati was appannily rcbuilt in tlir .•leve.ub 
or Iwclfth ccnlurirs .m Ihc Carolingian foundation alter the aisie wull irhuilt by l.<o 111 b..d 
rollapscd. The small irrnmint of an an adr in ilie nuter wall of thr «nuih aisie whldt turvlvcs in 
ihc wall of the present sacrUly (fig. 2241 likrwise ap|M ani lo date fnim this pcrUid. and we tuggesi 
the sanie date for soinc other clements recoided by Ugnnin and Paiivinio: the narthex .irross ihc 
facade; an opus eermuulalum Ihnir in the nave; and finally, a chancel sriren whith liaverscd nave 
and aisles. 


c) The Tiiian ani> pocuth atuuiuiiNtis 

The ihird rrhiiilding of the church, which Icft otily the nave, with iwo ttaniir|iial chaprls 
.-ind a vaull oc-er thr sanctuary added, is firinly diitc.l. Iiiscripiions oti the main |Miilal .md nn 
the chancel arch, rccordcd in ihc sixieenih cciitury, gavr the year» 1471^ and 1477, rcs|iriilvcly, 
as die lime cif coiislructiun. The sixtceuth rctiiury aniiquarians fnim Pra Mariano to Dgouio 
conhrm ihc rcmodcling of ihe rhurcli under .Sixtus IV*. Finally the cliaraiirrUticx of this irinud- 
eling find their counterpart in other strurlurea crrrled by Sixlus IV: ihe limiuiiun of tlir liuilding 
lo Ihc nave oiily, as in -S. Paiicraziu and S. Sisto Vfxxhio*; and tlu* ircfoil plan of the cliancrl, os 
suggcsiMl by the .aiwcil iransrpial chapeU in S. AgrHiino and S. Maria dei Fopolo*. Similarly 
the Iasi remodrling and redecoralion, litiaiiccd by Cardinal Rusthucci and rxirnding from ly)-) 
to 1603, is firmiy dated by coMieni|Kjrary reporis and by the iiuaripiinii on Mudern.fs fai,a.lr‘. 


H. H ISTO RICAI. POSITION 

Atl cvalualiuii of the placc of S. Susanna in the framcwork of Larly Christian .uid carly medieval 
architerture in Rome depriuLs lo a large degree on the date assignrd 10 ihc turviviiig «ire of the 
present structure. If this cure, romposed of a nave ilatiked by aisles and galirrirs and irrniiiiatrd 
by a scmirircular apse, was as we think erretcd in tlic fourth ceniury as a liugr piivair. hasilira, 
it thruws new light on the character and range of sccular building at the nid ol the classiral periud. 
Basilicas with aisles and galleries, both cuintnunicatiiig widi the nave ihiough ari hed radu-r than 
trabeated colonnades, ore so far unknowii u> us in Roman arc.hiirciurc; iiidced, even Irabraird 
ba.silicas with galleries liecnmc rare aflrr the carly third ceniury. (hi the other haud, lite Irchiii- 
cui fcalures of the nucleus of the structure incorpurated inio the cliurch seetn Ut tu to poiiil lo a 
fourdt century date and to 110 other. Heiicc wc sec oursetves rom|>cilcd lo view tite original build- 
ing as a fiapax Itgpmtnon, so far unparallelcd but nol impoitible in fourth century archilccturc. 

The leappearaiicc of the saine building type in tlie remodrling of dve church under laro III 
is far less cxccptional. A counterpart is fuund in the church of SS. Nereo cd Achilleo near tiic ballu 
of Caracalla, a basilica with aisles and galleries, buiit ex now by laro 111, jtresumably loriie ycar» 


' &n xWiT, dii;. <473-1477. 
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aArr tbc rrbinldinK (WS. Susanna Onr t>r in'0 decade? befnre this Tcmodcliiii;, in the pontifiente 
of Hadiian 1. the upprr cbambers or galleriM of a sixcJi centurj' IialJ wcrr rriainrtl in the weatcrn 
ImJI of S. Afarta in Coumetlin Baiilicas with gallerir», ihen, were appArcntly an accepted fcaturc 
in Koman rhun ii building^ of the Js«» qnarirr of tlie cil^hth eentury. 

To ihe extent that ii ha» becn discuued, thu fcaiiire lia? thiu far been explaincd as llic transfer 
te dry churrhe? «f a building’ type of ConstaiiiinopoJitan origin which had penetrated Rome in the 
sixth eentury, primarity in caiacomb basilicas (S. Agnesc f. I. m., S. I.orenx» f. 1. rn. and presum- 
abh Sii. \ern> «1 .Acliillco in the lAomitiJla catacomb) ’ and oniy occasionall)' inside the rity, 
for instancr in the diaconia hall of S, Alaria in Cosmriliii. The present interpretatinn <if tbc origi- 
nal gRlleried basilka at S. Susanna as a fourih eentury sirurture of serular character adds a Rninan 
mot tu the ll>'zantine one wiihoiii invalidaling ilic latirr. 


S« tbmf \'ot I, f. •«; V.I. II, |i. ^ f.; Vul. III, p. 151 f. Rr^nlinc ihc pimvniilicr (R Ihe l>i>e rioen Conniniinofile (St. 
■tihe SiiiiSiiM. OHftppfAiMK «hurch, eaii m iramln lu itie tVen, scc a1m> KjcAtSHeieu,K, *' The Curalinaian Krri»^ nt Eerly (.tirieinn 
MIUR' . An R iR aa m tiM»'- p. 1 (lena penimhHrp. 3"- 


S. TEOUORO' 


(R. AtuiHitmir, S. CnhtH) 


S. Teniloio, at Ilie foiil of the Palatine Hili, bclow its Western clifl', is nol documcntctl prior to 
llie end nf the cighth eentury. At tlial time it is referred to twiec as heing nuighly in its present 
loeatinn, Ixilwecti SS. Closnia c namiano, S. Maria Antiqua and the Palatine, under ihc listing 
nd i-nn l/itadnrum ” Under laio III, prcsumably in 8oa nr 803, the " diumttm Agiuli Tlirodori" 
receis'es a textile aiiil in 8nt> a silver ciciwn, small, though not aniong ihr smallesi given to diate- 
nke^. An cqually small donalinn, a textile^ is made by Gregory IV (8a7-8.y,i} * *. l.aicr, the dia- 
tonia ia mentioned time and again a.s llie lille nf cardinaU “ diamnitu inneli Thtodori " from tbc 
tentli eentury on; Bcncdict (later pope Benedici VI, 973'974); Hcnricus, mentioned iiiR-tii9; 
Albertus, lietsvecn 1130 and 1143; Ardicionc, referred to in 1161, 1163, 1170; finally, in 1316, 
jnhannes CactaniNo soutx-e afte.r the. EiroidUnit specifically naines a ctiurch; bul, like other 
dittconiat, tltal of S. Tcodoro must have included an oratory or a churcb from the oulsetIn- 
dced, from the style and the iconogra[)hy of the mosaic in the ajjse of the present church’, it ia 
obvious ihat a cliurrh existcd at the time of the firsl refercncc to S. Teodoro and to the diaeanin 
intirli Thtadon at the end of the cighth and at the beginning of the nintb eentury, and ihat ihis church 
eonsiderably antedated the firsl dociimeniary refcrcnccs. Howcvcr, ihis old churrh, Io wivicli ihe. 
apac bclongcd and which liad survived either in its original state or in a partial mcdicvol rcbuilding, 
must have been in bad shape by the middic of the fifteenih eentury, Pope Nicholas V attcmplcd 
to restore it, bul U culUtpsed and hc rebuilt it, somewliat furtlicr back and slightiy siuuller*. A 


• Srlcnicil InlitHijiniplir: I-AUira, tMU 4 AliiMii lifUt liiu fi Ume, Vmirc. imB, c. Fulviu, L'anlUuii fi «uva, wI. Ci. SVmcci, 
Vroiw, ISSS, cr. 99, ujEv; PsANSlNI, Otnrilthnt fi Jttm nnlini t mfinu.... Knn>e, 11I4J, jl. JuH U Maxti»i:i.i.i. Jfcom « «rtw™ ««1., 

p. JII f ; roscniA. X. IH}}, [1. aitt fl.: XIII. 1B79. p rru (T.i Pisua, iw. P- 7:« T-l t-Axcwsi, -Ui un 

liiiiEiiiuieo dctla piania in.iiTiiiir» jrvrriaivi r»piiri»riii«nii: U ClOo «lella Vinoria c6 ii Vic» Tiuixi", fluU. tliii. 13 ;iWI>i:., p. un It; 
Dixiikoc, • .Noim sjr Is lopoRrapliir dc Rome su ini>>Tn-S(ie", <l‘aiiUif«(« #1 fitianin 3 liHOp, p. «sB; Ui mli 

i U tMT fii fiifu I, tHMMIfit dti iittti/taa(4uti *i * /hcw. 4, iB^;. pp. 71, ij(h 143 ff.; Dr Rwi, .WuwW, 1^. tue. 17, 

••S. Tcadom". p. 1 IT.; Srusriiim flHAUMi, "L» idcnufuafxmc lupuRraiira lUIIc ■llmim Ikwiianxian» rt agr,|ipuna' i»- 

glMir augullca". flull. CWm. m listll, p. i.lB ff.; Schnuuss tlRASIcu, "Genius horronum >Hiititxuniinin>". Htfi. fnm. 41 (10141. p. SJ Itl 
WiLfnBT, .Usiuilis', 1917. p. 1074; Daxtdis, "Gll Hwtira Agrippiaiv» 1: Ia duaxila di San Ttoduro". MM.Aitai. IJuti 17 (i(|i».p. 375 It; 
HtiiAi», «tW, 19U7. p, .iBij; I.KSTCiii.ov. "jUlminutralion de Rosnr n Hi«ni,n« du Vll‘ au IX* iRcU". «A.C. 7 ‘••jy;. P- '• 
(laeresficr ciled as tmvcsiiuY. •■Dmcmiei"): ti»i«>i:(is>iv., ilSuininary ol leclurei, /l.,1,G. 7 <isa»l. V- S'* lliemiflef al«l m Ixstosiiov, 
193U); F. Fasuxi aiiil O. FAsaio, "Son Tcodoro al Pnhlino”, FMjfi» J. 3 119411. p. iia IT,; Asii«m.i»iAJws:kmai, (.Idrii. pp. Ii4'i « . 
1460 ff.; Lici.i. ««UU a.ii,o, a »Al« tnxunvsUdr, Rnoie, 1946, p. IU3 IT.; Macsmia». SS. taiwa f Oamiau s S. r«uA»». Home. 1848; 
Nixnniux, 'IU itiioss Oiauniar. unpublishpd Ph. 1). dincriaikin. liiiuiuie uf fine Arti. New Yotk tluivcrury, I9(i« 'wiik a e/iroptele 
liililiusnplir unid igjo, p. 437 f!.); tnBAX. "X>rchciibsukunsi". njliilEj, p. aoj B.; WarnetoLoi. Krfim, 77. 
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fcn- payrnrtid for this rcbuiltl* 
iiig, apparently thc *croruJ 
campaign, dnlcd fmin 1453 
and 1.154 and cmit pming ma- 
«ont’ Work and gian Windows, 
liavr suivivcd: “ .V/«. ftWr» rfi 
ftiocnam U<t Varttt matstro di 
mam dt dart... per f/atU de! ta- 
pmro di mvth Thni4at\)\” "...fnr 
h» iatorv di tanto Todam [«ic j ri- 
/alto di ituopo...": "Ciutitaiuii di 
Aadrta da Finn^ir tht fa U fi- 
nestre dtl vtlto... per tre fintslre e 
mo oechio a fato nda eieta di 
sardo Teodaro,.."; " Bemardiao 
da Spoltto per... la porta disanto 
Todtro [sic] " *. This sccoiid 
building was apparcntly thc 
rouiid structure which stands 
to this day (figs. aa6, 227) 
and, inderd, thc arins of Nich- 
olas V and his initials arc 
sct imo thc two piers ol' tlic 
porrh which shcltcrs thc por¬ 
ta) of thc rotunda; in thc sev- 
cnlcenth century, his anns 
w'cre also sccti in lltc gable of 
thc porch and in thc interior 
on thc ke>'stone «f thc ribbed 
dotne *. This laltcr coat «f 
arms was again discovered 
thirty ycars ago ott t)ie key- 
stonc of thc nave vauJi*. Un¬ 
der Gregory XIII, a major 
rebuilditig scems tu have hecn 
no tracc of it remains, and no murce other thaii Ugoniu sustains this contention. 


Fijf. taj. S. Teodoro. Breenbrrgh, liov of S. Taxluro, ifniu-iBji 




On ibc other hand, a campaign of restoration undertaken in 1(342 to 1643 and financcd by 
Cardinal Francrsco Barberini is richly ducumented by a inunograph of Torrigio and by a leiiglliy 
poem by onc Srbastiano Vannini * 'I hc repairs on tJic structure conceiued primarily thc clcan- 
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ing of thc interior and thc rcbuilding of thc roof. In clfci ting thc laller, thc lilcd calrados of 
thc fiftccnth tcniury dome [fig. 227) was proleclcd by a iwo-slcp roof which left an air spwe 
above thc ccnicr of thc dome and below thc raised part of thc ncw roof; llie oclagonal wall canying 
this raised part opencd in cight oval «culi« (fig. 228). Inside thc apse. thc numiic was thomughly 
repaircd by U. B. Calandra*. A furlhcr major rcmodciing t»f thc church was undcrulicn in 1705 
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by Ocmcnt XI under ihc dircciion of CTarlo Foninna, wlw> liad planiird it sinet* 1703, It is reeord* 
cd in a »ct of dra«-injfs by him and his uorl^hop, in a dedieatory inseription of ihe pope and in 
coniejnponirs i^iidrbtNds *. The* rarth which fouched the buildinj,' in iJir renr, on tlie siope of tlie 
Palatine, and uhieh had accumulaird on the sides and in froni, [«m-ard \'ia S. Tcodoro, to as mueh 
as 2.go m. abosr the hficenth ceniury Irsel (ligs. aa;. aa8. aag) was duj? away; a dit. h was opened 



m the rcar and on the sitks, sceured by a bricJt uaJJ to protcet ihr church from Itum,dit)* (lig. 230) • 
m froni, a s^cmcular forecourt was faid ou, on the hftccnth erntury les ci and thus 2.90 m. bclow 
«rert iesei; fr^ned by a pair of tuy»-s,oricd cuned houses, it svas at t cssibJe by tsvo cursed fligi,ts 
«e^. A, the rcar, u, the nght hand romer brtsvccn the chanccl and mrunda, a sacristy was 
«n^rted. Fmall)-, ,he rhurch interior was modemized (fig. 23,); tb^ waJls werr articulatcd by 
p.lastcr «nps. temnnat.og in brackrts; the Windows and door, wete framed witli elegant proflies* 
d 0« the new p,Iaster order at the springing of the dotne; the rihs of the dome 

«/ .NKfaol« V were cosrrcd with broad volute bands; and all this wa.s done in stucco. Moreover. 

‘ from the sccond floo, of the house to the 

rl f the chancel and on lite transverse axis of the 
rotunda; and the «nusb of Clement XI wcre «:a..cred all ove. the interior. Later restoration cam- 
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paifpis, one in 1852, aiiothcr in ihe hfiia ol diis lenlurv wrrr i; . . 

.n this h.s, cantpaipt the Hghlernth cci.tury wcris.y vs«. rrmovrd • Thurd" »^"2« W clmc 
«lown ,0 ,1» more or lesi a» remotlelcd by Cario FtMiiana. “ 

The hisiory of tl.e church, and in par.Uular i,, rcbuilding under Nichola, N 
t« Ihe aniuptanans „f the six.ecnil, and scvenimih cen.uric.. Nexer,hrlc». „ 
part of ,he sixtccnili rentury, ,he opiriion look 
It among antiquarians and the grneral pub- 


, were wrll kixiwn 
caily as thr taitrr 


lic that Ihe rotunda s 


I antique tcntplr, 



cither of Faunus Quirinus, V'ulranuB or Ro- 
niuliis >, and «nly consecrated as a t-liurch 
cilhcr by Pope Kelia 111 (526-530) or by 
Tlirsulore I (640-649) *. This ntisconccptiun, 
obx-iously infiucncrd by Leone Ballista .Mberti’s 
tliesis regarding ,hc generally round shape of 
lemples *, stemmed from ihc belicf attested ,0 
by early sixieenth cctitury antiquarians lluii 
the rhurth occupied ihc site of a Roman Icm- 
plc The intcrpietaiion cf S. Tcodoro as a 
tcmplc reeonsccraied us a chureh has ocrasion- 
ally .survived «o our own day. Moreover, 
the situaiiori has nol becn hriped by the thesi», 
profleied more reeeritly, 10 the clTcet that 
S, Tcodoro wa* buik as a round rhurch i 
Early Christian times, possibly in the sevemth 
century*. None of thesc hypotheses is tciiablc. «»»»"1 

Certainly the rotunda proper date» in iis entirciy from ihc ume of Ni, holas V; only iltr apte 
with iis mosaic and perhaps pari of the chancel bay are of Early Christian date. Bui nowheie in 
ilic building is ihcrc the trace of a classical or late cUssical structure. 

Indced, exravatioru on tlie slopc of the Palatine Hili, just iiorih «d'and brhiiid S. Tcodoro, havr 
broiight to light ihc rcinains of a claaucal building. The north ciid of a rectangular |M)r,U'ocd « ourl- 
yard has bccii found, adjoiiiing to the north thr rear walls of the “ 1 emplum Divi Augusti ’ and 
of S. Maria Antiqua (figs. 232, 233). Row» of Uibtrnat niti along the north and ra*i lidrs of tlw* 
coiirtyard; but iis extensio,1, or indced, that of llic complex to whkh it Isrlungrd, souiliward lielow 
and possibly bcyond S. Tcodoro remains thu» far unkiiuwn^. Howcvei, fiom iiiKTiplions, ,he 


Fi^. 932. S. 


‘ I lir rAmpalgn of 1853. diwribnl in / 
toLO. (tf., |ik 119. 

• Uomio, w. of., Boib. lui. 1995. f, tjfi* (93»); Toumiha nl. R. ■«! ( 1 . 

• ««,. i}u ,r, 9&1; Ikuitin. IU. oC. f. 6«. 

• Albuuti, li> n «ayirufuna, VII. 4 ;K»rii. 1511, e. n. ili t|. 

• rACTio. iR. «t, e, «•; Ma. uo, U mbOaM Mtu diU 2l ffmo. V«.i«^ ijji. r. »; Tviv»». U 

• Lt-ou. .Vfawimnfi auiiiAi di Rma t MaurMi, I. Rame. 1931, p. 146; Imo. iR. iMfi, p. 

*‘ Kircfacnbuukuiul ", r »05 f. 

’ Ever unce ihr oouriyatd wut 6n( loculril und nrivuied. M h« bm IdeiiUlM uiih it 
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1'iucus and njHWiiir a umilof coniplea luiVed lo ihr namea uf ibr emperon Sepumim kverua and CaiacaUa 'f 
1911, p. lya ff.; bicM. «R. «il.. 1914. p. xj ff.; lUaToi.i. iR. dl, p. 373 ft; Umu. y. eiC. IJ91.1. p. iwll; li 
Howcivr, leoeeiily il luia bcM cooviiieinglt luMiMnl (Caiurriiai. Cucini. lluui and Catti, U fm 
leu. p. log n:; pl. 33) that tbc (ragmraa ilo niM ct 
nol Ilia virii liopc. of ihe Palatine, ne»» ihr Clivua Scauri and below S. CripanoL lience, the evcf-repenaed co 
pie» Ihe CTtiinil of the’ ihtre niuilynnb n no kinRe» icnabtr. 
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.^mplrx cin b,- idcn.incd as thr Horrra ARrippiana Vlor«,vrr, iu original paru, buiit of larRC mh 
blorL caii bc dalrd somc lime bc(««rn thr «id of thr Ri public and thr r.ilc of thr Flaviam; thus, 
it «as qu.tc pmsibfv foundrd by ARrippa. At a latrr ,Kiint. prrsun.ably ca. 200 A.D.. thr courtya.d 
was rrtiiodrlnl- an cn. lMurr «as rrrctrsi insidr, its rxtrrioi «ali aiticiilated by aii ordcr of stnall 
pilasirn- in thr cmtrr of thr rntlosutr a small «as plarcd, and it is h«x- tliat thr idrnii- 



S. Tcodoro. rian of church, Itorrta and lairr mmidclinc 


fytiig iiucription «as found, dcdirating thr saiictuary' to lite " genius H<)RREOR(um a)CRii>PiA- 
norlm; ” and, rast of thc rastrm row of cellae, on a highcr Icvcl up thr slopc of the hili, other 
itructurcs wcre added. AII thesc stniclures arc buiit in a brick techniqur roughly of thc time of the 
Scvcraii cinperors *. Finally, at a much later date, thc entirc enclosurc «as filled with small coii- 
itructioiis, some tabernae, others living quarters, onc a fouiicain Ali arc poorly buiit, of ofm 
lutatam, of brick or of tufelli only, vvith llieir «alis plac:cd direclly on thc original pavement of thc 
courtyarxl ‘fig. 234). Thcy have bcen daied in thc Middlc Ages*, but also in thc fourth and tn 
thc fifth * centuries. Sincc an insrription from a sanctuary' of thc Magna Mater was used as build- 
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itiR malr.riai* *, thcy r«tairdy cannoi dair prinr In 
thc late fourth ceniury. But ihis kind of poot ma- 
sonry is hard 10 locale in time, atiil thr rnnsimc- 
litms, ali or in part, may have bcen intlallrd just 
as well in the sUlh or srvrnih as in the fouith or 
fifth centuries. 

•S. Teodoru occupirs the soutii part of ifie rnurt- 
yard, and it ii poasiblc iluii a “ liitlr barrri vauli ” 
supposediy found bclovv thc a]iiir brbmgrd Io rmr 
of the lairrtiae iu iu casi niw*. Ho«ever, conirary 
to the opinioii inaintainrd by thr Fasolot and IV 
Rossi', «c cannot find in the rotunda itsclf any 
tracc of Roman or Early Christiaii tnasonry *. In- 
dred, iu «alis are buiit willi small, Imikni brtcki, 
probably antique spuib, laid in even, lurrizuntal 
coursrs with thr ortasional addilion of a fragment 
of marbie or tufa (ngi. 235a, b). Parts of tlie rx- 
temal wall face arc rcvccted in thin plaiter rrude- 
ly inciicd in imitation of folsa arlina. The qual- 
ity of thc masonry togellirr with thr fail ilial inany oprnings an- tniwned by |ioinied arrhrt 
icaves no doubl tfwl the rotunda ii cntirely of fifireuth rctuury date. Thr vaulint ptnt h, 
spanned by a tingie arch of radially sci bipeda! vouatnin, might srem to date Inum thc Ru. 
manrsquc period but for ili marblc kcystonc, cvidenily in lilu, chi whirh thc t haraclrriitic 
outiinc of Nicholas V's cariouchc is rctognizable allhougli llie sculpture lias bren drfaied. 
Briow, tvvo iniact shields of the same puiuiH have hem Ict inio tlir hrnWwtirk, liui as tlir.y 
arc not in situ thcy have no valuc as evidence of date, 

Al the rear of thc rotunda (fig. 236) ilie hfireiiih ceniury brickwrork projccis .-u a vving wall on 
ciiher side of the apse; thc brirkwork of thc wing wall bondi well with thai of thc rotunda, leaving 
littlc doubt thai the iwo arc coniemporaneous. The briik wing wall projrcts ahoui 1.5 m. from 
Uic rotunda wall, after which the brickwork reases in a vcrlical line, and its place is tak«i fijr an 
additiunal 1.5 in. by a wall of tufa rubblc ‘murv a tace») which apjirars to Itavr bcen buiit Iry fon¬ 
tana in thc constructiuii of his sarrUty. 

Howcver, iwo clcmcnts in thc chaticel of thc rhurch anlrdaie thc lillcenih ceniury. Ihe hrst 
is a brick arch, parlly masked by Fontana’s rubble wall, standing south ol thr apic and eluse lo 
its riirvcd wall (fig. 236). The arch spriiigs from an iiriknowii |joini which, lujwcvcr, coinrulcs 
roughly with thc soulhcast comer of the thanccl bay. 1 rom thrre ii sjirinics rast lowaid ifie vbpc 
of thc hili, with a diameter of approximately 3 m.; it rum parallcl willi, Inii alwut 2 m. south 
of thc axis of thc church. The arch u buiit of fairiy radially-sct bipedaU, aiwl it serms lo be « 
fraginenl of somc antecedent structure. It may date perliaps from the lilih ceniury, sime iu brick- 
Work recalls thai fouiiil in thc clcrrstorey walli of S. Maria Maggiore, S. Sabina or S. laireuso in 
Lucina ». The arch, ilicn, appean lo bclong 10 some structure, pi»sihly linkcd lo a rcmndebng 
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J -.h rhr ixial svstcm of thr Jattcr; and tt i* dcci<l«-<lly carlici than 
,hc A9mv», sincc il corrrtpnnds «iih chr ax.al »xtcni 

,hr ap.r of immcdiatcly Uchind thia arch and .«-pm, 1o bc 

The ap«- n thr s««nd rarl> e ^ ^ n,a,„„r>' 

anehorrd in «he xuppoi t fmm w iic »f brokcn brieks inlcrmingle<l witli occnsioiial iufttli. 

v.ry difleren. fn,^ ‘^arffic^l.Ioirby ihe .echnique of enna.n.cinn; d.c ncarex. analugy 

cle.cston>y ualls of S. Maria in Casrnedin (772-795) *. b«l .hu«n t 



„f a,aH,ury migh. bc cxpcr.cd .o occur in Roman building» of any date from ll.c Mxth lo the c.,h h 
century . i« « possiblr ihai iwo doo« opened in the wall of the apse»; but at pr«e„i they canno 
bc id^iificd. The mosaic in the ai«e vaolt, whilc repairrd in large part .n 1643 to 1644. »«> 
largeJv rctai,« i« original Earl> Chrisiian character in both iconography and *tylc. An cnthro..ed 
Chrirt b flanked by Sainu Peter and Paul, who introduce, respect.vcly, a t^arded sa.nt clad 
in a chUmys and a y-outl.ful *aint wearing a short lunic and offering a crown. The youthfui satnt» 
head u-as entirely. his figuro almost cr.mpleicly, restored iti the scvenlccnth century . Of the I^ao 
« inu. ihe onc mth Saint Feter may be Sainl Theodore of Amasaca; the other onc rou d bc 
eithor Saint Theodore tiro or Saint George The figures arc stilf and oniy slightly modeled; the 
beads aie narrow and stylized; and the eyes are cxtraordinarily large. Bul ihc ornaittcni at the 
bottom of the vault shows a fine, if stylized, tendrii desigti. They have been compared w.th the 
figures in the mosaic of SS. Cosma c Damiano, which dates from sab to 530; hencc a date near the 
middle of the xixth century has been prt.posed ». We incline toward a later date, either the latter 
part of the sixth century » or, preferably, the ycars around 600. This is also the date which we 
wouid likc to a»ign lo the building of the church of which the apse is thr Iasi surviving remnant. 
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Regarriing the plaii of llu», ihr orixinat «•hurth, iicxl Ui iioilunx 1» kiiowu. Strfunu drlflnrn- 
sura, one rer alls, naU-d Ihat the prcaeitl chuith wnt buill by Nictiolaa V aninrwhat lyeyond, mx (kho 
piii Id, thr limi hc liad begun. and ihat ihis firtl church of NichoU» u»ed thr otd tnnndaiiont, pre- 
sumuhly lluisc of tlie uriginal church'. Hence onc vyoiild asaumr ihi» origiual thnirh rxlriidrd 
into thf are.a of the prciem forecouri. Anoiher clue inny hr Riven hy dir arch wniih of ihe npae. 
The umisual ronjunction of ilie iwo rlrmcni» could bc cxplaiiicit if we wrre lo anpptiar lUal lUr an h 



was a member of an arcade which formcrly coiilinued wcsl, Crossing tlic arca of thr presnii ni- 
tnnda. If 10, the pre-existing arches niiglit have been adopted by the builders of the chuiclt as 
the right haud an ade of a small basilica (S.C.). But tt is equally possible ihat Ihrsr an luxi wcre 
walled up and ihat the church was therefore withoui aislcs, or for ihat maller Ibat the arcade iicvcr 
continued wesi of the onc sur%'iving arch. In short, the rlemrnis knuwn .nc iiisunicicnt for luiy 
definite suggestion. 

A date aboui 6 <ki for tlie building of tlic churrh woiild also coiniide wiili wliai is kiiown aboui 
the cslablishment of rfwromflc in Romr. Whilc such wclfarc cenicts are meinioiieil in .haumentary 
sources oulsidc Rome in the sixtli century in the Near Kast sime the lirsi Iwlf of the century; 
in Naplcs, Pesaro, and Ravenna under Gregory the Grcal iW(o*«»‘»4l <i>ruomar are 

referretl to by namc for the first lime in the late scvcnili century and ever iherearirr*. Ilowever, 
both documentary and arthcological evideme altest lo ihcir exisieiice in Romr also ,ss early as the 
sixth and the early scvcitih centuries though that namc is noi ycl used: in V.H* Gregory of lours 
refers to horrea rccleiiat cstablisherl in the city *, and these arc iiieniinnrd agaiii s|>riilitally under 
Pope Sahiniaiius (604-606) the “ Diacoiiia Hali " at S. Maria in tWnrilin. the corc of lliai 
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J i mtwmtt, W«1 buil» m>« tater thaJl 350*; and thr frrsc i» of »Kc Sfvcn Slccprrs in onr «tf ihe ccllae that 
coiapaie thr Jmttais of S. Maria in \'ia F.ala dalrs froni tlii* earjy scvcnth cc»i£ur>' • Tiic diannut 
ofS. Trtidoro, if atablisfani ahout 6or> and dius contcmporaiimus svitli its chuiicli, wrxild fit s*’cll 
inio ihu Mrh’ in^P diactmat. Likc tlicm il occupics a Konian iorrra compJcx (in llu> case of S. 
.Maria in Coonedin. a sAtte» aaa»tuie':. Likr them, the diactma of S. Tcodoro ini-luded a church 
buildin/t. apparendy quitr sizabie. And as in most oilicr diamainr, the iJir-cxistinff Aorrea was 
ia pan smpiy resitaliaed as a siorehouse, in pari rrniodelctl «o that cnd. Fri fact, uc venlure to 
supfcst that the atnjctura svhich at an uncertain thouffh tate date svere iiistaiicd insiile ihe second 
or ihird century crsclosurc in the Arrrta counyard (figs. 233, 233, »34] beioiig 10 the remodciing 
of the Rwmm kt mm as knrt* tttUsun. 
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Botoa rri, 0.<jrrM4ioni sopra i Crmtlerj de' SS. Martin, Home, 1720, p. 576 f. 
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• R«r.ith aHlMani. Rosaud MAi.»ora.m, 

' Siiicr Mzmcctii'» puhlirAtiuni arr rrpcliliuui, wr ihall reter cbicDy (a Ihc mociosnpk of iB<|u in cidiig hi» wiiik. 

’ 'l'h* amirnt dncnpUiiM nt Ik«iu, Aruiglu and BulHcili dcal prinurilr wiih ihr uUeomb at S. Valentiira sod iti niunita, htil aU nwntaon 
t»irlly lom* ruini ot ihr «buirbi praumably duy reter Io on* of the cbopcli {origioally mauiolea [oltawp lennuuiins ibr aido. Boldrtti 
relert to tbe niuiuli iu nell. 
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BASII irARLM f:HRKIIANARl'M HllMAK 


,.8u Oa. .-om..^ Copv ortvw-mi. <>rni..ry 1 ?) frwoor. of ll.c Cnirifixion. tlic N irffin, Saiiit SaN.mr 
1,8« r . •• „ „r^U S. Julii paptf (>”>pt twtla tnUiuiin .S. ialtuliNi ... 

‘^,u»lh ", watrrcolor; Komr. \ ati.--n I.ibrar). Vat. lat. vton. f. 37 . 

B«io. Scciion» anrl «all painling» in ...t,ancr .rac. of,aucom rnRrav.ng.; Kama 

pp. 577. 573. 5H. (.cr aUo Ak.«..u. Sukurranru, II. p. 353 f-). 


C. I).^X-S 

518 523 \n opcu .air «-mclro occipi» iJ.c arra wliich l.rl. r bccomr* ihr nave and north aidr. calcnding 

and .arcopha«i cvrrr fm.nd, ihr railirrl dalcd 318. *hc lari 5*3= thr mai^oruy c(u,.rr brlwccn 
tw and 453 iMabitchi. «p. Hi., |Rrp..il on rpilaplis] 1878, p. 5«* 8,; Ihem, iB.| 0. P- 75 «•; 
McRii rm-GATii, 1B88, pp. 448 ff., 503 ff.. 6;« f.. 7«>3 f l 7 V> 'T : Ii>em, iB 8<>, p. 107; .Vrmu- 
USI op. at., p. 160 tr.; and, « rt/™«, Mabixxhi. Vumcumi,. p. 6og ff.;. 

337 352 Popr jiilioi I inOalU thrrr cmirlcrir* uuuidr thr Cily, " mum rea FiammmtA ... ” pombly ilir 
caiacomb and c n.r.rry of S. \ alcnllno | 1 . p. 205). Thr Ubrrian ca.alnguc u morr 
>pccifir, asiiRniiiR Io Jiilin» I " ioiUuam m ri« Flnminitt mt. II, y««r apptUaiur ValtHimx ... 

366 - 384 aan.!;A(an'’.mcripm-".= fraRnirnU wc« found in and nrar ihr baaiUca. »nr n uard in UuiMinR 
llK' chanrrl walJr , Ma«p«-.hi. .R 9 f*, P- >*<»; ap. «(., ' D. una ucnat.mr Damas,ana 

ig«r, p. 103 IT.; lutw, op. tiL, Di alcunc rccrnli scoperte iyo,'>, p. 300 n.; Idem, op. cU., 
p. 26, a.. Idem, tp. Hl., l<)28, p. 1,9 fl'.: for a rriliqur of Manichi-i proposrd rreon- 
.troction of Ihr rpigram. jcr Fmm A. tpw«mmaUi DamatuM, p. 197 ff. i. 

406 Dalrsl rpilaph, found in xUu, riUicr in «rave brJow nave or possibly m pavemrnt ..Mabccchi- 
CAm, ep. (U,, i8H«, p. 702: Mauvccmi. 1890, pp. 8j, iig) 

625 638 ' The Hatranum SalUkurgenti i.Katiiia lUcl/Harum) li»U a largo church of S. Valentini, un ihc Via 
Flaminia and n-frn, lo repair* iindertaiirn by Honorius I: “ ... ubi ses mlfnlima martir iiutrml 
tia Pamuua in basilita magna fuom hanariui uparavit...” (De Kossi, Ruma .Vol/rrraBro, I, p. 138; 
VAlEvri.vi-iflcotiETTi, fW. Tapografito, 11. p. 73). ...... 

6 J 5 - 642 The Epilomt dt lacu .yanHorum mari^nm similarly inentions “ iuxia tfiam JhmxHtarr." tlic “ «f/«,u 
mirifu* nrnala iti salmiiai mr. ubi ipsr ttipuit iaeti... " (Dr Roesi, Hama HaUmama, I, p. 142; 
VAi.E.3nNi-Zi'cxaum, f.'«d. Tapegrafira, II, p. 118;. 

641 A coin of Hcracliua 11 and liU son Cfomlantinc (Conslaoi lli, minted in 641, was found inside 
thr crypt corriiloi (.Mabixsihi, 1690, p. 122). 

642—649 Popr Theodore Iniilds or rcbuilds llir church olTlir Blexsrd Valenti,ir on Via Flaminia from it* 
vrry foundatiorii and rndows it: " FVrii H rteiniam bealo Valeniina lia Fiamminta, iuxta panUm 
Matbium a tala, ipiam tl ipse dedieaiU ei dena multa (iptuJii " iL.P., 1. p. 332 f-J- ^ 

684 685 Pope Benedici H donates a precio,,s altar cloth: “ tedesiam beati Valeniiai lia Flammtitea Jmi 

eaaper/erium super altare eum elaiw iu fislellis et in ciuuitu patergium ibnioelavum prelieiiiamum " 
L.P.. I. p. 363 • 

772 795 Pope Hadrian I doiiatr.s a textile “ ta basiliea ... beali VaJenlini" (L.P., I, p. 500) followcd later 
perhapa by two sets of 22 cni iairu racli “ in banlita beali Valentini morljni quae sita esi/oris m«r«j l,u,a. 
ca. 777 ' cieitatis Romanae” 'L.P., I, p. .504). 

late Vm The llmeraiium FittUdlense lists “ in rin flammea foris murum in dextera sci suleuttm " (L.\ki.Iaki, /<i». 
c«ntury Eimidleme, coi. 44'v 


‘ .UArurtiu» a.4irainiu ttr coauadiilury; io ha muixa(r»|2< ol ,89«. pL i,g. he ipnilkally «uii» that Ihe tpilitul» wa» wurwl «wu.s «I 
iw tmta" iniklr cw «I i.-n.t» ... thr ra», |un of Ihr n»vr; on p. «a. ninlrr «iiiy 1». 24. Uir rpinph U deinibcd -» havinR Iwo 

rnund in ibe iMyrmmi, •• mt paeineni. Odia tasdaa '. I, ihr Ijiwr lUHanm, h ru»oH, il>r rpiuph h»j p<*ihly ninpl» rrUK.l a» » Pa^n^ciil 
■Ub. On <br 0€b« luud. MAaiua» 4 ;AT,i. 18IW. p. 70. f., luu- rleoily du, ihr cpiluph WM found " u /lUi «Ov d piana AI pr,,A,i«io ". 
«pfttfrAiiv fricrnng lo Ihr dunrcj of the i:rv]H mmilor 

• Rr^4/>Ui( tiir dicnor ll*r AoTUm fuei^iUnu, oiid Ihc Hfntomt. mrr rfUtvr. II. p. n and iiolc d- 

• A piuMhlr «Uir. «a. T 77 . 6<pm Ar pinoluig trtrrrnea io Hadrian'. l»ogr«|,liy in frpait» on dii-./wmu /aiia, praiunably in 776. 


valentino 


795-SI6 Poprla.nlU,c 


.11. p. 
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giv» " 01 etshtta soneli ra/ralini " Ivxi u- 

A .mati rnrnna " ia tttUiia keatx ValeHluu mailptii fiuw /Hmiiur Jmn. ..m. ;..!;ra>iii>nniai 

rtiput rryioro,, " • I..P., II, p. jo) In H«»>. he rrpair. thr ntoft «f ilir eluiieb, wliuh wrir nih 
lapfing fmm ugr. " wrla leeta Pastluae beali yalmlima ourlyru lita iM fYamniiiMii <fuat tam pm 
n/aiM tfluslaie rudara rraoli pruAmlisuma iludia minpee a mai» rtfttii 1I..P. II, p, j», *. 

827 844 Pope Giegory IV dunalr* a irxiilr ' M .efiesia ■airli Talnihai " if. P , II. y. 78.. 

B98 900 Thr mailri liuildrr .1 apt/esx Tl,ci.l>«ldus <k.n»,r« to Ihe tliuitli uf S. Valrntino tvro nrarliy 
housBi. Iiihrr rral «tale, ImmjIu and altar vrsaeU; inaripinm at S. Maria in t'o>mrd'm Caa. 
tr.iHBENi, /tiarw ... di .3. .tlaru m fajorrdn. KiHrir, 1715, p.Hi tf.; MAaiii 1 Hi, tlVyu, p tuhi'.; 
.\RMEl.ll!«l, ap. eit., p. I7rr; (iiosTWAi ». Ia baitlm J> S. .Matia in latmedin, Rumr, iijal», p, -j .); 
ViBRAB,. .Mona,lenes, p. „6;. 

955 A buli of .Agupilui 11 ronfrn, lo S. Silvetln» in Cupnr thr |Hiwiainn «d thr munaalriy <d S. Va- 
irniino, " /uru paria tirm que duilut S. Valenlini ... eum «ouiiai wl. edifuiit tl adMirwliii oiu ... " 
iFr.ur.BKJ, '• Rrgcslo ... di S. SilsrUio iu Capilr ", .irrh. Kar. Ham. Stiir. I‘alt. js ' ilhn,, 
p. 2?3 H"., r»p. 267 f.; Ft.aBABi. tfnoauimn, p. 146;. 

1058 - 1060 An inwnpljun of Nicbula. II in S. Silvruro ui Capite, »u longe, rxtanl bul n-ad in lli» riKhtrrnili 
ri-niuiy, refrr» lo rrpair» madr in ihc church of S, Valrntino hy ThridiaM, Ablail of S, Sil- 
vesifo in C.ypitr. TIicm: iiicluded rrplacmg thrrr md iM-aiiu 1" la leeta ... lin leaon mutant 
rrpairing Ihr ai.tcs i"perlieuf que etrea il (sunl)''' and ihc lirll lowrr 1 ' lunem quam tamfnmie 
difimui and rrgitding fivr paitning, or rrlirls ...jnubb, r« l<iva«?) fnii . .: Nrrrsis, 

op. eit., 1829. p. 42«, IT., pl. 3; Mab,'hih, ilhpi, p, 129 f.i, 

1159 1181 “.Vii Va/mlim iuxta paulem” aiul " r,,r« urbem ia na Ftammmea" u li.trd u 01,r iif thr Iwrniy 

abbcys of Romr l>y liolh Peltu» MaMiiu and |oliannrt Diaioniu lIlcisEN, l.biete, p. ,2i|; 
VALtNTlBi /.uia HETl i, Cod. Tapograpea, III, pp. 362, 4 p, . 

1313 1339 Thr Turin calaUignc Itsis S. Valrntino as lying in luins and n.. Umger in ,ur; ' lirdwio Sitmli 

Fa/rnlini rafra partam itne mirrtj non babel elerum " H< iav.,. f.'Airi<, p. jK; V.\i.yN„Ni'/.i 11 iiRrri, 
Cad. Topagraflea, MI, p. 2,741. 

1594 The caUcoinb U rcducoverwl, and tuins of llw thuirh air wrn iHoaio, Wama SnUenmtu, p. 37O; 
i6r/j, p. 525 f.j. 

1877 —1878 The raUcoinh ii rxplorcd again; Ihc ihiitcb and oprn air rrnirirry arr rrdiuiivi rrd > Mar, i , lu. 
op, at., “ I.a cripu sepulcrale", 1878, paisim; Inm, iHryi, piuiimi. 

1888 Church and crmclrry arr syttemalically cxcavaled 1 Mar, " in l Ia, ,1. iKIIM. panim, lii»M. 
i88y, p. 106 ff.; MARtiiHi. 1890, panun,. 

1948 Rrinains of church arr again excavaicd and phiHographed v.VroLU.Ri Cinri 11, ap. eit.. |i. 171 II.i 


• R.ir tlir d>,r» oT IW. duiiatium. tet Hi.iwi, l>i.crva«ata «d». ba^iaUa di Unor IH". HrWU. J'.», Amat 1 'nju»'. "d 6, 
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rORri'» BASIIICARUM i:llRISTIANAttl'M ROMAK 


D. GF.\KR.4L DFSCRIKFIO.V 

Thr ratacorab of S. \'aIcnfino fic* under ihc northwcst prrripire of Monte Parioli, abnut 1.5 
km, otilAidc Porta dei Pojutlo, on thc riffht side of ihe Via Kbiiiiinia and Viale Tiziano, as one 
trai-els norlJi and tums inio Viale Piliiidsti. Rcdistovered by Bo«io in 1534, it was visilrd throujfh- 
out thc ses-enteenlh and cifi-hleenih centuries Its major point of inieresi was somr wall paini* 
in(f«, prcsumably of se>’emh ccntur)' date, in a v-eslibule-like chamber near ilie eniiance to thc 
Jower floor of Ihe catacomb. This lower Iloor has been consdncingly assigned 10 thc ihird rentury, 
perhaps 10 its first half- Howcvcr, thc cntrance chamber ccriainly represents an enlargcmrni 
of tlic original catacomb gaJlcry and is of Jater, ihough possibly fourth century, date, V'ct it rc- 
mains in doiibt whether or nol ihe seventh century wall paintings replacc an carlicr dccoiation 
Sosio also saw near thc catacomb entrance temains which hc bclieved wcre thc church of S. Valcn- 
tino; and in 1720 Boldetii couid stili sce the frescocd walls of thc church or rather, of its side chup- 
eJs* Thesc appareiilly disappeared, but in Ihe 1870's and ifl8o's, thc remains of scveral mau- 
soJca, 9.50 m. South of thc entrance 10 the catacomb, were found, as wcll as the ruiiis of thc walls 
and apse of thc church, forty-odd meicrs from thc catacomb. Remnants of an open air ccmeieiy 
wfsi of thc mausolca and cjticnding south bclow thc arca of the church wcre al-so di.scovered. Most 
of thc mausolca arc no longcr vdsiblr, and oniy a small part of thc remains of thc church has bccii 
kcpi accessible, in a rcctangular, sunken, open air enclnsurc at ihc foot of thr cliff of Monte Pa- 
rioh' (pJ. X\’III,- figs. 233; 247 a, b). The apse, at Uie cast end, was scooped out of thc cliff. 
Its remains, first idcnrificd in 1877-1878, further explorcd in 1888 and finally uncovered again, 
sursryed and photographed by Apollonj Ghetii (fig. 239), aro now buiicd under a landsiide. A 
cr>pt in thc form of a trans\'cj:sc corridor, paralie) witJi the chord of rho apse, was providcd vvilh a 
mudrm roof in 1888 and is fairJy well preaerved (figs. 244, 246); it is onicrcd through doonvays to 
the norih and south which open into what were formorly thc aisles of thc basilica. West of thc crypt, 
about ten meters of thc lengih of thc nave rcinain open to view in thc oxeavated area. Not all of 
thc fcw exposed column bases arr in situ, but alJ arc now collocatcd on the original stylobate (figs. 
» 37 . »43 «. ^)- To the north stand the remains of a rcctangular chamber with a small castei ii apse; 
prcsumably it was oace thc cast end of thc north aislc. Tite .south aisle is entircly buried by accu- 
tnulatcd debris, wliiic the wcst part of thc nave, outsidc thc fcnced cnclosuic, is buried at Icast 
one meter bclow the adjacent road, thc Viale Pilsudsld. 


i. i 6 ji, p. 576 ; Ityi, pp. jao, juj r.; .^,« 0111 , H 

- “ ,6n. p. 346- afco MABtw:..., ri,., •• La „ipu ,B}». Id^m.^Vbou.' 

tuir.: Sn-cxii. STMianin, |Ku.vtff.; Mdrt/rtrfntfk, pt aji ff. 

rir «iKury ««tiiiw, knov... from Boiio'i «.«mvin*,, ciud *l»vt, p, ago. Th^.r .l»t< in Uir 

rn twu, dl.. •• U cripU «pnlcmlr.. ,". ,87!!, pU. . and ^). tn Ibr ca.ucomb 

'• '933. p. »54 <■-. urisiiully uugnni lu ihc fornus « ilnic p/ior to ibt- innldle of thr ihlrd 
tarr ", prefunubly relming 10 ibr ycare dionly aflti jij. In hii laicr wik. AfOr/yrtrtr^ie, 
» pcior 10 Ihr runr utPoiir", and Ihui apparenijy in thr latr Ihird or Ihc rarly fourih 
igntd ii iwncwhal vngwjy |o a " limr whrn burial iii niacinnte woj ilill 
~ .jurumb Ballcrio inlci mariyn' trypi» at S. .SrhaUuinir. S. frli 
abo 



P- »55 t.. 
n) aUu» r, 

d( . p- 55«! "£>1.9. Giuli, 


at ibr tclks of S. VaJcnlino Mrre plauid nt ibit lii 


avunicd Ihry were Ir. 
a<r» <6 S. Valn 


. early 


E. ANALYSIS 


i 


Thr anrinit church and adjacent buildings wcre excavated by O. Mariicchi iit 1877 and 1878 
iiiiil syntrmalieally rxpliirod in 1888'. .\bout fificcn meten north of thc arc» whii h is now visihir, 
Marucchi discovered a row of pagan mausolca at the foot of thr Parioli prccipitc (p1. XVIl; figs. 'j-47, 
249). In thc samc area, rxteiiding brinw thr ittaiisolra and briuw ihr north nUlr and navp of thr 
church, an open air remclery was uncovered. It wai nol prrscrvnl in thc coursc of ihr rxpiora- 



Fig. 937. S. Vatrnlinii. Kriniiiiu of ihurrh iluiiiix rxcavaiioni of VUrucchi 


tioii, but the reporu publUbcd at thc time give a reasonably clrar picture *. Of the scvrial layert 
of graves, thc lower one, apparcntly pagan, has been assigiird lo thc srconil or ihird century; tlu: 
upper onc is Christian and its epiiaplis raiigc in date from 318 to 523*. 'riir mausolca and the 
pagan laycrs of thc ccmctcry antedate thc Christian consiructions, but thr Christian grave» were 
obviously associated with both thc catacomb and the church which later nise 011 thc site, l.ikc 
lite ccmctcry, thc mausolca arc kiiuwn only from Ihe reports of the excavator»*; appaieiilly ihcy 
wcre partiy hcwii fitnn the rock, rcctangular in plaii and contiguou» to one aiiother. Ihc build- 
ing niatcrial is dcscribcd a» tufa and brick; prcsumably it was «/«ti litlalum. Ihc iiorthcrnmost 
mausoleum mrosured about 4 m. by a.5 m. intcnially, thc next onc was a.5 m. squarc and thc 


• MAm-ociiiatAiTi, lIBW and iWStk paiiua,' Mablixio. lOgii, foum. 

• MAXiuriii-CAi-ii, iBSa and ittHg. paulm; M.sanaaii, iSgi^ p. i; II 

' Fur bibliugnphy, »c« above, dig. siS-sas, and e^xnally Mamvixui. iH^i, |k 75 It 

• XUarucHI-aAm, |B«8, in>. ««■ t. 5«>. 5jo t; Maaixiaii, iSgo. p. 106 t, aiuI pK 1, «. and 4. 


KaAvnaiuia, S. CoaaaTT, « 














CORPtrS HASIIJCARCM CHRISTIA^rAKl'^l ROXIAt 

rhird u;as a.5 m. bv 2.25 ni. ipl. -W M; fig. mg). Karh of thc ihrcc had iis cntraiUH- in thc wat 
wal/ and had a smali apsidal rcc«s in thc cctilcr of lh<- ciuit wall; thcy ali wrir apparcnily fiirnislu-d 
wiih sarroph.iirt arrangrd in nichcs. South of thc thiid of thcsr iriausoJca, Marucchi foiind a l et ■ 
fangular ( oinpartmrnl mcasiirinp 3 m. froni noi th lo somJi and fi m. fiom cast to wcst • no nichc 
»as foiind, nor is thc position of its ciitranc»* kiu-uu. To thc xoulh of ihis rhaitibcr was an arca 


4 m. nide; it may ha\T bccn a mauxolciiiii 



fw- »38- S. \alentinn. I^ft iiuuxulcum, ap*- and 
aJtar Wori 


Fig. 239. S. \a(rntuiu. Snull ap»c (forrgrouiid; and 
larCTT «pK Hilh nichc (top>, diu-ing rxcavafions of 
ApuUunj Gbciti 


that is now losl. Ii was bouiuJcd to thc s«iuth by a 



appcatcd to 

n^acc ‘iiT iiz """ 

*'>« Himl, Manicchi acceptcd as thc tvaJI of thc north aisie of thc basilica is stili 

iost ^alJnTb: buiit 

gular h, plan. wluch wc .hafl t ali The north 1 ‘ ^ apparcntly recta, 

Thr n,.r.b ™ ^ mausoleutn, ,n rcfcrenrc to its relation to the churcb 

Wall 1,3 jTf; T “ r f»"'" .hw 

and iu r«„„d,.i„„ vldUc ,„ «*,!„„ (31T Th r "" 

scciton (Ji>{.24oa). TIm fountlattot, is a$ high as i in. anci is 


*. VALRNTINO 




clcarly nr;«s could bc ccirbralcri «nly witj. thc pricM facing i»„u. ^ 

chuKdrabo ZZn 'T'' -‘V '>f “'c ma«.nry found dscwhcrc in thc 

irx h. also ,t» «all. rcsi on looi.ngs >.l.,ch nsc 0.73 m. above thc lloor Icvr» of ilic basilica • tlu- 
lattcr bctiR ind.faicd by the ftr». . ..lumn basc of thc n„«h nave coUmnade. Dillcring with Vllrnc 

o;.v--‘i-n 

^ortl ■" f-ming a chupcl a, thc cast end „f „... 

Marucchi also discoverrd a stnn ture in a corresponding ,K.sition at the eas. end of thc «n..b 
atsle aiK». '■'37. >4fi). U >00 has a nichc i„ it* cast wall. bu. Uti* nichc i» rccilincar ra.hcr iban 
semtetreu ar. I he «rttCurc .. now rcburicd, and wc have „„ knowlcdgc of it excep, wha. Muruc- 
ch. rcports wh.ch « thai .« walls werc buiit of a ,nasonr>- rcscmbling tha. of thc north matus,Icum 
and ihal they wcre placcd agains. thc live nark of iltr clill ». When scen by Marucchi thc nichc 
snll carned iwo laycrs uf painting*; in thc upper. more rccc.t laycr. hc .lUlinguishcd a fct.alc 
bust, turned 10 thc Icft “ ... thc bv2aiiunc style of.hc sevenih ccniury Marucchi also saw traers 
of an ...scnpuon xvith Ic.crs arranged vcrtically; hc a«igncd it icn.a.ivcly to thc «cvcn.h s cn.ury 
IhLS date nccsl no. bc acerpted, bu. rlcarly thc upper laycr of fre^ror. wa. medieval; prt^umahly 
.1 wa» not cxecu.cd before thc scvcn.h nor after thc twell.h ccn.u.7. »> a.talogy with thc l.Kation 
and shape of the noMh mausolcunt. wc are Icd .0 deduce tliat Uti. structure uk> wa. a mau»olcum 
antcdiiling tltc basilica and wa* later incorporaicd in it a* a side chapel at thc riul of tlur vouih 
aisic. 


Tite apse of thc basilica lic» betwecn thc two mau»olca •. It i* liiddcn at prciteut by a lainUlide. 
and an cxcavation wouid be both cosily and dangrrou*. Heiicc it u kiiown to u» oiily fnim thc 
reports of Marucchi, who saw it in ,887.1888, and of Apollonj (ihetti, who rr-rxcavatcsl il iltiriy 
years ago and had photograplis taken (figs. 237. 339, 349) \ Indeed, whilc Marucchi Iwd in- 
tcrprcied Iu» Imdiiigs as a siuglc apse eiiclimng an altar structure, Apollonj Ghclti found two di- 
stinct, concentric apses. 

1 hc smali apse is thc rarlicr of thc two and wa» presersed hrncatli thc lloor of thc later large 
apse. Jutiging by photograplis taken during cxcavation, il wa» cui down lo uboui y> em. of iu 


• ... p. lasi MA»iHxj«.i;Arn. iBW. p. Oj». 

• Ara, i.UKj G,a!m, «f. nl., p. ,79. 
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‘ Makivcu,, ,89«. p. iia IT. 

• kURixxsnCAni. ,8a0, p. yjo; MAXcriai,, ,«90, p. laj f ; , «id 
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pbMr«r.tpfa (our fig. 1.79,1. 










rORPlrg CHRmiAKAKl-M ROUAI 

orixiniil heii(lii (fig, 239)'. Ii* interior 
»valf is semiVirruiar, willi ,1 iliamctcr of 
rxirrior is rn tilincar aiiilwns 
buill a xaffo aguinst ihc clifT tif Monte 
ParInJi. Oii its chonl, Apollonj Ghelti 
discot ered thc lower portions tiJ' an altar 
blcM ic and lefi ihem open to itispcriiiiii in 
thc rasi Wall ol a nichc tvliirh branchcs 
oir Ihc ciypt coiridor» (pl. XVII; fig. 
247;!, The altar meainrcd 0.40111. squarc 
aiwl was buih of biirk, with a iiiikIuIus 
ol live bricks and fivc rnortar brds per 
27 em. The brickworJt rests oti a stonc 
I siab. somruhat Jargrr ihan the altar, at a 
lev'el r.i2 m. above that of thc later 
navr; ihe underside of the sIab i.< t.oom. 
above nave Ic%'cl. The former figure 
tvoultl thus appear to be thc Irvel of 
the carly apse as well, assiitning that 
the slonc siab was pari of a siep lead- 
ing to thc apse floor. Ihc apse svaJl 
was heavily coated with plastcr on thc 
inside and apparenily carried a mai ble 
revetment * On the photograph there 
appears to be, briow thc phistcr cwat, 
a masonry of stoiie and ittarblc Irag- 
nicnts* {%. 247). At a Jater lime, a 
filiing whirh raised the origitial floor 
Jevcl thc height of onc loiv step was 
pluced in thc apex of thc apse againsc 
original plastcr coat. 

It" i’ r """■ '■''' '■ "i'!*'. '■« 

71.C A, ^1 1 T •“'"‘'“'r Uhcni’. «-c lion. rouelily i .60 m. above nave levcl • 

'''“"““■i “■« “m- ■> -I»! «f .be .heone niehe.' 

Jhe »ai of ,„e ,n.all .p.e „ bonded l„,b 
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and Miiilh Ibt a U-iigth of 
1.3.4A m. and lliiis fnrmiiix 
Ihe chuid Wall ot ihc a|Mr'. 

It U Iiiddrn for ulniint its rn- 
lire Irnglh by ihr eant wall of 
the tulci eryjti corridor, liul 
it has bceii laid opcti at tliirr 
poitili: iine is near its north 
end {lig. 24011), whrre it abuls 
llir earlicr soulh wall of thc 
notih tnatisolcum; thc second 
: lig. 24i>k) is some two melers 
South of ihis poini; and thc 
third U al thc north springing 
of Ilie apse. Thus il U piissiblc 
to sec thc masoiicy of the wall, 
which is soliilly biiilt of stonc 
intcrminglcd with fragmcnis 
of worlced marblc*. .Apollonj Ghetii i rported lliat 
the north and soinh ends of the thord wall turnrd 
West al right anglrs 011 tlie line of thc (olimnadei 
of thc later basilica ’. Indeed, in Itis vicw, the 
foundalion walls of thesc coinnnadrs, ihough cui 
down to llic preseni nave Icvcl, wcre originally 
thc north and sonih walls of ihc struriure 10 which 
thc carly apse brlongcd *. Howcvcr, bolh ihese 
conteniioiis arc open to scrious doubt. Al thc 
point near its north end wlicrc it lia» been exposed. 
iiistcad of lurning a shai p comer, thc «horci wall 
runs agaiiisl thc antecedent south wall of thc 
north inausolcum. .Morcover, thc nave stylobates, 
with Ihcir shallow foundalion» and their width of 
i.oo to 1.50 m.", are not of onc buiUI with eiihcr 
thc rhorcl wall or the loundation of thc mausoleuin 
soulh wall. The laticr is visibir inside thc crypt; 
it is sunk dccply into thc giound and is no more 
than 0.70 m. iliick fig. 3.401»]. The soulli end 
of thc chord wall, wberc Apollonj Gheiti notcxl a 
comer, is no longcr visiblc bchind thc east wall 
of thc rrypt. Instead, a rcclangular pier, 0.76 
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ni. «vide, im.tnides fiom the ««t «vali of iIik crjpt into ihc present nave arra, for a 
drtiaiicc dT 0.4J ni. ,'pj. \‘\ II; iiff. ^41; «er also fig, «44, righl edge). It clrarly anti dates (hc 
trypi ««ali «vliich abuu il. The masoiiry tcchniqnr of the piri dijreis greatjy from the crude 
brickivoii; of the « ryj)! waiJ. Il standi oxxr a «olid foundation wajl vvhich liies from crypt level 
and ii toppeil In a fcw coiirscs of «veJI-cut asJilar blocks. Thesc siop sonic 70 cm. above the 
baiiiica fleor le\«J and thn* at a Icvel whitli toiresponds to that of 'hc norlh maiiiolcum. 
Above thi*. ihc pior is biiili of cxceJIent bnVt«««)«k 'vith but one singie coursc of tufelii iiiscrtcd, 
accuratefy /aid in hard rn«>rlar uhich is stniclc off ai iJic facc with upward-fai-iiig obtiqiie Iisiwel 
strokes. The moriar beds are 3.^5 to 4 cm. thick 
and the modulus is abouc 4 1/2 roiirscs per R. ft. 
On iJif north face of thr pier (lig. 241) this masonry 
itiJl rises to a height of u.8o m. above nave Icvel, 
whiJe on Ibe «vesi and South faces only about 0.30 
m. of the originai briekwork i» jiicwrved. 'l'hc 
pier was iniended to bc seen on ita norlh, wcst 
and South faces. To the east it is broken off in line 
with ihe inside face of the crypt wcst wall. Origi¬ 
nali) il inust have extended castward and presum- 
ably met the chord wall; but this extension was 
demoiished when thr ci-ypt was built. The char¬ 
acter of the briekwork leaves litilc doubl ihal llie 
pier is of Early Cliristian date, very possibly from 
the fourth and not later than the fifth cenluiy. 

The rorrc-sponding pier to the north has largr- 
1) disappeared. In its place stands the bolloiii 
section of a mucii loiiger pier, which originally 
projected as much as 1.23 m. from the crjpt w-all. 
Built of poor rubble masonry over a very shaJlow footing, ii is bonded to tlic botluin streteh of ihc 
crypt wall (figs. 242; 243^, topj. As we slialJ sce, this laitcr postdates the nave colonnades ’; 
hence the bottom courses of the pier must also be latc. Howevcr, thesc bottoin courses are over- 
sailed by a fe«v courses of roughly hcwn stone blocks which projcct from deep inside the crypt wall. 
The blocks include a stone slab at ihc samc Jevel as the north mausolcum and ruughly Icvcl with 
thr beginning of the brick masonry on the soucli pier. Thesc sttmc courses placed atop the foundation 
of the mausoteum south wall secm to represent ihc north counterpart of the soulh brick pier. 

The nonh and south sides of the nave are defined by the slylobate.s of the nave [pl- XVII; 
Al- The north stylobate was iinccvcrcd in 1888 for a Icngth of more than 2<> meters, the 
soulh stylobate fbr a Icngth ofoiily 11 meters (fig. 237) * Both arc broad, though irregular ia width. 
Mear the first coltimn base, the north stylobate is 1.59 m. svide, but bctwccn tJie first and sccond base 
it Dieasurrs only 1 m., and near the third basc, 1.20 m. The footing is cxtraordiiiarily shallow, 
and thr foundation of the north stylobate docs not continue east bcypnd ihe first column base. Tite 
toji Icvel of the Stylobates, marked by the column plinihs resting thcrcoii, lies, at the castemmost 
column of the north coloiinade, 0.81 m. bclow the Icvel of the north mausoleuni; at the sccond 
sTsiblc column It is 0.85 m. lowcr, and at the third, 0.93 m. These columns wcre the first, third 
and founh plinihs of the original colonnade; their levels arc 1.12 m., 1.16 m. and 1.24 m., 
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rcspcciivcly, hclow the early apse and roughly anoihei 0.50 in. below the late apse. It will hc 
iioled that the stylobate Icvel dro|>s 12 cm. from the first to the third vUihIe column, and il is 
possible that this slope continued to the wcst faijadr. Maioct lti fouiid a fcw column plinihs and 
bases, or imprinls of plinilis on ihe stylobates. Counting from ihe casi for ilie luiith stylobate 
ihcse wcre the first, ihiid, founh and ninth colurnus; on ihc south stylobate he found the imprinl 
of tlic sccond plinlh >. According to Marucchi, all ihc bases wcre found eiiher in mIu or clsc their 
seitings coiild hc iraccd. At jirescnt, the short visiblc sircteh of the nonh stylobate carries ihrrc 
bases, in the places of ihc first, sccond and third columns ftgs. 2430, A), wliilc ihe visiblc part 
of the soulh stylobate carries two bases, in the position of ihe firsi and sccond. Thus «»nie ol’ ihe 
bases, ihc sccond to the nonh and ihc first 10 the soulh, wcre sct in position afler ilie cxcavation*. 
Howevcr, the first and tliird north plinths and the second soulh plinlh are stili in nlw, imierd, sincc 
lite first north plinth is largcr than ihc otlicrs, ihc fouiidaiion wall britiw il h:u brni bmadciicd 
(figs. 2430, 6). The bases, all spoils, vary in diamefer from o.lit» to 0.H5 m.; a siiiglc, bioken 
column shaft of granite remaiiis; it has a diameter ofo.58 m. and is 2.05 m. high. Whcii fijuntl, 
the ciear distanccs betwecn ihc bases wcre reporlcd as 2.15 m.', thus resulling in intercolumnia- 
tions 2.75 to 2.95 in. widc from column centcr lo column ccnier. Ilowcvcr, the distaiice bc¬ 
twccn the first and third hases of ihc north colonnade now mrasiires 6.20 m., thus giviiig 3.10 m. 
for each ol ihe two intcrcolumniations; thus ihc span of intercolumniaiions tlirougli the basilica 
apparcnlly ranged as liigh as 3.10 m. 

At a disluncc of 5.30 m, from the suuih edgc of tlic soulh stylobate, the rock has been cui in 
u straighl line, and it is likely that this cut corresponds lo the ouler wall of the south aisle. There 
is no evidencc that the bases, Ionie capital and column shaft found in 18H8 ia the iieighboring 
viucyard bolong 10 the chureh *. 

‘ Masvichi. i8cjia p. iiU, and pU. 1, 2 atid 4. 

* Sit howrvcr, .\roLLOxj Ctniri, »f. at,, p. 176. 

* Msaitaii-CAni, liUM, p. 44). 

* MAai'cr3ii, 1890, p. 118. 

















Fin. 2 + 4 - S. \'alrntin». Wni waK nf rrj^jK, and walJs of chauccl ttrccii and of “ mart>T's grave ” duririg 
cxcavaliniu of A|xill»n; (thetti 


In froiit of iLe apse, ihc east arca of rhe nave cncloscs a numbrr of brkk xvaJls of rough build 
(pl. X\ II; fig. 244) 'fherc arr, firsi, two long parallel vvalls running east and %vcsl, 4.10 m. 
apart. Near the east end of the south wall, at a disiauce of roughfy t m. fiom thr «rypt wall and 
parallel to it, a naiTOM transverse wall runs souili and, with a riglit-angle lurn, abuts agaiiisl ihe 
Early Chrisrian brick pier a-fi) near ihe south end of the crypl. Everything further east, inrlud- 
ing thr east ends of thr two long walls, was apparcntJy cut off whrn the er)^! was biiilt. Concotni- 
tantly wcst of ibis point, the parallel walls wcie cut down and buried under a ncw pavemcni the 
upper suiface of which lies i.io m. above the original nave level as inarked by tlie fusi north column 
pJinih. Howcvcr, diey stili extend more than 10 m. into the nave area and rise belwecii 0.65 
and I.IO m. above thr original nave Irvel. Sinte their footings ile from as littie as 0.02 m. to as much 
as 0.17 m. above this level and are plarcd wiihout foundation on earth fili, they f>resumably 
represent a later iitseriion into the nave. In this context it .shouid be nolcd that the leused frag- 
mrnt of a Darnasian epigram was found buiit into onc of ihe wallsNear their centers, boih 
walls wcre inierruptcd by passages, and the south wall, east of this passage, is provided witli a 
hcnch, Just wcst of thr opening in tJie .south wall, a w-ing wall projccts south into the aisie; 
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ra. 50 cm. above i 
No iracc of a t 
liidred, ihe rntire s 


footing, a shallow Irdgc projccu oii the r 


I late 


of the wall Ifig, 945), 


Marucchi fountl teven 
I we»l, othrn nonh and «aitU; 
Itut none of ihesc gr.ives aie now vwihlc. 
:a; it is slighlly olT ihc tnain axis and w nol 



esponding wing wall has stirvived to thr north, hut it m»y will havr "exi«t«V, 

I of walls cannot bc anyibing but a vhaiirrl serccii nf a type loiov - = 

Rurne from aa carly uh iUc carly fourth to ihr rarly cctiiury'. 

graves bctwccn ilie walls of ihc thurch. Some nin e 
One was dated 406 by an cpiiaph, perlusps n» tilu*. I 

A strange fralurc exisu in the cenicr oftlie « hanccl a 
ncccasarily contemporancous with the rhanicl walls 
(pl. XVII; fig. 244). It is an encloiurc formed 
by brick wall.s of varying slrrngth; iu wcii wisll is 
61 cm. widc; the nonh wall, 32 cm; and the east 
wall 24 cm, All stili rise 10 a level 0.75 m. above 
the original nave floor. The core of the cnclo- 
surc formed a hollow recianglc or sqnare, (tossibly 
sheliering u vcncrated object or site. The outcr 
Icnglh of the endosurc mrasurcd 1.55 m. along 
the north face; ihc wcst face is stili 1.26 m. long; 
but hoth the wcst and casi face are imninplrtr. 
sinec they are uversailcd by a longish block of brick 
masonry which projccts wcst from thr foot of 
the crypt wall. This blot k is, in pari at leasi, of 
later date than the endosurc. Howcvcr, ai ob- 
served by Mr, .Malmstrom and his tcam, in tlic 
lowcr porrions of the castem iwo>thiids of i 
south facc, the block shows remains of an carlier 
structure founded on a concrete band which 
o. 17 m. high and rises from a level 0.09 m. above 

the first nave level. Howcvcr, the remaining westeni third of the block ladu this fiKding and tesu 
on earth fili, 0.32 m. above nave level. The older, east part scems Io rcpment the wiuib face 
of the endosurc, wliich thus wouid appear to measurc 1.55 by a.05 m. Tlie fnllowing observa* 
tions should be added: at a level 11.5 cm. above the original nave tltcrc is a pavement 
of sinall marblc squaies adjacent to this south facc; ihc endosurc was fiiundcd on a concrete piat* 
form llial projccts wcst and rises as much as 0.30 m. above nave level and o.ao m. almvc the mar* 
ble pavement just menlioncd; at iu east end, ihc concrete band at the Tool of ihc long block (that 
is, tlic south face of the endosurc) lums south to form the fooling of a slwjrt crosi wall which now 
links the long block to the south chancel wall; along this short cross wall the fotiting is provided with 
a low shclf, 3 to 5 cm. deep, but this footing does nol continue along the south chancel wall; 
above Ihc concrete footing, the brickwork of the cross wall docs noi bond with that of the long 
block; rather, in its upper parts, the crttsi wall scems to bond with the south chancel wall. 

Thus, the late parts of the long block, that is, iu wcst cnil and upper east portions, may well 
be contemporancous with the chancel walls. The upper paru of the short wall are |)o«ibly later. 
But the lowcr parts of the block, iu footing and the footing of the short wall bclong to the endosurc, 
as do the marble pavement adjoining the block and the concrete plaiform on which the wcst face 
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.r ihe cticlosurr appcars to rrs». Tlii» riiclo- 
ihcn, antcdalcs thc building of «hr later 


• ‘ji piirts of thc loHR block. Since fhe upper |)or- 
■ liom of ilic short crma wall bond with the 


chantel wall atid aiv even later tlian thc late 
portions of thc long block, thc cncloiurc must 
anirdate ihr layoiil of Ihr elianccl. Ir may bc 
later than the nave, Rivcn the difrereticc iii 
Jevel betwccn the itiaible ])avemeiit and the 
nave, as marked by the stylobates. Howcvcr, 
it is equally possiblc that the plalform which 
rarried the enclosiire, as well as tlie iidjaretii 
marble pnvemenl, were designed from thc 
outset to rise above thc nave, the former 30 
fm. higher, thc latter, 11 cm., and were in- 
dced of onc huild with thc eonstntrcion of 


Tite fnnrtion of thc cnrlosurc must remain 
in doubt. It may well have shehered a vencr- 
ated grave; or it cottid have served as a ounsa 
re/ngerii. 

The west luilf ol' the nave is hidden beneath 


s. Valentino. Corririor rrypt, frnm north, during '^C modcrn POadway, and We Ollly havc thc 


uf Apollonj Chetii cxcavators’ information abotit it (pl. XV'1I; 

fig. 249; They saw thc founh coiunin basc 
of thc north rolonnadc, following on the third, 
which is stili visible; and far to thc wcat, 
36.70 m. from thc west chord wall of thc apse, 
they .saw another, apparcntly thc ninth. Bc- 
sidr this ninth column base, thc cxcavators 
found a wall, ca. i.3o m. widc and parallcl 
to thc colonnade. It is 5.30 in. north of thc 
colonnacJc and thus not in line with the north 
wall of the north mausolcum which had been 
transformed into a lateral chapcl at thc east 
erid of thc north aisle. Presumably this w'all 
was thc side wall of thc north aisle. Thus both 
the north and south aisles were thc same wicith, 
5.30 ni. North of this wall lay a series of rcctan- 
gular compartmcnts which might have been 
rcsidcntial quarten. As no doorways wcre noted by Mariuxhi, it scems that hc found only thc 
lowcst coursrs of tliesc structures. A transverse wall cnissed thc north aisle at a distancc of 23.90 
m. from thc apse chonl. A rcctarigular niche was sct into it close to thc stylobate of the nave and 
iJius far ofT thc ceniral axis of the aisle; but clrarly this wall was buricd below thc floor when 
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thc aUlr wai buill. A lerond wall criwutl ihr aittr, 33.21» m. trtiin lUt* a|Mr »huid. Hrmr U 
scems ihai lliesc erum walli and the nwish wall IwInnKrd \u a initiiuitrnni aniedatiug tltr liwil. 
ica; wliilc ihe eniH walU wrrr hiirirtl liclow ihr iliunli llnnr, ihr uortb wall was prrsrsvrtt al 
Icasl in iis fuundaliuns cilhrr to fumi or to supi«>it llw luM tb wall uf the aisle. liulrnl, aicnrdmg 
10 Manicrhi's ptan, tliu wall contin- 
ued Ixnli rasi and wesi bryund llir 
cross walU of llir former mauMiIruin. 

The position f»f the wc»i wall of 
the basilira rrntaitit in doubt. It 
miiy Itavc rrstrd on the wrsternniost i 
of thc iwo walls irossing thc north 
aisle, but tlirre U no iiidtralion that 
this wall tiinlinurd inui tltr nave 
urca. ItidrrtI, Mariurhi suggests that 
thc facatlr wall was snmrwhat furthrr 
west, where, in his time, there rose 
a sniall " motlern " oraUiry ol’ S. V.i 
Icniinu abotii, 36.00 m. west of thc 
apse chord. 

A corridor crypt croaies llie east 
ciid of the nave, parallcl with the 
chord of ihr two ajwrs and srparat- 
ing thc scennd apse from thc nave 

(figs. 245, 246, 247, J4B)'. Tltecoriitloi is at pts^ni a.at» m. high and tuvcml by a vault toiisirtu - 
ted in 1867 Io 188H. Iu Icvel lies o.^ '«• below the otiitnial lesrl of thc nave aiul thus i .hj m. 
below that of the later nave Icvcl; heiicr it U more ihan 2 m. brlow llie H<M>r tif ihr setunil a|»sp. lite 
original masonry of ihc torridur walls iiill riies 10 3.12 ro. aUtvc iu Ibioi Irvel. Hir widib id ihr 
corridor incrcatm from i.io m. al thc south rnd lo 1.47 m, al tlu: north rnil. l-.nirainr* u» ilir 1 typt 
arc situ<itcd in ihr north and touth aisles. The eiiiiaiitc dtmts and the ilrstendiiiK slnirs date lioin 
1887 to 1888, but they rcphuc original fcalures digs. 241, 342. 2431»;. \Mtile ilu* west wall tif 
thc corridor ii 0.40 m. thick, the east wall is but a liniiig, 026 m. thuk. Ilu* laller is placrd 
againsi thc pre-existing chord wall fnmi whii h sprang ilie sinall a|i*e ol the hist strurliirr ligs. 
24oa, 6)*. In thc center of ilic crypt a rrrlangular exedra, i .lxi in. by 1.30 nt., «»pnis east iiiui 
thc area of ihc a|>set. In iu east wall, a masonry bl«Kh h.is been untuvetrtl* ifig. 247;; it has 
been laken to bc thc altar of thc small, early ajioe*. but ibis U open to ihnibi l allwi llsoma* 
Mathcws, S. J., luu callcd our altcnlUm to a numhei id Iratures couiitering ilus iiileriMetaibm. 
Inside the corridor, near thc cnirancet, one sces tlie routidaiion walls !aml in thc east wall, thc 
rising wall as well) of carlicr structum which were tui ihrough wlu-ii ihe crypi was buill 
The marble pavement of the corridor ii inuci and Irates td marble revelmcni survive on 
cither wall (fig. 24G). Three Ump niche» arc airanged in the we»l wall; lltc t»ne in thc renter, 
opposite thc reciaugular ipacc, was Uter pierted, and it has been luggcstcd diai il was used as a 
/mtsUlla ron/riitonii (figs. 244, 248) •. 


• M»»iTr2ii-ti*ni, iBIW, p. 6s(, Muunuil. iSyn. p ii|i ■ 

• AruxujNj OHsrn, ^ ns, p. ito. 

• Ser abave, p agtx 

• AruLumj Omstti, «h, p 174. 

' Scc bcluw, p jol. 
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The mnxiinfyoftbet-rypt walJ% in bricJc tdth oct-asional nifa and marblc fragmciils, laid in undu- 
Unt courKPA \Wtii an itrcRular moduJus of 4 i/J to 5 coursps ptr R. ft.>. Tlir pxlemal, or w«t, 
facc of fhr wcsr xiall (fijfs. ?45. »4») diipfap al iu basc a band of unfaced nibblc wiiicdi riso* from 
ihc Ics-rl ofihc origin.ii nave: il was oiicc 1.10 m. Iii^h, but at pirsent oniy about 0.50 10 0.60 m. 
of the band i» sisiWc. The band was apjsaicntJy bniit from inside the cr^Tst af^ainst an carth iilling 
under which wcre buricd llie original floor of the nave and the chancel wall; it wa* clearly n foun- 
dalion waJI, nol iiitended to br soen *. Above ihi* icvel rises Ihc crypt wall proper; it is buiit of 
the samo poor bnVkwoik that is seeti on Ihc inside face. 

Thus, the < rypi belongx to a ticw buiidiug jwriod and is later than the original nave and its 
corresjKniding sccond ajMc. indeed, by ihe time the crypt was huilt, the Icvel of the nave pavement 
had apparently been raised 0.56 m. This levcl is marked both by the top of the rubblc band at 
the base of the rnpt wall and by a marblc slab, 0.07 m. thick, presumably the rcmnnnt of a new 
pavement, which projccts at the same Icvel from the ciypt wall (lig. 244, jiist Icit of center, and 
fifr. lefr). The upper siirfarc of this slab rise* 0.56 m. above the first nave Icvel. It is also ciear 
that iti this phasc the crypt must have risen to a considerable height above the new nave icvcl: 
more than one meter, given the ejctant height of its original wall, 3.12 m., and its Icvel, 0.54 m. 
below the original and I.IO m. below the nesv nave Iloor. Hencc, the floor of the apse in this phasc 
also niust have been Icvel with the cciling of the crypt, if not highcr, ronghly 1.10 m. above the 
new and ca. 1.66 m. abo\-c the original iias-e floor. 


F. RF.CO.VSTRlTfmON' 

The ba.siJica of S. \’’alentino seems to have dex eloped from a row of antecedent mausolca in an 
open air ccmclery wltich siood al the foot of the Parioli escarpment, on the cast side of the ancient 
\'ia Flaminia (fig. 249). Three or four stnafl niausolea with absidal nichrs in thrir cast walls 
.stood north of the cJturch. Larger chambers witii niches, probably also mausolca, stood on the 
site siibscqucmiv occupied by the church; they were incorporated in its structure as tlte cast ends 
of the nonh and south aislcs. In the first stage of c\'olution, another apsed building stood belween 
these rw'o cliamben. It is too large for an ordinary tomb and, in vicw of the later history of the 
site, we taie it to be the original numoria of Saint Valcntinc. The Christian structure* on the site 
represeut al Irast rhree and possibly four .mcccjisive phases of coiistruction. 


1 . The Memoria 

The first building, the numoria laid out on the cemetery betwren the carlicr mausolea, survives 
in but a few elements; the small apse and ilic masonry block it encloscd (figs. 239, 247), botli 
at nrughly tlie same Icvcl as ihc antecedent, possibly pagan, nortli mausi^lcum; the chord wall 
(figs. 2403, b), 13.48 m. long, which bonds svith llie eaily ajtsc and, at its north end, runs against the 
South wall of the nonh tnausoleum; the bricl pier wlikh projccts from ihe wcst wall of the crypt 


< IV .10« Uncki mn io Ggi. ,4^ „k 1 ^^48. u wcU ii iV f»r rr^l ut fig. »46 and in ibr v.alb ut (bc rrctangular niche, 
b$. 147, du 4 r Irwn thr i«8oi. 

• A)vu.uig Gucrri. tf. <*., jip. 176. iBu, crrooeowly irgaitli ihii butum wne m un e 
tfypi and bclmufin^ to ihr ImuiJkj 


eaflkr wall, ^iilnldlin^ ifae cocucniction of ihc 
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near iu «mih cnirance 'fig. 441) and wlmh prcumahly i«nnctic<l further easi with the loiiih 
end r>r the chord wall. 

The srantincss of lhe*e mnains makrs il iMxardmis to visualUe the fir»l huilding. It has »jeen 
\ auleirss hnll. 13 m. widr and of iindrirrmined Irnglh, on ihr «Mumptkin 
-' colonnatlrs were originally thr side walU of the hali, subsrtiuenlly 


recoiulniclrd , 
that Ihr stylobate* of the r 
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fig. 249. S. VaJmtiiHj. Gunjn.tuial tnunstOHiHin 

cut down to the later nave Icvel*. But as we have scen, this aMumption u unfoundcd; at bc»l 
one couid assume, thniigh wiihout the support of any evidenie, that the nave stylobates repLai cd 
side waJIs. lii that case, bowever, the brick pier to the south wouid be hanl to expbin; it couid 
only bc the castem jamb of a door opening inio the adjoining south mausoleum. Under the cinuin> 
stances we think it jusi as likcly that ihc first memaria had no nave whatever and was an area open 
to the sky, with its ftKUS the grave of llie martyr. The position of ihc grave, situated al what 
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iatcr bocamc frxrf, is nou marlrtl b) dic Jatc martjrs cnc/osiirc (figs. 3^^; 3/|9, forcRround). 
Bciiind it, at a Jiijjhcr fc\rf, ihr apsc wiu sciwpcd out of flic cFiJr and .jnincd iin cithcr side lo llie 
chord ss-all whieb reae from jrtvund /c\cJ, as marlccd b) dic ffni\-c. Tfic site around liie grave was 
15^8 m. svide in fronc of the apse and deiimited to tbe cast by die npse antl i hord svali, tn tlie 
norrh by ihe souih waJI »»r rhe nordi mausuleum, and lo the south by 4 short wall, (erminating 
in ibe brick pier and piaced against tbc nortb wall of the antecedent south mausoleum. 'I he mr- 
mttris thus svouid ha\e beeii an arta marlrrum, as thej- are known from KarJy Chrisiian Nortb Africw 
but sueh artoj eertainly existed in IiaJy as utH. Ciintniry to Marucchi's assumption, the 
grave of the inart)T, Saint \'aJentin, \%'as probabfy not in ibe catacomb. In our opinion it was in 
the arta, at the foot of the carly apse, wherc it was sct ofl' by a rectangidar “ martyr’s enclosure ” 
after the biuilka was bui/t. 


2. The basilica 

At some time, tlus memoria was rcplared by a rcgiilar basilica (fig. 249;. The ftrsf, small apse was 
demolished and a Jaiger onc, 8 m. wide, was built at a Icvel 0.51) m. lugher (fig. 239) ». 1,, ihc 

na\r- area. 1.60 m. bcloss the ueiv apse Jcvcl, stylobates wcre laid out to support the nave eoloii- 
nades ifigs. 243«, *); as a rcsidt the south svall of the north mausoleum and ihe north wjdl of the 
south mausoleum ivere shortened, IcaWng only tongue pieis to earry the end aicades of the colon- 
nades. The nave of the new church thus was the same widili as the eai lirr memoria, 13.50 ni. The 
aislcs were 5.50 m. widr. cxcept at the cast ciid wherc at least the Icft aisic incorpiiratrd the wider 
antecedent north mausoleum; it is liltely that llie south mausoleum was simiJarly used for the right 
aisle. Columns separated the nave and aisles. 'Ihr columns, their bases and prcsumably their 
capjlals wTre aJl of dillCTcnt diameters and eiidently spoiis. (liveii llie widlh of the iniert olum- 
Iiiaiions, 3.10 m., the rolimuis probably carried arches. Since the Irngtii of the nave and the 
position of the fafadc are iminown, the original number of columns and intcrcolunmiations can- 
not be detennined on archaeologieal evidcncc. Howrvcr, the gifi of two sets of twenty-two curtaitis 
rarh. presented by Hadrian I. juggeits there were clct en intcrcolunmiations and hcnce ten columns 
on ciiher lidc of the nave. The Icngth td-fhc nave would ihen have becn ca. 38 meters which is 
the sum of tlte disunces of the columns. roughly 34 meters, plus the Icngth of the eastern ttmguc 
pien, 3.90 m., and ilir prcsumably shorter west end piers. 

A rcct^gular cnclosurc, discu.«cd above, rose on the renter axis of the rtave. 2.30 m. from 
il.e apse c^rd (fig,. 244, 248). I, mcasured 1.55 by 2.05 m., was hollow within. antl was raised 
0.30 m. a vc the nave on a platform. \\'c do not know how far wcst this platfonn extended, 
ut m ncw of its hetght, two or three steps must have led to the Western fat e from nave levcl 
^ m «d«. tt was apparently flankcd by a lower platform, only o.t, m. high and eovcrcd 
ofthi, Preserved along the south face. Siiicc the concrete footing 

IT L ‘ >‘hort walJ. a wing wali; 

Jh , T '“S"' »f >“■ "rigina wing 

S.n.c ,h, levcl bc«.„„ „av« and ap.n waa ,.6« n.,, a lligh, of a, Icaa. righ. 
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steps was necessary lo join tlwm; eigh. steps, each 0.20 m. high, would have given a very 
itecp grade. Mowever. the mjinbcr and placemcni nf these steps remains in doubt AiioUoni 
t.heto has suggesled a flight running the enlire wi.Uh of the nave*. This is possiblc h',i it U 
equally likely that a narrowcr Ilight of steps asceuded from the middlc of the nave tlehind the 
martyr-s enclmurc, Since, l.owever, in riiher casc ihc step. would slan very clo.e the rear 

lacc ol tiiai cnclosurc, onc nii^hc Aljiir> consider a*** -- . 

ed lo the apse, onc from ciiher side of the na 


-- vtuBc in inc rcar 

ri aliernalivc in which two narrow «ighis au cnd- 


3. The chancel 

The footing levcls of the chancci bairieni lic throughout ahove the original nave Icvel. wimc- 
times considerably so. Thus the chancel can only bc a later insert. ll is nol diiricull to rc- 
coiistrucl its main outJiiies. At the foot of ihc apse, projecting 3 mcicra west inio the nave aml 
prcsumably rnclosing the stairs, the first iwca extended across the cntlrc widlh of the nave, 13.10 
m. It was marked ofl by a narrow ivali which is stili visiblc in from of the crypt wall, abiuiing 
against the Early Christian btick pier (fig. 241). From iliis scetion a longish rettangular arra 
projcctctl west into the nave. Enrloscd by quite strong walls and maintaining a constant widlh 
of only 4.10 m., it stili projects at least ten metem inio the nave, though originally it may wcll 
have bren much lougcr (fig. 244). The position and form of iu entraiice rcmaiii unknnwn. 
Iiidced, it could have bcen prcccded by a t/romoj, narrowcr ihan the main arca and of consid. 
crable length, inurh likc the sixth ceiUury arrangement of S. Marco *. AUhongh only ihe south 
porlion sunives, flanking arcas extended on cither side of this main seciion. Separated from 
the nave to ihc west by cross w.alls, they cnmmunicaicd with the cciucr area ihrough passage- 
ways, At ihc cast these flaiiking scclitins apparently icrminatrd with ihc thin cross walls of 
the wide rear arca; thu» they were only five meters deep. 'ITie liiurgital funciions of this chan¬ 
cci ariaiigcment have becn clarificd by Fr. Maihews who has pointed out, inter aha, iluil the 
flanking arcas scrved as irnatarium and rnalraneurrt for ihc rcccplion of the olferings and llur dis- 
iribution of commuiiion rcspcctively *. lii this rontext the Icdgc at ihc rear of ihc enis» wall ts 
also explaincd. 

\Vc cannot cxplain, lujwcvcr, the longish bloek of brirkwotk wliith projects from near the 
middlc of the center arca and oversaiis the oldcr mariyr’s enclosure, which was thus elimiiiat- 
ed. ll looks as though it carried an ambo, but the Central scetion is nol ihc nnrrnal site ftir 
an ambo in this type of chancci arrangement. It could not bc the base for an altar eiiher. Wc 
think it best to leave the maitcr open. (-'learly, howcvcr, at the lime it was built the mariyr’s 
enclosure, which it oversaiLs, had lost ali significance. Evidcntly, the mariyr*s rcmaiiu liad by llieii 
been removed from their original resting placc within the enclosure and transferred clscwhcrc, 
prcsumably to an altar on the levcl of Ihc late, largcr apse, or to a small lorifcssiu hcnealh suth 
an altar. This confessio would probably have rcstctl atop the masonry block which bclongcd lo 
the apse of the rarly memoria and b now visiblc from ihc exedra projecting cast from the crypt 
corridor (fig. 247), 


' AfOLLOMJ UtiErri, ifi. eil., |>. 17O «ml fiK. ]. 

' Srr «bovci Vol. II. pp. tt. >4), And fi(|. 179, and Manniwa, tp. nt., p. 7) f. 
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4. The copridor crypt 

A finnJ iwModcfmg r>f the basilica is linlfd to »hc coiistruction of the corridor crypl ruiining 
norii. and «.u(h acnws »hc cas« eud of the nave (pl. XVII; figs. 244, 246, 247). In building it, the 
nave Ie\-el »vas laised 56 em. anti ihc chancei walls were cu« dowTi to that Icvel and buried bciirath 
a ne« floor ; 7 ig. 244). The crypl wall facing Ihc nave wiis plaeed wiili ii.s roiindation into the 
au below the new floor. Howe\xr, the aisles of the basilica secm to have retained their oltl Icvel 
and thus remained 56 cm. below the new nave: indeed. the eniratice.s to the crypt were piaccd 
in the aisles wieh but four .steps descending to crypl levcl, 0.54 m. below the old nave, bui i.io 
m. below the new The crypl was apparently forused on an object plated in or visible from the 
squarr exedra which branches oflTcast of its center; ptjssibly it was a .sairophagus placcd in the 
exedra or, Jess lilcely, the masonry bJock in ihr smalJ apse belonging to the carly memona (fig. 
247;. The corridor was lighted only by ihe entrances and by ihree lamp niches placcd in its 
West wali. Ii has beeii siiggcsted ihal tJie niche in the center was originally a JtntsUUa con/fsno- 
nis through which to vicw the e.xedra from the nave®, but tliis is iiot so; the niche in question wa.s 
crudcly bfoltrn through af a late date (figs. 2.pi. 248}- The w'alls of corridor and exedra carried 
a marble teveimcnt and the floor stili consists of marblr plaqucs. The roofing of the corridor rc- 
mains a inoot potnt; it may have bern vaulted or, likc the annular crypts of S. Pra.«cdc and 
$. Afarco in Romc, covrrcd with stone plaqucs*. In any event, howev'cr, the roofing must have 
reached a Irvcl higher than ihc rxtant hcight of the crypt walls, 2.12 m. above its floor, 1.56 m. 
above the original and j.02 m. above the new Icvcl of (hc nave. 

This hcight of the corridor, at Icast 1.56 m. above nave Icvcl, raakcs it appruximatcly Icv¬ 
el with the apse floor, Indeed, its rnof would have served as a shallow but broad forechoir. 
Again, iteps miut have ascended to this Icvcl. ^'hey have beeii eiivisaged in two iliglils, framing 
the supposed ftntsUlla confessioms in the center of llie crypt wall But the fentJklla, as we saw, 
nrsTr cxisred; nor does the crypl wall show any txaces of stair walls projecting west as would have 
bcen ncccsiary. Thus the stairs could possibly have ascended to the crypt njof sidovays from 
the aiilcs. 

In all iikclihood, the main altar remained in its presious position on the chord of the apse, 
and cnclosed, possibly in a subterranean confessio, the relies of the saint, transferred from his 
original grave. Tlie square e.xedra which prnjccts cast from the crypt corridor may well have 
becn desigued to establish contact with these rcIics. 


G. CHR 0 .\ 01 . 0 GY 

Ti\r relative chrotiology of the Christian structures at S. Valeniino — memoria, basilica, 
chancei, crypt — is thus esublishcd. But it is not casy to transform this into an absolute chro- 
nology by collating it with the fcw documentary data availablc: the consiriiction of a basilica 
by Julius I (337-352); repairs, “magnificent decorattoii “ and rcfcrence to a large basilica under 
Honorius I (625-638); rcbuilding “from the ground ” and consccration by Theodore I (642-649); 


* S« .bov«, p. 30|, 

• Ajwjanj Ohitti, Cii,, p. 184. 

• Sa nbmr. Val. II. p. «59; Vol. Hl. p. aj,. 
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further repain. under Leo III (795-816); fiiially minor repairs 01. tlw roofof nave and ablrs (loxR 
lofio) *. The find of a coin of 64, in the crypl and of a Damaiiau fragme.u reused in «nr of thr 
chancei walls may furnish. a Icrrmmus anU fucm and a l/rnititiu pati quo», respcclivcly, hnt hoih are 
of doubtfui valuc'. 

Two altcrnalives prc«nl ihemselvcs. Tlw f.rsl i. the chronology proposed by Mamrchl and 
taken up. witli ttu«lif.catioiu by Apollonj Ghelli », Its poini of dcparlnre is tlw dating of the crypt 
which il places in the poniilicatcs of Honorius 1 and Th««lore I ..r of ihe latler alone. IndcM 
the coin of 641 found inside ihc crypt lallirs with ihU dating. In that case the «talcmenl of thr 
hUr Pontificalit, that The odore buiit thr rhurch from the foundations, would have to be takm 
iu an exaggeration; ihU is possihlr, but not entirely convincing. Continuing ihU diain of rea- 
soniiig, Ihc building of the basilica must ihcn be aMigned 10 Julius I, os indeed Manuchi and 
Apollonj Ghrtii did, The spreifie refercnccs in thr Libcrian 1 atalogur to a biuilica ’’ buiit 
by Julius I siippori this dating *. While the large proportions of the first basilica and ihc indii- 
criminate use of spoiis give some pauso for thifughi, they do not rcally militate against a date prior 
IO 350 or very shortly thercafter. The chancei walls would thus dato somoiimr hoiwccn 350 and 
650. Tho fragment of a IJamasian epigram rcuied in ihcir walls suggesti a comparailvely late 
date wiiltiri this widc span. Since the chancei type under diicuision occurs from tho rarly fourih 
to the early cighth century, their conslninion could bc linkcd to the ropaiis of Julius’ basilica 
undcrlaken by Honorius I, or to an undocumented lixth century building period comparablc 
to ihc ronstniction of siiiiilar chanceis at S. Clcmonte, 533-535, and S. Marco, ca. 550- 
650 Fiiially, the chronology thus proposed would have to assigii the construciion of ihe iru- 
moria cnclosing the martyr’» grave to a time prior 10 Julius’ poniifiiate, ciilicr to the rcign of 
Constaiiltijc® or — sincc it is not listed in thr Liher Pontijualis ainoiig his works to ilie lato 
ihird or the very early fourth century. 

The sccond altrrnative must stari from the aMumption that the basilica wa» buiit, in accord- 
aiice with the statoment of the LiUr Ponlijualii, from tlie ground “ a salo" by Theodore 1 , 

In tliis case, the memoria would have lo bc assigned to the activiiy of Julius I, despite the u*c 
in the Liberian catalogue of tlic icrm basUiea for Julius’ building; ihc Icrni, indeed, is ofteii 
used looscly. On the other hand, it ii not clcar what kind of decoration and repair Honorius l 
could have cxccutcd in the memoria (if this was tho “ basilica ** of Julius l) and lujw ihc pil- 
grims of the seventh century could have scen it as a " barilua magna"'. Also according to (his 
hypothesis, tho chanccl would have to date after the pontificale of Theodore; this is possiblc ia 
view of tho occurrente of ihc samc chancei type, or a variant ihrrcof, as late as 705 to 707 at 
S. Maria Antiqua *. Finally, this altcmative necessitates dating the corridor crypl iiill later, 
perhaps in the pontificale of Leo III, who repaired the niofs of the church; the coin ol 641 found 
inside the crypt mtghl, alter all, have slipped in by chanrc. The crypt type of a long corridor 
with an easlern square e.xedra linds its closcsl parallel in (iarolingiaii crypu iiorth of tlie Alps, 
for iastancc at St. Quentin (813-826 or 834) and, with some variatioii, at St, M^daid at Sois- 
sons (817-841)*. Indeed, a date in the pontificate of Leo ill or even at tlie end of thr ninth 
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’ Sce above, dig. 635-^. 

• See above, Vol. U. p. 160 t and pl. XVIII and Mathswi, «p, lil., p. 74. 

’ Hiinsat, t'art piManaa, Pari», i«»i8, p. j8. figa 34, 57; Cuwaui, lleiligmgraber 'an fraidenieacb". unpubinbed ft — enM i m 'Mae. 
>»y*), p. '96 ff.. ap 319 ff- 
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vilAN‘ARL'M 


tcnrurv luii hrr» ocrasimialJy pn-poscd for «lie crypi «f S. Valentinn Ari.J whilf <he rrypl of 
il,c hnt cliurrh ai Uiwmu, rcfrrrr.l to in tliis confrxr, rdat« in plan ncilhrr lo llic cryp» of 
S \'aIrniino nor Io iiio«c in norihcm Frajicc and dates ro.ii^hly a • nituiy prior to ihr laller », 
tVsctins undniiaWc rhai corridm crypt* ■" “ numlier of varianu are as frecpient iinnh of the 
Mps in Carolingiaii ch.irrf. Jiuilding a» they are rare in Italy and in llie seventh ceniury >, 

Nonethrl.TU we «ide wilh -Vlarucfhi and Apollonj CJl.elli in tlatini; the successive buildinff 
period» of S, ^■a^^mino aliliough sve pioposc wmic minor modifiralions. Tiic documentary 
evidenic clearly fawrs ihe consinii li.m of a basilica under Julius I and suRReils its existene e 
as a Jargr l>a.tiJica uniirr Honorius I. The an haeoloffica) rs irlcnrr in no way runs counirr to 
tlus assurnption: ihr use of disparate spoiis fitids its rountcrpari in the building of the nave of 
St. Pefci's, and the considerable siac of the basilica of S. \ al. iiiino lends to militate in favor 
of a foiii ih ceniury date. Tlic i liancej barrieis couid date any lime fiom the Iburth to the late 
ciphlh rcjitury. bui .ifiven their inferior techniijuc of consirucliiin and iheii rcuse of a lira(;mcnt 
of a Daniasian ejngram, a dale aficr <500 is likely. I he basilica of Julius I piobably sutlered 
during Illi- sicffc of Home, 537 and 53B. Indced, the Daniasian inscription miBhl have been bro- 
kcii at thal time; and the repair of the biiihling and its dccoraikui, including a ncw chaiicei, may 
«ell have haii lo ivait until the time of Honorius I, one of the first popes after the disasicrs of 
the sixth century In focus his alleiilion on cemetery chiirches, rxira mutma, such as S. Agnesc 
and S. Paricrazio‘. But wr do not insist on ihis dale and are equally willing to assign the chancei 
baniers to the iindocumentcd aclivily of one of ihc carlicr popes active in repairing cemetery 
churches, such as Pelagius M l•■iI>aJly, the c-xtremely puor brickwork of iJic erypt fits in no 
s»ay u'ith ninth tenlurs' mnstniction tcchniqiies, .'ts represenied by S. Martino ai Monti, SS. 
Nereo cd Achilleo near the Baths of Caracalla, S. Prassede, SS. Qijaltro Coronati, S. Stefano 
drgli .Abe.ssiiii and the liJte*. It docs coincitle, howevrr, with mid-seventh century work, as 
rcpreseiilerl by the apse of Theodore 1 at S. Sicfano Rotondo. Thus uc incline toward assigning 
the biiilding of ihc cnpt lo his activityTo be sure, the rrbuilting of the basilica a solo, 
as rciKiried by the Hier Poni^atu, would have been limilerJ to ronstriicting fhr erypt, raising 
liie Iloor i.io m. above the origiricii one tuicl coiieomitantly destroyiiig the chancei barriers, 
coiisiructing nciv siairs leading to the apse and perhaps repairing the upper walls of the nave. 
But tiiis is possiblc, and the hnd of a coin ofh^i in the crypt tends to conlirm it. Morcovrr, such 
UioroiigJi rebiulding presumubly requiied a lecoiuccraiion of tlie eiilire churcli, as reporled by 
the Hier Pontificalis. Uf the later work on the church thal is listed in the documents *, littlc has 
surnved. There rrmain oniy nvo fragmenis of an altar canopy, perhaps dunuled by Benedici 
II, but more likely execuled later, pussibly under Hadrian I or Leo III®; and the scanty rc- 
rnains of murals in ihc Icft lateral apse, perhaps of eleveiith century dale 


’ Buiw. Ikf iSnbiftcSr .Ui^, I. Muiiidi. 19 * 4 . p. /. 

• /M; Ountiu/ Rtnitrlrln snd Cologne. 1942, p. iH tf., wiih ihr dsic j/o M 7*0. 

• Ujccwk. If. tti., p. 191 ir. wilh cnrRcluiu <il dsilnii oT ibe buUdaigt luidnr duriwlni,. 

• Nn- stioiir, Vol. I. p. J5. Sol. III. p. 174, 

• Soe sliovr. SVd. II. p 1 IT, ptlim. sp. p. Ijj I, 

• Sir abo«, Sol. Jll. 19.. 11,9 f.. 14:4. 348; Vol. IV. pp. ii. iBj. runJier esamplessir S. Aro»issi;i. .S. Fnincoca Romunn. S. Marco 

aod S. .SUii. In IXwnoita; >e<- aboir. Sol. I. pp 3,. „9 f.; Vol. II. pp. aj?, 317 

’ On thu pomi wr dilfcr wiib Marurchi aud A|>dl<mj Uhrrb. who tmlgn ilo- lofiniiinx ol work on ibr ciypi 10 Homoiua and ilir tnin- 
pfcnnii k. Ilvodnre. 

• Ser atB.r, di( ‘»4-685 ff. 

II* yinrtcd m (he caummt., .nd wr nincux wilh .SroLLO»; OMxni. ef ril.. p. 187. m awi(nini( Ihnn a ninth century date. 

• Thr uoly thia we hacr bw daiins ihese nouiwl» nnrl ibe conapondiccg oort in Ilir nuch lateral apu «c tbr dru npiiom of Masuccni. 

•»:ps p. laj tr.. ond hii repiodikcnm cd ifae lelterur*. au., pli. i and a. flir cUir br «umeiu. " after the lunih erniury •, r..n prrtup. 
he ««Wr changed lo Ov elerenth u/ iwrinh eenturks. 


riie coiislruciHin ul iKr ntrmiru iniisi tlirtcfiMc atiteiinie ilir |innii(tialr iif Julius I. «* |)i>ini* 
cd oul by Apollonj lihclti *. SVhrlher i>r nni ii wiu laid oui, a« he iliinks, lictwrrti p y .md 345, 
is a moed qursiion. TliU dalr is qiittr puaililr, but a clair jiiioi lo Coiul,indue «reim r4|iuillv pUii- 
siblc lo us. I’erha|>« il was cntisinictrd uiidn Maxentius, whotc lolcraiii i-rfiKunu poluy is wrll 
known*, or |icrhaps at Ihe " Time of IVare" brlwmi llir txlU 1 ol (i.ktrrius ot atni and llir Usi 
prrscs ulion, J03 lo {oy. To us ihe layout of an aera ««rfrnuit under thr oprn sky sufntrsts a prr. 
Constanlinian railicr (liaii a ('aiitstandriian dair, at IrasI 111 Romr. 


H. ULSTORICAl. POSmO.N 

The four phases of llir building of S. Vulrtiliiio are all of considerable si|{nili«aiii r. 

'I lie mmiMrtd, providrd our reconstnirliun is HKrett, cunsuiulet an eaily exaiiqilr of a legu- 
lar aeta enarljnim in Ronie. Uner ihaii ibe oiir briovs St. Petri s, and |>riliaps cnntrmpura- 
ncoiis wilh the one laitl oul at St. Paufs either undrr 01 brfuir (Vnislanline, it irprrtriils cstrn- 
dally thr sainc type of an o|ieii sile rtu UmiiiR a grave and set oH by a ntclir 01 a|»tr lu liiiid ll *. 
'Hius it lake» iu placc alongsidr ollier arear, id botli similar and dillrretil l.iyoiils; al S, Sc-lia- 
stiano in Romr* ; at fipasa in Nonii Africa, adioiiiing thr baiilua ol Mishop Alexaiidei ‘ ; .il 
Bonn and Xanten in the Rhinrlaiid*; and at Salona in numcnius rsaitipht, Maiiasiirlnr, Maiu- 
sinac, KapIjuC 

I he basilica id juliiu I is im|Hirianl for iwo rrawais. Huill lirtwrru :i'y7 and jv^i i' ''I"’*- 
sents Ihe liixl rcriain cxample in Rome of the type ol liasilica sshitli lin atne staiidaid .«II over 
the Christian ssorld in Ihc vrsond half of the fourtii century; il is lomposnl of a nase, ivso aides 
and a singlc semicircular .ipsc. Indced, tlic nearly cotilrm|Kiianetius lirsi ihmih of S. Mano, 
wliilr formed of a nave and iwo aislcs, did not necessarily Iritniiialr in an ajisr • , and llw < ain- 
stantiniaii churches surviving w'hoHy or in pan, Iroin thr Idtlcraii cailirdiai lo St, Priri s, S. 
Croce in Geruialcrnine and the U-shaprd rovered «rmcleiii», are all dillerrnl in plaii®. M<iir- 
over, iui location on a cemetery and iis funciion as a martyi's t hun li illusiraie tiir early )»s^ir- 
iralion of ihe siandaid type inio the rcaim of funcrary aichitetture, wlierc it reyilaic», in Roinr 
at le.xxi, ihc oidcr Cunsiantini.tn L-type. 
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CJOKPI-S BASlljr-\RUK CHKI*TIAB'AmiM KOMAE 


The chflnrcl barriert, whether buiit by Honiiriui or by One of hi« elose prcdecesson, fumish 
one mnie exanipfe of fhr l>7>e custoinary in Rome apparently sincc Comlanlinian limen; ihe 
type appears again, abouc 400 A.D,, in Chu«-b A of S. Pieim in Vincoli, and lasu until ai 
ieasi yo3 10 707, H-hcn it oreiira al S. Maiia Antiqua. Likcvviie, ihc link of ihe type lo the 
Jiluilgfieai ritual, as refleeird by tlic Ordo RemMUs I, is confirmed*. 

FiaaJty, the corritJor cr>7>t represents a Irgonumn in mid-scvcnili ccnlury Rome; in- 

dced, it is aitogriher unique in Rome. Its layoiil probably conditioiied by the desite to 
have sublerraneaii aeccas to a venerated spof, joiiieti lo che impossibilily of iaying out this 
access inside ihr eiirsv of the apse as an annular crypt, like the oidcr oiiea ai St. Peter‘s and S. 
Pancrario*. The <'orridor type finds no successor in Rome, nor Ibr tliac matter, clscwhrre in 
Itaiy. But it seems bkcly lltal the unique eryqst at S. Vaicniino bceame lite modcl on vvhicli drew 
the ninth century buiJders of the crypis at Saint Q,iientiri and St. M^ard at Soi.«ons two fur- 
ihcr cxanipJcs of the Carolingian resdvaJ of Roman Ecarly Chrisdan eliunch building *. 


• Scr y. ts*. > 

• ApotUMTj Gtorn. ^ fk., p tT.; To^-nvcc «od U'A«tt Pr.PAiM, pfr. tiL, p. 916 ; Kimciibavu, v^. p 

• KHAiTMrmra, “ Thr Oimlinsinn Rwv»l nf KRrl>' ChrieUn Arrhii«ruf« ”, Ari ifaiMn »3 (1949^ p. 1 II. 


s. V n A u R 



A. nini.ioctRAPiiY 

Albsrtini. O/Huailum Ji Mirahlu ... Hm>u 4, IJI9, e. 7B*. 

Fra Mariano oa Firrnzs, Itiarraiuim, p. 107 and n. 13. 

Rabiis, Fiiu .Muiuhiur hlgn/itin im JuheijaJkr IJ73. ed, SeliullrnUilirr, NtimUh, Hjilj, p. 75. 

Fha SAN'n, Ciut rnuacigluir, ijHH, c. 411-, ibio, c. iB|y. 

Uooniu, .ilaliom, 15RB, c. 140* ff. 

Panciroij, Ttioti iMii'«ili, Rome. i6uo, p. Hoz fT.; 1623. p. «nu If. 

RioUSOMii, lui JMiUurt tpiniutiu, <m Fart fadmim, amn, H laun tUm t.yoiis, ibi 1. pp. 47) tT„ Ii7« IT, 
Martinsi li, Ramo « tlhtuo tiura, 163}, p. 31B. 

Franzixi, C«jr mtrarijc/iau-, 1633, p. izi. 

Foroella, /srriiioni, XI, 1877, p. «17 IT. 

Auinousi, /tama wllVM di mrcto, II, Rnmr, 18R1, p, ybi, 

MU.ntz, Idi arlj d h caur dea Papei, III, Paris, lll<|H, p. 16S. 

Kihr, Ii. PiihI,, 1, iQob, p. 63. 

MARiTcaii, Ranlifatr, III, ujoij, p. 37H f. 

Kibmiii, Tilrtkurkm, iciiB. p. 68 IT. 

Okhaak, nammtnii, tgto, pp. ZI4, 971. 

HdiSKN, Ckieu, iq97, p. 498. 

HcirrTRR and GoLZio, S. 1'ilale iChinc di Kuiiui tllnslrale, 33), Rnnie, 11,38. 
iirvcKM, .Udrijreegrilfle, Bctlin, 1935, pp. 243, 148. 291. 

ViHi.i.iARii, “ Sainl Vilal; le dernirr rn date des litre* rumaini R..'l.f.'. 1« <19331, p. 1113 H'. 
KKA,'riiKiUKR, (brief siimmary of rvpurt) R..i.C. 13 (1936}, p. 146. 

JuNVKNT, “ Lc recenti sroperte nrlla ehiniii liUilarr di ban Vitale”, R.A.C. 16 (1939), p. 119 If. 

Santanoeio, '■ II Quirinale nrirAnticliitk eiBstir» ", .Mtm. PaaJ. Aitad. 3 (1941J, p- 77 If, «p, 14«,. 

ARUELLnil-CECCHELLt, ChitH, 1, 1049, p. 199 

Tomei, f.’arMuilara a Roma iwl QpallriiniiXa, Rome, 1949, p. 171 C 

VAl.MrTim-Zuecilidn, CW. lafiogtafim, 11, 1949, p. 179 f. 

Matthiab, “ nasiticlie palriicrislianr eoii ingrruo poHIbia'’, BoU. i‘AeU sct. IV, 49 '1937), p. 107 If. 
VbLRL, •• .Archaologiiclir Funde und Forsthungen. San Vitale ”, R.Qj Viltr. 34 I loyy), p. Ut If, esp. iiiH. 
Urhan, “Kirrlienbaiikuitsl", pp. 914, 971. 


B. .ANCIENT l)t.SCRIPTION.S ANI) II.I.IJSTRATIONS 

I. AKCIR."rr OEIC-RIPTIONA. 

Rabi s, op. eil., p. 73. 

Rioiieume, op. ril„ pariim. 

Bktizio, Thairum Romanae IWj..., XVII. Roim-, Valiian Libraty, Val. lal, iillW), f. zoij' If; VII, 
Val. lai. 11876, f. 83’ ff.; Val. Ut. iiHBo, f. 4^1 ff. 

(lANCELiJERt, Adtvtjarui de Erdertii l.'rUi Romae, Rome, Valkan Ijlwary, Vat. U|. 9167« P- 7 
Pesarini, .TtAedarin, Rome, Vaiican Library, Vat. Ut. fjijB, f. 352 ff. 

II. AmiEter iLUtrtRAnu.st. 

, 355—1573 S. Peri zzi, Sketeh pians of chorcli, measurcd and insciihed “ m Vitale Rome and ’ cia <*»jU 
San Vitate m « numieu ", peii and ink; Florente, Llhzi, dU. arch. 654* lour fig. »70,, WB’. 
cf. Prsarini, lal. /«I. 13198. f. 357. 

1551 Bi ealwi, Pl.tn of thurch, ssoodcul; Map of Rome (ed. Emri.e. Roma al Ump» d, 6ui/i» IU, Rome. 
1911; Frutaz, PianU di Roma, pl. 197}. 









CORPI-» CIIRIJriA.VAKItM ROMAE 

.e-T PAOcM-n \ |>W ftom noitii. rn*iavinjfi Map uf Romc: iFiitTAi. rta»A- <A Roma, pl. aa8>. 

CARrvRo \ icw ofcluiK»! from ap»c, rngmvinc iRtua m. PimtU i^omgraficht, I urin aiul Romc, 
iqna, 'pl. >6: JoMn. ap. nl., fiff. ii6i Fr.-ia*. Ruat, rfi Rama, pl. ajyi. 

IA77 D.ipiEjiAC-LArR£«y. nirdWyc virw of cinireh from wuth. Mth north coutlyatxi. i 
Map of Romt (cd. Kmrlr, Ramapnma •*'« Romr. ignB; FRi^rAa:, Pianit rfl /f»m. 

1588 r«A SaNti, Fayadc ol' cliuixli, inirribcd ■" Ttmp. S, hiahi , w< 

ItHir a?!;* . . „ ». 

• ItMPEffTA, Vinv finm Nv^oodcui; Jiomitt (n 

repiibli*hrcl. map of 1606 Kd- KHRte, Roma ai Rmpo di Clamcnu VUl, \ aUcan Cl«y. 1 . 

Fritar, Piavit ii Roma, pl. »65). . , • ■ 1 j 

1611 Rii:iito.vE, \ irw of chiirf Ji inlrnor from %vc8t, onri of moiiajttiy gardciu, sliowing rliurdi and 
liKadr. cngradngs; »p. cU., opp. pp. <73. G83 (our figi, ar.o, af,i ;. 

1623 .Maooi. \ irw from wst, lugrav-ing; Map ol’ Romr (« 1 . Ilimi-i., Roma ai Itmfio di 17 //. 

Romr. Fritaz, Pianti di Roma, pl. Sto). 

i 67 <» Faloa, \'icw from wai. cngmvinit; Map of Roim- (cd. l-.HRi.r., Roma ai Irmpo di Cltmnlr X, 
Romr. ip3i: Fruta*. Pianit di Roma, pl. 359). 


». P>- “.M)" 
, Stockholm, 1915); 


C. CHRO.VOLOnV 

386 Sainl Ambrtuc findt fhr rrliu of Sainis Cruawui and Protaiiiu in Milan and, a fi-w ycars lalcr, 
lliar of their prrtuinrd fathcr, .Sainl Vilalis, in Bologna Rahertatio Vhitaitalii, I, Miorm, 
P.L., }6, coi. 350 f.; £;n<P><»r, aa, iiid.. coi. 1062). 

401—417 Iniioccnt 1 drditalts " iaMtam MUrtonui» Oervati H Prolati ", Ijiiili fitmi a bcqucst of Vrstina, 
wifc of an ilbutris. under ilir dirretion of the prodiytrn Uraicinu» and Leopardus, .and Ihr 
dcacon Lidanui; " tx dnatumt nitaualam iniutirif /rmmat Iciliaar, la^rantiiui prniiteris {.VnViiw 
r/ Lnparda rl ditum» Liiiana... tx dtligalimt whutrif ftminat Vmliruu " (L.P., I, p. zzo). Hr 
Aimiihrs ii with cuo silvrr jiaimr*, cach wcighing turniy pound»; iwo silvcr amat, cach 
weigbing iweniy pounds; nvrlvr »ilwr crowiu. cach liftrcn poiinds; a farax tafdhatvs wcighing 
ttveniy-tuo pounds; four silvcr candrlabraa, twcnty-fivc pounds cach; a silvcr tower (" lur- 
nm ") with pairne and a gilded dovT, wrighiiig 30 pounds. Ile also cslahiishm » haptislery 
and provides i( with a nuroher of silvcr vcsscls, chalicra, uyphi,Jari (oat/iari, and a silvcr 8Ca|r 
spouting walcr, wcighing lliirty jwninds. (£./•., I, p. zao ff.j. 

499 Caelius lanuarius, Suroous and Opilio eath sign as " pmlgttff iituii l'filuiat ’’ at the synotl hrlti 
Uiat ycar .If.C.H,, .IikI. ani., XII, p. 411 f.). 

595 Johannrs and Eapcctatui. " prtsiyltr Sancit Illaiii ”, sign at the Synod Jicid that ycar i .Kf.G.H., 
EpislaUt. 1, p. 336 f.J. 

590 deerre oTGrfgory the Creat, establisliing the protrssiiin of tlic litanics, States: ‘‘ litania riduarvm 
ai MtUiia martyris Vitaiu” [M.G.H., Kf>i>i»tat, IJ, p. 36; Mione, P.L., 76, coi. «Sii). The 
processioin of ihr elcrgy of the fourth region bcgins “ ai mlttia ianclitrvm marlyrum Gmatii fl 
Pralaxii" iCrecorv ov 'I^ours, citing the detree of Crogory the Creat, Hiil. Rianctnim, X, 
I; .U.G.ff., SS. Rrr. ,Mrr., I, I, Hanovrr, 18H4, p. 408; .Mjcne, P.L., 71, coi. 529 a). 

600 Joliannci ligtis al the synod as “pretium Ulula siiiulorum Pniaii el Gtnoisi" (M.G./l., Bpisittiat, II, 
P a75)- 

VII Epitaph of Abundantius " ...acol. reo. tiVAR i E rr. vesi i.mk ... ”, found in cemetery «f S. .\gnc5C 
century .'De Rossi, Intcriplianfi, I, p. 536, no. 1185; L.P., I, p. 223, n. 0 s.; Dibhi, /ntcripihat.i, i, p. 242, 
no. IZ49). 

CJi. 795 Tl*e Finsicdeln Ilinerary inentions Sn l’itaiij in Vic« Longo " and “ /n Sinisirtt Thtrmat liiodt- 
tunuu. Sandi Viialit ” {Lasciani, hin. EintitdUnse, p. 437 fT.; N^ALEsrfiNi-ZuociiETTi, God. To- 
popafia, II. p. J79). 

795—816 Ij-o III donales in “liluia snneli Pilalit" two textiles, onc rmbroidcrcd witli the story of the Rr.v- 
urrrciHin, and, in 8u6, a silvcr crown, wcighing ninc pounds il..P., 11, pp. 11, zi, 32) 

827—844 Crrgory IV' gives textiles "itate Vitati martyri" (L.P., II, p. 77). 

853 Hadrianus, “prtsiylcr liiuii S. ViJaiit", attends the council of O53 (Maxm, Vond/iorum, XIp. 
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ttSB 867 Nirhnias t dnnates an ieon of S. ViialU l|Ri«uh1y slHiwmg jun liU iRer} ; " tn liltUi IVinane 
Mf /ifurt ioalo Vilali marttru fttil koHaai, Aatnilrm Ittt hi. rl imi/ " II, p. ijg). 

1188- 1192 Ca-ncius Camerariut lisu " .Vanrla Vilait" us rixelviiig ihr coiMlderaldr sum of (wo mlidi 
srn, Ciiitf, p. 10; VALBRTtNi-ZucrHBm, Corf, Topofropto, III, p. «30). 

1313 1339 The 'Fuiin latainfpir of rhiiiehrs liisis S. Viiale as a liite eluirvli; il is siiU wrvnl tiy fniir cirives 

bui il tn rutiu: " Kttltsia Vaa/fi Filabi, lilahu prniiltri latdmolu, iim uuirii-, kalri IIH tirruot " 
iHClsek, Ckittt, p. 10; VAUrwTIxl./.ciXHRTn, Cod. Topagtupta, Ul. p. jjoi, 

1368 Cardinal Nicolo de' Cappocci in liii will leavrt piuprrty l«r ilir purpme nf rrslnimg S. Vitale 
tADlNOl.n. «p. dl., II, p. 261. quiiling « copy of lUc will in the .ir/Aiem dri Ovofaloiu, macio O. 

р. 6). 

1396 Giannutto di Niccolo di Primicerio dc Judkariis hestueaUici in his will foui gntil fiohui fnr iVir 
construction of the donr of ihr mimaslrry of S. Vitale l/VuiHiiiri, lac, lil.). 

1447 I45S Nicolas V repairs the ehiirrh; his mon/igram wai «ren hy Adinulli under tlic wali uf klir (um- 
panile liiid.l. 

1475 In a major restoratiun cainpaign Sintus IV rliminates the aklrs id ihr ehutch hy btnrking ihr 
nave colonnadcs; iiucription ahove the enirance doui lo ihc clmTeh; “.Vtsfu» lltl Puni. .Ifa*. 
a./undamtntu rtiiauranl aaiu fuMii AI.CCCC.Ui,\l'" i FonsaiUA, /trnci4«i, IX, p 111, n. 'f^li; 
Urbak, " Kirchrnbaiihunsi ", pp. 214, 264, 371; Ai.iiirtini, tipuvulnm dr .tfiiaAiJu ... ttomai, 

с. 78*). 

1512 The titie cardinat, ;\ntnnio dcl Monte, rrpain the church, Imii the culmi uf the woi k is unkiiown; 

an inscriptiun, now loit, oncr read: " .Ini. «. Monit. 11 . S. Vilal. pt. tard. papun. riporavil 
M.O.Xii" fSpANisii AKONVMnvs, Rame, Valkaii labrnry, rod. ChiKi, l, V, 1G7, f. 300; 
Furcella, Juriiieni, IX. p. 221. no. 557). 

1570 1384 Cardinal Cesi rcslores the high altar iUr.cwtio. .Vtutusi, r. 144 ff.l. 

1592 1605 Clcmcnt Vlll restom ihe rhurrii, which was in Iwd rrpair, and piares it under the auspi¬ 

ces of Ihr Nnviliatc of ihc Jnuiu at S. Andrea al Q|<iinnah'; " mlo aiiondoaala, t miflur- 
nando ruina Cltmenlt VItl, 1’anaa lygs f unt olla eicina di .V. Andtta, dam i Padre (.'uniti konno i( 
jVimlialo; ... eit la ridniiero a Mlutima propwtinw, / eaghtlta, aiulandoti habdla dtUa Hvioir 
principfxta di Bixiignano ..." tPAXciRoi.1, Texoti muniiti, p. 302; for the P.ipal lUill uf 199», 
rrding S. Vitale to the Casa Profnaa di S. Aiidira al f^uirinalr, see Hi.fcrrxH and rrtiir.111, 
ap. cil,, p. 62 f.). G. R. Fiammrri, Andrea Cominudu and ulheis paint muials tm llir rai;adr 
and portico, now loat, as well as altar painlings and murali inside the ihuich iH.sotioRU, 
Fl(f, .Vaplei, 1743, pp. 93, 206. Z20; "riTl, OrirriciMr, p. '284,.. 

1859 Pius IX tindrrlakes a major restoratiun of the church; liis inKiipliun is ulaive ihr door inside 
the chuich: ‘‘ zii. tx Roicr. max. ssuNinoA. rRoviOEieriA. «iiiM. vmi-siate. i>Arui:RKi. xuKe, 
STO. ET. IN. MBLUt. NlfEO. AN. MDCta:LlX " lFoR«.*I.LA, /«Ttcioai. IX, p. 22«. n. 35B). 

1956 The Snprinletidcn»a ai Monumenti dei lauio, under lite direclion of O. Matllii.w. unwivets 
the original fa^aile ami jionico ;MArrniAr., op, nl., p. 107 IL, flip. 1 and 2; our llg. 252). 
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I>. CEXEIC XL DK.SC RfFriON 

S. ViiaJc srand«: on ilir wcst side of' Via Xaitioiialc, iJie Rnin.in Vicus Longus, wtiicli in aii- 
cienl liitir» asrcndcd /rom thr Aigileiiiiti lo ihe Baths of Dioclctian, folltiwinjf «hc valley bctwccn 
the Quirinai and Vimina] hilJs'l'hc apse was buill ciose lo tlic sieep bank ol tlie Qiiirinal, wiiile 
tJie fa^ade appi:an) to JiasT becn sct bjuJ: alaiut 5.5 m. Irom the nortii side of the Vicus (pl. XVIll; 



Qg. 2y>). The axis of thr cbureh bring more or trs« normaJ to the strcel, it was orieiiied from south- 
easi to northwcst; bui for the salcr of brevity, wr shaJJ sjjrak of tlie apse as beiiig at the tvesl 
end of ihc na\c. V\hcn the intidcm Via -\axionaIe was constructed bctween 1870 and 188» 
the road ]e.cl was elevalcd by about 6 m. in front of thr chuich, vs-ith the resuit that ibe fa^ade 
noiv stands far beJow streei Jrvrl and is approached by a steep flight of dcsrcnding siairs. At the 
foot of these stepj the enlranec to the nave is protccted by a coloiiiiaded narthex of five arches 
beneath whith a fiftceiith century doorway opens directJy into the nave (figs. 250, 252, 271). The 
mtenor is a simple liaJl without aislcs. At the west end the ehancei is ditided from the body of 
thr nave by a elianccl raiJ and, on cither side, by recungular piers wliich project from the side 
walls (hg. 251). A doortvay at the south side of the chaneci Icads into the sacrUty. To the norih 
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a srmu-ircular rhambrr adjoins ibr rhancei, but il is armible onlv from ilw ouuidr. In plan 
and exterior form ihc cburrh thus pmenu iuelf, by and large, as Salbuiio Pctu/./i taw it l,hg. »70) 
and as renuidrird in 1475, when lltr aistrs wrrr ahotished'. TIm- only Inlrr clunigr* * ou tlw 
fxlrrior were made ut 1956 and rnnustcd in rmprniiig ibr fmnt anadrs «d the nartiirx and un- 
rovering tbose in llir narllirx renr wall, llial t». in ilir fa^ade of ilic nave; pait of ilir niiginal 
upper nave faijadc was cxyKiscd as was the tirsl nrclt of tbe mirth nave airadr», Insldr. thr nave 
stili sbows thr frrsco dccoralion and llie altars installrd in ihc icmtidcling of nyiyji tn 1005 ». Pw 
courtyards to ihc iioriii, soulh and wcsl, wliirli piotni ihc rhurch fitim ihc higlicr lc\'cl of thr 
surrounding ground, cxisiril as carly os ihc sixiccnth ccniury •. Itui iliry wcic rcguluriscd, ap- 
parcnily in ihc iBUoU, to judgc by ihc masonry of ihcir high irtaining walls. li it evidrni ihai 
ihc north and south courtyanU lakc ihc platc of furmer aislcs. 


E. ANALYSIS 

1. The Narthex 

The fivc front archrs of thr narthex arr sup|)urtc<i 011 lour columns let ImUsvccii tnasoiiry end 
piers (pI. XVIll; lig. 952). The retioralion undertaken in 1956 by tlic bopiitiiciiilen/a ai Moini- 
mcnli dcl Lazio has uiicovercd the nriginal masonry; il < unsitu ol alieniating i inirscs nf mfclli and 
brick in which one counc of cacli materiai tngrthcr wiih twu rourxes of inortar liavr an averagr 
hcighl of 0.17 m. (lig. 253}. The lufclli vary in ihickncit from 11 to 10 cnt. whilr iHith moriar and 
bricks are, as is usual, 3 lo 4 cm. thick. The moriar face is genrrally sct very slighlly briiiiid ihc 
brirk face and, as a rule, is trowcled lo a snuroth venical surfacc. Howevcr, in rrriain piares, iiii< 
tably near comen and in archivolis, thr moriar b soinetimn workrd to a iwo-facetnl roiivcxiiy. 

points where addilional strength is required, tulirlli arc umitted and the wall fare is ronsiriu:* 
ted eiilirely Lii brick; this occurs in the archivolis and in the spandrcls ol'aicatlcs. It is this type 
of masonry which occurs throughoiit the original paris of the Early Cihrislian sirut ture. 

The four columns which suppurt the narlliex arr 4.29 m. high; (Itey liave thafu uf giry gran* 
ite, bases and capitals uf marble* (hg. 254). The capitals aie a simplificd vertioii of tlic Com¬ 
posite order, in which a singie licr of unserrated Icavcs is lurmounirtl by volutes whUh arc car* 
ved arruratcly but with an economical abicncc of relief ffig. 255;. Wc irclieve that these, likr 
tnost of the architcctural omament at S. Vitale, wrre made expressly firr the chun h and arc of 
early hfth century date; iiidced, they rcsemblr the capitals workrd for llir coiiitriulion of S, 
Paolo f. 1 . m. in 385, in particulae the Ciomposite capitals formerly in the uulcr arcadrs*. Tra- 
vcrline pulvins wilh cyma profilcs, placcd atop the capitals, suppnrt the springings of tlvc brick 
archivolis. 

The arihcs of the narthex arcade arc built wilh 0.40 m. bricks which radiate fairly arcu- 
ratcly but from a point beluw tlic ievcl of the spiinging, where ihc lowcst vousstiirs are aircady 
inclincti. As the imposts arc lillle more iliaii 0.35 m. squarc in plan, the voiusoirs at tlie bot- 
tom arc only about 0.20 m. wide and arc iicatly inierlcavcd for a distancc of 0,80 m. abo\e 
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thc Capital*. Froni (fjis Icvel up to a liomontal linr whiVh i.s taiificnliiil t« thr cxtrado», llic spati- 
drels abovc thr four coJumns anr fiJIed wilJi brick aJoiir; abovc lliai Icvrl, and in ihe two eiid 
spaiidrds, 0/a.r /£f/afum is lesumcd. \Vc prcsume ihat thr cxtcrnal facc t.f thc arcade and thc 
intrados wcrc originally rcvcilcd uith maiblc platcs, whirh would to sonic cxicnt havc niiligaltrd 
thr cxcCTsit-ely .slcndrr proporiions now sceii. 

Thr cast waJlof thc nave siands ncarly, but not cxartly, parallcl Ui thc fivc-arclicd oiitcr arcade 
of thr narthex. ITic rrntral dooj'u'ayi* embeiished with a marbJr dnorframe which brars Sixtus IV"s 
instnption, dated 1475 '6g. 256J. Investigalion of thi* wall, iindcrtakcn in 1956, has sJiowii that 
thrrr was originali) a setond fivc-archcd coJonnade in placr of llie present fatjadc wall ‘. Thus thc 
nave of thc church niu.*t originally havc opeiicd toward thc narthex and consequcntly oniy thc 
two parallcl coloiinadcs in thc front and thr rcar of thc narthex sepaiatcd thc church fiom thr 
puWit thoroughiarc, thc Vicus Longus [pl. XVTII; ftgs. ^56, 269). The arcade which Icads from the 
narthex inio thr nave is taller than thc front arcade (figs. 235, 259). Tlic four granite columii.s which 
original/y supported it werr ali 5.08 m. high. Thrir composite capitals are richer than iliose 
of thc narthex front arcade in that their belis are ornamented with two ticrs of unscrratcd Icaves; 
bur their volutes are left withoul cancd spirals“. Tlic inner paii of columns wa.* removed 
in constructing the ccntral doorway, but thc outrr pair reinains in situ. M sonte poini, small 
latcral doorwaj^ apparenti) ptererd the bloc king wall.s of the ouler pair of ar. Ites, but these loo 
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are ttuw tiiia krsi I lir llunholil stiHir and lin¬ 
tei *if thr oiir >m ilic (UMtii wdr «tr parily nm- 
MTvcd lig *Y, ■ 1 'hr libMluiiK ol tlwr 4r>.wir* 
whith Irad Itom tlir naiilsr» to thr n«%r *»r at 
prrtrsil cmricd wtil» • hravv |>liu(cr <<wt. Itm 
in ptN>to({taphs lakm in 1937 thr bU« king ap- 
pean u» ruiiMtl fd Iwn kwtnk vrry simiUr to ilw 
ariginal walU of thr < hun li •ituI pirsumablv 
but lillle Ulei in date. Abovc llir .oluinn», 
irasrnior im|M»t bh* k» sup|iori tlsr arrhivoli», 
wlikh wcre revetted with tnaiblr platinit. sonM: 
of ilir piate» are «ill la oh», prcvrsrd by thr 
in»riicd IrUnkmn walU bg». a',*». r'»8,. Sx 
rither rnd <if tlw arcade lltr rnd pier it tlcco- 
laictl with a sleiidrt matbU pUaiici uniainctit- 
cd with (kjiinilnaii base and tapital; thetr 
arr apparcnily nmtcmptirary wdth tlie buiW* 
ing of the rhuirh lig. a'»?'- 

i‘o ilrcngth»‘ii ihc inner .irt ade in it» u»k til 
»upp<*riinK the heavy ea»» (a»,adc of thr nave, 
iu live atthivtjlu vsere formed with bipedal» 


















in placc of th»- stcsquipcdals iiotcd 
in thc outcr arracle, and tJic imposu 
wcie made siouier (figs. 255, 256). 
■J'hc spandrels bciwern ihe archcs 
are brifk huc, as bcfore, «/«u liifa- 
lum is founrf in thc ■ipandrcls of thr 
enti picrs, and thc sanie matcrial 
is resuined a lew eourses above (lu- 
«ummit of thc cxtnulos i.lig- 253)- 
At this levcJ a row of large rcc laii- 
gulai' heam holcs is visibk; it 
prcsiimably housed ihe original 
reiling beams spaniiing thc narthex. 

The narthex was apparently 
boiindcd to north and soutli by 
triple arrades. The south arcade 
has disappearcd bnt the northerti 
one sursives in parf (fig. 259). Its 
column.s have disappearcd but the 
arrhes icinain, thc scsquipedal ar- 
chivolt.s .spring at thc same Icvcl as 
thosc of Ihe quiiuuplc front arcade. 
The Central arch svas aboul 10 cm. 
higher than thr laleral ones, l’n- 
like thc quiiituplc arcades, thc 
spandich of tlie triple arch are 
buiit in Vutatum. At ihe nottliwesl corner of the narthex, svlicre the wesl end pier of the 
north arcade meeis thc north end pier of tlie inner arcade, the niasotiry of thc triple arch is 
not bonded atid thus is posterior fo Uie fabric of the itiner arcade. Howevcr, tlie coursing is 
cxartly thc saine and vvc prcstimc that tlie two are virtually conlcinporaneous. Wc cannot con¬ 
ium thit oixiersation by examining the iiui ihca.st comer bccause thc ma.sonry has bcen rcbuilt 
in modern times. 



flg. 259, S. Viuilc. Nardicx, ii 


2. Upper pai-t of thc nave fa^ade 
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Tlie investigations of rrvealed, in thr mnwr p»tt of thc ihr rigln ininb «f an 

original window in ihr ofiui liiittium momauv at a di«ianir of 1.53 m. ftom ihr nonlicoal tor¬ 
ner of thc nave exterior ffigs. 251, 253). The wintlow ailt u 11,45 m, utiove it»r linse of ihc tnton- 
tiadc l>clow. The wiiidosv upeniiig was eiilier i.Oo m. or a.oo m. wiilr (ronttirunK liiinni. 
«ions are re|Kjrictl) *, and thc prcsrrved part of ihe north janih slumt ihat ihe springing of ihr 
window ari h tnn«l have hecn at leasl 2.53 m. hinh aliovc Ihr »ill, prrhapt hiKher. .\ verlual 
fissure which continues ihc line nf ihe jamb dowti Itnniigh thr listatum maMinry srrms 10 thow 
Ihat al firsl ihc sili was desigiird at a hiwcr Icvel, but was altrrcd diiving ronslniiiinn. This 
siirviving opening was cvidcntly onc of a row of fivr Windows, spaccd 10 coitcipiind with thc 
five archcs bclow. 


3. North Wall of the nave 

The north wall of ihc church displays nn iis oiiiit fat e rcinaiiis of Ihe arrades whirh formcrly 
separaled ihc nave from the north aislr and stipporird thr rlrirsloiey wall !pl. XVTll 1. At thc rasi 
end of ihc wall, adjoining thc fai;adr, ihe enil pier ttf llir eoloiinadr is biiili of ihe same kind cif ojtus 
lislafum as previinisly notrd in thc narthex and ihc iiavr favadr :lig. 260). The pirr siip|]oris thr 
first archivoit of ihe iint lli nave arcade, wluch springs from a hrtghl of 4,50 m. almve lloor lev- 
cl; tliiit is, ahoiit u.40 m. bclow the spriiiging Icvel of ihe adjacrnl inner nailhcx anrade, from 
which it IS separaled oniy by thc end pirr of Ihr nave. The liril arch of ihr iiavr aicadr is slill 
iitlari; it resl.s on the end pier Io Ihc Icft, and on thr hnl cohiinii uf thr lolonnade Iu the right 
ffig. 261). This column has a granite shaft supi>orled by an attie basc wilh an unutually high 
petlcslal; ihr scaling of the pcdrslal corrcspimds fairiy well in Icvel wilh ihe column bases of 
Ihe nave fa(;adc. The granite shafl is crowned by a tnarble « apilal of simplifietl Cotrinthian pal- 
tern wilh unscrraled leaves; ihcrc are onIy four leaves in the upprr lier cumparcd wilh right 
in thc lower, and Ihc volutes at thc angles above are very siinply cxcsuteil (lig. 1611. Over 
the capital lies a tnivcrline pulvin with cyma protde on which the imptsil ttf thc bricW arcluvult 
rest». The arch is biiili with bipcdals and thc masmiry uf the spandrrls ii hiicU, wiihuut 
courses of tufcUi. This brickworit continues for cight courses altovc ihr apex of ihr rxiradus, alier 
which thc wall reverts Io apui tiilalimi fig. 260). nirre counirs above the extratlos wc nol* a biped- 
al binding courec*. The opui liilulum continues for 4 m., and Ihcn, nearly 10 in. above lloor 
level, thc early masnnry is rcplaced by later construet ion. No iracc of an urigiiial clrrrsiorry 
window is seen in llic siirviving masimry, but thc /utaltun bieaks ull al a Icvcl bclow- llir height 
of 10.95 "'•< 'vherc clcicslorey Windows do occur in thc wesl pati of ihe nave*, and 1.50 m. 
short of the window silis in thc east favade, 11.45 "*• “bove floor Icvel, 

The bipedal voussuirs of thc original arcade continue in the second arch almoat as far as 
thc apex; wesl of iliis poini thc masoiiry of thc artliivoll and thc wall above ctiange» radically. 
Lvidenily thc original structure was destroycd in some dlsasicr, piobably a fire, which spared 
oniy thc ca-sl arch and lesi than half of thc adjacent aKliivoll, and thc arcade lo thc wcsi was 
subscqitenily rcbuilt in masonry of a later period (figs. a6i, 262). In placc of bipcdals tlie archcs 
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iveir conitrurtRd of radially-sei uniis in ivhirh mo«t voussoirs are c omposed of t»vo shnrl hritks. Whilr 
ihe bipedali arr o\tr o.Co m. in Jengtii, iJir rcitorcd archivolla are only 0.50 ni. long. Never- 
thcJrss the colunuis on «hirh ihc.t<- arches rwt arr likdy to br the original onr.s, sincc inaiiy of 
thr shafis and capitaJ» cJoseJ> rrsemblr iliose whieh simivc al the casi cncI of the t oloniiade; 
prrsuniably thry were »al\agcd froin the original church. Howrver, some of the coJumns may 
have hccn iosi, and prrhaps Ibr ihis reasoii ihc rebuildcrs Iblloived a prcvailing fashion and, in 
ncstoriiifi the foloniiadc, rcplarcd e\ery rhird column wiih a rcttangiilar pier, i.ao m. widc. 
Thus thr lou of suppor» t>as diviilrd into hvr groups of thrrr arclies each, similar lo ihc arraiige- 
mrni in thr itpper church of S. Clrmrnte and at S. Maria in Ckwmediti The piers arr buiit 
ofsmall brolcen brirls iiidisrriminalely niixcd with lumps of tufa; uherc a modulus can be mea- 
siired wr find as man> as 7 courees per Roman foot. However, the surikcr of the piers that we 
nou see on the church exterior was iiot inrended as the original appearance, but svas produced 
by adiing aivay thr original stirface. It secnis ihai the piers formetly stood forward fiom the 
hne of the arrade. Thus the> would have protrudrd likc buttresses fiom the >vall face wheii the 
archr* ivere finally walled up. To avoid ihis thry werc ad-rrd back to a comtnon plane, and what 
ive now sec is no more that. the core of tJ.e fi.rmrr piers. The real character of the mastmry of 
the rebuilt areade is scen in the spandreh and above thr archivt.lts, where six course» of brick al¬ 
terna ting with stx of mortar stand . R. ft. high, thr bticks being small and ofvarying tl.ickness 
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whilc dir inortar hnU are 
fmishcd wilh slighlly conve* 
poiiiliiiK- Tlii» leiluiique it 
fmiurtidy fomid iii Ronie iti 
Work of ihc ihirleinili aiul 
raily lourlmilh «enturic», as 
on the fiieaile wall of S. Maria 
Maggiorc ' and the upper 
walls of the I.airriui liantepi. 

The spandrrU over llir rc- 
built arrading arr c-onsirurlcd 
of sitiall brickt for a lirighl 
of ciglu courars. Thr struc¬ 
ture is thr» roniinued in lu- 
frlli 'operti furatinnea} for alaiiil 
a riietcr; highrr up wc fiiul * 

randuni rubblc with lliiii plas- 
tcr rrvetmrnl {opera a larfo), a uctmiqur ofiri 
Roman biiilding at llir lime of Sixtus IV lig, jtij. •. Al a 
licighl of 1.60 m. ahove tlic apex of thr arcading. llir wall 
wax formcrly pirierd by a row ol six pointed wiiidowx, spacrd 
rqually but iiot rrlaird to thr iiiicrtaU of thr rolonnadr. 

The shape of the Windows pmclaims ihcm tlie work of 
Sixtus lV’s Intildcrs. Ivadi opriiiiig wa» i.ao m. widr and 
3.00 m. high from sili lo apex anil wa.s siirrrnindrcl by a 
splayed embrasurc. Sincr thr Sixtine wiridowx ilo noi cor- 
rcipoiid witli the arcading, we a.«iume that tlir anades 
wcre sealcd up and ihc aislrs abandonrd in or Iwfoir 
1475. In a later remodcling, prcxumably iit thr sixirciilh 
century, three of the poimrd Windows wrrr wallrd up and 
three wcre rcplaced by rrctangular openiiigi 'pl. XVMI 
Of the four reeiangiilar piers whirh divide thr iiorth 
rolonnadc into five seu of triple archei, the fiisl thrrr arr 
alike, aiul ihcir eoiulilion Itas been deseribrd abovr; but thr 
foiirih, the westenimosi pier, it dillcreiit ifigs. iba, 

This pier projrcu into the church inirrior, whrrr it fontis 

a buitrexs, thus separating thr ii.ivc from the chamrl; it ts tl.eietorr prrp. iulicuUr lo the colosi- 
nade instead of being paiallel with it like thr other pirn pl. XVI M , U also pio|r. tt cxlcmally 
and forms the abuimrni of an arth whieh crosses tlie former norih aisle IVont soudi lo iiorth 
ffig. 263). In ronsiruclion also, this pier it dillercnt fr.un the oilier thier. 'Ihr vitiblc portmii 
is faced with large brick» with a modulus of fivc courte» per R. ft. and liiilshcd wilh wcll- 
markctl fa/sa cortina poiniing as it is characieritiic of Romanctque building in Romr*. The arch 
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which i-rosjcs fli.- atiJf springs fnuti tlic pier -H ^ level O-O» m- «bove Ihc spriiiffin^ of the n.ivr 
4rr«d; it i« huiit of Inrgr, radiatly »rt bruk wuwsuir», Jilmt finislied willi /a/ra fur/ina p<iint- 
ing, and tJie iitmc t)p«- of |■«nmrllc l^f>n i» jrcii in llii- HpaiidrpJs afjovr. At t(ir (mint ivhi rr llir 
n.nr arcade inlrr*(N is thr maNiinrv' of thr pier and crons arrh, it i.> clrar llial the lalter was 
aJirady cxiaiif tvJirn Ihr arx.idr wa» buift and ifiat a roiigh stot liad to he ent ihrriiigh the /a/ia 
n)//i'ita tvaff fai r lo admif ihr lowcr vouMoirs of llif <ontiguou* nave andi. Hem r Ibe lran*vci^ 
piri and arrii air «crfainfy iddi i tlian the nave an adiiig vshirh abui.s it oii thr ra«t itiilr. Fmm 
liif ttylc of hricUaying and poiiiling it niight br a,«ignrd t<i thr twclfth or thirteenth cenlur>-, 
wiinrat tJie inaMiiiiy frt lin/ijur of ilir rrhuilt nave artade, no less than the reiation betwceii llir 
two partt, indicatrt thal the nave arcadr is later. The transverse arrh w.is later hioi ked with 
masonr)’ roi retponding iviili ilir blnekiiig materiai of the nave areades. A small door bioken 
ihroiigh the IjIim ked transverse arch leads inio a ehamber wliich adjniii.t thr presbylery, biit is 
inactcs«ibl<- fmm inside the rhurch (pl. X\'lll; fig. 370^'. 

Inside this seniirirriilar c liamber wcsl of the Krintanesqne transveisc pier and arch, three inore 
arrhes conlintir thr nave areading bc/iw rcarhing thr rnd of tJie area origiiiaily occupied by 
the ais/r. ffowevrr, thesr ihrrr arrhr.s tlo nol briong lo thr series of nrrades that was rrbiiill iii 
thr iligh Afidd/c Agrs and drscribrd abovr. Iiutcad, they evidrntly daie from thr original litb- 
rir of the chunh. liidiTtf, /ikr thr ca.strrnniost arrh of the norih artade, the thrrr wcsl arches 
are construefed of bipetial.s and the moriar joint.s show' siglis of convex donble-facrled poinling. 
Also, a probe inio the llank of rhr Romancsrjiic pier has revealed a rohimn shali inside. This 
too must belong 10 ihe original roloiinade, for u coJtiinn in tlus locatioii was iircessary to snppori 
thr anfrpinidtimaic aixh of lite nave artade. Prcsurnably the uext two colurnas and the Irrini- 
iiating eiid pier of thr arcadr also stili exist, thoiigh now hidden by piasicr. Certaiiily ihcy wcre 
sisibJe when Sallustio Peiii/yi made Itis skcieh plan, as was the ouicr waJl of the ai.slc ifig. 270); 
thr hcmiryrlc uhit h now coiicraJs this wall was prrsimiably built in ihc remndcJing of 1 ijga to 
iboj and intrnded a.t an ap.ddal e.xcdra tiprning from the iiorth end of the chaiicel and ac- 
ccsaibJc ihroiigh ihc triple arrarlc '. FinalJy, the end waJl of the aisic stili stand.s ai the end of the 
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tV n.mh. oulri Incr of Uie ntiilr KiJI i> (iiobablv tUlI piw/vcd. hiifclrr 


jpBffgwga ft.. z 


T, brliiiul ibr irlainiiig w<ll <il Itic lounyuiil. 



f « luiiiilirr, righl inrlrm wr»l of thr Koinaiirupir liauv.r;.. .,ri h, llir itorlh >id«- of tu 

/iita/um Wall fair >* vitiblr tinni ihr uuluitc Iu llii- nrigiiial itniKn, thr aiihiini iltllrrrntiuinl l 

Ihr aisic ilraily finiii ilic nase by sriiing in ibr anir nui wall i i m ra.l ul ihr nate, ihns 
liirniitig a srt bai k, iiuw parlly oImi iirrd by a lainwaln pi|kr Iik jlif i 

^ A.’ .. alHive, in thr lung sircu b of thr navr an adr that wa« irbuiti iii thr llmh \|i.Mlr ^ 

f .Vgcs. Ihr upprr palis nl thr na\r wall arr n>ntrtn|a.iary wnl. lliai irbinliliiiK, v^hllr uihrt paits 
dalr liutn llir reinuilrliiig uf Msiin l\ In ll•llllatl tu ihis, ilic navr wall wliuh surninunit thr 

I last Ihirr ar« hrs and tisrs aliuvr thr iim.1 i 4 ilir srinii irt nlar < haiiilin u binll ul InlaiNm 
and it apparnitly pari of thr original ihuixh dig. sti', I hr hitafirm maHiiir> siaiuU tu a 
heiglil of iirarly 11 ni. abovr IIihii Irvrl aud, lliougli nbsi uird bv platin irvrlinrni, •« Appar. 

I rtilly miitilrrriiplrd by any original «Irirtimc-. wiinlow >.l . ahluiiigli ihit li-vr! 1 uiirs)Miii<l« 

rxiully to llial of llii- vvinduw tili iound at |n>l llut |Mani iii ilvr upjMMiir wall, llir unilb Wall 
ul llir iiitve K.K i Thr Itanapir wiiiilow wbu li diuniitiair* thr «haiicrl iviiii iluwii a Irw iiinrtrt 
inio llir carly niasrmry. 

j 4. The Houih wall of ihr nave 

l'hc Miulh side of thr nave prrtniit ilir taiiir fralure* as thr noiih wall rxirpi ihal llir iiilun- 
nadr» and aicailrs aie nnl vitililr. I hry niay liavr l»mi rrnuivrd and rrpUrrd b> a |ilain wall, 
or rise tliry iiiay stili rxisl wiilnn that wall. Iligher up, thr piaiiuii lilirrnih irininy wtndowt 
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CorrcsprmrfinR «> i 
iiorlh ivali of navfi 
rross :«iTh to thr w«l 
367). Rwinff abiivc «hc tcrrace 1 


and th. later nvtangnUr opminps «luVh repJare ihrcc of these ,vindo«« ol Sixtn, IV cxartly re¬ 
nent tl.e detaiis rreorded f..r .l,e nor.h .ide. Moreover. a Komanr«,.... tran,ven«> arch .n Imc 
tWtf. . proj« pier in the nave rrllect» thr correxponding fealures of the north a.sir. Th., arrh, 

. Wocke.l up, fornis the ca,t wall of thr prc«-n« »acri„y (Rg. 366;. 

I ihe retiiaitu of ibe original fabric abovr llie wesiemmosi tnpJc hay of thr 
the streteh of wall on 'he soutli «idc which rxtends froin «hc RomaiieAqiic 
nid walJ of the former sonth aislr i» also «onstnirted in ofius /is/atum (fig. 

. roof of the Sacrisly, the atu irnt masonry ii beticr prrserved 
tfaai. on thr north side; at thr extreme soiithweit comer of the nave it rearhes a height of i3..|0 
m above floor frvel. Thr high ivaJI ccasci at a verliral face, 1,42 m. casi of the extemat south- 
svest comer This fissure U obviously ihe left janib of the westernmost clerc-storcy window. The 
tnndow embrasorr is bl.H-ked by a wall whieh supports a modest belfiy of late sixtcenlh cen- 
tur) date, bnt the opening of the Early Chiiitian window is clearly iiidicated through the dil- 
ferences in masonry ifig. 267). The sili is formed by a hori/ontal courte of laige bricks, 10.95 «'• 
above floor JeveJ. The right jamb of the window is now lost, for the /ii/a/um wall has been cut 
dowu Io sili levcl foi the remainder of its siir- 
viving letiglh (fig. 26O). About 10 m. cast of 
tltc south-west corner of Ihe nave, the /iilatum 
masonry brcaJes olFin an uneven, approxiinalely 
verlical line which corresponds to ihe eastem 
face of ihc Roinancsque crosx arch butiresscs; 
east of this the south wall is apparently of 
fiftccnlii cenlury date. 


5. The west wall and apse 


The west wall and apse of the original build- 
ing siaiicl intact to within a meter or so ofwhat 
inusf Jiave becn their full height (pl. XVTII; 
Jig. 264). The structure iscomposed of the samc 
opui /i.i/atu»i us liic otiier parts of thr original 
strtjcturc, excirpt Ihal brick courscs are i>ct a- 
iionally doiibled and nne band of four brick 
courscs passes around the wall at the leve) of 
the spi iriging of the apse arch. Inside, the pres- 
ent apse is smaller than thr original onc and 
measures but 8.30 m. in diameter instcad of the 
Tig. aG8. S. \ iulr. Rrnii»in« of original apse vauh original 1 t.3om. (pl. X\ 1 II;. The smaller apsc 
yvas probably creaied by lining the original onc 
with a strotig inner wall, but wc arc unablc to cstablish iis date, whether 1592 to ilioj or 
earlier, ot 10 give rcasons for it» construction. The lining, in any event, carries the pres- 
ent half dome which rises lo an apex 12 m. above floor Icvel. The original apse was tallcr 
as well as largcr; where the springing of the apse arch is visiblc cxtemally beside the cylin¬ 
drica! wall (fig. 264), its basc b 10.50 m. above floor levcl and its apex miist have risen 
to about 16,5 m. The upfnr part of the original vault has collap.srd, but a zone at the base of 
the vault, about j m. high, is visiblc in the attic story wliicli lies belween the extradi» of the 


prcMMtl apse vruIi «nd the 
cunical lilcd roof tlig. ufiH). 
This original half doinr u rr- 
vetlrd with plnslrr and at prri- 
rnl doei nol diiplay any lign 
of anrirnl deroralion; liow- 
ever, painiing* or mntkus 
mighl be discovern! Iirnralh 
itie suriat r. 


F. Rl'CONSrRLXrriON 



The main ouiliiics of the 
original rhurch are easily rr- 
conslmctcd (figs. 252, 2G9;. 

The narthex rcmaiiis iiilacl, 
includiiig iisfnini .xiid flankiitg 
arcades. 'flic nave w as eineied 
from the narthex through a 
quiniiiple arcadr, over 20 R. 
fl. higli from ihe ihreshold to 
the apex of the arches. The 
nave was 150 R. fl. long and 
iis width wiw 50 R. fl. betwren 
tlic ceniers of thr columns. 

It was separated from the 
aisles by arcaded culunnadcs 
ol 15 arches cach, suppori- 
cd hy granile columns. Thr 
Ckirinihian and ComixMitr 
capilals of these columns wcre 
proliably made cxpressly for ilic chiireh. riif nave an ailrt are sliglitly lower ihait ilir arelws 
of the fai;ade wall. At ihe west md the nave termiiiated iti au a|>»r, 3II II. fl. in iiileriial 
diameter; its domical vault rose behind an a|i*e arth wliiili spratig at a levrl 35 R, R, ab»»ve 
floor levcl. The apes of the vault wa» piobably alami Iki R. fl. high. The nave was Iit by 
five large windowt in the rasi fat;ade wall, tlwir silis 31J fl. alwve IliKir level aml, civer ihc 
coloniiades, by clciestorcy Windows wlwise sitU wcre nni quite 2 ll. lower than tlwse <»f ilu* 
east wall. Prcsumably iherc wcre fiftrrn wimlttws on carli side and ali ibr window» were 
capped by semicircular anhrs; ihey musi luvc beeii about <» R. fl. wide aml at leasl 7’/* K. 
Ft. high lo Ihe springing of thrir arches. (iiven ihc lolal Iciiglh «)f tlie cleiesmiry, 150 R. ft., 
wc can compote the width of the spaces belween ihe Windows: the torner pier» are eath 5 
R. fi. wide, and the total width of fiflcm window» al <> R. R. cach, is qo R. R.; the rcrtiam- 
der, 50 R. fl., divides inio fourleeii iiilCTSiiccs of 3*/* R nolable fealure of ihe 

church was ihc grcal height of wall belween ihc apex of the nave anade and thr silis «if the 
clcrcstorcy Windows; ncarly 18 R. fl. high, ihU hlank wall recalU tlic proporiioiis ol SS. tiio- 
vaniii c Paolo and likc it was prcsumably cmbcllishcd with painlings or mosaits. 


Fig. >hM. H. VlUlr. 






















3 afl 


<:ORPl'« BASILir-ARlO^CHRJ^^JAVARl M ROMAF. 


In an c.rlv rrmodrlinR. «.ill Early Chrhtian. tl.c q.muoplc arcad. .(.rouRh wl.irh .1« na.- 
communicaicd wi.h ...c na^^ wn. «allcd up an.l rcplaccd by d.rre door, .nsCcd mlo 

ilic oiiifr and cirnicr an lie*. j r ™ _ 

1„ .hc Romanrsqu. pcriod ,h. «est porlion of ihc nnh... and nav. «xr. scparatcd frnn, ihc 
rrst b» scmii irciilar arclirs thr.>«-n arross iJk aisics Irom picrs projccHnf? mto Ihe nave. Ue « on- 
■V.urx .ha, Ihe pier* originaJIy suppor.ed a large .riu.nphal arch, iravrrsing ihe nave. 

La,cr, ,he par. of «he nave eas, of ihe Ronrianesqne iran.svcrse arches wa, dcs.royed, proba- 



bly by firc, rjiccpt for the rasi waU and tbe most easterly arches of the nave eolontiadcs. i lie 
narth«, cast fa?ade and the pari of the nave lo the west of the transverse archc-s wrre spared. 
In repairing this disastcr the ruined arcades vverr rcstorcd; some of the columns wcre rcused biit 
othrrs wrre replaccd with reetangular pier.s; thesc werc arraiiged so that llie arcades were disdded 
iuto groups of thn-c arclics. Wr are incliiicd to ihiuk that when the rcstorcd walls had rcaclied 
a hcighi of about a m. above the apex of the arcadr.s the vsoik came to a stand.still. In two 
sucrccding pha.ses tlie church wa.s rcmodeled: the arcades wcre blocked and the arches aboUshcd, 
excepi iii their wcst portions, corresponding lo the three last bays of the nave arcades; Ihe clcr- 
estorcy walls, except for their cast and west ends, wcre rehuilt and pierced with ranges of six 
poiiited window on cach side (figs. 262, 266}. 1’inally, in a sccond reinodeling the interior was 
rcdccoratcd; the narthex arcade was wallcd up and the remnants of the aisics in the west becaine 
exedrae, rntered from the clianccl through ihc triple arches whirh siiivived from ihe original nave 
arcading (figs. 250, 251). 


S. VITAie. 


o. CHR 0 .\oi- 0 (;v 


Thcrr ii 11(1 dnubt that llie «iiiginal basilh a datci from ihr pontiru ate of Innmm, 1 , p.j m 
417. 'I he .1... «meritapr cvi.leme prcscu.ed by ihc l.ibt, par.icutarly ihr donalim. 

liit t<r ihc founder Vestina iiuorporalrd ihrrcin, coinrtdrs wilh ihr .nvhaeiihigkal dala. Ihe 
Urhinquc of construrium in o/Rn liyUttum and brick, Uie «ir« asioiial dnuble raceiing of ihe moriar 
joinu, the pioporliuns of llic 
nave, .he nave faeade opriiing . 
in a quin.uple arcade and 
prweded by an arcaded nar¬ 
thex — are ali Teatures whirh 
support this dalc. The latter 
diaratlcristic in partitular 
finds iis cxact counirr]>ari in 
Roman cburchcs dating IVnni 
about 400, namcly S. Cle- 
mente, dated ca. 380; Cluin h 
A of S. Hictro in Vincnli, ca. 

400; SS. Giovanni c Paolo, 
shorily aficr .|io; and possi- 
bly S. Hudeiiziana*. 

Mr. John llci r.nanit kindly 
suppiles the following note: 

“ niimhcr of cupitals cairy- 
ing fiflli century arches remain 
in their original places, in the 
open faijade (figs. 273, 2751, 
in the frontal portico Ifig. 274} 
and on the lirst and twelfih 
columns of the right nave 
arcade. AII are schema.ic 
composiics; sinte ihcy fit their 
shafts, it is very likcly they 
were ncwly made for the 
basilica. Other composiics in 
the rcbuiit paris of S. Viialc 
musl likewise have come from 
tl.c original constructiotl. Tilis i‘iK- 374. S. Viutr, narthex, opilal PlK. 37^. H. Vitule, EaM ateade, caintal 
group of capiiais stands out 

fnmt other sct.s of schcmatic composites in Early Chrisiiat. Churches (S. Paolo f.l.m., S. SLslo S’ec- 
chio*) in exhibiiii.g a rare degrre of varieiy and origitiality. Boih llie Icaf zonc an.l the 'io.iic’ 
pari of ihr capital are varicd. The soft, iow*quality ca]>itAls of the frontal jKirtico have only 



* MAriiiuis» ni., tcc Abci iboiY. VoL 1 . pf». tii f, U9 T. 4 ^ ff-. «u*ii Vr 4 . Ili, pfi. 416 tf., nji* 

• Scc nhwt p. 167. 
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. • . . «rnll» rm^iKing fiom tJ.o echin... (fig. J72). The 

„„r rinK«>fk»voi; thcir > ^ „f <.iRhr Icav« a.Kl smooili volute* 

rapital* of fhc opeii «(.a i^nnadcs of the ba«ilira, capital* aRain have Iwo ring» of 

rf.wppcar altoRt tlicr. tn p P ^ multiplicd «o 12 an.l ihcn 14 lr»v« 

*rccn, sulMlntdintr (ho fronw p ^ for co.intbia.. volutca on Ion* *tcm» or lor 

capital ty,. throuRh co.t.inuou* cl.anRC of dettoh ,.,„hcx tou*. 

chaiiRc ivhii h ocrurs alxait 43» «» ■«•»" 

" !’ . f „r «; vitalr can »h- dalcd cither by their tcchiiiquc of construction, by 

thcirrJk orricumcnUrv cvidct.ee. The triple arch wluch ..,.parently divddrd 

Ir re, ofthe nave rcc.n, Ro.nancMp.e from ir* certua iKnn.tng po.stbly tt 

date, frorn the iwdlth century. The rnttoratio.. of the navT arende ,n wh.ch every .b.r .1 colu. .. 
«•a* rcpiaccd by a pier i* harder .0 d.ate: the rhythmie ahcma.ton of *..pporU .* char.u.enttK 
oflte eleventh and early ..velfU. century practice in Reme, a» in ''l*;!"";; 

chutch and the building ofthe upper ehurch at S. Clememe alter .084 and P«-^/ ^ ' ' 

spectivelv,- the prexent chutel. of llu^ Qua.teo Coronati, da.erl ...6; and tlu' rebu.ld.ng of . . 
Iria u, Connlin a. abou. the ume titne * On the other hand, the tcchnique of n,a*..nr> 
coineidu ui.h Roman building cua.om of the later Middle Age*, a* rep.e.*en.ed for im.ance b> 
the fourteen.h century ca.npanile ol S. ^Viaria Maggiore. Thu* we .nu.vt assume thal the rh>lli. 
mic alternation of supports at S. Vitale brIatecUy take* .M> a clesign prevalc.tt m 
..00, but possibly continuing for some lime. The vvill ol N.ccolo de Cappoeci, vvl.o m .368 d - 
revted his liein, to provide for the repair of the church «. might pr^ubly md.cate the date for lh« 
eampaign of reconslruetion. The abolilion ofthe .abies and the ronstiaitlion of sidc wall, ,a. 1I. 
pointed Windows b obviously the vvork of Sixtus IV and b dated .475 by hb inscriptio., on the door 
lintei *. Finally the dccoralion of the interior vvith frcscocs, the csU.bl.shment of new altar», and 
the transformatio,, of the last bays of the nonh ablr into a hrmicyclical apse werc enected m the 
late sbteetith century remodeling 


H._HI.STORICAL PO.SITION 


.S. \'i,ale b well datrd and casily vasualbcd in iis original slaic. It represenw to pctfec- 
tion the type of the Earlv Christian basilica in Romr shorlly after 400 A.D. In plan, it coii- 
sbu of nave, two aislc* and semkircular apse; it vvas comtiuCcd of comparativelv light w.alls 
supporiing linibcr roofs over ait paris, cxccpi the half dome of the apse; in il» proporiioiis, the 
lengili of the nave b throc times iis widlh, and iis height i» six-fdths of the width; the broad, 


• 8« jUa*. Vgl. I, R. ts\), 

• grr «boiT. dl« 1568. 

* Ser MJV 

* Str sLuve. dig. I5^.|6 us. 
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six foitl v.ide ilcrriloicy window» are iiariov*ly «paced yV* fert apail. It i« typic»! alm in the 
dexiRn of the eapicaU antl, finally, iii ilw nave fayadc which open» toward the narthex. Otdy 
two or ihiee feature» are somewhat rxrc|iti(iiial and olliciwUc uiiknown; the triple arcadr ihrtmgh 
vvhith thr narthex ojKt.ed on iu siiln; ibc leng'!* "f ‘be nave accade lifteen arrhr. itutrad 
iif llic ctiilotnary iwelve or tliirtccn; and perliap* alwi the ctHtsidrrablc hright of the wall he- 
tween ihc apex of ihc arche» artd the cicrninrey window*. 











INDEX UF CHURCHF.S AND U.l.lJSTRATlONS 
FOURVH VOLDMF. 


Abbiiviatioiw nf frcqufntly quotril work» . 

.. “ 

SS. Q,UATTR<) CORONAI J .. ‘ 

Fiturf^. I: Cliurrh and convrnt froin norlhwi»l, tu. iBijo; - *; G«tc uroer and eittrnncr in uuteT 
court- - 3 - InniT ourtvard, archfl of norlU arcadc of eailifY bnadica; - 4! iMcnor, laukin« 
wc*t '- i Sonih lians«pt avall sliowing rlcraiory wall of Mifirr chnrth; - O; C.uidc plan of 
clmrrh and forct-ou.is; - 7: Ap«. cw^rior; - B: Baa. of ■ioTthw«l eoiner bomm K«n 
fitiiii tant; - 0; SuVwLiuclurc of no«lli aislc and Inwiwdialc buUif»; km: Roman htaikn 
and tcmains of noitli «-«dra; toi; Anraiymoui drawin* of a corb*l. isiJ-iS*»; - 
Buildlng W> thr norlh of norlh dide; w«t wall «how.ng Camr.iiKian corbeU; - la; Oul« courl, 
Icoking lo^vaKl gauway - 13; Ooire court, wcturnmott arch of north arcade; - 14«: 

Innrriourt.norlhcMtr-nd pier ofCaioUogian nave; H*’- l«uer courl, vouU.easl rnd pici of 

Carolinfcian n»vr; - 15: Inner conrl, «rulheaal end pier of Caiolingran nave; - .6; Inner 

eouct routheailcotnerdtowiogrrmainsorclasMCal comice ctnliegdtd m Carnlingum mawnry. 

- .7: RecontlTucuon of Carolinglnn nave cxni.ice; - .8: Not.h en^nade ttylobaU. vicw 

fml tou.hwert cellar l*nca,h inner courl; - .9: «de 

anlecrdeiU walli; - 20: South »idc of foiiner north nide, at. Pavemen 

nordi aiale; - 29; Southrarl corner ofehamber (« vertry») of notO, a«le; - 23. North i.antipl 

ol Dicscnl clmrch; 24: Carolingian crypi with mche for lamp; - 25: South ai«lc wall. eat- 

crior; - 26 ; South chapd. exterior; - 27: South ehapcl, interior; 2«: Rcconttnieicd 

inal apaed building; - aq: Rcconuructcd plan of Carohngian baiihca; - 30. Sui«e«e^ rcc- 

ratru^on, CarolinKian gate tower and porch f~m northeatt; - 3.-. Rcconttnicuon ot early 

Romanrsqac bauUea. 

Plau,. 1 : Gioimd plan; - H: .) Longltudinal rection. 6) Nor.hrlevationiwettcmpa.il. 4) \kett 
elevation. 


SS. Ql.nRlCO E GUI LITTA . 

fignrer. 32: Giovannoli. View of church from «luth aero«/oro« 

View of chuich from «.uth acm«/or»<« irunsiUnium, .582; - 34i Sanlt, iasiide ol church 

with former apte, .588; - 35-. R^5*«ve IrveU frorr. ftrtt eentury 

- Findt IkIow pr„ent nave p|^; ^ ‘„1" ’ nord, ddc of nave; 40: 

n.ive. longltudinal scction; - 39. Apte A. Iielw ptes n Orieinal church, 

navemem- - 43: South wall, iwo cTstemmotl windowt; - 44. \Vejieinm«i 

^ rif of nrs, t?rn:‘r.r 

^oruuuetiem of chuich in the tixtcenih century. ba«d un known dclarU of umth wall 














S. SABA .. 

f^vrti. 47; VjJciKiVnnM, V'k-w from northeasl, 1770-1781; - 4«: Skttth plan nf pmrn» chiinrh, 
rowoiirl, lonvmt buiMingi and i brokrn linrj orntoo’; 49= NorlJuvcjl curnrr o»'pir*rnt nave 
and of oiatory diirlng G«ni*aaro'« cxcavaliiin»; S»: Wcie wall of prvxrnl chiirvh ;hall la^ade), 
■nlrrior fare during rxeaxmliuiM: - }i: Wriit wall of pmrnl church /hali fa^ade and 
later alcrraiion»;. interior face; - 5«: Ortgina) hall, rfconsiructinn of weat and nnrth facadri; 
- 53«; Souih pari ofwect wall, eail fate; - 53»; South part ol'we« wall, ewt face, Analyiis; - 
^4a; ^’orth part of wesi hall, eait face; - J4#: N'nrrh part olWr«t hall, eatt facc, analyiu; - 35: 
ApK- of omlor)- durtng exravarions; - 56: Luculi at northeaji comer of oratory; - 57: North¬ 
east Curner of oralury tJtowin; (Tallrry- wttii loculi, oratory paveincul, sccundary doorway to side 
rhapej D-D, and irighe cdgcl tpringinjf nf apte; - 38: Suullie.-ul cnrner of oratory and right 
hand diuuldri ofapie; - 59: Lefl hand slinulder ol'sprinj(in^ of nratory apie, wilJi iraces uf fDol- 
ingt of chancei ncreen; - 60; Main portal of pietenc nave, remaii» of triple arch, and i hoitom 
lelij reverse fare of niciic in sceond-period fillinR wall, durini; excavaliona, en. igoo; - 61: Fraj?- 
ments of fumilhin^, including window pier (leR| and door lintei; - 6t: Fiutpneni of dnor 
lintri,- «3: Pici, probably from douhie window in apae of oratory; e,|; Kcatoration of apw 
window; - 65: North w-all of chapcl on left llank of oiatory, vicwcd fium soiithwrsl; hli: 
South openiofT of triple areh sem from wrtt and iriRhi edgr) part of addicional areade. 

Plalf. I\': LIevatinn, Rroiind plan. 


S. S.\BIN.A. 72 

Ftgmnj. 67: Site plan witli Romaii reniaim: - 68: V'icw from southensc, 1931; - 69: Interior: 

- 70; Ground plan, ca. 1483; - 71; Borroinini or ^^''olk.thup. Plan. ca. 1640 (?J; - 7«; Ensi 
part of right hand flnnk, elcrestory, and aislc, incorporating tecond century and fourtli centnry 
buildingt; 73: Kast part of right hand aialc, bays jncor[Njraiiiig Roman eoiutruccioni; - 74: 
m Jnmai building », footing of dromo* screem and Boor lilcs uriginally carryitig tput itrlilt veneer; 

75; «Jmiui» building, mo*nic pavement; - 76: «dromos» building. i>Imu sttiih paveinent helow 
narthex; - 77: Fagade of narthex; - 78; Fat;ade of narthex, survey Piandi-Darsy: - 79; 
Narthex, doorway ro right hand aisic; - 8u; .Narthex, door framc, nave juirinl; 81: Riglil 
aiile and nave: - 8j: Capital: - 83: View of right flank; - 84: Right hand elcrestory, ilctail, 
Windows 1-4: - 85; Nave, iiiirrior fa^ade, mosaic as of 1960; - 86: Vicw of apse. 

Fiuts. V: Ground plan; - VI; Sertions. 


S. .SEB.A5 J IA.\0 


figuroi. 87; VVrgelli. Vicw of cliurcli from north, 168B; - 88: Nave of prcarnl church; - 89: Fa- 
siolo, Plan. 1915; - 90: Lafiery, Vicw of church from northra.tl, 1575; - gi; Vicws of apse 
and ambuJattiry from aouthwest, 1915; - 92: Villa, mausolca; and iiirmoria, plan; - 93: 
Secciont tlimugh vilJa, inausolra and triclia (ahove,', and through staircase to spring (helow); - 94: 
Memoria courtyani, triclia and (ftiregroundl cclla 80, Lsometrie vicw; - 95: Reconstructiun of 
memoria courtyard. triclia and slair» drsccnding; - 96; Vicw across memoria courtyard (miilillr 
ground; «howiiig nt^h loggia frigl.l edgc), memoria niche (center bacitground) arui the Roman 
maiiaolca; - 97; Wall «haft fJeft), passagr way (center) and ambulatory wilh ftn walls aiul loculi 
uiebe* (right;, 19*4; - 98; Memoria niche; gg; Ambulatory perimrter, substructure slio- 
mng hi. wall, and Joculi shcivei and . right) right hand cornei pier and column hase of cclla 8; 
- 100*: xModrI of baslhca, exterior from soutli; - ,ooi: -Vlotlcl of basilica, interior, facing 
touUi; loi; Ambulatory wall substructure with ftn walls and (foieground) remains of villa; 

102; Substructure ofsouth wall of basilica, with fin walls and remaim of loculi siabs and (right 
land/ substructure ofsouth areade of nave, Inokirig wel^ during excavations, 1923-1938; -103: 
^ca Wow sonlh aisie corresponding to pier* I8. it and ,0 (left hand). with souUi aislr wall 
Iright hand, and 1 middic giound) vauHed passage to wcll staiis, looking east; • 104: Ambul- 
auajy.^wmg sc^ of fin wall, with curved topa; ,05: North lapidaiiutn fmm Mausoleum 
the Fivc Saixophagi, facing west, showing fin walls fright) arui enlrance to Mausoleum: - lofi- 
F^ecourt, pier of basilica fa^ade (center) and (right) suuth wall orMauwlcuin of the Five Sarco¬ 
phagi. ■ 107: South aisie llapidarium,, facing east. showing (to the left) areade, of nave and 


aiiibulainiY ; loS' Amiiulatury artadr pU n and •piinipnip nf airh. log: C;iiiiiicr uf nm- 
huUlory pier, slinwlng suirrii roverilig: - iiu yirr* of nave ureadr iiiwl uitwtruciurv, lirbiw 
amhulatuiy, ihuwing stylobate* and uppri Irtl. marblr Mreuphii|ui; 111. Ambulatory, 
pier with pointed dreoratiun imiutinu marblr; iij: North aiilr, faiing wrsl, showinx i.trft 
cdgrl nurihciul comer pirr of natr and atcadei; 113: CJrrratnrv windiiw, springing of arrb; 

114: NorOi IIrn-slory a* of l<><3-l(|32. siummg llir ihrrr raairrnmoai wlnduwi and itmiioni lrh| 
Iwo aiilM;* of nave airade; - 113. Windows uf rasi facadr of na\e alaivr piesrni narthex; 
ith: Anteiiur of natihi-x sJiuwing springing uf aouibmiimnt arsarlr of nave facadr, itya; 
Plan of luiiilis in west balf of liaitiKa, 191 j; ap|Miriiily rchrmalirrd; iiyk: l*l*n ol lombi. 
incliiiliiig ambulatory, rau part of navr and natihrx, 1921, 1 iH firavrs in navr during rxeat- 

aliim; - lUj: Crypt of Sl. SebatUan, facing wml. sbowtng drarmding ttairt; liu; Ihirsli. 
iild wilh nuinugram facing Via .Appia; 121: M^nenrirt. Plan nf vaucomli In-low and iiurlh 

nf Kt. .Srbastian; isa: Triple areade Matiaokum 43; 113: F.ntiancr wall of inauanlrum 

4.3 llcfi) and nl mauuileum 43 (riglil rdgej. showing wr<(rmm(N.l culuiiut baac ol' iiiplr ariade 
of iiiHuMiIrum 43 comniuniLating with auulh aisie of haailica, duiing nu avaiuvn; 114- Mauso¬ 
leum 4-4. inner fate of enlrance wall. during exiatalion; IS3: Rotunda mausuirum 411, 
facing east; ia6; Platonia, facing northeasl, sluwing original iriplr ruliancr and nwhet of 
mausuirum and llrft rdgri uuler wall uf ambuintiiry; 127; Plan uf basilica, rrroiitlrtu liiai; 
laB: MiinriUrirr, Paraprt siah and dcdicaliun fruni tiy|HufSt. Srliasttan, 401-417; laij. I ritg- 
mrnt uf paiapcl sUb frum Cry pt of Hl. Srbartian, 401-417. 

Piatu. Vll: Gruund plan; - Vllt: loingiludinal seclion, liansvrrsr sectiim. 


S. SILVESTRO l.N CAPTI E . 14« 

Figurts, tjn; Franaini, Siiutb fiicadr of atrium and ccmvcnl, i6tio; 131; l>up^r4c-t,nfifry, View 
of church, 1577; - 132: Giovannoli, Conveni, east fagadr, 1619; 133 Palladio, Pluii and eleva- 

Ium; - 134: Intciioi; - 133: Fuundalkiri walls ol' rrar wall uf wrsl aisie and .right edgr; uf lrl\ 
hand nave cokmnade; - 136: Fnundalion walls of rrar wall ttl eaai aute and'left rdge) uf liglit 
hand nuve culaiinadc; - 137; Column of right hand least) aicade sren fuMn chaprl id tlie Sai led 
Hearl ligGs); - 138: Column in left areade seen fi«>m tliapei «f St. Jolin Ihe UapUst; 139; 
Franccsco da Volleiia, Projeti for remodrling of cliutch and atrium, lyji, 

Ptalr. IX: Ground plan. 


S. SISTO VF.CCHIO . 163 

Figurer. 1411; Fagadr vicwed east; 141: South ftatik, - 142; Column ol notili cotonnadr tren 
from cioistrr, as extavalcd in 1936; • 143; Oihimn of noith tolonnudr, irrii Iroin iliiiurr, wub 
sliafl, capital and spiinging of archrs, 1936; - 144: Column liase and pavrnirnl ol Eaily CliiiMiaii 
church, rxeavatrd in 1936; - 145: Artlir* of north areade as tren fiom < liuslri during excava- 
tion in 1936; - 146; Capital, NorOi tlank; 147: Early Christian apie sIuiwiiik maaonry and 
ibackgriiiinil) lefl hand jamliof a|iar wimluw, and 'right edge) fiReenlh ceniury alitre wall; - 148: 
Oiilrr wall of north aislc as excav.xird in 1936; 144: Eta Sami, Fagadr of alnum, ii88. 

Plato. X: laingiludinal secliiin, ground plan. 


S. STEFANO DEGl.l .. '7» 

Figirrr». 150«; Plan and rlrvatiim. survey Buiiri. i8<»3; 1508: Scction and delaiU, survey Busiri, 

>893; - i.iiu; 'i'ransrpl, west wall anil a|i*e from South, prior tu 1930; - 1518; Apse from 
South; 1524; Niiilh transepl, east wall from South wrsl, prior Io 1930; - Atchilrive of 

.South transrpi; - 153; View of nave, tranwpl and apse, afler rrsUiraUon; - I54a; View of 
<iM/»ria .ind annular crypt during exravalion 1932; — 154*; North iranKpl itairx to crypt, du¬ 
ring excavalion 1932; typ:: Iri.icription of Leo IV from crypt. 

Piale. XI; Ground plan, rlevation. 









S. STFI ANO ROITOMM).. 

Fi/ptrtt. r53: Jacopo S«uoviiiu, Plnn of fhurc/i. cfl. 133U; ir,<>: Annnymiia i Piillacli» worlulinp 

Plan ol'c(iun'h. ca. 1570, rrronitnirlinn; 137: Air virw of cliurch; lyJ: Fia .Sanli, Virw 

uTTacadr »iili portirn and irijr/il handi conveni Iniildini^^. 1588; - 139; Virw from c-a.rl ihapri 
arrnu amliulaiory and navri - rCo; V'icw tif nave and diaphrasm arcade; 161: Palcrior virw 
frnm wmt; - iSaa; .Nase capital and cntal>l«(urr, wn l'n>m nave; - i6a4; .\avr rapilala and 
eniablalurtMrrn Tiuin aialr; - ifijr: Navo rapitaJ and cntablaliiro, «-rji frnm navo; - rtpi; Eiut 
chaprJ. aitadc and viow iiito atnbnlarnr)’, alio\vini( iriffht hark gruund^ rolirvin/! aivliv» uvor 
natx-onlalilatutr; - 163*: Navo oolonnado, onlaldatiirr and rolioviijg aiclin, arrnu atiibulatory; 
- 164: Paccoicni anii brddint; borworii ivrtirmmmi navo rnlunnis. - 1C3; Cloroslory uf navr 
«JioHinic Irdgr bclMOrn windtiwa; - 166; Eatorior (if drum frntti ncirlb; 167; Diaphrasm 
anrh, norlh end piri and onclosrd colunui: - 1C8; \'io>v oramliuitttury, ahowing aioadoa, nnrth and 
nnnhoail torion; - 169«: Founddiinri Wall o( aiiibulatury, niirthwott trcloi, and IriKhl cdifr) 
ol'l'-pirr; - 169*: Eniindalion uati nfambiilaliiry, nnrl/iwrai «otior, and T-pior; - 169C; Fonn- 
dalion wall of ambulator}’. \vf«t rhapol, and iloft liand! T-piti; - 170; Cidiiiim uf amhidatnr}'. 
aoiiih chapri, fnim raltrior; - 171: Suucb thapol, marlilo pavrmont and vulumn Inuo in ambu¬ 
lator}-oolonnado; i7a: Soiithoatt «color, mocaio pavomonl; -173; Corinthi,ut capital of r,ut 
cliaprl, - 174«: Capital and iinpiim blucki ambulalury, nnrth tortor, rriiiii in.iidr; 1744; Ca¬ 
pital and impott hlork'«, ambulator}-, nortltCiltt tector, fioin iri.tidr; 1740; Capital, impoai 
hlotlt and arclin, anibulatory, >uiilluvr«t tortor, from nitttido; - t7iva: Snulhoatl loctui, T-pior 
toward touth ohnpcl, rati face; - 1754; Siiuili chapol, porimrtrr wall; - I7v; West chapcl, 
T-pirr toward northwTit K-olnr, tniilh farr; - 1751/: Wost chapol, prrimeter wall; t7y; Wott 
cliapcl, porinirlci waJl, dividinic pior liiwani «outhwrit joctor, iiuith facr; \Vr«l rh.vpol, 

perimoter wall. dividitig pier loward «ouUiwrtl wrtor, toitlh and ra«t farrs; - i7Vf: T-pirr 
toward woaf rhapol. from toulh; - 175*: T-pier toward nurlhwctl tector, fmm north; - 1731: 
T-pirr loward aniilh wott «retor from wcit; - 176; S«ntlioa»t srctor, hajcs and impoti blocka «f 
culuintu and aixlir» toward ambulatory; — 177; Suuthrati «retor, nrchoj toward ambulatory, 
baiid of cnrtcioio with torra oolta tube» and iitft liandi T-pior loward ttouth chapol; 178; Ar¬ 
cade* ofsuulh cha|>rl and T-pier toward soulheait lector; - 179; Wnternnioit ariade of loutli- 
west jcctiif, T-pier and arrade* of wcjt cliapri with Romanrtqiir .ipje; - 180; Wi-at ohapcl, ar- 
cha wiili itucou middiogt: - 181; Nordiwrctt wclor «howin^ reventd culumat; 182; Viow 
fioiii ea»l «howin^ drum and noitli irctor; - 1S3; Valadier, Elrvatiuii, interior face, South wall 
of raji rhapei, and bottom; plan of ea«t wall of norlli rhapol and earlier finds; 18411; South 
wall of cJ!t chapcl, interior liicr, door with relicving arch, pier and i rightl he^rinniiiK of triple ar- 
eadr; - 1844: South wall of ciui chapel, iiitorioi facr, triple arrade; - 185: Exterior, ea. 1870, 
view bom ea«t sliowint; perimelcr wall of eam rhapei and iright liaiid) rntrance porticu; - 186: 
Ea.1i chapel prrimeter wall wiiji apudiole; - 187; Perimetri wallofenil rhapei (lofti and juneturc 
of seventh leniury alnidiolr .right;; - 188; E.i»t wall of e.ut chapol {righl Imnd) and priimc 
ter waJI ofioulheast dhigonal lector, «pparated by vcrtical ftliuie; 189; East clia|iol, nonheait 
cornrr marked by arri» liglil of rain pipo.i; - 190; Niirlhrm raoit cntranre Io southrait icelor, 
ihowing woodrn lintei, relieving arch and later blocking; - 191: Perimelcr wall of wml chapel 
(Icll) andnorthwcsiiecior iright; and dividiiig wall pior; - 1920; Nonhwr»! sertor, drain iliroiigh 
penmetcr wall; - iijui: Norlhwrit sector, drain throiigh prrimeter wall; - 193«; Span wall 
llowor right Io upper crnlrr) between iiortiiwrst icctor and north rliapri, ovcrsailiiig Kotnan wall, 
with springing of apsr ilowrr Irfl), viewed from nortJi, during cxcavatirm» of 1961; - 193A; Span' 
wall between northwcit icctor and north chapel, overiaiiing Roman wall (lower ccnlcrj, and 
luppcr right; Icg of T-pier; - 1930; NoHhwest icctor, ciirvetl wall (brlow wash hoitsej separa- 
ling outcr and inner arcas; - Foundation of dividing wall, nuriheast icctoi, and w;ill of 

drain, excavated in 1959; - 194: Frankl, Exleiior reconitruction, 1935; - 195; (Joihrit, Re- 
coiturueiion, 1961; 196: Cronara, Interior, ca. i.}6o. 

Flatu, XII; Gfound plan; - XIII: Elevation. 


STEF.VSO l\ VIA LATINA . 

197; Anoriymuj, View and platw of niiiu, 1858; - 198; Parboni, Plan, 1859; - 199: 
View of church, r,uing we.i, igoo; - aoo: Right hand colonnado, lUcing wcst, 19G0; - aoi: 
Narthex, weit wall and iright edge:i north wall; - aoa: North wall of church, ihriwing location 





XIV: (ittmnd plan. 


Figurti. iKt: F,Hadr ai ol today; »11: lulcri.it. /i««: Nn,i|, »a 11 during ileiiioUiiuii ..I .«». 
ioiniiig liouM-i. 1938; - »ia 4 : Noiih Wall altor drmutiiinn nf 4di»ming timiwu, 0139, «1 j 

Siiuili wall Ili navo, ihfwvmg l•>und«lioll. uyloiMilr and «piinging ul acviuln, itjiH, «14; Nnrth 
wall ofnavr, «IkUwinK clerritifry and galirry ait oiiix, ic^H, j|ij; Wall i.l mulh aidr. i9(H, 
•iiba: .North chapri, fnrni raal, 1938, - 2 i 64 ’ North iliaiul, Inwri piHtiinu, Inuii nnclhrau, 
aftrr furthor ilrrnclition »1 adpiiiiing huddmgi. «17; N<wih ihaprl fonn weii, - ,in 

Ro.ir nf ra<;adr and nnith rlrrotlory Hjji,; - jign; N.mh wall, wolrin rxlrrniily. - *|,| 4 . 
Nnrth wall, wr»lrrn rxitiimly, driail nn galirry U-ve|; mp. Nntlh wall. weiwnt exirrniity, 
ditad, •220«; South wall ol nave, rirrowofy. woiiorn rxtirmiiy and v.o«rinmi«l windin», 
insido allio ol rnnvrnt, 2204: Soulli wall uf navr, «IrtraUiry, hriwrm irnih and rlrvitiih 
windnws from ra»t, insido aliit of lunvrni; aior. South wall of navr, ilrrmlnry, wr«iemm<«i 
winduw, dftaii, inudr alto: cd t nnvrnl; 220/: Soulli wall of navr, i lrrntoiy, Iwelflti winibiw, 

hiorking inyil/i« rartiiNi; 221. Suutli wall of navr. rlrrritnry; 222 Suulli alrtrstniy linin 
rampanilr, «howing hiilgr in wall; i iy Aiiar and luitlrmi, drtail, ■ 224. Wall ol «nulli aUlr, 
showing culumri and ipiinging uf arch; ij', Fia Sanli, la«,adr 

FtttUt. XV: Giriimd plan; XVI: Iranivene «nlUm. laingiividinal u-ruiin, North wall, rxiriiiu. 


S. TEODORO . 

Figutu. 22G; Exirriuc, 227: nrrrnbrrgli, view ol S. Te«>dofo, 1820-1632, - 22U; (Uiilo lonlana. 
Fai,adr; ■ 229: Cailu Fontana, letlion, 230: Caelo konlaiia, plan, -- 231: C.ailii IrDiilaiia, 
inlriior ircliiin ai reuMidrlrd; 2)2: View ol barrra, «ren Inrm Palaliiir, Uiwaid wr«l; ’2 y|: 
pliin uf rhiirv-h, hanta and later rrmudriiiig; Opar lulatum wall nf Ulr tatiraa» or Imiura 

inierird in Aarrra; 233«; Nurllieatl winduw and north apae, 233!. Northwest wiiubiw-, 
23(1: Wing wall, aiih and apse, sern from soiith. 


S. VAI.F.M INO . 28., 

Figurfi, 237: Remaini of church during rxcavaliont of Maruielii; leli iiiaiiMiIruni, a|>sr 

and allar hiuck; — 239: Small apao Toregtound! and laigrr apse wltli nit lve 'lopj, during raiav- 
iilifins of Apolloni llhrlii; - a4oa'. Crypt, ihiiwing eail wall of 1 rypt righlj, aod wall and fmus- 
dation of north m.tiisoleiiin 1 Icfl), nbullrd to iu right l>y i hoid wall of eatly apse; 24"'’ f"U‘ 
wall of crypt, and, hrliind it, chord wall ob early apse; - 241 Fourlli reniiny 1 fl pier, South end, 

WMI wall of crypt, fmm norihwrsi; - 242 : Piet at north end, v*e« wall ol crypt, 243«: North 

slylobaU' of nave, iltiring rxcavalion of .\|mllooj Olirtli, lern fumi souihraM; 241*; North 

stylobate of nave, from weil, njb;, 244; We«t wall of ciypi, and walls of chantel sciret» anil of 

•I martyr’l grave m during rxcavaliont of A(K>llonj (Ihelli; 243; Chancrl scrern, smith wall, 
and iliackground; wing wall ai.roia .«outh aisle. aceri frirni northraat; 246: Corridor crypt, 
from north. during excavationi of ApolUmj Cihrtli; - 247. Exrdia of crypt «orridor; 248; 
West wall uf crypt, centrr, showing - jtauUHa ron/imnais - and rto ihr lefli maible slah uf Ute 
pavrmrni; - 249; Cionjrclural rcciMUlniction. 

(irinind plan. 


FtaU. XVII; 












33 » 




s. \n Ai.K. 

/■tfurrr. 950: Air vifw, 1611; - 451: Inirrinr, i6ii; - 959: Tatadc; - 353: MaKjnry of Jiuailr, 
dcraiJ; - 354: .XarlJx-x, capitar and arcada of favadc; - 355: Fagadr oC narOicx; - 356: 
Narihrx, intrrinr arcadr; - 337: Narthrx, intfrinr arcadr, thn-sJiotd and ba»r ofpjcr; - 358; 
.NaxtJicx, interior, mxrimciit of artlj; - 959: Narihrx, interior, facing nonli; 36 p: Nurih 
Wall f»f naxT, riul rnd; afij: North wall ofnave, colunin and arcades, cast end; - 362; Noiili 
Wall of na\T, arradr,- - 963: Xiirlh wall of iiavp, West end of airadc and transvcixr nrcli witii 
7St/M rar^ pier; - 164: Apse and i IrA rdgr) md wall of north aislr; - 965: North clereitory, 
Western part; - 266: Soulli wall of nave, Iransvriae arrh in casi wall ofsacristy, and South clci^ 
estory; - 367: South clercstor>’. weat rnd: - 268: Remains of original apse vaiill; - 269: 
Reeonstriiclion; 370: Sallustio Pciuui, plan; - 971; fra Santi, fa^ade; - 279;'capitalj 
rrrmplf)>-rd at altar; - 373: East arcadr, capital; - 374: narthex, capital; - 275; Enst ai«- 
adr, capital. 

PUu. X\’I7f: East front, longitudinal seciion, ground plan. 
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Survey and drawing, S. Corbett 



SS. QUATTRO CORONATI 
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bJ<orlh.Elev*tionjvgjL^ 
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Survey and drawtng, S. Corutt 
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S. SABINA 


Sections 



Lon<itudln*l Scction Y-Y 


J"cent.W 


i-Cfn». 


wlth canceUI and MWcUled 
arcading; prob. 4^* cent. 

Adjacent bulldlng»; before J” cent. 

The church j ca. 4 >o a.Bl 


Rotnanesquc. 


Cro*i Section X-X 


Survey and drawing, S. CoMarr 
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W"IIIA*-IUK 

luoiuppa uini|jq;>.A|jn J»ir) 
«iwtupp» ttJij 
eatlliaq 

'mJML pue ^JMU^ 
•futninq luaptMiuy 


umoQ 's 'luiMVjp pm iUiung 
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S. SEBASTIANO 





Leog nudiittl J itcHon 
on hne A-B-C-l) F. F 


Sectlon 

Devation 

Antecedent buildinge 

EI 

Concrete 

Alenrioria and TVicIla 

m 

Opus Ii statum 

The Basilica 

m 

Tufelli 


Additionf to the bulilca. 
a XVJl - xvill cent. 






Transverse 
te^tiQn fln 
J lne V-V-X-Y-z 


Pl. VIII 


ormuuiOlcum 43 

«ecri on norlh Jldc 




n>suiolcuin+5 i® W »n»iJiol*um 44 

-TSICLIA- FLDDR liVtL- 


-FLOOR LivtL, ^.IMOSIS COUSTYARO-- 


Survey and drawing, S. Cotnarr 
























































































































S. SIL\'ESTRO IN CAPITE 


RoinAne»qiie. 


CArolIttglan «lemcnt». 
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Pi.. X 


S. SISTO VECCHIO 
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i. STEFANO DEGLI ABESSINI 









































































































S. STF.FANO ROTONDO 


Itoman 

EarJy-ChrlitUn ; 468 - 4«j 
^^9 E-C; Uter additioni 





















S. STEFANO ROTONDO 


Pl. XIU 



Rpmiui 
PJfth cwxtury 

fiSsa TweUth ccntury 

TtUacnth ccntury 



Survry and drawing, S- Co«mtt 






































































































































s. SIJSANNA 



Pu. XV 


B«puWl£An W*iu. opiii tjittiJrWum. 
nitio, opiu uvcenum 
1 ^,?^ DUlo. octentlon* In brlckvrork. 

Opu» rettculfttum. flr»! ph»w 
DlMo.with «om* brlcVtvfork, ifc«md phM« 
f^PSa The basilica. 

Carollnglan. 

Uomanesquc. 

Flfleenth cenlury 



Survey and drawing, S. Corbett 
Incorporating sketchcs, W. Franel (193®) 
































































S. sus AJVNA 



Survcy and drawing, 8. CoaKTr 






































































































Sur>Ty and drawing, S. Cormtt 
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St^ctures. PresumabJy Roman, Noted by Manicchi 
Roman Cella. Extant 






































s V7TALE 







Survey and drawing, S. 









































